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1988 RENDEZVOUS
A HARMONIOUS HIT

THE 1998 Santa Fe Trail Rendez
vous, "Music and Leisure on the
Santa Fe Trail," held at Larned, KS,
September 24-27, was an enjoyable
and successful event. For the first
time SFTA joined with the previous
sponsors, the Santa Fe Trail Center
and Fort Larned National Historic
Site, to generate a well-attended and
outstanding meeting.

With over 400 participants from
12 states, this was the best-attended
Rendezvous since the program be
gan 20 years ago. The addition of
SFTA to the group of sponsoring in
stitutions enabled the event to grow
substantially and gave the Associa
tion an opportunity to invite its
members to workshops, governing
board meeting, membership meet
ing, chapter presidents' breakfast, as
well as the excellent programs pre
sented. At the close of each day's
schedule of papers, meetings, and
other activities, music and dance
from three different cultures along
the Trail entertained and inspired
participants.

On Thursday evening the
Wet/Dry Routes Chapter served a
zesty dinner of "Old Sutler's Beans,"
followed with traditional frontier
music by the group Black Wolf.
Dance preceptors taught members of
the audience period dancing on the
grounds of tl:l;e Trail Center.

Friday afternoon and evening in
cluded a tour of the site of the Chey
enne and Sioux village destroyed by
General Winfield S. Hancock in
1867, which is located on Pawnee
Fork 32 miles northwest of Fort
Larned. George Elmore, Fort Larned
NHS Park Ranger, gave a tour and a
review of the history of the site, and
Leo E. Oliva, chairman of the Fort
Larned Old Guard, introduced the
owners of the site, Frank and Leota
Klingberg, Carbondale, IL, and ex-

(continued on page 25)
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NEW SFTA POSITIONS
CREATED AND FILLED

by Margaret Sears

I T was my pleasure to announce two
new positions at the September 24
board meeting and fill them. New
Mexico Director Faye Gaines is the
National Park Service Long Dis
tance Trails Liaison, and Anna Belle
Cartwright, recently retired curator
at the National Frontier Trails Cen
ter in Independence, MO, will direct
the Museums Project.

SFTA and the NPS forged a part
nership in 1991, but for the most
part it exists on paper only. The in
tent of the present appointment is to
develop a coordinated and proactive
relationship between the two agen-

(continued on page 4)

SFTA Ambassador Paul F. Bentrup was
at the Rendezvous, entertaining every
one, especially the ladies young and
not so young. Here he is the center of
attention as Jane Mallinson oversees
Paul's storytelling to Lauren Schuma
cher (left), daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John Schumacher, and Christiana
Gardner (right), daughter of Mark L.
and Katie Gardner. When Paul wasn't
entertaining the ladles, he was talking
about pigs. His Interpretation of the
Three Little Pigs is that corporate hog
farms represent the Big Bad Wolf.

ANNE MALLINSON JOINS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ANNE Mallinson, Centerview, MO,
was elected by the board of directors
on September 24 to fill the unexpired
term of the late Louis Schumacher,
director from Missouri. Anne grew
up on a dairy near Independence,
MO. She graduated from Central
Missouri State University and holds
a Master's degree from the Univer
sity of Missouri-Kansas City. Addi
tional graduate work has been in the
field of education and history.

Anne taught creative writing
courses at CMSU while a graduate
student, and for 21 years has taught
a variety of English and reading
courses. The secondary school were
she teaches, Raytown High School, is
on the Santa Fe/Oregon-California
trails, and Anne uses that as a
springboard to increase student in
terest in the trails. She also offers
trail-related history programs to the
elementary schools in the district.

Anne is a charter member of both
SFTA and the Oregon-California
Trails Association. She is immediate
past-president of the Missouri River
Outfitters Chapter, and its current

{continued on page 3}

November 1998 1



PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

WE danced, sang, played baseball,
learned the purpose of music in the
cultures that girdled the Santa Fe
Trail, ate traditional foods, and in so
doing created in many minds the
best Rendezvous yet. Attendance
was 401 from 12 states, including 70
Larned public school children, which
may have set a record in those three
categories. Under Ruth Peters's ex·
pert guidance, all went smoothly and
quality was never lacking. So, what
is the verdict? Shall SFTA continue
to join with the Fort Larned Histori·
cal Society (Santa Fe Trail Center)
and Fort Larned National Historic
Site as sponsors of this fine, fine
event? I ask you to register your
opinion with me or other SFTA offi
cers or directors.

As for the SFTA events, the board
meeting attracted a crowd, commit
tee meetings generated high energy,
the chapter presidents said "yes" the
breakfast should be a permanent
feature, and the membership meet·
ing was a participation affair. Un
doubtedly, if SFTA wishes to con·
tinue influencing Trail issues, it
needs to assemble more frequently
than biennially. My personal opin
ion-Rendezvous is the link for pro
viding the continuity SFTA needs to
fulfill its mission.

Perhaps my strongest impression
of Rendezvous was the camaraderie
and warmth that wafted through the
Kansas air, and this aura extended
beyond member to member. Guests
were drawn into the family circle,
and a sharing occurred. How can we
account for this? Of course, the Trail
itself creates this bond, and as Marc
Simmons warned in Along the Santa
Fe Trail (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1986), xx, the
Trail "is a malady ofmind, a compul.
sion, a raging addiction . . . [For
which] no cure has been discovered."
But, was something else feeding the
"addiction" at Rendezvous? Yes, I be
lieve the music exerted its influence
over all of us, and thrust its power
into our midst much as it did within
the Hispanic, Indian, and Anglo cul·
tures who shared the Trail-indeed,
as it does in all cultures. I am left to
wonder what the original Trail expe·
rience would have been had the peo
ple of these diverse cultures shared
their music.
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By extension, what would the
Trail be today without SFTA and the
National Park Service? Could the
land development tide be stemmed?
Would any of us have been granted
the opportunity to meet one another?
Not likely in both instances. Unlike
the societies along the Trail which
did not seize the bond of music to
bring them together so long ago, the
lure of the Trail today has brought a
somewhat disparate group together
to sing, dance, learn, and contribute.
We do enjoy being entertained, and
entertainment is inherent in each
Trail experience. Yet, beyond that is
the need within most of us to repay
for the joy of that experience.

When you next attend a Trail
function, survey the group. How
many of those folks would you have
met if there were no SFTA to bring
us together? Would you be the poorer
without the Trail and SFTA? Does
the camaraderie inherent in the
Trail experience inspire us to give
back some measure of that experi
ence? If so, there are many ways you
can serve your chapter and SFTA.
So, when next you are asked to help
or you see an opportunity to volun
teer to help, remember how special
was the day when you discovered the
Trail and all of the wonderful folks
who are a part of it.

-Margaret Sears

SFTA BOARD MEETING
by Ruth Olson Peters

THE SFTA board met at the Santa
Fe Trail Center, Larned, KS, on Sep
tember 24, 1998. All members except
Jane Lenz Elder and Mary Gamble
were present, and there were a
number of guests. Much of the day
was spent hearing committee re
ports. A summary of actions taken
follows.

President Sears announced that
the application for group 501(c)(3)
non-profit status has been submitted
to the IRS, with nine chapters in·
cluded. Two new SFTA awards were
approved, the Marc Simmons Writ·
ing Award for best articles published
in Wagon Tracks (one for the best ar
ticle based on research in primary
sources and one for the best edited
document not previously published)
and a Scholarship Award for best pa
pers submitted by college students
(one for undergraduate and one for
graduate students).

Wagon Tracks

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425·6865

E·Mail: oliva@ruraltel.net
Headquarters ofthe Santa Fe Trail
Association are located at the office
ofSecretary-Treasurer Ruth Olson
Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR
3, Larned KS 67550.

Telephone: (316) 285·2054
FAX: (316) 285·7491

E·Mail: trailctr@larned.net
WAGON TRACKS is the official
publication of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, a nonprofit organiza·
tion incorporated under the laws of
the State of Colorado. Letters and
articles are welcome, but they be·
come the property of WT and may
be edited or abridged at the editor's
discretion. All rights reserved. An·
nual subscriptions are obtained
through membership in the Asso·
ciation, whose dues are fixed per
calendar year. Checks should be
made payable to the Santa Fe Trail
Association and sent to the secre·
tary· treasurer.

Membership Categories
Benefactor $1.000
Patron $100/year
Institutional $40/year
Family $30/year
Individual $25/year
Youth (18 & under) $15/year

Editor: Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675 (888) 321·
7341, FAX (785) 425·6865
President: Margaret Sears, 1871
Candela, Santa Fe NM 87505 (505)
473·3124
Vice-President: Samuel Arnold,
2221 S Fillmore St, Denver CO
80210 (303) 753·9161
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth 01·
son Peters, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned KS 67550 (316) 285·
2054, FAX (316) 285·7491
1999 Symposium Coordinator:
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767·
6994.
Publicity Coordinator: Michael
E. Pitel, New Mexico Dept of Tour·
ism, PO Box 20003, Santa Fe NM
87503 (800) 545·2070
Directors:
Morris Alexander, Oklahoma
Jane Lenz Elder, At Large
Faye Gaines, New Mexico
Mary Gamble, Colorado
David Hutchison, Oklahoma
Nancy Lewis, Missouri
Anne Mallinson, Missouri
Phil Petersen, Colorado
Joanne VanCoevern, Kansas
Dave Webb, At Large
Stephen Whitmore, New Mexico
Deanne Wright, Kansas
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The Education Committee was
authorized to find universities that
will offer college credit for teachers
attending SFTA events. The Map
ping Committee was directed to pro
cure microfiche records from the Bu
reau of Land Management of the
original survey reports that may be
used by chapters for the sections of
the Trail they cover. These will be
available for a nominal charge.

The board directed symposium
sponsors to charge higher registra
tion fees for nonmembers than for
SFTA members. The board will ex
plore possibilities of holding sympo
siums and rendezvous in the sum
mer when teachers and families can
more easily participate.

The Traveler's Credential pro
gram was extended, and a copy will
be sent to all members upon pay
ment of 1999 dues. Vice-President
Sam Arnold offered a $200 gift cer
tificate for food and beverage at his
restaurant, The Fort, to each mem
bership completing the credential
and receiving the Traveler's Certifi
cate before Dec. 31, 1999. The board
agreed to launch a mem bership drive
under the slogan "2,000 by 2,000.')

SFTA is now on the web at
<www.santafetrail.org>. Member
ship rosters are to be available annu
ally after a date set by the editor, by
request and payment of a fee to be
determined by the editor. These are
to include telephone numbers and e
mail addresses.

Jim Selby. coordinator for the
Council Grove symposium in 1999,
reported that the program is nearly
completed. The board will meet Sep
tember 22, with symposium activ
ities September 23-26.

The board approved the purchase
of a general liability insurance policy
for SFTA, pending review by an at
torney. The SFTA speakers' bureau
was reactivited (administrator to be
appointed) with a budget of$1,500 to
assist chapters with programs. A
balanced budget of $41,595 was ap
proved for 1999. The board agreed
that any profits resulting from a
symposium will be split with the
sponsoring chapter. The ratio re
mains to be determined.

Anne Mallinson was elected to fill
the vacancy left by the death ofLouis
Schumacher. The meeting concluded
in time for Rendezvous activities.
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DAVID S. MASTERMAN I
by Marc Simmons

Dedicated SFTAer and member of
the End of the Trail Chapter, David
Sloan Masterman, 67, passed away
at his Santa Fe home on August 15,
1998, after a long illness. A petro
leum geophysicist with Humble Oil
Company, he retired to New Mexico
in 1982.

According to John Masterman of
Kansas City, his brother had a "life
long interest in the history of the
Santa Fe Trail." That sprang from
the fact that the Mastermans' mater
nal great-grandfather, Martin Krit
ser, brought a freight wagon to
Santa Fe in September 1846, follow
ing the American occupation during
the Mexican War.

Kritser later built a small gabled
house at 115 East Walnut in Inde
pendence, MO. David's wife Zoe Ann
says that new owners of the building
are planning appropriate restora
tion.

David Masterman was considered
an authority on the route ofthe Trail
between Canoncito and the Santa Fe
plaza. He conducted many tours, and
SFTA President Margaret Sear re
membered that he introduced her to
the exciting section on Apache Ridge.
Dave located a grave on that stretch,
and also pinpointed the site of the
Rock Corral Stage Station.

I remember him as a true gentle
man and scholar, who once guided
SFTA Ambassador Les Vilda and
myself over wonderful ruts on Santa
Fe's east side (ruts now largely lost
to development.) David Masterman
will be missed!

JESS CARSON

by Marc Simmons
Jess Carson, 84, of La Junta, CO,

died on September 5. He was the fa
ther of SFTA member John M. Car
son. Both attended the La Junta
Symposium in 1993.

Jess Carson was the grandson of
famed frontiersman Christopher
(Kit) Carson. His father was Char
les, Kit's youngest son. He main
tained a lifelong interest in the his
tory of his distinguished family.

Born in Higbee, CO, Jess Carson
obtained an engineering degree from
the Colorado School of Mines and
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served with the Corps of Engineers
during World War II. Mterward he
was employed by the Holly sugar
Corporation for 35 years. Burial was
in the Carson plot of the Higbee
Cemetery.

ANNE MALLINSON
(continued from page 1)

vice-president. A member of the
Daughters of the American Revolu
tion, Anne is active in efforts to pre
serve, protect, and promote Ameri
can heritage. Each year she travels
some portion of a historic trail by
horseback, usually in period clothes
and using period tack. She is knowl
edgeable about wild edibles and of
ten augments the camp's menu by
harvesting and cooking plants that
grow nearby.

Anne has developed living-history
presentations spanning the 1812 pe
riod to the wagon-train era, perform
ing music and using props and cloth
ing appropriate to the specific time
period. She helped raise funds to
keep the George Caleb Bingham
sketches in Missouri, helped organ
ize a fur trade symposium at Fort
Osage Historic Site in Missouri, and
has studied historic trails with a spe
cific emphasis on women's contribu
tions.

She and two other local historians
created Petticoat Pioneers-Women
Who Made a Difference, a 52-minute
video on the contributions of 19th
century women, which was released
this year. Anne researched, wrote
text, edited, helped with filming ses
sions, and performed music for the
project. Additional investigation has
led to the creation of an educational
program, Petticoat Pioneers, which
she and Nancy Lewis (elected to the
SFTA board in April) have presented
to many educational and historical
groups.

Anne is a published author and
best known to SFTA members for
her book, Mulberries and Prickly
Pear, presenting the story of a horse
back trip over the Santa Fe Trail sev
eralyars ago. She has done publicre
lations work for the Midwestern Bee
keepers' Association. She will serve
as coordinator for the 2003 SFTA
symposium to be held in Independ
ence, MO. She holds membership in
numerous historical and profes
sional organizations. Welcome to the
board Anne!
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NEW APPOINTMENTS
(continued from page 1)

cies. Central to the Liaison's tasks
will be to monitor Santa Fe Trail
preservation and to serve as a clear
inghouse for issues pertinent to the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail. By
placing greater focus on the partner
ship, it is expected that SFTA will
become more directly involved spe
cifically in the NPS cost-share pro
gram, which provides grants for
Trail projects, and site certification,
as well as other issues which relate
directly to the partnership.

"Project Compadres" is the catchy
title Anna Belle has conferred on the
Museums Project. The idea came
from discussion at the board's plan
ning retreat held in November 1997,
during which a strong consensus
emerged that ties should be
strengthened between SFTA and
museums located along the Trail.
Anna Belle has organized the project
into three phases: (1) data-gathering
through a questionnaire to the muse
ums, (2) follow-up visits to museums,
and (3) recommended action drawn
from the information obtained.

Both positions center on the im
portance and necessity of partner
ships as Trail-preservation strate
gies. Success will rely on participa
tion from SFTA members and chap
ters, museums, and NPS. Be on the
alert for communications from Anna
Belle and Faye.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
by Deanne Wright

(SFTA board member Wright is
chairman of the membership com
mittee.)

IN November a membership packet
will be sent to current and prospec
tive SFTA members which includes a
Santa Fe Trail Traveler's Credential
and an offer ofa $200 dinner gift cer
tificate from The Fort Restaurant.

If the Traveler's Credential is
filled out according to ten rules en
closed in your membership packet,
and if you are a member of the SFTA
in 1999, you will receive the gift cer
tificate. Please read the instructions
or rules carefully. They are slightly
different from the ones for the gen
eral public listed in the Traveler's
Credential.

For those ofyou who already have
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started stamping a Traveler's Cre
dential, take good care of it and send
it to the Santa Fe Trail Center when
you have completed it according to
the ten rules.

This membership benefit is made
through the generosity of Sam Arn
old, proprietor of The Fort near Mor
rison, Colorado, and the innovation
of Willard Chilcott and Joy Poole,
who designed the Traveler's Cre
dential and Certificate.

SFTA ON THE WEB
THANKS to SFTA publication
chairman Dave Webb, SFTA has a
web page on the Internet: <www.
santafetrail.org>. It contains infor
mation about SFTA, memberships,
chapters, and publications. There is
a link to the WetlDry Routes Chap
ter home page where more Trail in
formation is available, including the
index to Wagon Tracks, and order in
formation for SFTA Last Chance
Store. A caretaker for the SFTA web
page remains to be appointed. Mean
while take a look at the site.

WET/DRY ROUTES CHAPTER
FUNDS HISTORY DAY AWARD
A $200 prize to the best entry rela
tive to the Santa Fe Trail by a Kan
sas student in the National History
Day Competition will be awarded by
the WetlDry Routes Chapter begin
ning in 1999. The coordinator of the
National History Day in Kansas is
Joel Walker, Educational Coordina
tor, Kansas State Historical Society.
Walker will be mailing to a large ros
ter of Kansas teachers an announce
ment of the award and several
suggestions for resource topics in
keeping with the 1999 National His
tory Day theme: Science, Technol
ogy, and Invention in History.
WetlDry Routes members have vol
unteered to assist with bibliography
and other resources.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
SFTA Last Chance Store is offering
gift certificates which may be used to
purchase all items available from the
"store." There is, as many know, no
store. This service is provided by vol
unteers Leo and Bonita Oliva from
their home. They will make very ef
fort to fill all orders, including gift
certificates, needed for Christmas.
Need something in a hurry? They
will ship &bill. Call 1-888-321-7341.

Wagon Tracks

FORT LEARNED

-TEACHERS' TRADING POST-

Karla French, Editor
Ron and I have moved to Wy

oming, some distance from the Santa
Fe Trail, but we still feel a close
attachment to the Trail and SFTA.
We made it to Rendezvous and
enjoyed the program and seeing
everyone there. Our new address is
810 W Maple, Rawlins WY 82301,
phone is (307) 324-3976, and e-mail
is <kfrench@trib.com>.

The education committee has es
tablished goals and objectives re
ported below. Anyone who has sug
gestions for the committee is invited
to send them to me. Every SFTA
member can help identify schools
and school libraries along the Trail
and encourage SFTA chapters to as
sist with placing activity books and
Wagon Tracks in appropriate loca
tions. School teachers are urged to
share projects for inclusion in this
column. Patti Olsen, Las Vegas, NM,
former chairman of the education
committee, tells about her classroom
project and the larger Trails Project
below.

SFTA Education Goals

Two-Year Goals and Objectives
1. Design and promote plans to

place Dave Webb's Adventures with
the Santa Fe Trail in all public
schools in the Trail states. This has
already been done in New Mexico.

2. Design and promote plans to
place a free subscription to Wagon
Tracks in all public school libraries
along the Trail. WT is now provided
to all school and public libraries
along the Trail that request them.

3. Continue and enhance teacher
education about the SFT during
symposiums and other meetings. Lo
cate sources for college credit for re
certification for the symposium lec
tures, workshops, tours, and related
programs.

4. Encourage and promote stu
dent memberships in SFTA. Explore
the possibilities of a student flyer or
newsletter in Wagon Tracks.
Long-Term Goals

1. Encourage and promote in
creased participation in Internet ac
tivities among students and adults.
Contact schools along the Trail to
study and promote their section of
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the Trail. Chapters could assist by
compiling a list of the appropriate
schools and contact persons, both
teachers and technology educators.
Many schools are connected to the
Net, and history and language arts
classes could generate the local re
search and writing for a web site. Ex
plore corporate partnership opportu
nities for tie-ins.

2. Explore and promote develop
ment of a CD-ROM Santa Fe Trail
game with an emphasis on econom
ics and cultural exchange. MECC
has been asked once to consider this
idea but were not interested at that
time.

3. Encourage and help develop
self-guided tours in local areas in
connection with local historical so
cieties.

4. Develop learning tools and ac
tivities about the Trail for teachers
and other groups, teacher in-service
training. Make a list of people quali
fied to lead in-service training and
promote in school districts in the
Trail states and at educational work
shops and conventions. (National
Council for the Social Studies, Kan
sas Geographic Alliance, state Social
Studies Councils, state Reading As
sociations). Chapters should be able
to provide names of educators and
opportunities for presentations.

Patti Olsen

Over 200 sixth-grade students at
Memorial Middle School, Las Vegas,
NM, in classes taught by Patti Olsen
and Diane Tyrone participated in an
art contest in which they illustrated
a quotation written by a person who
traveled the Santa Fe Trail. Out of
the 200 pictures created, twenty
drawings were selected for exhibit
based upon artistic ability, accuracy
of the landscape shown, and at
tempts to follow the descriptive quo
tation. The opening of the art exhibi
tion entitled "Children's Visions of
the Santa Fe Trail" corresponded
with the presence of the Trail Project
Conference in Las Vegas. Patti
Olsen, Beth Capps, Margaret Lewis,
and George Lucero from Memorial
Middle School comprise the local
team taking part in the project.

Teachers and technology directors
from schools located along the Santa
Fe Trail from Kansas City to Santa
Fe met to further their knowledge of
the Trail, to receive further instruc-

November 1998

tion about the use of technology and
the Internet in their classrooms, and
to visit SFT sites in the Las Vegas
area. These school teams are part of
a five-year federally-funded educa
tional challenge grant. The primary
goal of the Trails Project is to create
a model for integrating technology
into the curriculum using the trails
of the westward movement as the
content area.

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-
Editor:

In the last issue David K. Clap
saddle's article, (pg. 13-14) entitled
"Trading Ranches on the Fort Riley
Fort Larned Road, Part III: The
Ranch at the Smoky Hill River" (pp.
13-14) caught my eye. I was a bit up
set with his final paragraph:

"As to the Smoky Hill Ranch site,
Fort Ellsworth was renamed Fort
Harker in November of 1866 and
moved in the following January one
mile north of its original location
(present town of Kanopolis, Kansas).
In 1996 the Kansas Anthropological
Association conducted an excavation
at the ranch/fort site. No substantial
fmdings were reported."

I don't know what Clapsaddle's
basis is for stating that "no substan
tial findings were reported." He did
not provide a reference for this off
hand comment. To the best of my
knowledge, he has not contacted me
01' anyone else at the Kansas State
Historical Society (a cosponsor of the
Kansas Archeology Training Pro
gram) or at the Kansas Anthropo
logical Association. He apparently
also did not contact Robert J. Ziegler,
archeologist with the Kansas City
District, U. S. Army Corps of Engi
neers, who helped direct the archeo
logical fieldwork and is currently
writing the Fort Ellsworth (14EW26)
report.

The report on the field investiga
tions conducted at Fort Harker
(14EW310) during the 1996 KATP
was issued in 1997 and widely dis
tributed. It is already out of print,
but photocopies of the 332-page re
port can be obtained from the Arche
ology Office at the cost of 15 cents per
page.

There were some substantial find
ings at Fort Ellsworth during the
1996 KATP. Excavations focused on
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two.depressions, the presumed loca
tions oftwo ofseveral dugouts at this
site. Fieldwork revealed the remains
of an arched-brick bake oven for the
post bakery in one of these depres
sions (Depression 10). The other de
pression (Depression 13) was deter
mined to have been used as living
quarters.

Some of the preliminary results of
this project were reported in various
sources, such as the Kansas Anthro
pological Association Newsletter (Ju
ly-Aug. 1996) and in Kansas Preser
vation (Jan.-Feb. 1997). Professional
papers describing the results of the
investigations at these two Kansas
forts were also presented in a sympo
sium at the 1997 Plains Archeology
Conference annual meeting in Boul
der, CO.

Just thought I should set the rec
ord straight.

Marsha K. King
Special Project Archeologist
Cultural Resource Division

Kansas State Historical Society
6425 SW 6th, Topeka KS 66615

Editor:
Thanks for helping me locate a

copy of Franz Huning's book, Trader
on the Santa Fe Trail. This summer I
took Mike Olsen's Santa Fe Trail
seminar at New Mexico Highlands
University and certainly enjoyed it. I
took advantage of the opportunity to
work at the wonderful new library on
campus there.

I seem to have gotten sidetracked
(which is half the fun) from my origi
nal intent to produce a very detailed
map of the Trail. I intend to write
several articles, mostly biographical,
relating to Trail personalities. With
all this in mind, I have collected al
most 1,000 books pertaining to about
every imaginable Trail topic.

Thanks for the careful work Bo
nita and you did on the index. I use it
frequently and am grateful to have
it. Keep Wagon Tracks coming. I'm
finding more and more references to
it in the literature all the time.

Holly M. Ferguson
520 W Navajo Rd

Flagstaff AZ 86001
Good luck with your projects and

thanks for the kind words. Please
consider submitting articles to WT as
you proceed with your Trail writing
projects.

Editor
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THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-

"Americans love the technology of
information more than they do the
information itself." Author's Guild
Bulletin (Summer 1995)

Marc Simmons
PO Box 51

Cerrillos NM 87010

The Conestoga wagon remarks by
David Clapsaddle in the August
Wagon Tongue column can't quite go
by without a comment from the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center in In
dependence, Missouri. In his obser
vation that certain museums, includ
ing this one, have erred in displaying
the Conestoga wagon as a Santa Fe
Trail freight wagon, Dr. Clapsaddle
quoted George Shumway and How
ard Frey in their defInitive Cones
toga Wagon 1750-1850 (1868); "The
covered wagons of the west were not
Conestogas."

If the covered wagons of the West
were not Conestogas, some of them
could very well be fIrst cousins. The
Lancaster Pennsylvania Conestogas
may have been conceived and styled
near the Conestoga River, but they
do contain the genes of their English
grandmammy and their German
grandaddy. They are descendants of
the well-crafted English farm-wag
gon and the heavy lumbering wagon
common in Germany in the eight
eenth century. Just as the Lancaster
Conestoga evolved from its Euro
pean past, we believe that the evolu
tion continued when wagon makers
in Pittsburg, PA and in Ohio, Michi
gan, and Missouri modifIed the Lan
caster Conestoga wagon for use in
western freighting.

The word "Conestoga" (like "Jello"
and "Xerox") has slipped into our
contemporary English language
with more of a generic than a specifIc
meaning. Note that Webster:S Ninth
New Collegiate Dictionary is either
confused or commenting on the
changing terminolgy when it de
scribes the Conestoga as "a broad
wheeled covered wagon drawn usu
ally by six horses and used especially
for transporting freight across the
prairies."

The basic shape of the Conestoga
with its swayback and slanted ends
fore and aft, appears in too many
known pictures related to the Santa

• • • •

Fe road and in too many written de
scriptions for there not to be a ring of
truth about its heritage. Mark L.
Gardner documented the use of
these wagons in his article, "Con
estogas on the Santa Fe Trail," in his
edited collection, The Mexican Road:
Trade, Travel and Confrontation on
the Santa Fe Trail (1989). He pro
vides additional evidence in his new
book, Wagons on the Santa Fe Trail,
1822-1880, published by the Na
tional Park Service (1998).

For the museum curator, the art
ist, and all who are in the business of
creating a visual image of the Santa
Fe trader's freight wagons, the re
sources are slim. Nearly all the wag
ons over 150 years of age have crum
bled away, but miraculously several
Lancaster Conestogas still survive.
Ours languished away in a barn in
Wilkes Barre, PA, for many years,
then languished in a barn near St.
Louis for the next 20 years.

When this Conestoga came on the
market, we were not looking for one
to illustrate the Santa Fe trade, but
believed that showing one of the ge
nus was the next best thing to show
ing a non-existant species. In the
written text we do not say that the
Lancaster Conestoga went to Santa
Fe, though the implication is there
by its setting, but we do say that
some Santa Fe wagons were modeled
after the eastern Pennslvania type.

Anna Belle Cartwright, Curator
National Frontier Trails Center

318 West PacifIc
Independence MO 64050

KRITSER HOUSE SAVEO
by Jane Mallinson

(Mallinson, Sugar Creek, MO, is a
frequent contributor to WT.)

SOME Independence residents are
celebrating the sale of the Martin
Kritser house, and restoration will
begin soon.

The house at 115 E Walnut, near
the Independence square, was built
in 1847. Martin Kritser was an Inde
pendence merchant who made his
fIrst trip to Santa Fe in 1846. He
lived in the house with his wife and
their nine children. This was a typi
cal middle-class home in Independ
ence during Trail days and one of the
oldest standing brick residences in
town.

The City of Independence saved

the home from demolition in Novem
ber 1989 and received a Federal His
toric Preservation Fund Grant from
the State of Missouri for exterior re
habilitaion in 1993, through the ef
forts of local citizens.

The city has stabilized and main
tained the house until it was recently
purchased by Mr. And Mrs. Robert
Hughes, who plan to restore it as a
private home. A preservation cove
nant clause calls for review and ap
proval of work done. Patrick Steele,
Independence Preservation Man
ager, will work with the Hughes.

The Kritser house is on the Na
tional Register ofHistoric Places and
has been designated as a local land
mark. The National Park Service
has recognized it as a SFNHT site.

The preservation of this impor
tant Trail-related home is an exam
ple of what private citizens can do to
preserve our history.

SCENIC BYWAYS GRANTS
NEW Mexico has received $7.2 mil
lion in Scenic Byways grants from
the U.S. Department of Transporta
tion, Federal Highway Association.
Several of these grants benefIt the
Santa Fe Trail National Scenic &
Historic Byway in the state. Over
$900,000 will go to Trail projects.

A $355,000 grant to the Citizens
Committee for Historic Presevation
of Las Vegas was authorized to (1)
construct a Santa Fe Trail Interpre
tive Center in Las Vegas, (2) prepare
a pedestrian and bicycle path feasib
lity study along the Trail in New
Mexico, (3) market the Trail in New
Mexico through a website, collateral
material, and advertising, (4) organ
ize workshops to encourage Trail
presevation through the donation of
conservation easements, and (5) con
struct a rest area at Point of Rocks.

A grant of $259,000 was awarded
to construct an interpretive site in
Santa Fe commemorating the contri
butions of the Trail to the culture
and economy of Santa Fe. A grant of
$144,800 was awarded to construct
an interpretive center for the Trail in
the Springer History Museum and to
produce an educational video on the
Trail. An award of $210,000 will be
used to produce a CD-ROM on the
"Centuries of Scenic Byways," which
will include the Camino Real, Santa
Fe Trail, and Route 66.
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MORE OF THE JOSE WATROUS STORY
by Virginia Lee Fisher

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-
Gil Rumsey & William S. Worley.
Legacy of the Santa Fe Trail. Over
land Park: Legacy Publications,
1996. Pp. 100. Illustrations. Cloth,
$95 postpaid from Legacy Publica
tions, 7924 Santa Fe Trail Dr, Over
land Park KS 66204.

This coffee-table book contains
more than 100 Gil Rumsey paintings
ofscenes along the Santa Fe Trail to
day, done in commemoration of the
175th anniversary of the Trail. For
those who enjoy this sort of thing,
the scenes will be of interest. The ac
companying text by William Worley
leaves much to be desired.

The hoax of 28 Mexicans killed on
the Trail in 1844, exposed in WT
some time ago, is reported as fact,
followed by the statement "That
number ofMexican traders killed ex
ceeds the number of U.S. traders ...
killed by Indians over the extent of
the Trail era" (p. 4).

After noting that young Kit Car
son ran away from his apprentice
ship in Franklin to follow the Trail,
Worley states "He never came back
to his native Missouri" (p. 5). Since
Kit was born in Kentucky, that is
probably true, but he did return to
Missouri.

Where did the Cimarron River
cross "the present-day Texas" pan
handle (p. 37)? How many ring-neck
pheasants were along the Trail (p.
49), since these are a later import
from China? How did Dick "Woot
ten" establish his toll road over Ra
ton Pass in "the 1850s" (p. 54)? How
is it that "antelope" are so evasive
that "New Mexico natives may go
through months or years of travel
through the northeastern part of the
state without once seeing these
beautiful elusive animals" (p. 60)?

Students of Bent's Fort will be
surprised and appalled to read that
the visit of Kearny's Army of the
West to the fort in 1846 "resulted in
more destruction to the structure
than almost any Indian attack. The
fort's abandonment was a direct re
sult of this brief occupation" (p. 69).

This book can only be recom
mended for the pictures, a number of
which are peripheral to the Trail.

• • • •

Harry C. Myers kindly furnished
prints for reproduction here, to help
tell the rest of the story of Jose Wa
trous. These add persona to the ear
lier article.

The photographs were probably
identified by Carrie Watrous Roulet
in 1965, when she reviewed and
made notes on a booklet by F. Stan
ley, The Watrous New Mexico Story.
Carrie, daughter of Jose and Louisa,
was born in 1869.

George Berg, father of Louisa Berg who
married Jose Watrous. Berg traveled
west In 1856 to work as a gunsmith at
Fort Union. (CAT 8513. NEG 817. Fori Union
NM ArChives.)

Jose Watrous. center. with Carl Wllden
stein and William Kronig. Wlldensteln
married Abelina Watrous and Kronlg
married Louisa Watrous. (CAT 8514 NEG
817/ Fort Union NM Archives.)

(This is a photographic supplement
to Fisher's article, "In Search of Jose
Watrous," Wagon Tracks, XlI (Feb.
1998), 6-12, which see. Supt. Harry
C. Myers, Fort Union National Mon
ument, deserves special thanks for
providing copies ofthe photographs. )

RESEARCH means search again.
The missing photographs ofWatrous
were found lurking in the files of
Fort Union National Monument Ar
chives. Fort Union Superintendent

Jose and Louisa Berg Watrous. In 1856 Jose returned to La Junta from Missouri with
his father's wagon train. Traveling with them was the George Berg family. Daughter
Louisa Berg was 14 years old. She married Jose In 1862. In 1870 Jose and Louisa
were listed In the census as married with a one-year-old daughter. Carrie. leAT8511
NEG 814. Fort Union National Monument Archives.)
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parade of provincial governors who
influenced conditions in Nuevo Mex
ico, round out the historical narra
tive. The Spanish legacy of Colorado
comprises the final chapter.

Most of this information can be
found in books on Spanish colonial
frontier history, but Carson has fo
cused primarily on Colorado, and
has spent seven years researching
the topic, retracing routes, and seek
ing artifacts. He imparts excitement
and adventure to this skillfully
written work. A glossary of Spanish
words and a chronology are helpful.
This book will captivate most gen
eral readers with an interest in Colo
rado.

C. Robert Haywood, The Merchant
Prince of Dodge City: The Life and
Times ofRobert M. Wright. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1998.
pp. xviii + 236. Map, illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. Cloth,
$27.95.

Robert Wright was closely associ
ated with the late history of the
Santa Fe Trail, and he served for
several years as post trader at Fort
Dodge. He was engaged in freight
ing. He was one of the founders and
the leading merchant of Dodge City.

This is the definitive biography of
a merchant on the Trail whose pri
vate life was an intriguing tale too.
His story includes much of the his
tory of early Dodge City. For all he
did it's a wonder that Dodge City was
not named Wright City, but there is
a town named Wright a few miles
east ofDodge. Highly recommended.

• • • •
Kenneth L. Holmes, ed., Covered
Wagon Women, Vol. VII: Diaries &
Letters from the Western Trails,
1854-1860. 1987-reprint, Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1998.
Pp. 306. Illustrations, index. Paper,
$14.00.

This volume contains eight docu
ments, with an introduction by Shir
ley A. Leckie. These diaries reveal
much about the lives of women on
the overland trails, and the entire se
ries is thought-provoking, inexpen
sive, and highly recommended.

This particular volume is of spe
cial interest to Santa Fe Trail stu
dents because it includes the letters
of Julia Archibald Holmes (1858) of
her trip to Colorado over the Trail.

-Bonita M. Oliva

This is good because the little book of
Holmes's adventures, A Bloomer
Girl on Pikes Peak, has long been out
of print. An advocate of women's
rights and wearer of the bloomer cos
tume, Holmes was the first white
woman to climb Pike's Peak. Her let
ters are sufficient reason to purchase
this volume.

••••
David V. Alexander, Arizona Fron
tier Military Place Names (1846
1912). Yucca Tree Press, 2130 Hilton
Dr, Las Cruces NM 88005, 1998. Pa
per, $12.95 plus $2.00 shipping.

The author of this very well-done
book claims that it is not only a com
plete summary of Arizona's old forts
and camps but also of battleground
sites and geographic features asso
ciated with the Indian wars. I don't
doubt it.

Most of the place names are listed
with county, township and range
(and sometimes section number),
and elevation. Many are coded to in
dicate if the exact site is known and,
ifit is. whether or not it is accessible
with difficulty or with ease.

Most descriptions are fleshed out
with interesting historical anec
dotes, annotated as to source. These
tidbits make the book readable and
much more than just a list of places.

There are maps and more than
two dozen illustrations. As the au
thor states, this book is both for the
armchair explorer and those wishing
to explore more actively. Happily,
the author is currently working on a
similar book covering New Mexico.

-E. Donald Kaye
• • • •

Gregory M. Franzwa, Covered
Wagon Roads to the American West,
a map. Tucson: The Patrice Press,
1998. Folded, $8.95; flat, $9.95, plus
shipping. Order toll free: 1-800-367
9242.

Maps are one of Greg Franzwa's
many areas ofexpertise, and this is a
beauty. This large (23" x 36"), color
ful topographical map of the region
west of the Mississippi River shows
the route of many major trails
(mostly those in the National Trails
System), but not the Fort Smith
Road to New Mexico, Smoky Hill
Trail from the Missouri River to
Denver, nor the road from San Anto
nio to El Paso. These were covered
wagon roads while the Old Spanish
Trail, included, was only a pack trail.

••••

Ralph Moody, Stagecoach West. 1967
-reprint, Lincoln: University of Ne
braska Press, 1998. Pp. xvi + 34l.
Maps, illustrations, bibliography, in
dex. Paper, $15.00.

This reprint of a classic contains a
new introduction by SFTA member
Mark L. Gardner. It is still the best
single volume on the subject, a pleas
ure to read, but the sections on the
Santa Fe Trail are dated and inade
quate. With this book for an over
view and background, Trail students
should then read Morris F. Taylor's
First Mail West: Stagecoach Lines on
the Santa Fe Trail (1971).

• • • •
Phil Carson, Across the Northern
Frontier: Spanish Explorations in
Colorado. Boulder: Johnson Books,
1998. Pp. xviii + 254. Maps, illustra
tions, notes, bibliography, index.
Cloth, $27.50; paper, $18.00.

Carson, a Colorado journalist
with a special interest in the cultural
heritage of the Southwest, has writ
ten a general history on the modern
state of Colorado during the Spanish
colonial period. Obviously Colorado
was then a part of the isolated, im
poverished province of Nueva Mex
ico, located north of the main settle
ments. Due to rugged topography
and hostile Indians, there was never
a Spanish settlement there.

The primary sources for this era
are the journals and reports of mili
tary and other expeditions. Ulibarri
(1706) and Villasur (1720) passed
through southeastern Colorado on
diplomatic missions. De Vargas
(1694), Valverde (1719), and De
Anza (1779) ventured into central
Colorado. Captain Roque de Madrid,
who escaped the Pueblo Revolt in
1680, traveled to the San Juan
Mountains while pursuing Navajos
in 1705. Rivera (1765) and Domin
guez and Escalante (1776) led ex
ploring parties into western Colo
rado.

Carson believes that the major
portion of travel into Colorado was
undocumented trade expeditions to
the Utes and other Indians, which
was well-established by the early
1700s. Laws forbidding this trade
are evidence that it was widespread.
Spanish trade items were reported
among the Mandans and as far north
as Canada.

Events in Europe, Spain, Mexico,
and the American colonies, plus the

8 Wagon Tracks November 1998



Carmel Benavides, An Early Santa Fe Trail Woman
by Mary Jean Cook

There weren't any covered wagons
with Lewis and Clark either, and the
Anza Trail seems not to fit the crite
rion.

It would be more accurate to drop
the "covered wagon" from the title
and call it "roads" or "trails" to the
American West. Then other routes
followed by explorers could be in
cluded. Why not Coronado? Unfortu
nately, Franzwa just won't give up
the unhistorical designations of "Ci
marron Cutoff' and "Mountain
Branch" for the Santa Fe Trail and
accept the historic names that SFTA
has been working hard to promote
for at least a decade: the "Cimarron
Route" and the "Mountain Route" or
"Bent's Fort Route" or even "Raton
Route."

Despite these shortcomings, all of
which can be corrected in the next
printing, this handsome map be
longs on the wall ofeveryone who en
joys maps or has any interest in the
American West. Nothing else com
pares to it.

FORT DODGE BOOK
FGRT Dodge: Sentry of the Western
Plains, by Leo E. Oliva, was released
October 1 by the Kansas State His
torical Society. This is the fifth in a
series of eight books about Kansas
military posts produced by the Kan
sas Forts Network. Oliva is pres
ently working on Fort Harker, his
last book in the series. The books on
Forts Leavenworth and Riley are as
signed to other writers. Jerry Tho
mas, Manhattan artist, is creating a
special painting fOl' the cover of each
book. Fort Dodge is available from
Last Chance Store for $10 postpaid.

ELDERHOSTEL TOUR 1998
THERE were 40 eager participants
on the 1998 Elderhostel Trail tour
led by Jim Sherer, with Leo E. Oliva
as instructor, sponsored by Dodge
City Community College, October
11-18, 1998. They traveled by bus
from Independence, MO, to Santa
Fe. NM, and back, following both
major routes of the historic Trail.
Along the way they were met by and
talked to by SFTA notables
Katharine Kelley, Deanne Wright,
Ralph Hathaway, Ruth Olson Pe
ters, Pat Heath, Paul Bentrup,
Harry Myers, Marc Simmons, Don
ald Kaye, and Mike Olsen. Next
year's tour will be October 10-17.
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(Mary Jean Cook, Santa Fe, is a
charter member of SFTA, a diligent
Trail historian, and a frequent con
tributor to Wagon Tracks. She con
tinues to seek information about Car
mel Benavides and, if found, will
share it with WT readers.)

Author's Preface: This researcher
attended the first Robidoux Family
Reunion, sponsored by the St. Joseph
Historical Society in St. Joseph, Mis
souri, 6-8 August 1998. Today there
are approximately 52 different spell
ings of the name Robidoux scattered
across the U. S., Canada, and Ha
waii, with almost as many pronun
ciations. Facetiously, the wife of one
descendent labels her specialty cloth
ing, "Ruby Dew." A future Robidoux
family reunion is planned, the group
to travel from St. Joseph to Califor
nia, via Fort Laramie, Fort Uncom
pahgre, Fort Uintah, and many other
places linked with the fur-trading ac
tivities and other business endeavors
of the various Robidoux brothers.

The spelling used in this
article is that of Antoine Robidoux's
signature found on New Mexico
documents. The "x" is clearly visible
and not merely a flourish. Benavides
is spelled as found in the Archives of
the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and the
Santa Fe County Deed Records.
Names such as Isadore / Isidore and
Carmelete / Cannelita varied so
greatly that it became virtually im
possible to determine a consistent or
definitive spelling. While historian
Merrill J. Mattes wrote "Black Snake
Hills," the early use of "Blacksnake
Hills" is employed here, as adopted
bypresent-day St. Joseph historians.

Acknowledgments: Many people
aided this search, and thanks are ex
tended to them: Patricia Kusche,
San Marino, CA; Robert S. Stollste
imer, Montrose, CO: Dan Deuter,
Fort Uncompahgre, Delta CO; Jac
queline Lewin, Curator of History,
St. Joseph Museum, St. Joseph, MO;
Anna Belle Cartwright, Curator, Na
tional Frontier Trails Center, Inde
pendence, MO; Karl and Shirley Ro
bidoux Reinecker, Castaic, CA; Joe
Robidoux, El Cajon, CA; Clyde and
Mavis Weeks, St. Joseph Historical
Society, St. Joseph, MO; and David
Snow, Curator of Collections, Palace
of the Governors, Santa Fe.
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CARMEL Benavides, a Santa Fe
native, is now the earliest known
Euro-American woman to travel the
Santa Fe Trail, although there ap
parently were others whose names
remain unknown (particularly the
Spanish women exiled from New
Mexico in 1829). Equally significant,
she crossed the Trail as many or
more times than any other woman in
Trail history (Lydia Spencer Lane
may have traveled as many times).

Carmel's otherwise unfamiliar
name achieves greater historical rec
ognition as Carmel Benavides de Ro
bidoux, the common-law wife of An
toine Robidoux, Southwest voya
geur, fur trader, Santa Fe merchant
and alcalde (magistrate), and Mexi
can War interpreter for General Ste
phen Watts Kearny.

The life of Carmel Benavides, as a
part of the large Robidoux clan, pro
vides insight into the solitary exis
tence of a fur trader/trail merchant's
wife from 1828 to 1860. Her unparal
leled story presents a broad picture
of life and death experienced by a
woman who not only traveled the
Santa Fe Trail intermittently but
also lived for extended periods of
time at both ends of it.

The Benavides-Robidoux saga in
its entirety spans Arizona, Califor
nia, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, Ne
vada, New Mexico, and Utah. It re
counts early Southwest fur trade, fur
trading forts, and the eventual death
of the fur trade. It reveals other
women who crossed the plains. An
toine Robidoux and Carmel had a
daughter, an adopted daughter, and
an adopted granddaughter who also
traveled the Santa Fe Trail. Seldom
does one find a more intriguing cou
ple who, with their family, traveled
the Trail with relative frequency.
Moreover, this far-flung account rec
ords cross-cultural family relation
ships amid the turmoil of financial
fortunes made and lost.

Two decades before and after the
U. S. Army arrived in New Mexico in
1846, Antoine and Carmel Robidoux
encountered Indian skirmishes and
harrowing travel on the Trail. In ad
dition to the Santa Fe Trail, An.toine
traveled the Great Platte River
Road, California-Oregon Trail, Old
Spanish Trail, the Gila Trail, and
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part of the Chihuahua Trail. Conse
quently, pursuit of the lively foot
steps of Carmel involves tracing the
travels she possibly made with An
toine. She may have traveled into
the remote fur-trapping areas of
present Utah and Colorado during
the earliest and sparsely-document
ed years of these areas.

One historian has suggested that,
if Carmel indeed ventured into what
later became the state of Utah, she
was probably the first white woman
in history to have done so-a conjec
ture not entirely without basis. She
could have done so. Her physical
stamina and prowess on a horse
were well known in New Mexico. A
high-spirited woman of strong intel
lect, Carmel might have found un
conventional female travel exciting.

During the late 1830s and early
1840s, Antoine Robidoux established
two fur-trading forts, Fort Uintah or
Robidoux on a fork of the Uintah
River near its junction with the
Green River in northeastern Utah,
and Fort Uncompahgre on the Gun
nison River below the mouth of the
Uncompahgre River near present
Delta in western Colorado. The exact
location of Fort Uncompahgre is yet
to be established.

While the "comings and goings of
the Robidoux parties during the
1820s and 1830s are perplexing,"
they are no less perplexing than
those of Carmel Benavides and her
daughters. Their journeys between
Missouri and New Mexico were un
doubtedly determined by the busi
ness demands of Antoine. At either
terminus of the Trail, Antoine and
Carmel enjoyed Robidoux, Barada,
Benavides, Baca, and Ortiz family
members to support and sustain
them during times of illness or emer
gency. In the Southwest, this His
panic and Indian family network
was known as compadrazgo, such as
the spiritual affinity supplied by a
godparent.

Antoine Robidoux, born Septem
ber 24, 1794, in Florissant, Missouri
(a suburb of St. Louis) and consid
ered to be the most famous of the
ubiquitous Robidoux family, made
several expeditions into the South
west during the early 1820s. Joseph
Robidoux III, older brother of An
toine, outfitted a trading party to
New Mexico as early as 1823. An
toine Robidoux and his brothers
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-Joseph III (b. 1783), Frant;ois (b.
1788), Pierre Isidore (b. 1791), Louis
(b. 1796), and Michel (b. 1798)
dominated the highly competitive
fur trade in the Southwest until its
demise in the early 1840s.

History has recorded the first Ro
bidou immigrant of French-Spanish
origin, who arrived in Canada
around 1643, as Andre, born to
Manuel Robidou of the Saint
Germain parish on the Left Bank of
the Seine River in Paris, France, and
Catherine Alue of the diocese of
Sainte-Marie de Galice, Burgos,
Spain. Called "The Spaniard," dark
skinned Andre, a year after his arri
val in Quebec City, married Jeanne
Denote from the Saint-Germain
I'Auxerrois parish also in Paris.
Noted in their marriage contract was
the information that the bride was
one of the "Filles dlL Roi" (Daughters
of the King), recruited by Bourbon
Louis XIV to populate New France
(Canada). As such, she was fur
nished passage and clothing, plus a
dowry of 50 livres (French currency)
should she marry a soldier, 100
livres to marry an officer. Andre Ro
bidou was listed on the 1666 Quebec
census as a sailor and employed by a
well-known settler, interpreter, and
fur trader by the name of Eustache
Lambert.

The Roubidoux family had a con
fusing number of Josephs. Joseph I
(grandson of Andre) and his son J 0

seph II joined the French-Canadian
colony of St. Louis, Missouri, in
1771. Joseph II initiated the Robi
doux fur trade in this country.
Seventy-two years and one Joseph
later in 1843, Joseph III, older
brother of Antoine, founded today's
St. Joseph, Missouri, near the Robi
doux's Blacksnake Hills Trading
Post on the Missouri River. A pe
rusal of the Robidoux ancestry indi
cates that Antoine Robidoux de
scended from several generations ei
ther directly or indirectly involved in
the leather and/or fur trade of Can
ada, the U. S., and Mexico.

Carmel Benavides, baptized Ma
ria de la Cruz Carmen as a two-day
old infant on 22 November 1811, was
born to Guadalupe Baca and Pablo
Benavides. The eldest of thirteen
children, Guadalupe Baca was born
to don Juan Domingo Baca y Chavez
(the last name being that of his
mother) and dona Ana Gertrudis Or-
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tiz. Juan Domingo was a capitan at
the Santa Fe presidio and was said to
have been killed by the Comanches.
Carmel's uncle, don Francisco Baca y
Ortiz, is also described in church
baptismal records as "El Capitan de
Castrense" (La Castrense, the mili
tary chapel on the south side of
Santa Fe's plaza), and "El Cuida
dano" (citizen).

Ana Maria Baca, an aunt of Car
mel, was Pedro Bautista Pino's third
wife. The well-known don Pedro Pino
represented New Mexico in 1810 at
the cortes, the Spanish representa
tive body assembled in Cadiz, Spain,
during the Napoleonic occupation to
draft a constitution for Spain. He
also authored La Exposici6n Sucinta
y Sencilla de la Provincia del Nuevo
Mexico, a report on early nineteenth
century conditions of New Mexico.

As notable as the Baca family of
Carmel appears to be, the Ortiz heri
tage ofher family attracts greater in
terest. Her maternal grandmother,
Ana Gertrudis Ortiz, descended from
the wealthy and powerful Ortiz fam
ily. A distinguished witness to the
Baca-Ortiz marriage in 1782 was
New Mexico Governor Juan Bautista
de Anza (1778-1788).

The great-grandmother of Carmel
was Rosa Bustamante who in 1754
married Antonio Jose Ortiz. Antonio
Jose, a prominent rancher and mer
chant of Santa Fe, in 1798 financed
the large altar screen seen today in
San Miguel Mission on Old Santa Fe
Trail in Santa Fe. Ortiz, perhaps the
richest man in New Mexico at the
time, in 1805 renovated and en
larged the Conquistadora Chapel,
the north chapel in present-day St.
Francis Cathedral, and in 1807 built
Rosario Chapel. The genealogy of
Carmel Benavides is indeed an im
pressive who's who of early New
Mexico history.

Orral Messmore Robidoux's Me
morial to the Robidoux Brothers, an
account based primarily upon oral
history, stated Manuel Armijo and
his wife, Trinidad Gabaldon, adop
ted Carmel. Such adoptions were not
always of record. Nevertheless, Gov.
Armijo and his wife did serve as god
parents in 1828 at the baptism of a
son born to Carmel's uncle, Fran
cisco Baca y Ortiz.

Early documentation of Antoine
Robidoux's presence in New Mexico
appears on a permit to enter the In-
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dian country, February 19, 1824,
signed by Colonel Henry Leaven
worth at Fort Atkinson (north of
present Omaha, Nebraska). It indi
cates that Antoine was traveling
with sixteen other men listed in an
earlier permit signed by Superinten
dent of Indian Mfairs William Clark
on December 29, 1823, St. Louis,
Missouri. By the fall of 1824, Antoine
had made his way from Taos to the
Green River in Utah. The 1823 list of
sixteen trappers included Charles
Beaubien oflater Beaubien-Miranda
(Maxwell) land grant fame, one of
the largest in New Mexico history.

According to his obituary, Antoine
had earlier traveled with Colonel
Henry Atkinson's 1819 Yellowstone
Expedition of 1,100 men. This army,
intended to intimidate British fur
traders and the Indians, in reality
reached no farther than Old Council
Bluffs in today's Nebraska. Antoine
may have made other trips onto the
plains before going to New Mexico.

When he first met Carmel is un
known, but she may have resided
near the Santa Fe plaza when he
first arrived there. In 1836 Guada
lupe Baca was shown as the owner of
property at #3 on Calle del Granero,
a street leading eastward from the
plaza where the Santa Fe presidio
stored its grain supply. Carmel later
inherited the Calle del Granero prop
erty on today's East Palace Avenue,
west of Sena Plaza. She sold her
seven-room home in 1879 to L. Brad
ford Prince, who served as New Mex
ico territorial supreme court justice
and governor. The adobe compound
with its placita and portal facing Pal
ace Avenue then became known as
Prince Plaza. Today Prince Plaza is
the site of the popular Shed Restau
rant. Thus, Carmel perhaps grew up
only a block from Santa Fe's bustling
plaza filled with fur traders and
Trail merchants, Antoine Robidoux
being one of the earliest.

An "x" rather than her signature
on real estate deeds in 1879 indi
cates that Carmel was not literate
though she spoke fluent English,
Spanish, and French. Antoine Robi
doux also spoke these three lan
guages plus Ute. Christian Stollste
imer, husband of Carmel and An
toine's adopted granddaughter,
Amanda, spoke German, English,
Spanish, French, and Ute, which il
lustrates the multilingual environ-
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ment of the Robidoux: and Stollste
imer households. According to family
lore, Spanish was the preferred lan
guage in the Stollsteimer home.

Not surprisingly, the name of Car
mel Benavides escaped mention in
early fur traders' accounts. Because
of the remote life led by these men
and their absence from home for long
periods oftime, it was not uncommon
for them to keep a "city wife" and one
or more "country wives," the latter
often taken from different Indian
tribes. There is evidence that An
toine Robidoux practiced this custom
as well. Not unlike the Hispanic
Anglo marriages in New Mexico by
fur traders and Trail merchants,
such cross-cultural alliances facili
tated doing business in the early
Southwest.

It is not known if any children
were born to Antoine by an Indian
woman. There is at least one sugges
tive probability. Santa Fe church
records attest to the baptism on De
cember 13, 1841, of an unnamed
twelve-year-old Ute boy, parents un
known, "belonging to don Antonio
Robidoux." Carmen Benavides is
listed as a padrina or godparent.
Possibly the Indian boy was An
toine's son. If so, Carmel surely was
cognizant of the fact.

The subject of the common-law
wives of the various Robidoux broth
ers in New Mexico--Antoine, Louis,
Isidore, Fran/tois, and Michel-de
serves mention. Briefly stated, An
toine and Louis remained with their
common-law Hispanic wives, Car
mel Benavides and Guadalupe Gar
cia, throughout their lifetimes. Isi
dore, Fran/tois, and Michel appear to
have cohabited with Hispanic wo
men in Taos during the late 1820s
and early 1830s, but they did not re
main with them. New Mexico Robi
doux descendants are found in late
nineteenth-century Rio Arriba (up
per river), according to Rose Trujillo
Segura, of Chimayo and Santa Fe,
who claims a distant relationship.

While it is possible to trace some
but not all ofAntoine's footsteps dur
ing the 1820s and 1830s as men
tioned earlier, Carmel remains diffi
cult to follow. One source vaguely
numbers her Santa Fe Trail cross
ings as "at least six times as far back
as 1833." Carmel's travels might
have begun even earlier since the
year 1828 is designated as the begin-
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ning of the Benavides-Robidoux liai
son in Santa Fe, their ages 17 and 34
years respectively.

Carmel Benavides may have trav
eled the Trail with the six unidenti
fied Spanish women in the 1829
wagon train of the peninsulares
(those born in Spain on the Iberian
peninsula) who were expelled from
New Mexico eight years following
the signing of the Treaty of Cordoba
on 24 August 1821 when Mexico re
belled against Spain. Future re
searchers may eventually uncover
some or all of the names of the pres
ently unknown Spanish women in
this 1829 caravan.

Benavides Crossings #1 and #2
An attempt to clarify the state

ment of"at least six times as far back
as 1833," describing the Santa Fe
Trail trips ostensibly made by Car
mel, brought new facts to light. Erro
neously called childless by more
than one historian, Carmel gave
birth in Missouri to a daughter
named "Carmelete," recorded as
"about 1830." This birth may have
occurred at the Blacksnake Hills
Trading Post (later called St. Joseph)
or possibly in St. Louis. An eight
year-old girl named Carmen (the
names Carmel, Carmen, Carmelete,
and Carmelita used interchangea
bly) was living in the Antoine Robi
doux Santa Fe household in 1841,
the census giving no place of birth. If
this was the same girl who was born
in Missouri, her birth occurred ei
ther in 1832 or 1833. Thus Carmel
was already in Missouri by at least
the early 1830s, possibly earlier.
When she returned to New Mexico
has not been determined, but she
was there at the time ofthe 1841 cen
sus. Following the 1841 census, rec
ord of the child Carmen (Carmelete)
has not been found. The available
evidence supports the conclusion
that this daughter traveled the Trail
at least once.

A girl named Martina Anaya,
born in Santa Fe and said to be an or
phaned relative of Carmel, was
adopted by Antoine Robidoux and
Carmel Benavides around 1828. The
mother of Martina, Maria de la Cruz
Bustamante, died when Martina
was six years old (1827) and her fa
ther, Ascencio Anaya, died when she
was nine (1828). Martina and Car
mel were cousins.

The adopted Martina was listed in
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the 1841 Santa Fe census as Martina
Robiduo, a 20-year-old servant living
in the Robidoux household. Accord
ing to family history, Martina Anaya
was called "Carmelette or Little Car
men." She, too, traveled the Trail at
least once. Understandably, there is
confusion here because descendants
of Martina Anaya today appear to be
unaware of the birth of the daughter
Carmelete in Missouri in the early
1830s.

Benavides Crossings #8 and #4
Carmel's third crossing of the

plains apparently occurred some
time in 1841, but the exact dates re
main unknown. Carmel and Antoine
were in Santa Fe during the spring
and summer of 1841 and in town
during the census of that year. They
returned to Missouri before her
fourth trip in the autumn of 1841,
when the party encountered a terri
ble snowstorm in November of that
year. En route to Santa Fe, Antoine
Robidoux reportedly lost over 100
(another account stated 400) mules
and horses which froze to death near
Cottonwood Crossing in present
Kansas. Joseph Robidoux, Jr., led a
rescue party from Blacksnake Hills
Trading Post to discover that seven
of Robidoux's men had frozen to
death as well as a servant girl who
slept beside Carmel during the
night. The servant girl mentioned
obviously was not Martina Anaya,
since she married six years later in
1847. When they reached Santa Fe
has not been determined.

Benavides Crossing #5
Carmel and Martina left Santa Fe

for Missouri sometime in 1845, a
year prior to the Mexican War. An
toine mayor may not have returned
to Santa Fe from Colorado and Utah
in order to accompany them on the
Santa Fe Trail. Most likely he did
not, for he was reported to be at Fort
Laramie in mid-July 1845, and he
arrived in Missouri in early August,
according to the St. Joseph Gazette.
A year earlier, in November 1844,
Antoine's younger brother, Louis,
and family left Santa Fe for Califor
nia. The reason for the joint Robi
doux departures may be attributed
to financial distress due to the de
clining fur trade, as well as the po
litical unrest. Both brothers were
said to be "great friends" of Governor
Manuel Armijo, with whom they un
doubtedly shared critical U.S.-Mex-
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ico information.
In 1843, when Texan brigands

threatened Mexicans traveling the
Santa Fe Trail, Captain Philip St.
George Cooke led two U.S. military
escorts (one in the spring and one in
the late summer and autumn) to pro
tect the wagon trains. While guard
ing nine miles of wagons stretched
along the Santa Fe Trail during the
second escort, he encountered An
toine Robidoux and recorded the fol
lowing conversation at Cottonwood
Fork, September 6, 1843: "This man
[Antoine] prays for the annexation of
New Mexico, as necessary to develop
its mineral riches: he asserts, that he
knows districts where, for twenty
miles, it is impossible to find a hand
ful of dirt without gold." Cooke in
quired of Robidoux, "Why in the
world have you not made your for
tune collecting it?" Antoine answers,
"'I sunk,' he replied with a true
Frenchman's shrug, 'eight thousand
dollar.'''

More than likely the investment
Robidoux spoke about in 1843 to
Cooke was the Santo Niiio mine of
the Sierra del Oso area, south of
Santa Fe. An 1828 mine at Taos was
mentioned by Orral Messmore Robi
doux, but no documents to confirm
this can be found. A conveyance
dated 1834 reveals that Antoine Ro
bidoux bought the Santo Niiio from
Dolores Jalomo, Ygnacio Ladron de
Guevara, Santiago Abreu, and Mar
celino Abreu. Earlier, Antoine had
sold his St. Louis property at the
northwest corner of Second (Church)
and Market Streets, proceeds of the
sale perhaps used for the mine in
vestment.

Antoine's return to St. Joseph was
surely precipitated in large part by
the destruction of Fort Uncompah
gre in 1844-1845 by hostile Ute Indi
ans. Fortunately, Antoine survived
the fort massacre because he was
elsewhere at the time. The conflict,
in reality between the Utes and His
panics, had erupted in September
1844 with the killing of Ute Chief
Panasiyave by Governor Armijo and
General Mariano Martinez de Le
janza in Santa Fe's Palace of the
Governors.

Some ten years later, Robidoux,
while in Washington, D.C., con
firmed that his Utah trading estab
lishment, Fort Uintah, was subse
quently burned by mountaineer Jim
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Baker to thwart any future fur trade
competition. Antoine's trading days
in Utah and Colorado came to a fiery
end, and he left New Mexico under a
cloud of debt. His powerful fur trade
dynasty, built twenty years earlier,
collapsed.

From correspondence found in the
New Mexico State Archives, Antoine
Robidoux suffered serious debt by
the early 1840s. In September 1842,
Charles Bent in Taos wrote to Span
iard Manuel Alvarez: "I shall visit
Santafe so soone as I setle with Ro
badaux, he goes dawn I expect, to try
and get some person to lone him
mony payable in St. Louis, he owes a
greadeal of mony in the U States I
know." Antoine and his brother
Louis probably experienced failure
in their Santa Fe business as well, a
store which was located on or near
the plaza, the exact site unknown to
day.

Stories abound about the gam
bling habits of Joseph Robidoux III,
Antoine's brother. The famous
mountain man, Joseph Meek, la
beled Antoine Robidoux an "addicted
gambler." Among the debts Antoine
left behind in Santa Fe was one to
the notorious gambler, Gertrudis
Barcelo, known as La Tules. Her
Santa Fe lawyer, W. Z. Angney, in
formed merchant Manuel Alvarez of
the destruction of the papers en
trusted to him by "Madam Tule"
against Robidoux in a San Francisco
fire. Unfortunately, Angney's letter
dated 30 January 1852 arrived too
late to inform La Tules. The notori
ous gambler was dead and ostenta
tiously buried two weeks earlier.

Between April and August of
1841, Antoine, Carmel, and Guada
lupe Garcia (common-law wife of
Louis Robidoux) were charging pur
chases to the Giddings & Gentry ac
count at the Santa Fe plaza store of
Manuel Alvarez. Among the pur
chases were varas (a vara equaling
approximately 32 inches) of lienzo
(linen), mahan (nankeen, light cot
ton goods), manta (muslin);
madegU]as de seda (skeins of silk
thread), as well asgamusas (chamois
skins) and a vela de ceau (cera, wax
candle). Only a month earlier, the
firm ofJames M. Giddings & Reuben
Gentry purchased a substantial
$385.39 stock of the fabrics men
tioned.

In Commerce of the Prairies
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(1844), Josiah Gregg observed: "Al
though a fair variety of dry goods,
silks. hardware, etc., is to be found in
this market [Santa Fe], domestic cot
tons. both bleached and brown, con
stitute the great staple. of which
nearly equal quantities ought to en
ter into a 'Santa Fe assortment.' The
demand for these goods is such that
at least one half of our stocks of mer
chandise is made up of them. How
ever, although they afford a greater
nominal per centum than many
other articles, the profits are reduced
by their freight and heavy duty....
The demand for calicoes is also con
siderable, but this kind of goods af
fords much less profit. The quantity
in an assortment should be about
equal to half that of domestics. Cot
ton velvets, and drillings (whether
bleached, brown or blue, and espe
cially the latter), have also been in
much request. But all the coarser
cotton goods, whether shirtings, cali
coes or drillings, etc., were prohib
ited by the Arancel of 1837; and still
continue to be, with some modifica
tions."

Shopping for a trousseau in Mis
souri rather than in New Mexico
meant savings to new brides like
Martina Anaya. In St. Joseph, Mis
souri, the adopted Martina married
Isidore Barada on February 15,
1847, according to the records of St.
Joseph Cathedral. It was a second
marriage for Isidore Barada who in
1845 was elected a trustee on the
first town council of St. Joseph. Isi
dore ran a coffee house and confec
tionery at the time of the wedding.
Martina gave birth to a daughter
named Amanda Barada on June 26,
1852. During the intervening five
years between 1847 and 1852, she
quite possibly had one or more mis
carriages. Martina died in 1852 soon
after the birth ofAmanda.

There were other plans for Car
mel's husband that once again re
quired his absence from home. In
1846 Antoine became the interpreter
for General Stephen Watts Kearny,
traveling with the Army of the West
to Santa Fe and on to California.
Kearny had obviously learned of An
toine's visit to California in 1837
with his brother Louis. In an 1841
public talk held in Weston (near St.
Joseph), Missouri, Robidoux extolled
the healthy and germless virtues of
the pristine California climate. The
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prime purpose of the talk, arranged
by John Bidwell, was intended to
drum up emigrants to join the
Bidwell-Bartleson Expedition.

Kit Carson, Antoine's good friend
and fellow mountain man, met the
military retinue near the Gila River
area. Carson was traveling eastward
carrying a dispatch from John C.
Fremont. but Robidoux persuaded
him to join Kearny's troops and re
turn to California with them. With
amazing pluck, Kit somehow es
caped without injury in the conflict
near San Diego which has been
called the most famous and deadly in
California history.

At the Battle of San Pasqual, An
toine was seriously wounded, as was
General Kearny, and he never fully
recovered. Antoine's wound was in
the lower back area, the lance point
rupturing the lumbar nerve and
causing severe trauma with partial
and temporary paralysis. Recalling
what he thought to be a dying Robi
doux at the time, U. S. Army To
pographical Engineer William H.
Emory wrote: "Don Antonio Robi
deaux, a thin man of fifty-five years,
slept next to me. The loss of blood
from his wounds. added to the cold
ness of the night, 28° Fahrenheit,
made me think he would never see
daylight, but I was mistaken. He
woke me to ask if I did not smell cof
fee, and expressed the belief that a
cup of that beverage would save his
life, and that nothing else would. Not
knowing there had been any coffee in
camp for many days, I supposed a
dream had carried him back to the
cafes of St. Louis and New Orleans,
and it was with some surprise I
[found] my cook heating a cup of cof
fee over a small fire made of wild
sage. One of the most agreeable little
offices performed in my life, and I be
lieve in the cook's, to whom the coffee
belonged, was, to pour this precious
draught into the waning body of our
friend Robideaux. His warmth re
turned, and with it hopes of life. In
gratitude he gave me, what was then
a great rarity, the half of a cake
made of brown flour, almost black
with dirt, and which had, for greater
security, been hidden in the clothes
of his Mexican servant, a man who
scorned ablutions."

Antoine returned to Missouri
where he lived out the remainder of
his life on a government pension
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granted by a special act of Congress.
In one official document, Robidoux
expressed his great desire to return
to New Mexico, "The climate being
[to him] more agreeable and the as
sociates and friends of his early life
being there and in the vicinity." M
tel' a lifetime of restless adventure,
Antoine yearned for quiet repose
amid the majesty of the Sangre de
Cristo Mountains and the warm fel
lowship ofold friends. In truth, there
could not have been many old friends
still alive. In 1856, Robidoux claimed
that of three hundred hunters and
trappers who trapped the Rocky
Mountains in the 1820s, only three
survived. His final New Mexico
wishes never came to pass.

An invalid and blind by 1857, the
famous trail blazer Antoine Robi
doux died August 29, 1860, in St. Jo
seph, the town founded by his
brother. His gravestone in Mount
Olivet Cemetery gives the incorrect
year of 1826 as his arrival in New
Mexico and an incorrect 1790 for his
birth date.

During the years of their St. Jo
seph residency, Carmel and Antoine
witnessed the seemingly crazed im
migrants striking out from Missouri
on the Great Platte River Road and
the California-Oregon Trail. Many
wagon trains were outfitted by the
Robidoux brothers who by then used
their pungent keel boats, which once
carried fur pelts, to ferry people
across the Missouri River. One
source mentioned 20,000 wagons
camped at once on the surrounding
hillsides of St. Joseph awaiting the
grass to green up on the prairies.
Still another source dealt with the
massive sanitation problems.

In his will, executed on August 22,
1860, a week before his death, sixty
six-year-old Antoine acknowledged
Carmel as "his beloved wife," named
her the executrix, and affectionately
called her "Carmelitta." He also ref
ered to Amanda Barada as his
adopted [grand] daughter.

Benavides Crossing #6
Following Antoine's death in

August 1860, Carmel Benavides re
turned to Santa Fe with her adopted
granddaughter, Amanda Barada,
leaving behind her husband and
adopted daughter buried in Mis
souri. The wagon train in which Car
mel and ten-year-old Amanda were
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traveling was attacked by Comanche
Indians on the Kansas prairie. Fam
ily lore tells that once the Indians
saw beautiful Amanda, they tena
ciously but unsuccessfully at
tempted to bargain in every manner
possible for her.

Upon her return to Santa Fe in
the early 1860s, Carmel encountered
monumental changes made since her
departure in 1845 (provided she did
not return in the interim)-French
priests replaced the secular New
Mexican priests in the mass, the Sis
ters of Loretto from Kentucky
opened a school for girls beside the
river on old Santa Fe Trail, Ameri
can soldiers gambled with U.S. silver
dollars, and many more English
speaking women wearing bright
colored sunbonnets, rather than
black rebozos (shawls), walked the
streets.

In 1866 fourteen-year-old Aman
da Barada was courted by Christian
Frederick Stollsteimer, who later be
came a Ute Indian agent in Colo
rado. They were married in Santa
Fe's parroquia (parish church) in
1867 by Father Pierre Eguillon,
vicar-general to Archbishop Jean
Baptiste Lamy. Over the ensuing
years, Christian entered into part
nership with his neighbor, Colonel
Albert Henry Pfeiffer, an earlier Ute
agent who, it is said, greatly influ
enced Christian's sense of justice
and fairness toward the Indians. An
other partnership included the suc
cessful merchant Thomas D. Burns
at Arboles, Colorado, on the Old
Spanish Trail on the San Juan River.

Following the Stollsteimer mar
riage, Carmel, Amanda, and Chris
tian moved to Conejos, Colorado,
eventually living in the Durango
area where Carmel registered her
own horse brand on June 5, 1885.
She died on January 29,1888, at age
seventy-six years. Though her grave
stone has not been found, her burial
took place in what later became
known as Greenmount Cemetery in
Durango.

No likeness of Carmel has yet
been uncovered. However, her
granddaughter, Amanda, was de
scribed by her German husband,
Christian Frederick Stollsteimer. He
painted a sensitive picture of her in
his diary: "My wife is a handsome
woman with an amiable disposition,
she is naturally intelligent and has
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an education. She is of slender fig
ure[,] has a delicate oval face [with]
deep black eyes, and beautiful, long,
rich, soft, black hair."

Christian Stollsteimer died in Pa
gosa Springs, Colorado, on April 13,
1906. Amanda died December 13,
1916 in Pasadena, California, after
moving there three years earlier to
be near a son. The Robidoux-Stoll
steimer family history is a compel
ling Trail history of three genera
tions of women on the Southwest
frontier with Hispanic, French, and
German roots.

Despite the current research on
Carmel Benavides de Robidoux, giv
ing her perhaps only a temporary ti
tle as the earliest known Santa Fe
woman to travel the Santa Fe Trail,
Mary Donoho continues to retain her
title as the "first Anglo-American"
woman of the Trail. As Marian
Meyer has documented, Mary
Donoho arrived in Santa Fe with her
family in 1833, returning to Missouri
in 1837.

Why all this "title" business? It is
because such titles define more
clearly the specific place in Santa Fe
Trail history offeminine travelers as
the list of unknown Trail women is
narrowed. Nevertheless, relatively
little can be discovered about these
early women and their movements
no matter their title or ethnic back
ground. Thus it becomes even more
of a challenge to flesh out their un
told stories and to speak for them.
We are fortunate in the story of Car
mel Benavides. This writer began re
searching her in 1991, but failed to
tap into crucial family resources
which recently came to light.

Thanks to a devoted and history
savvy family, it has been possible to
discover information on the New
Mexico heritage and later life of Car
mel Benavides. With additional luck,
a diary written by Amanda Barada
may yet be found, giving us another
important account by a Santa Fe
Trail woman. A second diary written
by Amanda's husband, Christian
Frederick Stollsteimer (a German
immigrant), is extant as well. Re
grettably, it contains only one small
comment concerning his journey on
foot across the Platte River Road to
Colorado.

Of a youthful Carmel Benavides,
biographer Orral Messmore Robi-
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doux wrote with Victorian flourish,
"There was not a youth within a ra
dius of fifty miles of Santa Fe but
would have braved the very jaws of
death for a smile from the fair Car
mel or a glance of the dark eyes that
shone with the splendor of the stars
that twinkle in the southern firma
ment."

The stories of Carmel Benavides,
Martina Anaya, and Amanda Ba
rada play an equally significant role
along side that of their husbands.
Carmel exemplified all that we are
apt to associate with early Santa Fe
Trail women-courage, spirit, and
devotion to family. It is written that
"She was fond of dancing and would
frequently ride horseback from
Santa Fe to Albuquerque, a distance
of sixty miles, in one day to attend a
ball.... She was as brave as beauti
ful, as her feats of daring were the
talk of the country. On several occa
sions she swam the Rio Grande on
horseback when not a man would un
dertake the feat." Carmel Benavides
is a new and fearless Trail heroine,
but the details of her exciting adven
tures are yet to be further re
searched and discovered if possible.
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(Professor James Hamilton, Asbury
College, Wilmore, Kentucky, conduct
ed a study-tour on the Santa Fe Trail
in May 1998. Hamilton is a member
of SFTA.)
THIS past May nine Asbury College
students were introduced to the
Santa Fe Trail. It was our third an
nual month-long trek on what we
call the New Mexico Study Tour, but
it was our first time to follow the
Santa Fe Trail. When advertising
our trip to my classes, I told them,
"Weare going to turn one ofthe colle
ge's 15-seater vans into an old prai
rie schooner and head out the Santa
Fe Trail just like Kit Carson did
when he was almost your age."

For those who took the bait there
was this extended statement in our
syllabus (we gave three hours credit
in philosophy and three in history):
"This year Asburians will follow in
the footsteps of two great Kentucki
ans, Kit Carson and Susan Shelby
Magoffin, by going to New Mexico via
the Santa Fe Trail. Carson and Ma
goffin, perhaps the Trail's best
known son and daughter, were both
born within 30 miles of Asbury Col
lege-Carson in Richmond and Ma
goffin in Danville. The Beginning-of
the-Trail Monument in New Frank
lin, Missouri. reads, 'This trail, one
of the great highways of the world
stretched nearly one thousand miles,
from Missouri to New Mexico, from
civilization to sundown.' In 1986
Trail historian Marc Simmons wrote
'Now the Santa Fe Trail belongs to
the keening wind. It belongs to sum
mer rains and to the fearful snows of
winter. It is owned by the prairie
dog, the jackrabbit, the rattlesnake..
.. And for a brief interval it is mine,
by adoption, since I choose to stake
my claim to a tiny fragment of its
shining history.' And so with us. As
we move from New Franklin to Inde
pendence to Council Grove to
Pawnee Rock, Fort Larned, Bent's
Fort, Raton Pass, Rayado, Fort Un
ion and finally to Santa Fe we shall
hope, through informed historical
imagination, to sense what Simmons
calls, 'the aura ofmagic and enchant
ment which seems to cling to every
blood-stained, dusty, history-laden
segment of the trail's thousand-mile
length.'''

Wagon Tracks

In addition to the students I was
accompanied by my wife and history
professor Dr. Glen Spann. We were
greatly assisted in planning for our
six days on the Trail by Marc Sim
mons, Anna Belle Cartwright, Ruth
Olson Peters, Deanne Wright, and
Skip Miller. Before leaving, we all
listened to "I Remember the Old, Old
Trail," Danita Ross's wonderful reading
of selections from Marian Sloan Russell's
Land of Enchantment.

In Council Grove Deanne Wright
gave us a tour of historical sites, es
pecially the Kaw Mission Museum,
leaving with us a strong sense of
place. Dr. David Clapsaddle treated
us to a seven-course meal offascinat
ing information while taking us
through the Santa Fe Trail Center in
Larned. A musical presentation by
Mark Gardner at Bent's Fort trans
ported us into the atmosphere of
camp fires under starry skies at the
close of hot, dusty days. At La Junta
John Carson became for us his great
grandfather, retelling in autobio
graphical fashion the life story ofthe
Trail's most famous traveler.

At Rayado we stayed overnight at
the Kit Carson Museum, site of the
old Maxwell/Carson ranch, with din
ner and breakfast prepared by the
students under the gracious supervi
sion of Steven Zimmer and his staff.
Rod Taylor sang western songs as
the setting sun gave place to a thous
and stars. Danita Ross met us in
Santa Fe and took us for the after
noon to her home, which was for us
"the inn at the end of the trail."

Each student was required to
keep a reflective journal ofthe study
tour. Here are a few excerpts from
these modern travelers over the old
Trail:

"In Independence, MO, we visited
the National Frontier Trail Center
and learned about many personal
testimonies of the travelers of the ac
tual trail. This is what I enjoy
most-to read the journals of the kids,
men, and women. I can relate much
better to their descriptions than to
those of history books or tour guides.
The journals are rich in character...

The style of writing already tells so
much of the person.... The museum
also had several murals (visionary!)
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SFTA Ambassador Paul F. Ben
trup, long certified as the "Fastest
Tongue in the West," set a record at
the Fort Larned NHS candlelight

The 1998 Rendezvous was subject
of a nice article in the Kansas Hu
manities Council publication, Home
town Humanities (Sept/Oct 1998).
The program on music and leisure on
the Trail was funded, in part, by the
Kansas Humanities Council.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

the people of Rayado Ranch-An
nette, Nancy, Debbie, Chris, Susan,
and their leader Steve Zimmer."
(Solveig, Estonia)

"Everyone pitched in and helped
clean up and then Rod Taylor came
over and played some wonderful
cowboy music. I was struck by how
lonely the music sounded and I be
gan to think of home. I have been
away from home since January and
the songs of longing that Rod sang
really spoke to me. The sun set while
he was playing and I saw the most
beautiful sky I had ever seen. With
no city lights to hide the stars, the
sky was simply on fire with them. I
realized at that point that even in
the midst of my loneliness, God was
there." (Chris. New York)

"Arriving in Santa Fe was glori
ous. We finally arrived at the desti
nation of the Trail. But our excite
ment was only a fraction of what the
travelers of the Trail must have
felt-elation, relief, wonder, and ex
haustion." (Cathy, South Carolina)

And so the museums, the natural
wonders, the wonderful people, and
the Santa Fe Trail itself continue to
work on modern travelers something
of the magic of long ago.

The Rio Grande Sun, Espafiola,
NM, ran a feature article about the
SFTA Rendezvous on September 10,
1998. A summary of the entire pro
gram was included, and presena
tions by northern New Mexico's Ci
priano Vigil, EI Rito, NM, and Gil
Vigil, Tesuque Pueblo, were high
lighted.

the mess hall, some were walking
around in the bunkhouse. Others
walked out the door as I walked in,
but oddly enough, I was never no
ticed there. I heard the sound of
those working in the mess hall call
ing the soldiers to one of two daily
meals, but I was never invited to eat
at the table. Strange how I could
watch it all happen and never be no
ticed." (Jeremy, Kentucky)

"Yesterday we went to Bent's
Fort. This was my favorite thus far.
What I really enjoyed was seeing
how people lived during that time."
(Cathy, South Carolina)

"Listening to Mark Gardner was
also a high point. His expert fInger
picking sounded wonderful to my
ears that had not heard music in a
while. Music is one thing that must
stick with a society wherever it is, so
that we can look beyond ourselves a
bit. Even on the difficult journeys of
the Santa Fe Trail, the travelers still
needed music to tie them in with the
rest of society. One of music's pur
poses is to link cultures, people, the
present to the past, etc." ( Kevin,
Kentucky)

"Ah-New Mexico at last! I love
this country-the way the flat plains
suddenly give way to steep moun
tains.... The vastness of the land
overwhelms me. I love the way the
morping or evening light shines
upon the different folds of the
hills-making ever-changing shad
ows. . . . I love the colors-the
bleached brown of the fields and the
green of the pinon-covered moun
tains and the intense blue of the sky.
I love the sunset we saw last
night-the misty haze directly above
the setting sun which produced a
flaming pink and orange fire, while
the rest of the sky gradually became
cloudless and deep blue. I love the
vastness of the stars-so many more
than back in Kentucky and such a
larger view of the sky out here-even
with mountains and mesas sur
rounding on all sides, the sky still
seems to be an entire unbroken half
sphere of tiny lights." (Kevin, Ken
tucky)

"Today we reached the Philmont
Scout Ranch where the Kit Carson
Museum is located.... I am overpow
ered by the people's friendliness and
generosity.... I am not used to com
ing across people who serve others
for their own enjoyment. Such were

to help us imagine what it looked like
on the trail-the white, canvas
covered wagons with large metal and
wood wheels carrying loads of sup
plies, . . . the oxen, mules, and on
some occasions horses, worn out
from the lack ofjuicy and green grass
and water, or from the burning sun
and hardships on the road." (Solveig,
Estonia)

"We circled the wagons at Council
Grove for the night." (Cathy, South
Carolina)

"This evening Deanne Wright ...
said that the Santa Fe Trail was a
trail ofimagination. How true this is.
Without imagination one cannot ex
perience this phantom of a monu
ment to American history. Even
though the wagons which once
blazed through the land we now
tread have ceased their moving
slowly onward, I fIrmly believe that
the spirit which once gripped these
people moving westward is still alive
in this land which we are touring. As
long as people like Marc Simmons
and Deanne Wright continue to care
about the heritage which they so
wholeheartedly embrace, the spirit
that gripped the settlers of yester
year will never die." (Jeremy, Ken
tucky)

"1 think our best stop, planned or
unplanned, was when we looked at
the wagon ruts.... The ruts had as
great an effect on me as seeing Semi
nary Ridge at Gettysburg-not the
monuments but the ridge itself.
Commercializing the Santa Fe Trail
seems absurdly oxymoronic to me.
The whole lure ofthe trail for me is to
feel the wilderness and frontier
spirit which provides so much of the
folklore that surrounds it. Commer
cialization removes the mystery that
necessarily dwells in the imagina
tion. As my lack of interest in west
ern history attests, I have never felt
much pull from such a frontier spirit.
The wagon ruts provided a sort of
awakening for me along these lines.
For the first time I had a personal
feeling about this frontier spirit."
(Erich, Illinois)

"One thing is for certain-Dr.
David Clapsaddle is in love with the
subject of the Santa Fe Trail.... For
the first time today, I truly used my
imagination as it relates to this trip.
I stepped into the barracks at Fort
Larned and saw the soldiers there.
They were all busy, some working in
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The new Lewis and Clark Nation
al Historic Trail Interpretive Center
at Great Falls, MT, was dedicated
July 4. It cost $6 million and is oper
ated by the USDA Forest Service. It
is arranged so visitors follow the ex
plorers' path and meet the Indians
they encountered along the way.

• • • •
A new guidebook, Along the Trail

with Lewis and Clark, by Barbara
Fifer and Vicky Soderber, is de
signed to help travelers follow the
route of the expedition. It is avail
able for $17.95, plus shipping, from
Montana Magazine, PO Box 5630,
Helena MT 59604, (800) 64-1105.

tour, October 10, 1998. The tour
guide asked all participants to re
main silent, and Bentrup did from
7:30-8:10 p.m. This was so rare that
an affidavit was prepared on the
spot, signed by five credible wit
nesses. It will probably never hap
pen again. In fact, keeping quiet for
40 minutes is all that Bentrup has
been able to talk about since.

• • • •
The grand opening of the New

Mexico State Library, Archives, and
Records Center's new facility was
held Saturday, October 17, conclud
ing a three-day program. The ad
dress is 1205 Camino Carlos Rey,
Santa Fe.

The NPS has published two items
ofinterest to trail organizations: The
Economic Impacts and Uses of Long
Distance Trails and Wayside Exhibit
Guidelines: The ABC's of Planning,
Design, and Fabrication. Both are
available free of charge from Steve
Elkinton, NPS National Center for
Recreation and Conservation, 1849
CSt, Room 3606, Washington DC
20240, (202) 565-1177 or <steve_
elkinton@nps.gov>.

• • • •
The Sand Creek Massacre Site

Historic Preservation Act was signed
into law by President Bill Clinton on
October 6, 1998. Introduced by Colo
rado Senator Ben Nighthorse Camp
bell, the act calls for determination
of the site of the 1864 massacre of
Cheyennes and Arapahos and add
ing the site to the National Park
Service. The law provides funds to
determine the exact location of the
massacre.

• • • •
Anna Belle Cartwright, curator

and senior member of the staff at the
National Frontier Trails Center, In
dependence, MO, announced her re
tirement effective October 23. While
at the Trails Center she created nu
merous changing exhibits, oversaw a
major expansion of the permanent
exhibit gallery, and began the pro
cess of building a collection of arti
facts. She was also responsible for
the Center's education program until
recently. In retirement, Cartwright
plans to do some volunteer work on a
museums partnership program for
SFTA and pursue writing a book on
William J. Hinchey, whose diary she
edited for Wagon Tracks. Best
wishes in retirement Anna Belle.

•

••

•

•

•

•

•
Beverly Howell has assumed the

duties of educational directer at the
Santa Fe Trail Center. She will im
plement existing museum programs,
develop new educational activities,
work with museum docents, and ex
pand the museum's outreach pro
gram. She previously taught English
and art. The new gift shop assistant
at the Center is Debby Gore. Debby
also maintains a part-time position
at the Jordaan Memorial Library in
Larned.

Larry and Carolyn Mix have re
designed the WetlDry Routes Home
Page on the Internet, making it more
attractive and easier to access. The
newest addition to this site is the
complete Wagon Tracks Index, Vols.
I-X. Larry reports that the site is vis
ited about one thousand times per
month and e-mail has been received
from several foreign countries. The
address is <http://www.stjohnks.netl
papagram/wdrindex/wdrindex.html >.

• • • •
The USDA Forest Service has be

gun a feasibility study of the Great
Western Trail, from Mexico to Can
ada through Arizona, Utah, Idaho,
and Montana, for consideration as a
component of the National Trails
System.. For more information con
tact Dale Hom at (208) 737-3208.

• • • •
New maps depicting four seg

ments of the Natchez Trace Nat
tional Scenic Trail can be obtained
from the National Park Serivce,
2680 Natchez Trace Parkway, Tu
pelo MS 38801, (601) 680-4014.

• • • •
The Continental Divide Trail So-

ciety has published a revised guide
book to the southern Colorado sec
tions and a new guide to the north
ern New Mexico segments of the
CDTS. Both are available from

Society's newsletter Trail Ruts 2.
• • • •

Participants at the recent Rendez-
vous may have missed one of the
structures on the grounds of the
Santa Fe Trail Center. The sod
house was destroyed by a storm June
28. Fortunately no artifacts were de
stroyed and no historic buildings
sustained major damage from the
storm. Cognizant that sod houses
were not intended to be permanent
structures, the Center plans to re
build.

••••
Dr. David Sandoval was the key

note speaker at the Cimarron Heri
tage Center's Living History Days in
Boise City, OK. His presentation
was "Carros, Caminos, and Chica
nos." Dr. Doug Watson, Shawnee,
OK, presented a historical charac
terization of Will Rogers. The event
featured hands-on activities for
school children from the area. The
Elementary Gifted and Talented
Program in Boise City co-sponsored
the event.

• • • •
The ninth annual Santa Fe Trail

Tour in Cimarron County, OK was
scheduled for October 3. This event,
begun in 1990 by the Cimarron
County Historical Society, has be
come a tradition continued by the Ci
marron Heritage Center.

• • • •
The Santa Fe Trail Scenic Byway

was recently designated a National
Scenic Byway by the Federal High
way Administration. It is one of
about 50 such roads in the nation.
The new designation will have the
possibility of more federal funding
during the next six years.

• • • •
The Cimarron Heritage Center,

Boise City, OK, was recently award
ed a $5000 grant to help cover the
cost ofdrilling a well and installing a
working windmill at the center, to be
part ofan educational exhibit. A dug
out will be added to the outdoor ex
hibit area soon.

• • • •
Dr. Merlene Lyman, Fort Hays

State University professor of interior
design and a member of the Fort
Larned Historical Society board, has
volunteered to be the editor of the

•

•

•

••

•

•

•
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SANTA FE TRAIL TODAY
My feet
follow their feet.
I breathe the dust.
search for stars.
City lights
fill the prairies,
shopping malls
in endless creep.
Still. there are places
where, at dawn,
I feel those present
before the traders.
Wind sweeps
through vastness,
we are aiL
the many generations,
here.

with two poems. She is coeditor of an
anthology of Northern California Po
ets entitled River Voices: Poets of
Butte, Shasta, Tehama, and Trinity
Counties.

"At Home in Santa Fe, 1850" em
braces a collective voice for the
women of Santa Fe, imagining what
the "stranger" might experience:
"mud hovels" and unsavory smells;
still, traditional hospitality comes
forth, "and you, stranger,! are wel
come." "Santa Fe Trail Today" ac
knowledges the mysterious pull of
the Trail, and the poet longs for the
romantic "stars" only to be disap
pointed. Still, there is something to
be felt in the "vastness."

• • • •
AT HOME IN SANTA FE, 1850

We keep our windows shuttered,
our doors closed against
the stench of offal
In the streets.

In our courtyards
the earth is baked hard,
we do daily chores and
cherish the few flowers that
relieve our interior air.

Our houses may look like
mud hovels to you strangers.
To us, raising our children,
feeding our men in
white-washed rooms with
cool windows set deep,

with the bright weavings from
our fathers' flocks of sheep
and our sisters
near at hand,

to us our homes
are lovely
and you, stranger,
are welcome.

CHARLES W. FRIBLEY'S TRAIL
DIARY AND LETTERS,
1857·1859, PART II

edited by David L. Richards

THE introduction to Fribley's Trail
diary and letters appeared in the last
issue, with the text of the diary. His
letters are reproduced below. These
were either published in the Muncy
Luminary or provided to the editor
by Robert W. Fribley.

LETTERS

April 29, 1857, "Squatters Camp NO.1
on Coon Creek, Douglas county,
Kansas ter.," from the Muncy Lumi
nary, May 19, 1857:

Mr. [W. P. I.) Painter [editor]:
It was the request of many of my

friends at or previous to the time of my
departure from Pennsylvania, that I
should write, and as they expressed it,
tell them all about Kansas. Now this is a
task which I have not the presumption
to undertake. Noram Iable under pres
ent circumstances, to accommodate
each one of them in any reasonable
length of time with a private letter.
Consequently, as they are all readers
of the Luminary, and if not they should
be, I shall address them through its col
umns, giving as fair a statement of
things as is possible for me to do.

Two weeks travel, by Rail Road and
Steamboat, brought me to Parkville, a
small town situated on the North East
bank of the Missouri River, eighteen
miles below Leavenworth and twelve
miles above Kansas City. This is decid
edly the best place for Kansas Emi
grants to ship to, and especially for
those going south of the Kaw or Kansas
River. It is surrounded by the most fertile
and thickly settled portion of upper Mis-

••••

CDTS, 3704 N Charles St #601, Bal
timore MD 21218, (410) 235-9610.

• • • •
The Palace of the Governors in

Santa Fe is preparing a special exhi
bition, "Pioneer Jews of New Mexico,
1821-1881," to open in June 2000.
This is the result of a challenge gift
from Susan and Felix Warburg of
San Francisco. Matching funds are
required. This will be the fIrst ex
hibit to explore the origins, roles,
and impact of early Jewish pioneers
on the history of New Mexico. For
more information contact Museum of
New Mexico Foundation, PO Box
2065, Santa Fe NM 87504-2065.

• • • •
"The Washita Symposium: Past,

Present, and Future" is scheduled
for November 12-14 at Cheyenne,
OK. The program includes tours of
Fort Supply and the Washita Battle
field National Historic Site. Several
panels will discuss the past and pres
ent, and Supertindent Sarah Craig
head will discuss the future.

• • • •
Harold and Cornelia Arens, Hol

land, Michigan, appear to be the fIrst
to complete the SFTA Traveler's Cre
dential and receive the Traveler's
CertifIcate. They were participants
in the Elderhostel tour of the Trail in
October and obtained their certifI
cates at Arrow Rock, Missouri, fol
lowing the tour.

• • • •
SFTA charter member W. Earl

Givens, formerly of Las Vegas, NV,
died at his new home in Brighton,
MI, September 13, 1998. He was 79.
Sympathy is extended to his widow,
Mary, also a charter member of
SFTA.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-TRAFFICE IN VERSE

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
Quality poetry that demonstrates

authentic emotion, original images,
and skill in craftsmanship is solic
ited for this column. Poetry in open
or closed form which addresses the
history, realism, romance, and diver
sity of the Trail should be sent to
Sandra M. Doe, Dept. of English,
Campus Box 32, Metropolitan State
College of Denver, PO Box 173362,
Denver CO 80217-3362.

California poet Patricia Welling
ham-Jones returns to Wagon Tracks
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souri and horses, cattle, hogs, wagons,
provisions, board, etc can be had here
as cheap as at any other point this side
of SI Louis.

I have now spent over a month
among the Missourians, the Delaware,
Kaw and Shawnee Indians, and the
squatter sovereign of Kansas and am
at present included [in the) list of the
latter. The most of the country through
which Ihave traveled in [is) included in
the Delaware and Shawnee reserves,
which together with the reserves of the
other Indian tribes, are said to em
brace the finest portions of the Territory.
The land is all a rolling prairie with the
exception of the river bottoms. which
are alluvials similar to those on the Mis
souri, but not so great extent - These
are usually well timbered with Cotton
wood, walnut. elm, hack berry and
sycamores. Timber is found only on the
creeks and rivers; that on the creeks is
principally oak, and in places of fine
quality, though not great in quantity.
The scarcity of timber, however, will not
prove as a great an obstacle here, as
in other portions of the great Mississippi
Valley. from the fact that we have an
abundance of white lime and sand
stone rock. finely adapted to building
and fencing; and yet this is far from be
ing what Pennsylvanians term a stony
country. As has been before stated,
the country is all undulating or rolling, so
much so that few sections of prairie are
found unbroken by divides or ridges, of
moderate elevation. The rocks appear
in the sides of these divides and on the
tops of the narrow ones, while the land
between them, and on the tops of the
broad ones. is of the finest quality and
entirely free from rock.

Stock, grain, provisions, board, etc.,
are exceedingly high in the territory at
present. The Lecompton prices stated
nearly thus. and are on the ascending
scale: Flour, six dollars per hundred.
com, two dollars per bushel, bacon,
twenty cents per pound. eggs. thirty
cents per dozen, while butter is seldom
heard of. and board is eight dollars per
week, and one fifty per day. Wages
are good, but there is not much de
mand for labor as there is little doing.
Freight from Qanders [Quindaro?) to
Lawrence, a distance of about 30 miles
is one dollar per hundred. Claims are
selling from five dollars to five thousand
cash. The Land Office opened on the
20th inst. The Delaware Trust lands will
be in market on the 22d of June, when
that portion of them not squatted on
will be sold under the hammer. Since
the fourth instant, the weather has
been exceedingly, and almost inces
santly cold, frequently freezing three
inches of ice on water standing in open
air.

On arriving in Lecompton on the 3 of
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April, I found our old friend Col. [Jer
ome) Kunkel,35 of Fairfield, partially en
gaged as Governor of Kansas. Though
not filling the Executive chair, he said
he had occupied the Gubernatorial
bed since the resignation of Gov. [John
W.) Geary.36 The Col. looks well and
says he feels better, and has enjoyed
greater health here, than in Pennsylva
nia, at any time subsequent to his re
turn from the Mexican Campaign.

The most of the settlers of this portion
of Douglas county are from Pennsylva
nia and at least one fourth of the in
habitants of Lecompton are from the
"Old Keystone" State, among whom
are Messrs. William and Dr. Samuel Lo
gan, Brothers in-law of Gov. Geary.
Gentlemen well worthy of a still closer
relation to that inestimable, heroic and
patriotic Statesmen, John w. Geary.

Muncy is also represented here, and
be it said to her honor, as she is in every
other section of the Western continent.
General [William) Brindle37 and Lady
[Mrs. Brindle, whose maiden name was
Wynkoop], friend Harry [Petriken?]38
and Mr. [Edward W.] Wyncoop
[Wynkoop] of Philadelphia, are here
and enjoying good health. Last Thurs
day night was spent, in company with
Col. Kunkel, Harry and John, at the
Marshall Hotel, at Marshall. This place is
situated on the great thoroughfare be
tween the States and the boundless
west at the crossing of the Lecompton
and Bloomington road, equally distant
from these two places, twelve miles
west of Lawrence and eighteen east of
Topeka. It will be the principle place of
business between the four above
named points, and deserves the atten
tion of every Eastern man coming west
to start in business. Geographically it is
in the center of the United States; and
bids as fair to become the Capital of
the U.S. in 1857 as any other town or city
west of the AlIeghanies.

The travel to Kansas, from Kansas,
and in Kansas is truly immense. The
boats when coming up the river are all
literally jammed with passengers and
on their return they take with them hun
dreds of disappointed adventurers,
who came expecting to see the whole
country from the Missouri shore; while
the different roads through the territory
are thronged with coaches, foot men
Icarpet sack infantry) and Emigrant
Trains.

[Territorial] Secretary [Frederick P.]
Stanton39 is now here at the head of
the Executive Department, awaiting
the arrival of Gov. [Robert J.] Walker.
Their policy as made known by Mr.
Stanton in his Address. at the reception
dinner given on the 16th, is to enforce
the law at whatever hazard of expense
it may incur, and to pardon all those
who have committed crimes and mis-
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demeanors previous to the opening of
their Administration; and to com
mence anew. This does not, nor will not,
by far. render general satisfaction.
Truly yours
Chas. W. FRIBLEY

February 28, 1858, Lecompton, Kansas
Territory, from the Robert W. Fribley
Collection:

My Dear sister Lissie,
Your letter so long looked for arrived

some time ago and I would have an
swered it sooner but, I had to go away
about the time I received it. You say
you were waiting for me to write to you
before you would write to me. Now this
is rather a poor excuse for Ihave writen
to you all more than a hundred times I
believe, and when I write to one I write
to all and ask you all to answer it. Don't
think that because I direct my letter to
Father and Mother. they are not for you
too.

As I have not heard from home for
some time I have come to the conclu
sion that [brother] John is on his way for
Kansas again, and am now looking for
him every day. We will be very glad to
see John back here again, Jerrem.
wants him badly to get here to take
charge of the Ferry. As I told you in
some of my former letters I had my like
ness taken, and was going to send it
Home with Harry Petrikin but he was at
home before I knew that He had
started so that Idid not get to send it as
Idesired, and you will not get till Jerrem.
Goes Home which will be in Mayor per
haps the latter part of April. ...

... Next week I expect to go out on
a survey, and will be gone about eight
days. Ionly got [home?] [from?] survey
ing one town last thursday. Times are
geting verry good now in Kansas, Provi
sions are becoming quite cheap. and
money a little more plenty.

We have come to the conclusion
here that Kansas will be admitted un
der the Lecompton swindle if it is and
the Free State men who were elected
on the 4th of January do not get their
certificates of election, there will cer
tainly be warm times. But at present
good order prevails throughout the Ter
ritory. There are a great many persons
coming into the territory now, and we
expect a great many more when the
Navigation opens. There is a Boat lying
at Kansas City Now waiting for the ice
to run out of the Kansas River so that it
can come up. It was built for the Kansas
River Trade and draws nine inches of
water when it is light, and is to carry sixty
tons on fourteen inches of water. The
Boat is called The Minnie Belle....
Verry Truly from your Brother
Charlie.
P.S.

... To night we are in Our Cabin. Jer-
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rem and the other boys are telling sto
ries about the Indians. The weather has
been very changable during the past
month. The river has been frozen over
and the people have all got their ice
houses filled. But last week we had a
fer?] and the river is now clear of ice.
But to day the weather is quite cool
again.

August 19 & 23, 1858, from the Robert
W. Fribley Collection:

Council Grove, Kansas
Indian Nation
August 19,1858
My Dear Parents, Sisters and brothers:

I am happy to announce our safe
arrival at this place on the 16th. We left
Sante Fe on the 2d Inst, making the trip
of six hundred and seventy five miles in
fourteen days, including one days de
tention from break down and the loss
of a mule. We had very pleasant
weather all the time, saw no Indians ex
cept four Utahs, who came to our
camp at Okato [Ocate Creek], thirty
miles east of Ft. Union in New Mexico.
From the Big Arkansas River 90 miles
east, the plains were thronged with
buffaloes, thousands came within gun
shot of our wagons each day. Atone
place we felt apprehensive that they
would rush through our camp at night
and stampede our mules but we were
not troubled.

The trip has been vastly more pleas
ant than I had anticipated not with
standing my mate was, in the full sense
of the term, a border ruffian, and the
most disagreeable man I ever had
anything to do with. In profanity, black
guardism and blasphemy he ap
proached perfection more nearly than
any other man I ever saw. Pittsburg
Section boatsmen would sink into insig
nificance in his presence. I would like
this business of travelling with the mails
if they would pay the old wages, which
were fourty dollars for hands and sixty
for conductors, but now they are pay
ing thirty for hands and forty-five for
conductors, hence I think I shall not go
any farther. Iwould like to go one trip to
Califomia on Lieut. Beach's Road, but
they say they are not paying any better
wages on that Road, so that Iam not in
there either. We expected to have
been in Independence by or before
this time, but orders were left for us to
remain here till the mail comes up from
there. It will be here tomorrow and then
we will go on in. Iam writing this so as to
have it ready to mail to you as soon as, I
put into the States. I have not heard
from any of you for two months and it
appears to be as many years.

... Oh! that I could see you all and
be with you if but for a few days or
hours. But rested assured that if I am
blessed with life and a continuence of
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health I will be with you next Nov. one
year....

... I have noticed two modes by
which an independent fortune may be
acqUired, one of which would require
some considerable capital to start, the
other not so mUCh. New Mexico is the
greatest sheep raising country on the
continent. Sheep and goats are the
stock and wealth of New Mexico. And
yet there is not a blanket or yard of
cloth manufactured in the territory by
machinery. The demand for woolen
goods is great and it is partially sup
plied at enormous cost from the States.
Wool sells from six to twenty cents per Ib
by the hundred ton. It is the principle
export from the Territory. It is sent to the
Eastern States, manufactured and sent
back. The mountain streams afford
ample power, and labor is cheaper
than in any other portion of the western
continent. I can see no reason why a
company could not do well to try an
enterprise of this character. Besides
their trade need not be confined to
New Mexico alone. There is Sonora and
Chiwawa anaton[?] Arizona country to
be supplied. At present their surplus
stock of sheep are being driven to Cali
fornia. Besides these, there are a great
many driven from other portions to
California. On our way down from Mex
ico we met a drove of ten thousand for
California, these were from Missouri. A
Mexican came in with us as a passen
ger, Francisco Charves [Chavez], who
talks some of starting a manufacturing
enterprise upon a large scale but he
was not certain as to how it would re
sult. He is a smart, enterprising fellow,
was splendidly educated in the States,
had a fine fortune left him to which he
made some fine acquisitions in the
stock business in Califomia. If you
should see some of our Pennsylvania
manufacturers you might call their at
tention to the subject. The machinery
can be freighted from kansas City to
Sante Fe or AIburquerque for from
seven to ten dollars per hundred. The
Mexicans will freight the cheapest and
with the greatest expidition. See Rich or
Hillyard and H. T. Gray. This country is
better suited to M. A. Gray than is Lock
Haven at present, at least such is my
opinion.

As for the second business. You are
not aware Isuppose that in Boston they
put up boiled and roast beef in small tin
cans and sell them all over the conti
nent. But it is true that they do. In Sante
Fe these cans, which hold two pounds
of beef, sell for one dollar each. Before
we left Sante Fe M. A. Purves bought
about sixty cans and we had splendid
roast and boiled beef all the way
down. Now it is a fact that within two
hundred and fifty miles of the Missouri
border thousands of buffalo can be
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taken every year and cooked and
canned up and sent all over the world.
Here they can be sent East and West
and North and South. All that is wanted
is the cans. The buffalo are ready. With
a capital of three to ten thousand a
company could make a fortune in a
year or two. Who in the States would
not buy a can of boiled buffalo meat
just for the novelty of the thing? The tin
could be bought and taken to where it
would be wanted and there made up
by a tinsmith and sealed right in the
camp. If I had two thousand dollars
and a couple of others with the same
amount would join me I would risk it at
any rate.
Independence, [Missouri], August 23

We arrived here all safe and sound
today and to my great disappointment
I find that my letters have been sent on
the road and I have missed them all. I
scarcely know what to do, not hearing
from any of you in so long and now not
knowing .when I shall again hear. I am
not going to Sante Fe again [but he
did]. I shall remain here a few days,
about a week, and then I do not know
which way I shall go, perhaps to Illinois
and perchance to AIburquerque New
Mexico, the latter is doubtful. There is
some sickness here at present. I am
heavier than ever I was before. The
only letter I received here one from our
unfortunate friend Oscar McKilvery
from that melancholy place the insane
asylum. Oscar writes a good letter. His
account of his troubles brought tears to
my eyes. Poor fellow. I hope to hear of
his recovery soon. My love to all. Write
to Johns and Iwill have him forward my
letters to me. Iwill write soon again.
Yours
Chas. W. Fribley

December 22, 1858, Independence,
Missouri, from the Muncy Luminary,
January 23, 1859.

Mr. Painter,
During the last six months of our pil

grimage in the "Great West" we have
crossed the "Great American Desert"
four times, within the same period we
have been placed in frequent inter
course with the people of different por
tions of Upper Missouri, and by virtue of
supposition, that the people of the
West Branch Valley, are yet in one re
spect as they were in days gone by, viz
always Willing at least to hear from the
West, we are led to knock for the ad
mission of another communication to
the columns of the Luminary.

On first coming to the Western
Country, we purposed contributing
regularly to the Luminary, but owing to
the variety of our occupations, and the
active and unsettled nature of most of
th[iIIegible] we found it impossible,
even to keep up with our private corre-
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spondence, but here-after we hope to
be able to carry out our former project.

We were one of a company of four
that left Independence on the fifth of
july, with the first weekly mail that ever
crossed the Plains to New Mexico, and
reached Santa Fe on the 24th, making
the trip through in less than twenty
days, not withstanding, we were de
tained two days by high water at one
place, and our progress greatly im
peded throughout the entire trip by
rains and muddy roads. Our return trip
was made in about sixteen days travel,
though the time specified in the
"Schedule", in which the mail is to be
carried from Independence to Santa
Fe, and conversely, is twenty days. A
mail route has been established be
tween Santa Fe, in New Mexico, and
Stockton, in California, via Albequrque
and Fort Tejon. This route connects with
the two routes from Missouri to New
Mexico, one from Independence to
Santa Fe, the other from Neosho to A~

buqurque. The "Schedule Time" be-
tween Independence and Stockton is
sixty days. The route from Neosho to
Stockton is called the central or thirty
fifth parallel route. The overland mails,
however, are carried through with
much greater dispatch on both the
Northern and on the Southern route, on
the former running from St. Joseph via
Salt Lake to San Francisco in thirty days,
and on the southern route from St. Louis
to San Francisco in 25 days. The differ
ence of time and travel in the central
and southern routes, may be summed
up, and explained in the familiar old
saying that "money makes the mare
go". As is generally understood the
central and southern routes were es
tablished principally for the purpose of
testing the practicability of a Pacific
Rail Road, and to ascertain the com
parative advantages of the two routes,
but it is very evident that they have
been dealt with in terms of vast ine
quality.

There is reason to apprehend that
the mails upon the Plains have been in
tercepted by the Indians. The mail due
here last Sunday morning has not ar
rived here yet to-day, (Wednesday).
There is greater cause for alarm, than
the mere fact of their being behind
time. The mail that arrived last week
bro't the rumor that the mail from
Neosho, en route for Albuqurque, was
destroyed. This route lays through to
Camanche country, and they have ex
pressed a determination that a road
shall not pass through it. If this rumor is
true it is highly probable that the mail
on the Santa Fe route has shared the
same fate. Lieut. Beale, of Chester
County, Pa, was in charge of the Com
pany. He was surveying and establish
ing the road. They were also escorted
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by a company of U. S. Troops.
We had thought to give in this article

a general account of the Sante Fe
road, the country through which it
passes and of what we saw of New
Mexico; but; as doubtless a deep inter
est is felt by many to know as near as
possible, the truth relative to the gold
diggings in Western Kansas, we will de
fer that for the present and take up this.

On the 14th of July, at Turkey Creek,
over three hundred miles west of Inde
pendence, we met the first company
that we saw returning from Pikes peak.
The party consisted of seven men. They
said that they had thoroughly pros
pected the country - that they found
some gold, but that it was very fine and
scarce. They said that they had lost
one year's time, their outfit, and their
labor, and had found no gold. Several
of them had been to California, and
represented themselves as being ex
perienced miners.

When returning in August, we
passed three or four trains at Walnut
Creek, over 200 miles from Independ
ence. Their statements were but a
repetition of those received from the
party that we met in July. We have
seen different persons in different
places who have been to the "New El
dorado", but we have never seen any
gold nor have we seen any person that
has seen any considerable quantity
from there. We will give you an extract
from a letter that appeared recently in
the "Warsaw Democrat," of this state.
The writer says - "Well, I have been to
the famous Pikes Peak Gold mines.
There is no doubt about gold being
there, and while I was in the mines, I
made from one to three dollars per day
[2 or 3 words illegible). But this is no
money in this country - it takes all a man
can make in a day to buy his supper at
night. The snow is four feet deep here,
and you fellows from the States that
come out here to spend the winter, will
have a good time playing "freeze out".
I said that it took all a fellow can make
in a day to bUy his supper at night, and
here is proof; flour is selling for 75 cents
per Ib, butter at $1 per Ib; and eggs
from three to four bits per dozen, and
the mines are full of sharpers, thieves,
blacklegs and speculators. You see a
white man has a poor show for a
chance in such a crowd. I am in doubt
about these mines ever paying much,
say from one to three dollars per day. In
the last four years Ihave travelled over
this country as much as any other
American, and have found fine parti
cles of Gold in almost every place I
prospected, and yet it can't be found
in quantities sufficient to justify a fellow
to stick down his peg and go in."

This letter is dated Fort Union, New
Mexico, Oct. 19, 1858. But notwith-

Wagon Tracks

standing all the unfavorable reports,
and the sad experience of hundreds
who have visited the mines, and have
returned, the papers published in up
per Missouri and Eastern Kansas, are
filled to over-flowing with the most flat
tering accounts of new discoveries be
ing made. and large fortunes being
dug from the earth in a few days. Farm
ers, Mechanics, Editors, Traders, Black
legs, Rumsellers and thieves labor har
moniously to raise and sustain an ex
citement.

On our return from Mexico, in Octo
ber, we met numbers of trains and hun
dreds of persons, en route for Pikes
Peak, the most of whom will not get
through till next spring. Large compa
nies are camped on all the creeks be
tween Council Grove and the Arkan
sas River, that afford any timber. They
will remain here till spring.

Great preparations are being made
here for the Pikes Peak emigration in
the spring. Large lots of mules, cattle
and wagons are being collected to
supply the demand. Stage lines are
about to be formed, running from the
mines to Eastern Kansas. Several lines
are already advertised

We do not offer any advice, but
merely state the facts as they appear
to us, after and protracted observa
tion.
Yours C.W .F.

January 22, 1859, Independence, Mis
souri. from the Muncy Luminary, Feb.
22,1859:
When the old year "Shoved off its

mortal coil" and the new took up the
march of time, we found ourself in the
city of Richmond, the county seat of
Ray County Missouri. Richmond is situ
ated six miles north of the Missouri River,
and fifty miles East of the western boun
dry of the state, and is surrounded by
an extremely beautiful country, which
is greatly rolling and variagated by
broad farms surveying tracts of the pri
meval forrest, and thrifty fruit orchards,
the soil is unsurpassed by any portion of
the state and the atmosphere is as
pure as that which faces the snowy
summits of the Sierra Nevada, or the
golden crest of Pikes Peak. For around
all this beauty and congeniality, there
is a very apparent effect of some re
tarding cause that operates very ma
terially against the growth and im
provement of the country. That cause
is as apparent as the effect, and is writ
ten all over the country in characters of
living darkness. Richmond has been a
town for the last forty years, and today
she is in the rear of Leavenworth, Gun
dal [Quindaro?), Wyandott, Lawrence,
Topeka and a number of others, all
towns of less than four years growth,
and with but few exceptions not pos-
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sessing near the material advantages
that she does. But Richmond and cir
cumjacent country, by no means con
stitute an isolated case. the same is
true of every town and vicinity in the
state.

It is here that we have a practical il
lustration of the great want of econ
omy. that attends the workings of the
institution of slavery in this Latitude, to
say nothing of its other various tenden
cies of a doubtful character. The negro
acquires such prominence. in all slave
states that he is looked upon as the
grand pre-requisite, and prime essen
tial to happiness, respectability and
prosperity. And all this must necessarily
follow, where negroes and not real es
tate and virtue are made the scale of
estimating both wealth and merit.
Farmers in this country generally live in
poor houses and their farms are poorly
fenced.

They purchase negroes instead of
building barns, cribs and stables. in the
summer their crops are exposed on ac
count of breechy stock and poor
fences. In the winter the crops are all
required to keep the stock alive,
horses. mules. cattle, sheep. hogs, all
being exposed, without shelter. to the
beating storms and driving prairie
winds. Voluntary labor is comparatively
cheap, a hand that will perform as
much labor as two negroes that will
cost from one thousand to fifteen hun
dred dollars per month - Money is read
ily loaned with approved security, at
rates of interest varying from ten to
twenty per cent. But the [slave?) must
be fed. clothed. sheltered. for whom
taxes must be paid and drivers pro
vided, and who is liable to run off. to be
stolen. to die, to kill, perhaps his master.
and be hung is the stern inflexible ne
cessity.

It is the custom here. and the same is
said to prevail in all slave states to col
lect. on the first of January. all the
slaves that are at that time for sale or
hire at the county seat of the county in
which they are owned, where they are
placed upon the block for sale or hire
as the case may be. to the highest bid
der. On the 1st inst., we saw quite a
number sold at Richmond and a still
larger number hired. A II that were sold
brought exorbitant prices - a girl four
teen years old, of medium size, sold for
thirteen hundred and sixty dollars. a
boy still younger was run up to near
twelve hundred dollars. The wages of
those that were hired, ranged from
twenty five to two hundred and fifty
dollars per year. besides clothes. taxes.
etc. Here was a scene. which to a per
son that had never seen a similar one,
was strikingly impressive. A large
crowd, perhaps one half of the whole
male population of Ray county. had
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assembled in the street and in the yard
in front of the Courthouse. Auctioneers
were stationed on the court house
steps. on the fence and in wagons in
the streets by whom negroes for hire,
and negroes. horses, mules and cattle
for sale were cried off at the same time,
constituting a medley resembling in
some respects, that which many may
remember to have heard in the neigh
borhood of the show ground at the
time that "Barnum's Humbug" visited
the West Branch Valley. attended by
Gen. Tom Thumb. the "Baby Elephant"
and many other wonders of nature.

Several of those that were placed
upon the block bore prominent indica
tion that a liberal flow of white man's
blood coursed through their veins; and
it is by no means a rare thing to see
slaves in this country with straight light
hair and complexion as fair as that of
their owner's. Yet in the face of all this.
few places can be found where the
people are more clamorous in their de
nounciations against the negro lovers
and amalgamationists of the North
than they are here, while whatever
there may unfortunately be of that sen
timent in the North, it is very certain that
it is little more than theoretical. when
compared with the high degree of
practice to which it is carried here.
C.W.F.

February 25, 1859, Independence. Mis
souri, from the Muncy Luminary,
March 22, 1859:
The Pikes Peak excitement is still run

ning high. and from present indications
it is but reasonable to anticipate a gen
eral exodus from the Upper Missouri in
the spring. Great numbers in all the bor
der counties are preparing to start for
the modern Ophir at the earliest practi
cal period. It is reported that a party
has started, or is to start in a few days
from Kansas City. It is by no means im
possible to go through at this season of
the year, but the trip must be made
with mules. and a large supply of feed
for them will be necessary. To depend
upon grass for cattle, will not be safe till
from the first to the middle of May. nay.

For those of your readers who may
feel inclined to seek their fortunes
amongst the Spainish Peaks, and as
getting there is a matter of primary
consideration, we will give a brief ac
count of something more than half the
road from Kansas City to Pikes Peak,
having travelled this much of it four
times during the past year, it and the
Sante Fe road being coincident, for a
distance of over four hundred miles.
From Kansas City the course of the
road is Southwesterly. leading over un
dulating prairies of eastern Kansas,
which extends in that direction about
two hundred miles. it then enters the
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eastern border of the Great Desert 
Keeping nearly the same general
bearing, it crosses the northern tributar
ies of the Arkansas and strikes that
stream at the "big bend", thence with
a more westerly bearing, in some
places following its northern bank, at
others leaving it several miles to the
south, to the crossing twenty miles
above Ft. Atkinson, and about four
hundred miles from Kansas City. From
this point, the Pike Peak route contin
ues its course along the northern bank
of the river, and the Sante Fe route
crosses, taking a more southerly
course.

The Sante Fe road is said to be the
best natural wagon road on the conti
nent, and its eastern half is unquestion
able the best; for though it crosses sev
eral creeks, generally not bridged, that
have bold banks on either side, and a
large number of sloughs, which,
though narrow, are difficult to cross in
wet weather, owing to the light and
mellow nature of the prairie soil, it is for
the most part abundantly supplied with
water, wood and grass, which more
than counteract the adverse ten
dency of a little mUd. A considerable
portion of the other half of the road is
characterized by scarcity of grass and
water and by deep sand.

West Port, four miles from Kansas
City is the first point of importance on
the road. It is in Missouri, but built close
to the line of Kansas. Sixteen miles from
West Port is Olathe, the county seat of
Johnson county, Kansas Territory. This is
a flourishing town of less than two years
growth. It contains two or three good
hotels, as many stores, several good
private dwellings and a corresponding
number of offices, shops, etc. Next in
their order are Gardner. McKamish and
Black Jack. Near the latter place, H.
Clay Pate of West Port Star of Empire,
was defeated in the campaign of fifty
six, by "Old John Brown.,,41

Passing several other towns which
cannot be seen for want of houses, we
reach Burlingame, which is situated on
the west bank of Switzler's Creek, and is
about eighty-five miles from Kansas
City. Council Grove, the next notable
point is situated on the west bank of the
Neosho, near fifty miles from Bur
lingame, in the best portion of the Kaw
Indian Reservation. It contains several
stores, shops and dwellings and an In
dian Mission,42 which does not appear
to be in a very flourishing condition as
there is little here except the building
and the superintendent. The Kaws pre
fer the pursuit of Buffalo to literary pur
suits. Several fine farms have been
opened during the past two or three
years, and last year a fine crop of corn
was raised, which was being sold last
fall for from forty to fifty cents per
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bushel but it is in all probability up to
one dollar by this time. Council Grove
has been for several years a principal
point of rendezvous for emigrants,
hunters, trappers, traders and other ad
venturers before starting out on the
plains. Hundreds who have fallen vic
tims of the red man's ire and treachery,
burning with a high hope, have been
gazed for the last time upon a land
scape smiling in light of civilization. Fif
teen miles from Council Grove, at Dia
mond Spring, one of the most beautiful
fountains that ever gushed from the
earth, is Hall & Porter's U. States Mail
Station, a large hotel, several stores
and a Blacksmith's Shop, will be
opened here in the Spring. Twelve miles
from Diamond Spring is the Lost Spring,
also a celebrated camping point. Six
teen miles further is Cottonwood
Creek, a western tributary of the
Neosho. This place affords water,
wood and grass in abundance, and a
Grocery designed to minister to the
spiritual wants of travelers, opens its
portals to a heterogeneous patron
age. Here, the face of the country be
gins to assume a more regular appear
ance, the soil becomes more sandy
and the coarse prairie grass is to a con
siderable extant superceded by Buf
falo grass.

West of the creek a few hundred
yards, rises a range of low sand hills, ex
tending North West and South East, be
yond which a level plain stretches out
on either hand as far as the eye can
reach. We are now within the limits of
one of the greatest, if not the greatest
Buffalo ranges in the world. From the
Cottonwood two hundred and fifty
miles west. they roam in such immense
numbers that thousands can be seen
at a single view. Day after day in travel
ing through this country, we have seen
it darkened on every side by these
huge animals and often on their near
approach yielding to impulse of that
propensity said to be governed by the
bump of destructiveness. we have dis
patched the leaden messengers of
death amongst them from the breech
of Sharp's Rifle, and the cylinder of
Colts Revolver, not always however
with sanguinary effect. Their principal
food is Buffalo grass, which is short, fine
and stiff, and grows thinly upon the
ground. Its height seldom exceeds
three inches, it grows up and leans
over, the top curling downward. Where
it is short and very thick, it is as elastic
under foot as a Brussels carpet. In the
summer months of a wet season it has a
bluish cast, but it generally presents a
bleached and almost lifeless appear
ence. It is greatly relished by all kinds of
stock and they stand travel well, even
when fed upon nothing else, if they
can get this in any considerable quan-
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tities. We found it growing in all parts of
the country east of the mountains, and
west of the Cottonwood and in all the
valleys of New Mexico that we visited.

Leaving the Cottonwood and cross
ing the Turkey Creeks, big and little,
and running respectively, we reach the
Little Arkansas forty miles distant. This is
the first principle northern branch of the
Big Arkansas, which like Cow Creek,
Walnut Creek and Pawnee Fork, has a
deep, long and narrow channel, with
but little fall, and though it drains a
large scope of country, during the
greater portion of the time it contains
little or no running water, but during
heavy storms and frequently for a day
or two afterwards it is impassable. An
effort was made last summer to bridge
this stream, but the [missing word?]
finding themselves too weak to bring
that enterprise to a successfull issue, in
vested their funds in a grocery which
now does its share to give character to
the place. Forty miles from the Little Ar
kansas, at the mouth of Walnut Creek,
is Allison's trading post. This is the last
settled point on the road to Sante Fe till
we reach Ft. Union, and the last on the
road to Pikes Peak till we arrive at
Bent's Fort. From Allison's it is twenty
five miles to Pawnee Fork, which is one
of the principal northern branches of
the Arkansas, and passes through the
heart of Buffalo country. This has been
the scene of more Indian fights than
any other point on the road. Travelers
have always been more or less an
noyed at this place, and when the
tribes are hostile to each other, here is
generally the seat of war. lhe tribes fre
quenting these parts, Camanches,
Chiennes, Arapahoes, Apaches,
Pawnees, Kaws, Kiowas, Delewares,
Shawnees and Potawatomies. From
this point there are two roads, one
called the river and the other the dry
route, the former keeping along the
river bank, the latter taking a direct
course over the table land, which in dry
weather is entirely destitute of water,
strikes the river again forty-five miles
(from?] Pawnee Fork. From the upper
end of the dry route it is twenty-five
miles to the crossing.

The Arkansas like the Kaw, the Mis
souri and the Platte, is characterized by
a shallow channel and sandy-bed.
There is no timber along its banks ex
cept here and there a dwarfish Cotton
wood, and frequently not one of these
can be seen for a distance of thirty
miles. At the different points at which
we have seen it. within a space of near
two hundred miles along its course. it
presents one and the same general
appearence. Its channel is about three
hundred yards wide, and reduced to a
common level would not be over five
feet; below the common level of the
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floor of the valley embraced between
the ranges of sand hills which extend
along either side, distant from each
other from one to two miles. In some
places its course is through the middle
of the valley. at others it runs to one
side. These sand hills have a perpen
dicular height of from twenty to fifty
feet above the surface of the water in
the river. which is about the height of
the general face of the country. The
sand is about the only impediment in
crossing the stream, the water seldom
being so high as to make it impassable,
while in dry seasons it contains no run
ning water at all. At such times it is nec
essary for travelers to dig for water for
themselves and their stock. This is done
by digging an oblong hole to the nec
essary depth, and sinking a wagon
box, in which the water raises and its
sides prevent the sand from filling in.
The bottoms along the Arkansas gener
ally supply a good growth of grass.
C.W.F.

June 6. 1859, Independence, Missouri,
from the Muncy Luminary, June 21,
1859:
In our last communication, which

we regret to say is of so old a date as to
be almost out of our own remember
ence, we left yourreaders at the cross
ing of the Arkansas river more than mid
way from the States to the Spanish
Peaks. With feelings of penitence[?] we
now return to them at the same point,
after our protracted absence, and ask
them to take a position with us upon
the sand hills on the north side of the
river a few rods from where it is crossed
by the great Sante Fe Trail.

From our natural and commanding
observatory we propose now taking a
glance at some of the features of the
commerce of the Plains, and noting
some of its leading peculiarities. Before
me the turbid waters of the Arkansas
flow quietly onward over their broad
shallow sandy bed. dotted here and
there with a small island, covered with
rushes, flags and tall grass. and weeds.

The eye readily traces the regular
meanderings of the stream for several
miles eastward, to a point where it
takes a more than ordinary northward
bearing, a further view of the stream
being intercepted by the rising ground
on the north. The sand hills, as they are
termed, being the place of descent or
transition, from the high plateau or ta
bleland, to the low level river bottom,
rise up in beautiful regularity. east and
west from us on one side and in the
same direction in front of us on the
other. The sun is at the meridian. The
deep blue dome above is as clear and
bright. as it was before. "there went up
a mist from earth and watered the
whole face of the ground." A gentle
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breeze, cooled by the snows resting on
the summit of the most elevated mem
bers of the Rocky Mountain range,
floats down from the North West, caus
ing the almost vertical rays of the sun to
effect a very agreeable and comfort
able sensation. Nothing is heard but
the incessant barking of the prairie
dogs seated next to the door of his sub
terranian mansion or the grating hollow
notes of the sand hill crane, sailing high
aloft in the bouyant. bracing atmos
phere. All around the view is bounded
by the horizon. Looking eastward, our
attention is attracted by a cloud of
dust looming up and floating off to the
south east. As Indians and Buffalo natu
rally occupy a prominent place in the
minds of persons sojourning in or travel
ing through this part of the country. we
with one accord agree that it is a band
of Indians or a herd of Buffalo. But after
a more deliberate survey of facts and
circumstances; considering as the dust
appears to rise on the line of the road
leading to the States, perhaps it is oc
casioned by a train moving westward.
bound for Pike's Peak. New Mexico Ari
zona, Chawawa, Sonora or California.
After a few moments close observa
tion. the correctness of our last supposi
tion is confirmed. by the dim outlines of
a Sante Fe Wagon (as all the largest
sized freight wagons are called in this
country) appearing in the less dense
portion of the dust; another and an
other appears until the whole train of
from fifty to seventy wagons is in sight
stretching back over the prairie to the
distance of a mile. On its near ap
proach we recognize it as one of Ma
jor's and Russell's trains en route for Fort
Union, freighted with supplies for the
military dept. of New Mexico. They
have finished their morning drive. and
are now camping on the bank of the
river where they will cook. eat. and
some of them per chance sleep, bef
ore crossing over. The lead wagon
turns off from the road a few rods and
halts, the others file out to the right and
left alternately. the fore end of each
wagon is brought up near the hind end
of the one preceding it, leaving a small
gap which is closed up with chains af
ter the teams are unyoked. Thus a
whole train is drawn up and an enclo
sure made of a circular or elliptical
form which is an effective fortification
in case of an attack by Indians. In form
ing the enclosure, the teams are all
turned outward so that the poles or
tongues of the wagons are on the out
side. After forming. the teams are un
yoked and kept together by herders.
while grazing. Before starting all the
cattle are driven in the enclosure when
the yokes are put on them. and the
teams driven around to the respective
wagons. each team is in charge of a
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driver, who is subject to the general di
rection of the Wagon Master and his
assistant. Each team is attended by
several extra hands who drive the loose
cattle that are taken along to supply
any wants that may arise from loss of
stock by death or any other cause.

The hands are divided into messes of
from five to eight men each. A guard is
kept over the stock all the time day
and night. The wagons are drawn by six
yoke of cattle each, and carry from
five to seven thousand pounds. they
are usually wooden axled. but some
with iron axles have been introduced
within the past two years. They are not
much different from the common lum
ber or farm wagon, except in size. be
ing much larger. These teams when
traveling average from ten to twenty
miles per day.

Now for the crossing. The boys have
taken their short cake. coffee. bacon
and buffalo hump, the teams are all in
line again. each whip is tied with a new
cracker. and to the tune of "hall off
your boots and roll up your breeches."
the lead wagon rolls in. But alas for a
sandy foundation: the floods come,
the loaded wheels descend and in
spite buck skin. moral suasion. encour
agement, abuse, hard pulling and
harder swearing all combined. the
Prairie Ship comes to a state of rest. The
team is now increased to eleven yoke.
which starts the load, but the "powers
that be" are found still to be deficient.
Another addition of five yoke makes a
team of forty-two head of cattle which
takes out the load on the south side of
the river. Thus by the dint of muscular
force the whole train is taken over. but
it is frequently necessary to put thirty
yoke or sixty head of cattle to one
wagon to pull it through. and yet it sel
dom occurs that water ever enters the
bodies of the wagons, the water being
quite shallow, but the sand is so course
and loose that the wheels sink to the
hub and cattle and everything else
sinks down in a similar manner so that
they have no purchase. and conse
quently are unable to effect anything
at pulling.

After travelling four or five miles
along the south bank of the river. our
friends will again be compelled to dou
ble their teams to pull up over the sand
hills a distance of one mile. We will now
leave them to follow the even tenor of
their way and to experience an exam
ple showing by actual demonstration
that one extreme sometimes at least. if
not generally. follows another. They will
now have a piece of hard dry level
road sixty miles in extent. passing
through a belt of high level country lay
ing between the Arkansas and the
Cimmaron rivers, on which, unless there
have been heavy rains within the past
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few weeks, or they are fortunate
enough to have a rain soon, or before
they get over. neither of which condi
tions is probable. they will have no wa
ter except what they take from the Ar
kansas in their kegs. jugs. kettles. can
teens and gourds. till they reach the
lower Cimarron spring.

The plan usually adopted in crossing
here in the dryest seasons. is to rest the
teams a day or two at the river; they
then drive out four or five miles. till they
are over the sand and then return with
their stock again to the river where they
are watered and allowed to feed
again on the fresh grass along the bot
toms. they then start with the teams in
the evening and travel with all possible
dispatch. camping as few times as pos
sible till they reach the Cimarron. which
is generally accomplished in one day
and two nights.

From our observations we would
suppose that the trade is about equally
divided between the Mexican and the
Americans, but it is not all carried on
with cattle. There are a great many
large mule trains in use. They travel
more rapidly, having lighter wagons
with teams of from six to twelve head of
mules each. The freight on goods from
the States to Sante Fe is from seven to
ten dollars per hundred. The Mexicans
can and usually do freight cheaper
than the Americans. from the fact that
they hire their hands at from three to
ten dollars per month and victual them
on the cheapest kind of provisions,
while the Americans are compelled to
pay twenty-five to forty dollars for com
mon hands. and furnish them with
good provisions besides.
C.W. F.

NOTES
35. Jerome Kunkel was born in Lycoming

County, Pennsylvania, in 1827. During
the Mexican War he served in the 2nd

Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. After
the war he served on the stoff of at least
three Pennsylvania governors, with the
rank of lieutenant-eolonel. He come to
Kansas Territory in 1856 and settled at
the town of Rising Sun. which was later
moved to Medina. He served in the frst
state legislature of Kansas in 1861 and
later served two more ferms after the
Civil War. during which he rose from the
rank of private to captain in the 11 th Kan
sas Volunteers. He was one of the found
ers of the fawn of Medina. In 1880 he left
Kansas and moved to Pecos. New Mex
ico.

36. John White Geary. 1819-1873. was a na
tive of Pennsylvania. He was a civil engi
neer. When the Mexican War began in
1846 he became lieutenant-colonel of
the 2nd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry.
He commanded his regiment at the Bat
tle of Chapultepec. For this service he
was promoted fa colonel and ap
pointed the frst commander of Mexico
City. In 1849 he was appointed the firsf
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postmaster of San Francisco, and he
served as the first American alcalde of
that city, becoming mayor in 1850. He
returned to Pennsylvania in 1852. In 1856
he was appointed territorial governor of
Kansas and served from Sept. 9, 1856. to
March 12, 1857. He again returned to
Pennsylvania. When the Civil War began
he raised and commanded the 28th

Pennsylvania Volunteers. He led troops
in many baWes, including Cedar Moun
tain. Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and
Lookout Mountain, and he rose to the
rank of brigadier general of volunteers
and, in 1865, was awarded brevet rank
of major general. He was elected gover
nor of Pennsylvania in 1866 and held
that office until 1873. He died two weeks
after his tenure as governor.

37. Wmiam Brindle served as lieutenant
colonel of the 2nd Pennsylvania Volun
teer Infantry during the Mexican War. He
was a friend of John Geary. Brindle was
receiver at the land office in Lecompton
in 1857.

38. Harry Petriken (or Petrikin in Fribley's let
ters) was a friend of Brindle, Wynkoop,
and Fribley.

39. Frederick P. Stanton, native of Virginia,
became territorial secretory in 1857 and
served as acting governor of Kansas Ter
ritory during portions of April and May
and again in November and December
1857.

40. Robert John Walker, 1801-1869, was a
native of Pennsylvania. He was a lawyer
who practiced in Pennsylvania and Mis
sissippi before being elected to the U.S.
Senate from Mississippi. He was secre
tary of the treasury during the admini
stration of President James K. Polk. He
served as territorial governor of Kansas
from May 27 to Nov. 16, 1857.

41. The "Battle of Black Jock," June 2, 1856,
saw freestate forces led by John Brown
defeat a proslavery posse led by Henry
Clay Pate. Pate was a Missouri newspa
perman who set out with 25 men to cap
ture Brown but. instead, found his party
captured by Brown. Federal troops were
called out to restore order. and they se
cured the release of Pate's party. The
engagement at Black Jack has been
called the first bottle of the Civil War.

42. Kaw Methodist Mission was opened at
Council Grove in 1851, and classes for In
dian children were conducted there un
til 1854. The mission building was used as
a school for white children for several
more years, and it also served as a pub
lic meeting place and meeting house
for Methodists. It is now Kaw Mission
State Historic Site. 500 N Mission, Council
Grove, KS.

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS
SFTA plans to solicit and promote
business memberships (currently
$40 per year) by listing them in a
Wagon Tracks directory and encour
aging Trail travelers to patronize
them. A sign for them to show in
their window will identify them as
SFTA members and publicize the
Trail and SFTA.
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RENDEZVOUS 1998
(continued from page II

plained the Old Guard's project to
purchase the site, preserve and
interpret it for the public, and when
possible to donate it to the National
Park Service to become part of Fort
Larned NHS. Mter a Plains Indian
meal of buffalo stew, a group of Kio
wa singers and dancers performed.

Saturday evening, after a day of
papers and the SFTA membership
meeting, a Mexican dinner was serv
ed at Fort Larned NHS. This was fol
lowed by a program of Hispanic mu
sic and a Fandango, led by Dr. Cipri
ano Vigil and his musicians. Mem
bers of the audience, many of whom
were in period dress, participated in
the Fandango with instructions from
Dr. Vigil and and his group.

Other featured activities included
an old-time baseball game and a
Sunday morning worship service.
The baseball game was played after
the Saturday noon meal of hotdogs
(what else?), according to the rules of
1862 as explained by two members of
the Colorado Vintage Baseball Asso
ciation, who were dressed in period
uniforms. The audience chose up
sides and played the game with peri
od equipment such as a very soft
baseball and heavy bats and, of
course, no gloves. Except for an ach
ing back or two, everyone had a good
time. Did anybody keep score?

The Sunday morning worship ser
vice was held at the Sibley Campsite
in Larned, which has been pur
chased and interpreted by a group
led by David Clapsaddle. The service
was led by Richard Graves, pastor of
Grace Lutheran Church in Larned.
A short talk was given by Ross Mar
shall.

Special thanks are extended to
Ruth Olson Peters and staff at the
Santa Fe Trail Center and to Super
intendent Steve Linderer and staff
at Fort Larned NHS for arranging
this excellent Rendezvous. SFTA
President Margaret Sears and im
mediate Past-President Ross Mar
shall, who made the arrangements
for SFTA participation in the Ren
dezvous during his term of office,
ably represented SFTA in planning
the program. The WetlDry Routes
Chapter and the Fort Larned Old
Guard provided valuable assistance.
Thanks, too, to everyone who came
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and participated in the many activi
ties. No doubt about it, a good time
was had by all.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The quarterly meeting was held
October 24 at the Morton County
Historical Museum in Elkhart, KS.

The chapter will host a Santa Fe
Trail mapping seminar conducted by
Phil Petersen, SFTA mapping chair
man, on Saturday, November 14.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
1227 S Bryan
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309

The chapter scheduled two fall
meetings. A joint meeting with the
Corazon de los Caminos chapter was
scheduled October 3 in Tucumcari,
NM. Len Slesick, a retired meteor
ologist in Amarillo, TX, presented a
program on Fort Bascom. This site is
reported to have been bulldozed
recently.

A field trip to the Texas Tech Li
brary Southwest Collection has been
rescheduled for November 8. Clint
and Siva Chamber will serve re
freshments after the meeting.

Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(316) 356-1854

The quarterly meeting was sched
uled for October 8 in Hugoton, KS.
The chapter is planning to partici
pate in the mapping workshop
November 14, with the Cimarron
Cutoff chapter.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

The chapter met October 8 at the
Burlingame Rodeo Building. Reports
were given on the symposium plans.
Steve Dodson gave an interesting
talk about McGee's Tavern and Hos
telry that was established on 110
Mile Creek in 1854. Frye McGee was
a slave owner and involved in the
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slave traffic.
Doris Cress gave a report on the

activities at the Rendezvous in
Larned. It was also reported that the
new cedar shingle roof was com
pleted on the Stone Barn at Fremont
Park. A committee was appointed to
begin the restoration of the wall at
the Wilmington school house.

Directors elected for three years
were Al Bunting, Osage County, Lois
DeWitt, Lyon County, and Don
Cress, Morris County.

A video was shown of the 1998
Santa Fe Trail Ride. The next meet
ing will be January 21, 1999, in
Council Grove.

End of the Trail
President George Donoho Bayless
PO Box 156
Chama NM 87520
(888) 368-4868

On September 19 thirteen mem
bers accompanied by six guests and
five members of the Corazon de los
Caminos and Bent's Fort chapters
attended an outing to the Dorsey
Mansion and Point of Rocks on the
Cimarron Route of the Trail, and
concluded the day by visiting the
Santa Fe Trail Museum in Springer,
NM.

Our thanks to Mike Taylor, mu
seum board member and SFTA
member, for arranging for the mu
seum be open and to the docent who
gave the tour.

Dorsey Mansion is a log and ma
sonry Victorian mansion built by
Stephen W. Dorsey. The log struc
ture was completed in 1880 and the
stone castle structure was completed
in 1886. It then was an elegant man
sion of 36 rooms and 10,000 square
feet.

SFT travelers did not use the
Dorsey Mansion as a landmark, but
they left their mark with ruts that
cross the property not far away.
Point of Rocks was an important
landmark on the Trail. A spring
made this an important campsite
area not only for Trail travelers, but
for people as long as 10,000 years
ago. Tipi rings testify that Plains In
dians camped nearby.

Camping there now are Pete and
Faye Gaines who welcome visitors to
their land. Faye has submitted a
grant proposal to the Scenic Byway
Program to provide toilet facilities at
the site. It was a worthwhile outing,

26

and participants are to be congratu
lated as most drove over 300 miles to
attend.

Our next event is November 21,
when Louann Jordan, curator at Los
Golindrinas and chapter member
will enlighten us on the Moorish in
fluence in New Mexico.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Steve Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Rt
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683

The chapter turned out in force in
August to take measure of old Fort
Union. Twenty-five members and
guests (two from New Jersey) com
manded by Superintendent Harry
Myers and armed with tapes and
clipboards, fanned out among the ru
ins to gather information that the
Park Service will use to protect the
structures from time and weather.
We got to see the original First Fort
at close hand and the remains of the
great corrals that housed the traffic
coming in over the Santa Fe Trail.
Thanks to Harry and Chief Ranger
Jim Hooyboer for arranging this fine
event and to the Southwest Parks
and Monuments Association for pro
viding the tasty lunch.

In September a trip to Charette
Lakes and the Ocate Crossing, led by
Harry Myers, was another splendid
even.t. The joint meeting with the
Texas Panhandle Chapter at Tu
cumcari early in October included
two excellent talks, one by Len Sle
sick on Fort Bascom, and the other
on historic trails in the Panhandle by
Alvin Lynn. Slesick showed a slide of
a child's grave at Fort Bascom, most
likely that for Richard and Marion
Russell's first child, Hattie Eliza.
Thanks to Kathy Revett of the Texas
Panhandle Chapter for arranging
this meeting.

The November meeting is planned
at Wagon Mound with a talk by Fred
Friedman on "The Santa fe Trail and
the Santa Fe Railway: A Transition
in National Growth." Friedman is
Chief of Rail and Intermodal Plan
ning for the New Mexico Sate High
way & Transportation Department.

The chapter held a planning meet
ing for symposium 2001 on October
28 and assigned various functions to
particular members. There are still a
few positions to fill and volunteers
are welcome. Steve Whitmore will
serve as coordinator.
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Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Larned KS 67550

The chapter met for its summer
meeting at the Quivira National
Wildlife Refuge Visitors Center on
August 16, 1998. Reports were given
on the 1998 seminar about the sur
vey of the Trail, the marking project,
and plans for the 1999 seminar
which will be about trading ranches
on the Trail. Reports were also given
about the web site operated by Larry
and Carolyn Mix and the chuck
wagon dinner to be served at the
Rendezvous.

Members voted to amend the con
stitution by adding another officer,
the immediate past-president, to
serve in an advisory capacity. Also
approved was the purchase of a
plaque for the marking program and
a $200.00 award to be given annually
for the best entry relevant to the
Santa Fe Trail by Kansas students
in the National History Day Compe
tition.

The fall meeting was scheduled
for October 4 in Offerle, KS. David
Clapsaddle's presentation "Burying
Private Easley" told of the burial of a
1st Illinois infantryman who died at
the Pawnee Fork crossing in 1847.

Plans for the 3rd annual seminar,
"Trading Ranches on the Santa Fe
Trail," June 5, 1999, are in progress.
Speakers will include Michael Olson,
Las Vegas, NM, William Chalfant,
Hutchinson, KS, Leo Oliva, Wood
ston, KS, and David Clapsaddle,
Larned, KS. The location will be at
Fort Dodge.

The sign directing the public to
Duncan's Crossing on the Fort
HayslFort Dodge Road which was
damaged by vandals, has been re
painted and replaced. Thanks to
Rusti and Jack Gardner for their su
perb restoration, and to David Clap
saddle and Leonard Aufdemberge for
resetting the sign.

One of the chapter's limestone
posts, one mile east of Fort Larned
NHS, was broken off at ground level
during a tornadic storm last spring
and will be reset in the near future.

Other limestone posts which have
long awaited placement in the Fort
Dodge area have been set. Highway
construction had prevented the in
stallation of new markers and the re-
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setting of others for a two years.
Four additional markers are

ready and awaiting placement on the
Fort Hays/Fort Dodge Road.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge
David Kloppenborg
PO Box 441
Bucklin KS 67834
(316) 826-3537

On September 29 chapter mem
bers gathered at the Dodge City Pub
lic Library to hear Donald J.
Blakeslee speak on "Sacred Places:
Indian Shrines on the Great Plains."

On October 18 the chapter spon
sored a trolley-car guided tour to
northeast Ford county including the
Sawlog area of the Fort Hays/Fort
Dodge Road and other historical
sites.

Dave Webb, SFTA director, pres
ented a program "Women on the
Santa Fe Trail" following a noon
lunch at the Gunsmoke Restaurant
in Dodge City on November 6. The
chapter cohosted an autograph party
for Leo Oliva's new book on Fort
Dodge at Fort Dodge on November 7.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
141 2 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

The next chapter meeting will be
November 19, 1998, at the National
Frontier Trails Center in Independ
ence, MO, at 7:00 p.m. Sponsored in
part by the Missouri Humanities,
Katie Armitage will present "Julia
Louisa Lovejoy: Early Settler of the
Midwest."

The annual holiday gathering will
be December 6 at 2:00 p.m. at the
home of Roger and Sandy Slusher in
Lexington.

Topper, Lou Jr., and John Schu
macher are organizing a work day
for the mapping committee to peruse
the late Lou Schumacher's extensive
research.

Congratulations to new MRO
member Anna Belle Cartwright on
her recent retirement from the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center. Anna
Belle says she can now spend more
time on the museum project for the
SFTA and on further research with
the Hinchey diary and sketches.

For more information regarding
membership or meetings, contact
Anne Mallinson at 816-230-7228.
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Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

The midsummer tour was held
August 30 when twenty-eight chap
ter members went to Kanopolis to
view the location of Fort Ellsworth
and the remaining buildings of Fort
Harker. J anell Cook, director of the
Coronado Quivira Museum in Lyons
and former director of the Ellsworth
County Historical Museums at Ells
worth and Kanopolis, led the group.

Fort Ellsworth was located on the
Smoky Hill River on the Fort Riley
Fort Larned Road, an important part
of the Santa Fe Trail network. When
the location was flooded the fort was
moved approximately one mile
northeast to be renamed Fort
Harker. Fort Ellsworth was built of
mud and wood huts. Fort Harker
was built of stone quarried from the
nearby sandstone hills.

There are four remaining build
ings, the guardhouse and one junior
officers' quarters are property of the
Ellsworth County Historical Society,
and the other officers' quarters and
the commanding officer's home are
private property. Fort Harker was a
quartermaster depot supplying mili
tary posts in Kansas and the South
west when the railroad was laid to
Ellsworth. When the railroad
reached Ellsworth the military sup
plies were then sent from Fort
Harker to the Santa Fe Trail at the
Walnut Crossing. Fort Harker was
officially closed in 1872.

The Coronado Quivira Museum in
Lyons recently became the home of
the provisions box from the ill-fated
Don Antonio Chavez trip in 1843.
The box is now on display in an ex
panded Santa Fe Trail exhibit. Mu
seum hours are 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday through Saturday, and 1:00
to 5:00 pm Sunday. Closed on major
holidays.

Pat Hall and Carol Near have
been named chapter program and
tour cochairmen and are working on
the program for the next year.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-2095

No report.
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Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DD
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

A tour of Picture Canyon on Sep
tember 27 completed the chapter's
summer tour calender. The weather
was beautiful and a large crowd, in
cluding many nonmembers, at
tended this interesting tour of rock
art sites, homesteads, and an old
cemetery. Jamie Kingsbury was tour
leader. Even though Jamie and Lolly
took the wrong road a couple of
times, it is believed that everyone
found their way back out of the can
yon in time to get to work Monday
morning.

The August tour to the Trinidad
area was also well attended. Richard
Louden led the group to Trail sites in
the Hoehne area. Then it was on to
the Wootton Ranch to hear the his
tory of the ranch from Katherine
Berg and have a picnic lunch. The
tour then returned to Trinidad for
museum visits and a walking tour of
the downtown area led by Willard
Louden.

This was a successful tour season
for the chapter. A special thank you
is extended to land owners, tour
leaders, the tour committee, and to
LaDonna Hutton who handled the
publicity for the tours.

The chapter newsletter has a new
editor. Kellie Vap accepted the job
beginning with the next issue. Lolly
Ming, who has been the editor for the
past two years, and those who have
assisted her, deserve the chapter's
gratitude for a job well done.
Thanks, Lolly. The November meet
ing will be held in the newly reno
vated railroad depot in Holly, CO.
Speakers will present the histories of
Holly, Trail City, and Amity and a
tour of local sites is planned.

HELP WANTED

Enclosed is a poor photo (not re
produced) of a felt wall hanging
found in the effects of an elderly lady
in Boise City, OK. The piece is
shaped like an animal skin, 33
inches high and 23 inches wide, and
it was once framed at the edges. The
top reads "Old Santa Fe Trail" and
bottom reads "B.B. Association
1914." The picture in the middle
shows an Indian with peace pipe in
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· front of a large fIre with a tipi in the
background. We can find no informa
tion about this organization or its lo
cation. Can anyone help identify this
article? Thank you.

Morris Alexander
POBox 220

Boise City OK 73933

NEW SFTA MEMBERS I
This list includes new member

ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Dr. & Mrs. Don E. Alberts, 6324 Beaver

Cf, Rio Rancho NM 87124
Irvin J. & Kellyn Drayer, 1606 H. G. Mos

ley Prkwy, Longview TX 75604
Deborah & Jon Lawrence, 44 Harvey

Cf, Irvine CA 92612
Howard & Joyce Losey. 726 James Sf,

Maize KS 67101
Vemon & Janice Stockslager, 706 Ryan

Ln. Greencastle PA 17225

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
David Dory, 1113 Robinhood Lane, Nor

man OK 73072
William Feyerharm. 5495 Pheasant

Ridge Rd. Manhattan KS 66502
Harriet Freiberger, PO Box 775063,

Steamboat Springs CO 80477
Joe Glotzbach. c/o USD No. 417 High

School, 129 Hockaday, Council
Grove KS 66846

Kevin Hays, 11363 Amanda Lane # I 59,
Dallas TX 75238

Ester M. Jarvis, 1422 SW 32nd Sf, Topeka
KS 6661 1

Gary J. Oline, 34 Crepe Myrtle, Little
Rock AR72209

Ernest Orahood, 3I I W 14th St, La Junta

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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CO 81050
Dr. Frank Purdie, 21 17 64 Ave Ct. Gree

ley CO 80634
Cindy Ella Rogers, I 71 10 Ebel Rd,

Wamego KS 66547
William E. Rogers, 19911 S Valley Pride

Rd, Pretty Prairie KS 67570
John G. Schumacher, 901 Laurel Dr,

Rolla MO 65401
Louis Austin Schumacher, 5904 E Ban

nister Rd. Kansas City MO 64134
Don L. Terhune, 1139 Village Dr, Man

hattan KS 66503
Michael Wolf, 150 West End Ave Apt.

2F, New York NY 10023

I TRAIL CALENDAR

Everyone is invited to send no
tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in February, so send informa
tion for March and later to arrive by
January 20, 1999. Thank you.
Nov. 19, 1998: 7:30 p.m., National
Frontier Trails Center, Independ
ence MO, Katie Armitage will speak
on "Julia Louisa Lovejoy: Early Set
tler of the Midwest."
Nov. 21, 1998: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting, program by Lou
ann Jordan on "Moorish Influence in
New Mexico." Contact Meredith
Mayo (505) 983-7874.
Dec. 6, 1998: Missouri River Outfit
ters Chapter meeting, 2 p.m., at
home of Roger & Sandy Slusher in
Lexington MO.
Jan. 3, 1999: Wet/Dry Routes Chap
ter meeting, 2:00 pm, City Hall
meeting room, Kinsley, KS.
Jan. 21, 1999: Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter meeting, Council
Grove KS.
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April 24, 1999: Fort Larned Old
Guard annual meeting, program
about Cheyenne and Sioux village on
Pawnee Fork.
June 5, 1999: WetlDry Routes
Chapter Seminar, "Trading Ranches
on the Santa Fe Trail," at Fort Dodge
KS.
June 5, 1999: National Trails Day.
For planning materials contact
American Hiking Society, 1422 Fen
wick Ln, Silver Spring MD 20910.
Sept. 23-26, 1999: SFTA Sympo
sium, Council Grove KS. Contact
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.

IRS APPROVES GROUP STATUS
ON November 4, 1998, the IRS ap
proved the SFTA application for
group exemption from federal in
come taxes. The tax-exempt status
has been granted to all nine chapters
that requested it. New chapters may
be added. Each chapter will be re
sponsible for following the IRS rules
for 501(c)(3) organizations. Individu
als who donate to SFTA or the chap
ters may deduct those contributions
to the extent allowed by law. Thanks
to SFTA member Britt Colle,
McPherson, KS, for overseeing the
application for this exempt status.

FROM THE EDITOR
The Rendezvous was an unquali

fied success, and the sponsors de
serve special thanks. The officers
and directors are working hard for
SFTA, to keep it running and strong.
Your membership is vital, and the
Trail deserves your support.

Happy Holidays!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 2

WOODSTON KS 67675

November 1998



WAGON TRACKS
NUMBER 2

GLORY DAYS ON THE
CIMARRON ROUTE,

REMEMBER JOHN GOOSE,
AND A NEW PERSPECTIVE
ON OPENING THE TRAIL

by Marc Simmons
(Simmons is Father of the SFTA and
served as the first president, 1986
1989. He is the foremost scholar on
Trail history and author of many
books and articles. He delivered the
keynote address at the 1997 sympo
sium, September 25, at Elkhart, KS.
The first portion of this article con
tains general remarks included in his
address. The remainder deals with a
matter he had planned to introduce
in that speech but deleted for reasons
of time.)

THE Cimarron Route of the old
Santa Fe Trail began at the Arkan
sas Crossing in western Kansas and
ran some three hundred miles to La
Junta in New Mexico, where it re
united with the Mountain Route.
Named for the famed Cimarron
River, whose valiey it ascended be
ginning at Wagon Bed Spring, this
route became legendary for the per
ils and hardships suffered by early
day wagoners. Its history is heavily
colored by stories of high drama, ad
venture, and tragedy.

Mter fording the Arkansas, the
huge freight caravans, bound for
Santa Fe, struck out upon La Jor
nada, an arid plain much dreaded
because of the Indian danger, the
lack of'naturallandmarks for pilot
ing, and the scarcity of water holes.
American teamsters unfamiliar with
the pronunciation of Spanish, some
times mangled the word Jornada,
rendering it as Hom Alley, or in the
case of traveler James Francis Riley
in 1863, as Hornattier. 1

The sixty-mile Jornada "desert"
ended at the Cimarron, and from
Wagon Bed (or Lower) Spring the

(continued on page 10)
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SYMPOSIUM PAPERS

THE response to the questionnaire
regarding publication of symposium
papers was underwhelming. There
were 17 votes for a separate book of
selected symposium presentations,
and three of these offered a second
choice of printing these as article in
Wagon Tracks. That is far from the
50 orders required to make these pa
pers available.

There were15 votes for printing in
WT, and one abstention. Beginning
with this issue, in which Marc Sim
mons's keynote address from the
1997 symposium appears, selected
papers will appear in WT. All sympo
sium speakers will still be required
to submit their papers for considera
tion, and the best of these will ap
pear as there is space.

This may result in a more lengthy
issue from time to time, but that will
be much more economical than a
separate printing for which there is
virtualiy no effective demand. By the
way, there are still about 700 copies
of the papers from the 1995 sympo
sium (including a couple from 1993).
These are available from the Last
Chance Store, title is Confrontation
on the Santa Fe Trail, $10 postpaid.

SYMPOSIUM PLANS
by Jan White

(Jan White ofCouncil Grove, member
of SFTA and Heart of the Flint Hills
Chapter, is in charge ofpublicity for
the 1999 symposium.)

THE 1999SFTASymposium, "Ren
dezvous at Council Grove: Treaties,
Trails, and Traders," September 23
26, 1999, will feature a historical
pageant, jamboree, and several ex
citing dining experiences, as well as
many informative presentations and
tours. Members of the Heart of the
Flint Hills Chapter, the symposium
sponsor, are eager to host the confer
ence and present the significance of
their area of the Santa Fe Trail.

Preceding the symposium, on
Wednesday, September 22, the
SFTA governing board will meet,
and all members are invited to at
tend. On Thursday, September 23,
after a day of presentations, work
shops, and tours, there will be a din
ner reception on the Neosho River
walk alongside the famous Neosho
River crossing on the Trail. Mter
ward the membership meeting and
awards ceremony at the art deco
Stella Theater precedes the Trail
side Jamboree, featuring Les Gil
liam, the Oklahoma Balladeer.

Friday will begin with the chapter
president's breakfast, followed by a
day of lectures and tours. The even
ing program, following dinner at the
historic Hays House Restaurant, will
be the multi-media pageant ''Voices
of the Wind People" at the Old River
bed Amphitheater. Members of the
Kaw (Kansas) Nation, the tribe for
which Kansas is named, will partici
pate in the pageant. Local townspeo
ple join in depicting the intersection
of cultures that occurred in Council
Grove from about 1821 to 1873. The
Kaw were known as the People of the
South Wind.

Saturday features more lectures
and tours, dinner in Council Oak

(continued on page 4)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

Way back in 1992 Carl Damonte,
then alcalde (president) ofEnd ofthe
Trail Chapter, requested that SFTA
seek group 501 (C)(3) designation to
cover its chapters. On November 4,
1998, that finally became a reality.
For over six years we had struggled,
encountering so many fits and starts
that it often appeared our goal would
never be reached. Amassing the vo
luminous documentation the IRS re
quired consumed almost two years.
Yet within a month after agreeing to
manage the application process,
Britt Colle dropped a huge package
in the mail to the IRS, and four
months later the coveted IRS
authorization letter was in our
hands! Britt put SFTA before other
equally pressing responsibilities,
and for this we all should be grateful.
You may want to send him a thank
you note or personally express your
appreciation.

SFTA is blessed with many per
sons like Britt who put SFTA at the
top of their list of "things to do to
day." To wit, the board authorized an
ad hoc committee to examine the
symposium and rendezvous dates to
determine if changes should be con
sidered. Steve Linderer has agreed
to chair the committee, with assis
tance from Helen Brown and Nancy
Lewis.

The board also endorsed a study of
chapter boundaries, which required
more appointments. Jeff Trottman,
Wagon Bed Springs Chapter presi
dent, and Carl Damonte, End of the
Trail Chapter, will do this.

Last October Ross Marshall and I
represented SFTA at a workshop
sponsored by the Partnership for the
National Trails System. Ross is our
official representative to this alli
ance of national historic and scenic
trails organizations. My purpose in
attending was to learn more about
PNTS's mission beyond its lobbying
activities and the conferences it sup
ports. For two and a halfdays I inter
acted with delegates ofhistoric trails
from across the country, and came
away with one overriding impres
sion: we all are interrelated.

At about this same time, NPS re
leased a fine map and guide ofthe 20
historic and scenic trails which com
prise the National Trails System.
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You will receive a copy when you re
new your SFTA membership. This
map shows how the system is inter
connected. Except for a tiny break in
the Smoky Mountains, it is possible
to travel from Maine to the Pacific
coast on bona {ide trails. What does
this mean to us who have a mindset
focused principally between Mis
souri and New Mexico? This is a
question SFTA may wish to explore
in greater depth. Many other ques
tions come to mind which beg to be
addressed.

In all likelihood, we share prob
lems, strengths, issues, and more
with all the other trail organizations
on that map. The discussions during
the PNTS workshop confirmed for
me that, indeed, we share a great
deal. Yet, each trail and its parent
organization possesses a uniqueness
which must be preserved. Perhaps a
"trailswide" mentality is in opera
tion already but has escaped us be
cause of limited interaction among
our organizations. Yes, money and
conferences are important to any or
ganization, but there is so much
more. We will see over the next few
years how PNTS and SFTA's partici
pation plays out.

It was shortly before Christmas
that we learned of Carrie Arnold's
death. There is never a good time to
encounter death, but I know of no
time of the year when it is less wel
come. Yet, as I reflect on Sam's loss
during the season universally
marked with good cheer and gift
giving, I am reminded of Carrie's
gifts to SFTA. She and Joy Poole in
troduced us to the visual arts of the
Trail at the 1993 symposium. Un
knowingly, was this the prelude to
our most recent Rendezvous, which
bore a music and leisure theme? The
airy illustrations in Sam's cookbooks
came from her paint brushes. Her
commitment to the Palace of the
Governors, a NPS-certified site in
Santa Fe, was long-standing. Al
though we had hoped her gifts to the
Trail would continue long into the fu
ture, we are grateful and enriched
for what she has left us. We thank
you, Carrie.

The next SFTA governing board
meeting will be Saturday, April 17,
1999, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, at the
Santa Fe Trail Center, Larned, KS.
All members are invited to attend.

-Margaret Sears
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All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be directed to SFTA
Editor Leo E. Oliva, PO Box 31,
Woodston KS 67675.

Telephone: (888) 321-7341
FAX: (785) 425-6865
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CARRIE F. ARNOLD

Carrie F. Arnold, wife of SFTA
Vice-President Sam Arnold, co-own
er of The Fort Restaurant, artist,
author, and Western history enthu
siast, died ofcancer, Sunday, Decem
ber 13, 1998, at her home in Denver.
She was 54.

Carrie struggled for nine months
to overcome shoulder and back pain
that she believed was a rowing ma
chine injury. "She tried ice packs and
heat packs and injections-nothing
worked," Sam said afterward. Her
frustration led her to a doctor in Oc
tober, and that led to a devastating
diagnosis-an untreatable, orange
sized sarcoma behind her lung.

As her health failed, her will re
mained strong. She wanted to be at
home, so Sam arranged for her to
have a hospital bed in their dining
room. On Saturday, December 12,
Sam put up a Christmas tree and, as
they have for many years, invited
friends over to help decorate it. Car
rie watched from her bed. "She knew
her lungs were failing," said Sam.

That evening, she asked her hus
band, parents, and a close friend to
light candles she had recently picked
out. She asked them to put new
plush sheets on her bed. And she
wanted to change into a new night
gown.

"I held her left hand, her mom and
dad held her right hand, and her
friend Trish sort of sat on the bed at
her feet," Sam said. Then with her
favorite music playing, Sam read her
a book beloved since childhood. She
died about 2:00 a.m. Sunday morn
ing. A memorial celebration of her
life was held January 3, 1999, at
Bethany Lutheran Church, Denver.

Born Carrie Forman on May 25,
1944, in Greeley, CO, she graduated
with honors from College High
School in 1962 and attended the Uni
versity of Northern Colorado.

She moved to Denver in 1965,
where she opened Carrie's Copy
Service, which provided maps for oil
companies. The business was sold in
1972.

She married Samuel P. Arnold on
May 2, 1971. "They made history a
lot more fun. Carrie had a way of
making it very colorful and interest
ing," said long-time friend and histo
rian Tom Noel with the University of
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Colorado at Denver. Carrie, a lover
of Western history, used her talents
as an artist to vividly depict it. "She
was valuable because she was so ac
curate in capturing things histori
cally," said NoeL

She began painting portraits in
high schooL Years later she illus
trated the cookbooks her husband
wrote: Eating Up the Santa Fe Trail,
Frying Pans West, and The Fort
Cookbook. Her most recent project
was a book titled Carrie Arnold,
which included her paintings and
recollections from her travel jour
nals. It will be published posthu
mously by Fulcrum Publishing.

She was an active member of the
board for the Denver Public Library
and the Western History Associa
tion, which she and her husband
help found. Carrie was also the first
woman to serve on the Colorado Rail
road Museum board, and the vice
president of the Denver HO Model
Railroad Club, which owns the mu
seum. Carrie and Sam received the
SFTA Award of Merit in 1993.

In addition to her husband, Carrie
is survived by her parents, a sister, a
stepdaughter, a stepson, a sister-in
law, and two step grandsons. Mem
orial contributions may be sent to
the Colorado Railroad Museum, P.O.
Box 10, Golden, CO 80402. Sym
pathy is extended to her family and
friends. The light that was Carrie
shines bright in our memory and in
the lives of all who knew her.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
THE nominating committee (chair
Anne Mallinson, members Morris
Alexander and Lolly Ming) now calls
for members and chapters to submit
names ofcandidates to be considered
for nomination to fill the positions of
officers and directors whose terms
expire at the end of the 1999 sympo
sium. This includes the president,
vice-president, and six directors (one
at large and one from each of the
Trail states.)

The bylaws specify that members
of the board of directors may not
serve more than two consecutive
four-year terms. The president and
vice-president serve two-year terms.
The secretary-treasurer serves a
four-year term. Ruth Olson Peters
was reelected in 1997 so that office is
not open at this time. The current of-
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fice holders are President Margaret
Sears and Vice-President Sam Ar
nold. Board members whose terms
expire in 1999 are Nancy Lewis (Mis
souri), Dave Webb (at large), Phil Pe
tersen (Colorado), Deanne Wright
(Kansas), and Faye Gaines (New
Mexico). Dave Hutchison (Oklaho
ma) has served two terms and may
not be nominated again.

All current members of SFTA are
eligible to submit names of candi
dates for nomination. Chapters are
also urged to submit nominations,
especially for the board position in
their state. The bylaws charge the
committee to nominate two candi
dates for each vacancy on the board
and one candidate for each vacant of
fice.

To be considered, each candidate
must be a member in good standing,
agree in writing to serve if elected,
provide a brief one-paragraph biog
raphy which includes Trail qualifica
tions and experiences, and submit a
one-paragraph statement of his or
her objectives for the Santa Fe Trail
Association. A recent photograph
would be welcome. This information
will be used by the nominating com
mittee in choosing candidates. The
biography and statement of objec
tives for each nominee will accom
pany the ballot sent to the member
ship with the May issue of Wagon
Tracks.

The deadline for receiving recom
mended names for candidates, in
cluding supporting documents, is
March 20, 1999. Mail these to Anne
Mallinson, 964 NW 600, Centerview
MO 64019-9163.

AWARDS NOMINATIONS
RECOGNITION of individuals and
organizations who protect, preserve,
and promote the Trail is one of the
purposes of SFTA. To that end a
number of awards are presented at
each symposium. Nominations for
these awards are needed by May 15,
1999. The awards committee in
cludes Chairman Harry C. Myers,
Jane Lenz Elder, and Leo E. Oliva.

The Award ofMerit is designed for
those who have made a significant
contribution to the purposes of
SFTA. Past Awards of Merit have
been made for books published, sig
nificant articles or new information
published, special publicity efforts of
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a newspaper, radio program, or tele
vision station, preservation of Trail
sites, organization of special events,
significant chapter projects, and oth
ers. Anyone may nominate an indi
vidual, organization, business, or
group for this award which consists
of a recognition plaque.

The Paul F. Bentrup SFTA Am
bassador Award, an honorary life
time designation, is given to a mem
ber of SFTA who has demonstrated
exceptional promotion of SFTA, de
velopment and dissemination of
knowlege of Trail history, preserva
tion of Trail sites or artifacts, and
otherwise promoted an understand
ing of the Trail. Current ambassa
dors are Paul Bentrup, Les Vilda,
Katharine Kelley, Ralph Hathaway,
David Clapsaddle, Harry C. Myers,
Jesse Scott, Pat Heath, and Mark L.
Gardner.

The Ambassador Award consists
of a recognition plaque and an orna
ment. The bylaws currently require
that the nomination for ambassador
be sent to SFTA President Margaret
Sears, 1871 Candela, Santa Fe NM
87505, or Secretary Ruth Olson Pe
ters, Santa Fe Trail Center, RR 3,
Larned KS 67550.

The Jack D. Rittenhouse Memo
rial Stagecoach Award is presented
to an SFTA member for extraordi
nary lifetime achievement in re
search and writing about the Trail.
Previous recipients are Leo and Bo
nita Oliva, Pauline Fowler, and
Harry C. Myers. The award, spon
sored by Ray Dewey, consists of a
recognition plaque, Santa Fe Trail
Pendleton Blanket from Dewey
Trading Co., and $250.

The Heritage Preservation Award
(formerly Landowner's Award) is
presented to landowners, former
landowners, leaseholders, or tenants
of Trail ruts, remnants, structures,
or sites who have preserved and pro
tected significant portions of the
Trail or sites associated with the
Trail and provided for public access.
The award consists of a recognition
plaque.

The Educator's Award is for out
standing classroom teaching. See ac
companying article for details. It
consists of a plaque and $100.

A new award to be presented in
1999 is the Marc Simmons Writing
Award to recognize outstanding arti-
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cles in Wagon Tracks, published dur
ing the previous two years (in this
case, volumes 11 and 12). There are
two categories: (1) best original arti
cle about the history of the Trail
based on research in primary
sources; (2) best edited work of a pre
viously unpublished source (letters,
diary, report, etc.) on the Trail. Each
award consists of a recognition
plaque and $50. Selection of recipi
ents will be made by a subcommittee
of the awards committee, three per
sons who have not contributed to WT
during the time period. All eligible
articles will be considered, and nomi
nations are unnecessary.

Another new award in 1999 is the
Scholarship Award for research pa
pers written by college and univer
sity students. There are two catego
ries: undergraduate and graduate.
Nominations are by the professor in
whose class the paper was written.
Maximum length of paper consid
ered is 25 pages, double-spaced, in
cluding documentation. Each award
consists of a recognition plaque,
$500, and possible publication.

Nominations for Award of Merit,
Ambassador, Rittenhouse, and Heri
tage Preservation awards should in
clude details of why the person,
organizaiton, or group should receive
the award (limit nominations to one
page please). Send nominations for
Award of Merit, Rittenhouse, and
Heritage Preservation to Harry C.
Myers, PO Box 7, Watrous NM
87753, no later than May 15t 1999.
The Ambassador nominations are
due by the same date but sent to ei
ther the president or secretary, as
noted above. The Educator's Award
nominations are sent to the educa
tion committee.

EDUCATOR'S AWARDS
by Karla French

(French is chairman of the education
committee and is editor of the Fort
Learned column in WT.)
TEACHERS and educators are eli
gible for the SFTA Educator's
Awards to be presented at the sym
posium in September. Members may
nominate a teacher or educator for
outstanding classroom teaching
about the Santa Fe Trail in either
elementary or secondary schools.
Two awards will be given, one for
each level. The teacher or educator
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does not have to be a member of
SFTA (yet). The education commit
tee will judge the nominations and
recommend the recipients in each
category to the awards committee,
giving particular attention to the ob
jectives, methods, depth of exposure
to the Santa Fe Trail and its history
and lore, and originality. Recipients
will each receive an engraved plaque
and $100.00.

There are many teachers who are
working diligently to educate our
youth about the Trail. Let's give
them the recognition they deserve
for their hard work. Basic guidelines
are:

1. Nomination should be made by
someone in the Association who is
familiar with the work of the edu
cator.
2. Give the name and address of
the educator.
3. Give the name of the location of
the teaching and how the teaching
about the Trail is handled (i.e., a
9-week unit, etc.).
4. List the objectives, materials
used, developing and culminating
activities.
5. Please put the nomination on
one page to simplify evaluation.
Send nomination to Karla French,

810 West Maple, Rawlins WY 82301,
before May It 1999, in order for the
education committee to have time to
make the proper evaluations. If you
have questions, contact Karla: tele
phone (307) 324-3976 or via e-mail
<kfrench@trib.com>.

SYMPOSIUM
(continued from page 1)

Park (part of the original grove in
which a treaty was signed with the
Osage Nation in 1825, granting Trail
travelers the right to pass through
their land), and an evening program.
Kansas folklorist Jim Hoy, Emporia
State University, will illustrate the
story of the Kansas Cowboy through
folk songs. Nationally-known author
Don Coldsmith from Emporia, best
known for his Spanish Bit novels,
will close the evening program with
"A Trail into History," an overview of
the Santa Fe Trail as it relates to re
gional history.

Symposium presentations will be
made by retired U.S. Senator Nancy
Kassebaum Baker of Kansas, many
historians, educators, and authors.
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Speakers and topics include William
McKale on Fort Riley, Katie Davis
Gardner on Malcolm Conn, Randy
Thies on Bloody Bill Anderson, Tom
Witty on Indian cultures, Donna Ro
per on Coronado, Homer Socolofsky
on Kansas trails, Ron McCoy on trib
al art, Bob Blasing on the Kaw Trail,
Kaw Chairman Wanda Stone on the
Kaw people, Sara Tucker on women
on the Trail, and Ken McClintock on
Trail merchants.

Tours of area Trail sites will be
offered each afternoon. There will be
several workshops throughout the
symposium. The DAR marker west
of Council Grove will be rededicated
on Saturday afternoon. The Sunday
program will include Senator Kasse
baum Baker and other speakers on
the Tallgrass Prairie National Pre
serve, located sixteen miles south of
Council Grove. A complete sympo
sium program and registration ma
terials will be sent to all SFTA mem
bers in the next issue of Wagon
Tracks. Plan now to attend.

COLLEGE CREDIT AVAILABLE
FOR 1999 SYMPOSIUM

THE SFTA education committee is
pleased to announce that Emporia
State University will offer college
credit for those attending the sympo
sium in September 1999. Taught by
Dr. Joyce Thierer, SFTA member
and ESU faculty member, the course
AH 722 Santa Fe Trail: An Intersec
tion of Cultures will be available for
one or two credit hours in history. It
may be taken for undergraduate or
graduate credit.

All students enrolled will attend a
one-day session at the Kaw Mission
in Council Grove, on either June 12
or August 12, 1999, attend a portion
of the SFTA Symposium, September
24-26, and prepare some outside
work. Those enrolled for two credit
hours will do additional outside work
and also meet at Emporia State Uni
versity on October 23, 1999.

This promises to be an opportu
nity, especially for teachers, as Dr.
Thierer says, "to earn credit for
something you love." There will be
some work involved but, according to
Thierer, "it won't involve gathering
buffalo chips." .

Fees for the course are: one under
graduate credit hour, $79; two un
dergraduate credit hours, $155; one
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graduate credit hour, $109; two
graduate credit hours, $218. For
more information about this educa
tional opportunity, contact Dr. Joyce
Thierer, Department of Social Sci
ences, Emporia State University,
Emporia KS 66801, (316) 341-5533,
or <thiererj@emporia.edu>.

Early enrollment is encouraged,
and the final date to sign on for the
course is August 27, 1999. ESU reg
istration procedures are available
from the Office of Lifelong Learning,
(316) 341-5383 or <http://www.em
poria.edu/lifelonglhomelhtm>.

If this initial program succeeds
with sufficient enrollment to justify
additional classes, ESU will offer
similar courses for each SFTA sym
posium and rendezvous. The educa
tion committee, Dr. Thierer, and
Emporia State University deserve
special thanks for devising this op
portunity to earn credit while you
learn about the Trail.

HISTORIC TRAILS WORKSHOP
by Ross Marshall

(Marshall is immediate past-pres
ident of SFTA and the Association's
representative to the Partnership for
the National Trails System.)
REPRESENTATIVES of 11 of the
12 National Historic Trails met in
Kansas City, October 29-November
1, 1998, for the first workshop under
the leadership of the Partnership for
the National Trails System. The pur
pose was to determine a vision and
set common goals. Kansas City was
chosen partially because it is one of
the few cities located on four historic
trails: Lewis and Clark, Santa Fe,
Oregon, and California.

A total of 37 people, over half of
whom represented non-profit sup
port groups (such as SFTA) and the
balance being members of federal
land-managing agencies, attended.
SFTA was represented by President
Margaret Sears and myself.

The keynote address, "The Living
Significance of Historic Trails," was
presented by Professor Stephen Dow
Beckham, Lewis and Clark College.
He reviewed the opportunities his
toric trails have to preserve their his
toric and cultural resources, inter
pret their unique stories, and at the
same time offer an array oftrail-user
experiences. Other speakers in
cluded Supt. David Gaines, NPS
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Long Distance Trails, Santa Fe, and
Susan Boyle, NPS Denver Service
Center.

During the three days, led by fa
cilitator Baird Straughan of the In
stitute for Conservation Leadership,
the group crafted a common vision
statement and a set of goals. The
meetings began with a short presen
tation about each trail. Sears showed
slides and told the Santa Fe Trail
story.

The twelve National Historic
Trails are Oregon, Mormon, ldita
rod, Lewis and Clark, Overmountain
Victory, Anza, Santa Fe, Trail of
Tears, Natchez Trace, Pony Express,
California, and Selma to Montgom
ery, all of which have been added to
the National Trail System since
1978. While it may not appear that
these trails have common needs and
goals, it became clear that this was
the case.

On November 1, the last day ofthe
workshop, the delegates unani
mously adopted the following vision
statement and goals.

OUR VISION
National Historic Trails will be forever

preserved by the American People to
commemorate the stories of those who
passed over them and profoundly
shaped the United States. These trails
will provide the opportunity to experi
ence a deep sense of the past on the
lands and water where the events oc
curred.

From this shared vision we will en
deavor to foster cooperative efforts
that will promote and further the spirit
and intent of the National Trails System
Act.

OUR GOALS
To preserve and protect lands, re

sources, and stories of the National His
toric Trails to ensure that the opportu
nity for a quality trail experience is
available for ourselves and posterity.

To strengthen the management
and protection of the National Historic
Trails through effective communica
tion, cooperation, and partnerships.

To foster stewardship and ensure the
continuing legacy of the National His
toric Trails by emphasizing trails educa
tion.

To increase support for National His
toric Trails by developing effective out
reach strategies.

Committees of the group are al
ready busy with various assign
ments, such as increasing training
for volunteers, implementing inter-
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agency cooperation, advocacy efforts
to increase federal trails funding,
planning the next meeting, etc. The
historic trails group plans to meet
again in September 1999, in conjunc
tion with the Partnership For the
National Trails System meeting and
the National Scenic and Historic
Trails Symposium, to review prog
ress on the vision, goals, and com
mittee assignments.

This workshop was long overdue
and the family of historic trails, in
cluding the Santa Fe National His
toric Trail, will begin to benefit from
this cooperative effort of sharing ef
forts, resources, and communication.

TRAVELER'S CREDENTIAL
by Deanne Wright

(Wright is chair of the membership
committee. Actually, the first com
pleted Traveler's Credential, as noted
in the last issue of WT, was com
pleted by Harold and Cornelia Arens,
Holland, MI, last October. They had
their credential stamped during the
Elderhostel tour, after which they
went to Arrow Rock and obtained the
Traveler's Certificate. They did not
take this to the Santa Fe Trail Center
to claim Sam Arnold's generous gift
certificate for The Fort Restaurant.
What follows is the first claim for
that certificate. It should be noted
that those on the October Elderhostel
tour also experienced staff members
at museums who knew nothing about
the special stamps but were able to
obtain some stamp to prove they were
there.)
THE first completed Traveler's Cre
dential was turned in to the Santa Fe
Trail Center on January 16, 1999.
Dub Couch, a member of the Bent's
Fort Chapter, placed 17 stamps in
stead of the required 15 on his cre
dential.

Dub, who is from Rocky Ford, CO,
decided to fill out the credential as he
traveled to Oklahoma to visit rela
tives. He made a special trip west to
be stamped at Fort Union and Santa
Fe. To reach the eastern edge of the
Trail, he took a train from La Junta
to Kansas City, rented a car, and
drove to Old Franklin and Arrow
Rock. He then took the train on up to
Chicago where he picked up a new
motor home, drove back down to the
Santa Fe Trail, and turned his Trav
eler's Credential in at the Santa Fe
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Trail Center in Larned.
Dub gave his brother, Bill E.

Couch, in Tulsa, OK, a Santa Fe
Trail membership as a Christmas
gift. Bill was the person who inter
ested Dub in the Santa Fe Trail
when he asked to see some Trail
ruts. Dub took him to Iron Springs,
southwest of Rocky Ford, and there
Dub himself became "hooked" on
learning more about the Santa Fe
Trail.

Dub's experiences in getting the
Traveler's Credential stamped re
veal how we have to remain explor
ers today as we travel the Trail. At
the time he was at the Palace of the
Governors in Santa Fe, no one there
that day knew about the specific
stamp. Fortunately, a worker used
the museum stamp to verify he was
there. He arrived at Arrow Rock,
MO, to discover the visitor's center
was open only Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday (until February 21), but he
was resourceful and went to the Ax
row Rock Post Office to get stamped
by a gracious post office employee.
(Note: During March, April, and
May, the Arrow Rock Visitor's Cen
ter will be open seven days a week,
10:00-4:00; June, July, and August,
10:00-5:00; September, October, and
November, 10:00-4:00; December,
January, and February, open Fri
day, Saturday, and Sunday, 10:00
4:00.)

There is no comprehensive list of
where the stamps are located, so ex
ploration is necessary. The initial
plans for the Traveler's Credential
encouraged all businesses, gas sta
tions, restaurants, museums, and
others, especially in small towns
along the Trail to create their own
stamps. There was no effort to make
a listing of the stamp locations as it
would require constant updating. If
all else fails, and the post office is
open, most are willing to stamp your
credential.

We continue to hear stories from
folks out on the Trail, diligently get
ting their credentials stamped. Re
cently, John and Barbara Atkinson,
St. Joseph, MO, were at the Kaw
Mission, Council Grove, KS, to get
stamped. Participants on the Elder
hostel tour last fall stamped their
credentials along the way, as did the
cyclists on Willard Chilcott's bicycle
trek from Santa Fe to Franklin, MO.
Chilcott, by the way, created and
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made available the Traveler's Cre
dential and Traveler's Certificate,
designed by him and Joy Poole and
given official status by the SFTA
board.

Anne Mallinson, Centerview, MO,
says she and friends are planning a
van trip from east to west along the
Trail, ending up at The Fort for one
grand meal. She has a waiting list of
those who want to travel the Trail as
a summer trip.

Ifyou haven't received your SFTA
membership renewal form and list of
rules that came with the Traveler's
Credential, let me know. We want
you out there enjoying the experi
ence of traveling the Trail. My phone
number at the Kaw mission is 316
767-5410.

WET/DRY SEMINAR
PLANS for the third annual semi
nar presented by the Wet/Dry
Routes Chapter, June 4-5, 1999, are
all set. The topic is "Trading Ranches
on the Santa Fe Trail." A special fea
ture will be an art show of works re
lated to the Trail and associated
subjects.

The art ofJerry Thomas, Manhat
tan, who has received national recog
nition for his paintings, will be the
main feature. Local artists will also
particiate. A special session will be
held at 7:00 p.m., June 4, to focus on
the art.

The trading ranche presentations
will be on June 5. All sessions will be
held at the Kansas Soldiers Home,
Fort Dodge. Preregistration forms
are available in this issue, and regis
tration will be available both days of
the seminar.

LOS ARTESANOS
50 YEARS AND COUNTING

BOOK lovers along the Santa Fe
Trail may recall that, several years
ago, Joe and Diana Stein had their
bookstore, La Galeria de los Arte
sanos, Las Vegas, NM, for sale, and
had reportedly sold the entire stock
of books. Joe's health had prompted
this action and curtailed regular
business hours for the past three
years, but Diana has no intention of
closing permanently according to a
December 16, 1998, article in Her
mit ~ Peak Gazette.

According to Diana, "Joe's health
is better and he is at home. I'll be
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO WESTPORT?
by Ellis J. Smith

keeping regular hours now, except
when he has a doctor's appoint
ment."

The charming shop housed in the
old Louis C. Ilfeld law office is the
embodiment of an old-time book
store. This one specializes in books of
the Southwest, primarily New Mex
ico. In the back room, carefully
boxed, is an archive of documents go
ing back to the turn of the century.
The collection is destined, some day,
for New Mexico State University.
For now, Diana still finds reasons to
check the boxes for bits and pieces of
information.

When Joe opened the galeria in
1949 on Moreno Street it was in a
rambling building that has long
since been demolished. He handled
imports from all over the world, his
silver work, books on New Mexico,
and the arts.

In 1957 the Steins moved into the
Veeder building at 1815 West Plaza,
and because of Diana's interest, ex
panded their book inventory, focus
ing on regional literature.

The shop remained at this loca
tion for nearly 20 years, until the gal
lery found its home in the historic
Louis C. Ilfeld law office at 220
North Plaza, where it remains today.
The Steins won an award from the
New Mexico Historic Preservation
Division for the renovation of the
building, reflecting their commit
ment to historic preservation.

Diana's inventory contains a
wealth of books about the South
west, Hispanic culture, songs for
children written in both Spanish and
English, and much more. If the de
sired book isn't on the shelves, Diana
can order almost anything and does
searches for out-of-print books.

Diana's heart has always been in
the book-selling business. When she
and Joe contemplated retirement,
selling the shop seemed like a good
idea, but with the passage of time
and no serious buyers waiting in the
wings, she is happy to be there.

Stein is in the shop from 10:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through
Saturday. "We're going on our
fiftieth year in business in Old Town.
I'm still here, just not as much."
Congratulations, Diana. Los Arte
sanos is a recommended stop for
anyone who travels the Santa Fe
Trail and loves books.
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(Smith, Columbia, MO, is a member
ofSFI'A and retired engineer. His ar
ticle, "When Rails Replaced the San
ta Fe Trail," appeared in the Feb.
1998 issue of WT. Regarding West
port, he writes, '1 have never lived in
Westport, although I'm a frequent
visitor. I own no stock in firms hav
ing stores in Country Club Pla~I
can't afford to shop in some of them
-and I am not an agent for any of
Westport's several community organ
izations. I just believe that modem
Westport is the only point on the Trail
which can claim to have something
in common with modem Santa Fe.
You can visit Westport, enjoy doing
'2()th century things,' and also enjoy
Trail and Civil War history. 'J
THIS essay will not, except slightly,
deal with the rise and prominence of
Westport, Missouri, as the eastern
terminus of the Santa Fe Trail. That
subject has been covered by various
historians. SFTA members and
other students know Westport had
the distinction of being the eastern
terminus ofthe Trail longer than any
other location.

A few points concerning Westport
before its fall from Trail prominence
need to be made. First, under no cir
cumstances could Franklin (even ifit
had not been washed away by the
Missouri River) or other mid
Missouri locations have been viable
Trail heads. As soon as significant
quantities of freight began moving
over the Trail it became both neces
sary and desirable to move large
amounts of freight from St. Louis to
Jackson County, Missouri. The most
efficient way would have been by
rail, but a railroad was decades
away. So steamboats became the
preferred mode of transport until a
railroad could be built. Steamboats
required landings, and goods needed
to be hauled up from the landings.

Westport had a better steamboat
landing than Independence and an
easier haul from the Missouri River.
Additionally, Westport was a day's
journey closer to Santa Fe. So the
Trail head shifted from Independ
ence to Westport. Near Westport
Landing grew a pathetic little com
munity called "Kansas." It was
looked upon as being of no conse-
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quence, and people continued to call
the area "Westport Landing."

Westport should have continued
as the Trail head until 1865, but
could not have been so after 1865.
This statement will be explained
later. What finished Westport as the
eastern terminus ofthe Trail was the
Kansas-Nebraska Act, which al
lowed residents of those two territo
ries to vote on admission to the U
ion as either free or slave states. At
the time, the de facto line between
free and slave states west of the Mis
sissippi River was the Iowa-Missouri
border. Kansas Territory was en
tirely south of that line, while Ne
braska Territory was mostly north of
the line. Many people, including resi
dents of western Missouri, expected
Kansas to enter the Union as a slave
state.

It was a shock when Missourians
discovered people were coming to
Kansas Territory from as far away as
New England, simply to claim resi
dency and vote for admission ofKan
sas as a free state. Some of the out·
siders were outright militant, and 80

were many Missourians. The result
was the so-called "border war,"
which lasted until the outbreak of
the Civil War, after which it contin
ued under the cloak of Union versus
Confederacy.

The situation was devastating, for
both the area population and for
Westport. The U.S. Army, which
since 1846 had become the principal
receiver of goods brought across the
Trail, protected its interests by re
stricting Trail routes and moving the
eastern terminus of the Trail to Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas. Westport's
economy went into a tailspin as resi
dents fled to Clay County to avoid
the "troubles," as the killings, rob
beries, and arsons were sometimes
called.

There was more to come. In 1862
General Henry Hopkins Sibley's
Confederate troops had briefly occu
pied Santa Fe before their defeat at
Glorieta Pass. Sibley's campaign
took place in winter, when traffic on
the Trail was dormant. In 1864 it
was Confederate General Sterling
Price's turn, and the venue was the
other end of the Trail. By the
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autumn of 1864 there was little
doubt which side would win the Civil
War, and Price's campaign was in
tended to remove some pressure
from Robert E. Lee's army in Vir
ginia.

Price, a Missouri native, brought
his army north from Arkansas and
moved in the general direction of St.
Louis. He engaged Union forces at
Fort Davidson, south of St. Louis,
and was repulsed. It is doubtful
Price could have taken St. Louis,
which had a substantial garrison, in
cluding seasoned troops. Price likely
had a more realistic target in mind,
and wanted to preserve his army for
that target.

Price was interested in Jackson
County, Missouri, for at least two
reasons. First, unlike St. Louis the
Union forces in western Missouri
consisted largely of untested re
cruits, and Union officers were in
doubt how their men would hold up
in combat. Second, Price knew he
had support in central and west cen
tral Missouri-in fact, he had been
born and raised there. Price and his
forces moved west, roughly along the
Missouri River. It was just as Price
believed: he was met as a conquering
hero. Residents gladly supplied him
with food and livestock, and many
young men volunteered to join his
army. Without doubt this was the ze
nith of Sterling Price's military ca
reer. To this day there are monu
ments to him in that area of Mis
souri.

Price's army reached the Blue
River in October 1864. The local Un
ion command was distressed. If Pri
ce's army crossed the Blue in force,
continued west, and then looped
around to the north, Union forces
would be trapped between Price and
the Missouri River. This left three
possibilities, all dire. They could die
or be taken prisoner, or they could
find some way to cross the river (not
likely, given the size of their force),
or they could try to break out to the
northwest and head for Fort Leaven
worth. But the third possibility pre
sented other problems. To move to
Fort Leavenworth without crossing
the Missouri River (two separate
crossings required) meant crossing
the Kansas River, then preventing
the Confederates from also crossing
that river.

As modern residents of Jackson
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County are aware, the Blue River is
hardly a formidable military obsta
cle, except in flood, and autumn is
not the normal season for flooding.
Still, the Union commander man
aged to place troops along the west
ern side of the Blue for miles, but
there proved to be some gaps. On the
morning ofOctober 22, 1864, Confed
erates achieved a crossing of the
Blue at Hinkle's Ford and advanced
on Westport. Then a peculiar thing
happened, which would ultimately
decide the outcome of what has gone
into history books as the Battle of
Westport, the last major engage
ment of the Civil War fought west of
the Mississippi River. For some rea
son, still unclear today, the Confed
erates broke off their attack. Had
they continued, the way to the Mis
souri River was open, as there were
not enough Union soldiers in West
port to hold the town. By the next
morning Union reinforcements had
arrived in Westport, and it was too
late.

The battle was decided on the 23rd,

and by late afternoon the Confeder
ates were retreating to the south
west. Good Union tactics, plus help
from an unexpected source (a far
mer, who's mare had been stolen by
Confederates, and who was happy to
give the Union commanders details
of Confederate troop positions) turn
ed the tide. It is doubtful that Price
could have held western Missouri in
any case, but had he been successful
at Westport he might have forced the
Union to divert troops to western
Missouri and Kansas.

Then came 1865. The railroad was
completed to western Missouri. And
where did it arrive? It arrived at that
miserable little community which
some had called "Kansas" and most
had called Westport Landing. One
need only look at a topographic map
of Jackson County to understand
why the railroad came to "Kansas,"
and why Westport presented a less
favorable location for the route of the
railroad. Hence the statement made
earlier, that Westport could not have
been the eastern terminus of the
Trail after 1865.

Westport pulled itself out of the
effects of the "troubles" and the Bat
tle ofWestport and managed to more
than regain population. The years
after the Civil War were rather good
ones. Westport was considered a de-
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sirable place to live, and prominent
persons of the time chose to live
there.

Meanwhile, "Kansas" became
"City of Kansas" and finally "Kansas
City." It grew by leaps and bounds,
because it was destined to become
one of the most important railroad
centers in the United States, al
though some of the marshaling yards
are on the Kansas side of the state
line. Kansas City, Missouri, grew to
the south, because it was restricted
from growing westward by the
Missouri-Kansas state line and was
bounded on the east by Independ
ence, which today remains the Jack
son County seat.

Westport was an enticing annexa
tion target for Kansas City. After two
unsuccessful attempts at annexation
(one overturned by the Missouri Su
preme Court), annexation occurred
in December of 1897 and was de
clared legal by the Missouri Su
preme Court in 1899.

As an incorporated municipality
Westport ceased to exist. But a
strange thing has happened: resi
dents in the four counties which com
prise modern metropolitan Kansas
City (two counties each in Missouri
and Kansas) continue to treat West
port as if it actually were a munici
pality. One story illustrates this.

Modern Westport has become fa
mous, among other things, for the
number and variety of its restau
rants and pubs. A well-known res
taurant located in Johnson County,
Kansas, woos customers by advertis
ing itself as "The Westport Alterna
tive!" Not the "Kansas City Alterna
tive," mind you.

People do not say they are going to
visit the ''Westport district ofKansas
City," but simply that they are going
to visit "Westport:' The term "West
port" is used widely by area media,
suggesting that readers and listen
ers known where Westport is lo
cated, even though Westport does
not appear on the official Missouri
highway map. There are popular
books describing Westport as it is to
day. In fact, there is as much litera
ture available in print and photo
graphs for Westport as for some
United States cities.

Consisting of six neighborhoods
and substantial commercial prop
erty, modern Westport, in addition
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to commemorating the Santa Fe
Trail and the Battle of Westport,
boasts tourist attractions of consid
erable note. One is the Nelson
Atkins Museum of Art, housing one
of the world's best collections of Ori
ental art. Another unique attraction
is Country Club Plaza, or, to those
who know it well, simply "the Plaza."

This is the grandfather of modern
shopping centers, and it looks far
more attractive than many of its off
spring, with Spanish-style architec
ture and several of Kansas City's
best outdoor fountains. That the
modern shopping center originated
here and not in some city like Hous
ton or Los Angeles is fascinating.

This invites a comparison. One
can approach modern downtown
Santa Fe on a paved-over portion of
the Santa Fe Trail-Old Santa Fe
Trail-park one's car, and shop in
some very interesting and some
times expensive stores, OR, one can
approach modern Westport on a
paved-over portion of the Santa Fe
Trail-Wornall Road-park one's
car, and shop at Country Club Plaza
in some very interesting and some
times expensive stores. In fact, some
of the stores have the same names
and sell the same merchandise. We
might wish Susan Shelby Magoffin
and Marion Sloan Russell would join
us! What do we suppose they would
say? Marion. who seems to have been
a practical and a romantic soul,
might complain that the prices are
far too high.

Marc Simmon's guide is an excel
lent aid to visiting Westport in terms
of the Trail, and tourist information
is available in Westport, as are
tours. At least one large bookstore is
available in the Plaza, where one can
find Trail literature as well as books
on modern Westport. Don't pass the
latter over, because some books on
modern Westport also contain his
torical information. The book by Pa
tricia Cleary Miller, cited at the end
of this essay, contains an excellent
bibliography. One can spend several
days in Westport without repeating
any activities.

The Santa Fe Trail existed during
part ofthe Victorian era, and Victori
ans were notorious for assigning
morals to stories. In that spirit this
story has two morals. First, a mod
em community does not always re
quire incorporation papers in order

Februrary 1999

to exist, and modern Westport
proves that. A community exists
whenever the public BELIEVES it
exists. And what is the other moral
of this story? If you encounter some
pathetic little community along the
banks of a major river, don't make
fun of it. It might grow up to be an
other Kansas City!

SOURCES
Lee, Fred. The BoHle of Westport. Kan

sas City: Westport Historical Society,
1982.

Miller, Patricia Cleary. Westport/Mis
souri's Port of Many Returns. Kansas
City: The Lowell Press, 1983.

Simmons, Marc. Following the Santa Fe
Trail. Santa Fe: Ancient City Press,
1986.

Note: Books on both historic and modern
Westport have been popular and continue
to be published. If you are visiting Westport
or the metroporrtan Kansas City area, a
check with bookstores is advised.

MAPPING COMMITTEE
by Phil Petersen

(SFTA board member Petersen, La
Junta, CO, is chairman of the SFTA
mapping committee. He conducted
the mapping workshops.)

IN 1998 the SFTA board of directors
approved the expenditure offunds to
provide professional surveying expe
rience and training to the chapters
through mapping workshops. Four
areas were designated to benefit the
convenience and travel of various
chapters. During 1998 three work
shops were conducted: Council
Grove in May which included a
marking workshop, Las Vegas in
July, and Elkhart in November. To
tal attendees were 45 members rep
resenting ten chapters.

Each workshop included reading
U.S. Geological Survey Quadrangle
Maps (the basis of the mapping for
mat), reading aerial photographs,
preparing SFTA mapping forms,
GPS field locating and plotting, trail
classification, field location proce
dures, and trail location research.

One of the more important re
sources found for trail location is the
General Land Office (now Bureau of
Land Management) plats and notes
for the public land survey system.
These were the surveys creating
townships, ranges, and sections,
which is also the basis of recording
all real property in the five Trail
states. Attempts are being made to
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locate a copy of these notes and plats.
The Trail crosses more than 270
townships. Thus far microfiche cop
ies of the records of the townships
the SFT passes through in Colorado,
Oklahoma, and New Mexico have
been procured. Chapters may check
out this microfiche for a two-month
period. If your chapter has not re
ceived this information, please con
tact Phil Petersen (719) 384-8113. So
far microfiche has not been located
for Missouri or Kansas. Effort is be
ing made to locate these, including
contacting the National Archives. In
Kansas many court houses have
8mm film of these notes and plats,
which film may be obtained through
the Kansas State Historical Society
at Topeka. Many court houses have
copies of plats of the townships but
may not have the notes. The notes
are the more accurate source and of
ten include description of the Trail at
the time of the surveys, dating from
the 1850s to the 1880s.

The fourth workshop may be held
anywhere between Garden City and
Lost Springs, KS. It is up to the chap
ters in that vicinity to set a date and
organize the event. The workshop
training is paid for by SFTA and will
take a full day. Previous workshops
have been well received, with much
knowledge gained for accurately
mapping the Trail.

Handheld GPS (Global Position
ing System) units are available to
the chapters for use in their mapping
efforts. Some chapter members have
their own. SFTA received two units
from NPS on loan in late 1997. In
1998 SFTA purchased five addi
tional units. There are two units still
available for chapters. If your chap
ter is interested, contact Phil Pe
tersen. The units will be calibrated
to the chapter's UTM zone. All the
chapter mappers have to do is turn it
on a few minutes to get UTM loca
tions of the trail spots they are map
ping. Instructions will also be sent
with the unit to allow a person to do
many things with the GPS unit, such
as determine the direction and dis
tance to a previously determined
trail or site location.

In the spring of 1998 Phil Pe
tersen, on behalf of Bent's Fort
Chapter, applied for a mapping
grant for the Mountain and Cimar
ron routes within Colorado's borders.
They were awarded $26,100.00 to re-
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search and obtain low altitude aerial
photographs of the Santa Fe Trail.
Participating agencies who are shar
ing the cost of this grant are Bent's
Fort Chapter, $500; Southeast Colo
rado Enterprise Development (spon
soring organization), $5000; Na
tional Park Service Long Distance
Trails Group, $12000; and Colorado
Historic Fund, $8600.

The project includes research the
General Land Office (GLO) records
and other resources to determine the
alignment for aerial photographs to
be taken. During early spring of
1999 over 600 (9" x 9" high resolu
tion) photographs covering about a
:X-mile-wide strip will be taken along
the routes. The photos will be
marked for orientation by section,
township, range and other known
landmarks. They will be indexed and
either printed as hard copy or digit
ized on CD Rom and be distributed to
SFTA headquarters and the cost
share partners listed above. The
products will be available about Sep
tember 1999.

The photographs will be used for
future study, mapping, inventories,
and site surveys. This project will
serve as a model for similar efforts in
other states.

Work on this project so far in
cludes completion ofresearch ofGLO
documents and creation of all the
mapping forms covering Colorado.
From this GLO resource, alone, it is
revealed that the marking ofthe "ap
proximate Santa Fe Trail location"
shown on many quadrangle maps in
Colorado is in gross error, often
times a half-mile to two miles off. A
researcher has to become conscious
of the dates of certain events which
might create a change in the historic
Trail location.

A prime example on the Mountain
Route is the construction of the
Santa Fe Railway between 1871 and
1878. In many cases railroad con
struction wiped out the historic
Trail, but a later road developed to
parallel the railroad. This new road
was not the true Santa Fe Trail.
Most of the GLO notes predate the
coming of the railroad, when most of
the land was barren of settlement
and any travel activity, other than
Santa Fe Trail traffic. On the Moun
tain Route nearly every section line
field note that Grossed the Trail con
tains an accurate location of where

10

the trail was on the date of the sur
vey. Other than in a couple of iso
lated areas needing more field re
search, there is no confusion as to
where to expect to find the Trail
based upon these earliest known, de
tailed records.

While writing the book, The Ar
kansas Valley Railway - Branch Of
The Kansas Pacific Railroad (1993),
I obtained some maps of a proposed
Kansas Pacific extension from La
Junta to Trinidad, Colorado. In the
end, however, this railroad was not
built. On the maps was the location
of Hole in the Rock and three pools
which were the probable sources of
water. Due to the location of a
nearby surveyed section line, it is
still possible to determine the actual
location of these three "holes in the
rock." Incidentally, this book is still
available for $8.00 plus shipping.

Although the Kansas Pacific nev
er extended to Trinidad, the Atchi
son, Topeka and Santa Fe completed
a line over approximately the same
route to Raton Pass by 1878. Follow
ing the same procedures as in 1993
and with some help of a friend who
had contacts with the National Ar
chives, I recently came up with the
1878 as-constructed maps of all the
AT&SF Railway in Colorado. Not a
lot of detail exists on these maps, ex
cept ,between Trinidad and Raton
Pass. About two-thirds of this seg
ment is in the Maxwell Land Grant
wherein government survey infor
mation was scant. The AT&SF maps
show the new railroad and wagon
roads through the canon leading to
Raton Pass. Much of this road, un
doubtedly, is the Santa Fe Trail.
More study will be necessary, but in
light of SFTA's mapping efforts, this
is another excellent resource.

I want to express my appreciation
to all the chapter members who have
begun unified and organized map
ping efforts. Correctly mapping this
important resource will become more
!ind more important to preservation
and awareness of the Santa Fe Trail
as time goes on.

Phil Petersen
SFTA Mapping Chairman

P.O. Box 357
La Junta, CO 81050

Phone (719) 384-8113
FAX 384-8114

E-mail: boggsvil@ria.net
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GLORY DAYS ON THE
CIMARRON ROUTE
(continued from page 1)

route made its way westward to Mid
dle Spring at Point of Rocks in pres
ent Morton County, Kansas, thence
to Willow Bar just inside the present
Oklahoma Panhandle. There the wa
gons left the river, angling south
westward, and shortly came to a site
known as the Battle Ground. It took
its name from an incident in 1829
when returning freighters, escorted
by Mexican troops, fought off a war
party of Gros Ventres Indians.

Then the wagons passed Upper
Spring (by the 1850s generally called
Flag Spring), Cold Spring, Auto
graph Rock, and the site of Fort
Nichols, built and occupied briefly by
Kit Carson in 1865. The Rabbit Ears
peaks were on the horizon as they
forded at McNees Crossing and
moved toward the looming Round
Mound. Thirty miles beyond the
Mound rose New Mexico's Point of
Rocks, favored by Utes and Jicarilla
Apaches for ambushes. Finally, the
merchant trains skirted the cele
brated Wagon Mound and reached
La Junta at the junction ofthe Mora
and Sapello rivers.

Among the episodes innumerable
that took place along this memorable
stretch of trail, one that occurred
during the summer of 1847 seems es
pecially emblematic ofthe tragic side
of Trail history. At that time, the
War Department requisitioned from
the state of Missouri a new regiment
of volunteer troops to replace those
then occupying Santa Fe and whose
enlistments were about to expire.
The recruited companies marched
over the Cimarron Route, not in a
body but piecemeal so as to avoid
overtaxing whatever water and fuel
were available at the campsites. A
soldier in one of the units, young
John Goose, suffered a serious mis
hap on the Jornada. According to a
later report, after he fell asleep on
guard duty, a tarantula crawled into
his blanket and bit him.

Ordinarily a tarantula bite is not
considered dangerous, if simple
medical attention can be provided.
The troop, however, had no physi
cian and within a short time the
wound became infected. Goose devel
oped a raging fever and toward the
end was probably delirious. On the
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ninth day, he died at Point of Rocks
just above Middle Spring.

At the base of the Point, the vic
tim's comrades excavated a deep
grave to prevent wolves from digging
it up. From one of their supply wag
ons, they took the round head of a
wooden barrel to use as a marker,
and on its face wrote deeply with a
sharpened pencil: "John Goose, of
Pa., Mo. Battalion; died Aug. 2d, of
the bite of a tarantula, 9 days after
infliction of wound."

A short time afterward, another
company passed by and Private.
Philip Gooch Ferguson in his journal
mentioned seeing the "new-made
grave, which the wolves had been
scratching at." He recorded the
marker's inscription and gave the
spare details surrounding his fellow
soldier's death. But for him, the sad
tale of John Goose would be lost.2

When Trail travelers visit the Point
of Rocks north of Elkhart, Kansas,
they should stand on the precipice
and shout, "Remember John Goose!"

Those who suffered from thirst,
acute discomfort, an accident, or In
dian attack had reason to curse an
unkind fate that led them over the
Cimarron Route. William J. Hinch
ey, caught in a raging thunderstorm
at midnight on the Cimarron River
(1854), spoke of the misery he experi
enced as a torrent of rain brought
down his canvas tent, leaving him
and his companions "beyond hope.,,3

Yet, all who underwent such trials
on the Santa Fe Trail saw their recol
lection of them fade in later years,
and what remained was the sweet
memory of the glory days when the
clean prairies sparkled, the fra
grance of roasting buffalo laced the
air, oxen bellowed, and wagon
wheels made a music of their own.
Those things were sorely missed,
once they were gone forever.

One of the best ways to celebrate
the Cimarron Route and the entire
Santa Fe Trail is by making them
better understood. A principal
means of accomplishing that is
through refining our views of the
landmark events, or turning points,
studding the trail's sixty-year his
tory. A case in point concerns the cir
cumstances that prompted William
Becknell to embark for Santa Fe in
1821, a venture resulting in the de
finitive opening ofthe overland route
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to New Mexico.
Josiah Gregg, writing in 1844,

stated that Becknell and his party
started "with the original purpose of
trading with the Comanche Indians;
but having fallen in accidentally
with a party of Mexican rangers,
when near the mountains, they were
easily prevailed upon to accompany
them to the new emporium [Santa
Fe].'''' That version was long ac
cepted. Now, however, it appears
certain that, in reality, from the very
beginning Becknell intended to
make New Mexico his destination,
and that "the falling in with the
Mexican rangers" did not suddenly
change his aim and course.

That being the case, the question
arises: What led Becknell to believe
that a trip to the Southwest was now
warranted when, to date, American
traders who had preceded him were
arrested by Spanish authorities and
imprisoned? The answer usually
given is that early rumors of the suc
cess of the Mexican independence
movement encouraged Becknell to
take a chance that a change of re
gimes had actually occurred and, if
so, he would be welcomed, not ar
rested, upon reaching Santa Fe.

The trouble with that explanation
is that, while it forms a logical sur
mise, little can be found in the docu
mentary record to directly support it.
Leading writers are in the habit of
saying that Becknell's party, upon
meeting the body ofMexican soldiers
"learned that Mexico had asserted
its independence from Spain and
that U.S. traders would be we1
come.,,5 The implication is that the
intrepid American found that his
gamble had paid off.

William Becknell in his journal,
however, makes no mention of Mexi
can independence, either as a factor
causing him to launch his expedition
or as something he heard confirmed
when he arrived in New Mexico. Nei
ther does Captain Pedro Ignacio Gal·
lego, commander of the troop that
met Becknell's little band on Novem
ber 13, indicate in his campaign di·
ary that he informed them of inde
pendence. The inability of the two
sides to communicate, owing to the
language barrier, would seem to
have precluded the imparting of
such news.6

Once the American traders en·
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tered Santa Fe, Governor Facundo
Melgares might have done so, but
again there is no record that he did.
Just how current Melgares was on
events in central Mexico remains un
clear. On February 24, 1821, Gen
eral Agustin de Iturbide issued a
manifesto urging citizens to unite in
a common effort to win Mexican in
dependence. The following August
24 an emissary of King Ferdinand
VII signed the Treaty of Cordova, ac
knowledging separation from Spain.
That did not become a reality, never
theless, until September 13 with the
capitulation of the last royal troops
in Mexico City.

About the time of the Treaty of
Cordova, that is in late August, the
newly-established Mexican Empire
published two circulars announ~
free commerce with other nations.
Had Governor Melgares received
copies of those, as well as the treaty,
by November 16 when Becknell rode
into Santa Fe, he certainly would
have told the Missourians that the
old barriers to trade imposed by
Spain were now a thing of the past.
Just a few weeks rater, trapper Jacob
Fowler in southern Colorado heard
that "the Mexican province has de
clared independence of the Mother
Country and is desirous of a trade
with the people of the United
States."8 So plainly, the news had
spread far, and relatively fast.

With this background in mind, let
us return to the question of what
spurred William Becknell in the first
place to set out for Santa Fe in late
summer of 1821. Given the schedule
of events in central Mexico, it seems
highly dubious that he was influ
enced in any significant way by ru
mors of Mexican independence. The
Missouri Intelligencer, June 25,
1821, carried the first public an·
nouncement of his intention to go
trading in the West. His specific des
tination was deliberately left vague.
Obviously, Becknell must have been
formulating his plans for some time
prior to June 25.

The newspaper notice was pub
lished exactly two months in ad
vance of the Treaty of Cordova,
which means Becknell was well
along in his preparations before the
consummation of independence. Of
course, he could have been influ
enced by General Iturbide's mani
festo (called the Plan of Iguala)
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promulgated back in February. But
that document merely urged Mexi
cans to join in the overthrow of the
Spanish regime. Such calls had been
fairly common since launching of the
independence movement back in
1810. Word of the Plan could easily
have reached the Missouri border in
time to figure in Becknell's thinking,
but yet it appears insufficient to
have launched him on his history
making crossing of the prairies. For
that we must look elsewhere.

Strange to say, it was an event in
Spain, rather than anything out of
Mexico, that very likely furnished
the spark igniting William Becknell.
In early 1820, a successful military
coup by Spanish officers forced
Ferdinand VII to renounce his abso
lute powers and accept a liberal con
stitutional monarchy. In the atmos
phere of reform that followed, the
king gave a general order for the re
lease ofAmerican prisoners then be
ing held in Mexico. On the northern
frontier that included William
Meeks, seized with the explorer Ze
bulon Pike back in 1807, and mem
bers of the James Baird-Robert
McKnight trading party of St. Louis,
arrested upon entering New Mexico
in 1812, and subsequently impris
oned in Chihuahua.

Upon being freed by the king's de
cree, most of the Americans strag
gled back to Missouri, at least some
by way of Fort Smith. Evidently,
they reported that since foreigners
were no longer subject to arrest, it
was now safe to engage in trade with
the Spanish territories. We can
doubt that the Spanish king had
meant his decree to be interpreted
that broadly, but the commercial
minded Yankees saw an opening and
leaped to take advantage of it. In
deed, Robert McKnight had re
mained in Mexico, his former com
panions said, to engage in merchan
dising. These details were published
in the St. Louis Enquirer and given
wide currency along the American
frontier.9

It was this news, and not stray ru
mors of Mexican independence, that
rekindled interest in Santa Fe as a
trade destination. One of the first to
respond was merchant Thomas
James who left for New Mexico on
May 10 with ten men, among them
John McKnight hoping to find his
brother, Robert. That expedition, go-
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ing by way of the lower Arkansas
and North Fork of the Canadian riv
ers, suffered a short captivity among
the Comanches and loss of most ofits
goods. It staggered into Santa Fe on
December 1, two weeks after Beck
nell.

The Hugh Glenn-Jacob Fowler
party of twenty trappers and traders
that departed Fort Smith on Septem
ber 21, 1821, for the Colorado
Rockies was also reported to have
been encouraged by tidings of the
Spanish decree. That prompted
Glenn and three others to break off
and visit Santa FE: where they were
pleased to learn oflndependence and
the new free-trade policy.

William Becknell commenced his
own journey toward New Mexico on
September 1, between the depar
tures of James and Glenn-Fowler.
Inasmuch as his planning had begun
months before, too early to know of
the Treaty of Cordova, there exists a
high probability that, like the other
expeditions of that year, his decision
to strike out for Santa Fe was made
when he heard of the Spanish royal
decree favorable to Americans.

The importance of the return from
imprisonment of the Baird-Mc
Knight party, bringing word of
Spain's relaxed policy toward for
eigners, in so far as it contributed to
opening of the Santa Fe Trail, has
not been fully appreciated by schol
ars. 10 As more studies are done, the
origins ofWilliam Becknell's motives
should become clearer.
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FORT LEARNED
-TEACHERS' TRADING POST

Karla French, Editor
Janice Klein, the 1997 recipient of

the SFTA Educator Award, taught
ten years at the Dane Hansen
Memorial Education Center at
Methodist Youthville of Dodge City,
grades 5-12 in the areas of language
arts and social studies. She taught a
9-week course on the Santa Fe Trail
as part of a semester of Western
history. Because ofthe wide age span
and academic levels of her students,
she included a wide variety of
activities in the course.

Her objectives were:
• To gain an understanding of the

Santa Fe Trail's importance to
the settling ofthe western states.

• To gain an understanding of the
importance ofcommerce and bus
inesses which developed along
the Trail and their effect across
the nation.

• To identify important dates and
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facts about the Santa Fe Trail.
o To identify well-known land

marks on the Santa Fe Trail.
o To gain an understanding of the

experience of traveling the Trail
through the eyes and words of
the travelers.

Her curriculum and material in
cluded Dave Webb's activity book,
Adventures with the Santa Fe Trail,
which was used as a basic text for
student information. Each section
was supplemented with a variety of
activities from other sources. Some
of these activities included making a
map of the Trail on poster board,
matching landmarks with photo
graphs of the sites and written de
scriptions of Trail travelers, writing
diary entries as if traveling over a
certain section of the Trail, prepar
ing a shopping list of supplies to buy
at Council Grove, showing and tell
ing about trade items which are not
well-known today, selecting a job on
the Trail and writing about the job
requirements and benefits, and de
veloping a sales advertisement to
convince travelers to use either oxen
or mules. The latest addition to the
class was to experience the music of
the Santa Fe Trail with Mark
Gardner's tape, Songs of the Santa
Fe Trail and the Far West.

The students read or listened to
many journals, diaries, and stories of
the Santa Fe Trail. These included
George Sibley, Milt Bryan, Susan
Shelby Magoffin, Jim Gibson, Lt.
William B. Royall, Marian Sloan
Russell, James Fugate, David Kel
logg, Robert Wright, Capt. Henry
Booth, Lt. Hollowell, and Capt.
Charles Christy. In addition, the stu
dents met a Buffalo Soldier from
Fort Larned and George Bent
through first-person interpretations.

Field trips were taken to Fort
Larned, Fort Dodge, the sites of
Forts Mann and Atkinson, the
Caches, Point of Rocks, Saw Log
Creek Crossing, the Black Pool,
campsite of George Sibley, and
wagon tracks or ruts.

Students interested in creative
arts had the opportunity to make a
variety of items in their crafts class
which are related to the Trail, such
as woodburning a landmark or other
scene along the Trail, leather work
ing a belt, name plate, or coasters
with information or pictures of the
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Trail, drawing in pastels, pencils, or
charcoal a landmark along the Trail,
making a model of a fort along the
Trail.

Ms. Klein has since moved her
teaching assignment to the Dodge
City Middle School where she has
had the opportunity this fall to share
her expertise with her fellow teach
ers. Teachers in the middle school
team teach with an integrated cur
riculum, no easy feat at the middle
school level. There Janice assisted
other teachers on her team by shar
ing her experiences in teaching
about the Trail and helping them de
velop lesson plans for a 2-week unit
on the Santa Fe Trail in all areas of
the curriculum.

The unit was taught after the
Rendezvous last September, and the
PE classes were instructed in the
rules of 1860s baseball, by which
they played the game. Janice as
sisted the reading teacher collect the
diaries and materials available on
the women on the Trail. She shared
math activities out of Dave Webb's
Adventures With the Santa Fe Trail,
with students working with the costs
of items, weights of the loads, and
distances traveled. English classes
wrote about what their experiences
might have been on the Trail, mak
ing their own journal entries. His
tory classes studied the chronology
and general facts about the Trail.
Science classes studied the ecosys
tems of the prairie and their rela
tionship to each other.

An all-day field trip to Fort Lar
ned culminated the study unit. Stu
dents met volunteers who presented
life at the fort in the 1860s. They
were drilled by a sergeant, in
structed in the firing of a gun,
climbed down in the lower level of
the blockhouse, and met Ms. Klein as
teacher in the post school located in
the commissary building. They also
toured the officers' quarters. In all,
nine different living-history topics
were presented. Teachers in the
Middle School were so receptive that
another team of teachers may wish
to participate next year.

The model could well be adapted
to any segment of the Trail, with ad
justments for personalities, land
marks, and events. It could also be
adapted for several grade levels as
Ms. Klein has done. Thank you for
sharing, Janice.

Wagon Tracks

All our jobs as educators would be
more fun and easier if we could just
take the time to share ideas and
sources. It has occurred to me that
we could share sources for personal
ity reenactors who would be avail
able for presentations to schools and
community events. Most of us per
sonally know ofa few, but it would be
nice if educators knew of these peo
ple. First-person presentations help
flesh out the facts in a way nothing
else can.

A few years ago I sewed an 1870s
costume for my daughter to imper
sonate a very distant cousin who
traveled the Trail, Mary (Mamie)
Bernard Aquirre. If nothing else,
young people at the family reunion
were fascinated with the costume.

Let me hear from you. Who out
there do you know that could present
a character from the past on the
Santa Fe Trail?

POST OFFICE OAK
-lmER5-

Editor:
My life has been tied to the SFT in

a very unusual way. My parents,
Wayne and Ada Vinson, lived the
first 2YJ years of their married life on
what they called the McFall place
which was the WestYJ Section 19, R
22 south, T 17 west of 6th P.M. In
early February 1916, they bought
Mr. McFall's growing crop of wheat
for $5.00 an acre. The land was
rented from William Eikmeier. It is
now the Fort Larned NHS detached
site, with the prominent ruts.

They bought their first farm from
William A. Barger and his wife
Emma on August 30, 1918. It was
the SE~ Section 14, R 22 south, T 18
west of 6th P.M. I was born on this
farm on October 14, 1923. The Santa
Fe Trail (Dry Route) went from the
NE corner to the SW corner of this
quarter. It contains the Eikmeier
marker on the Dry Route. My family
sold this quarter to Lee and Esther
Eikmeier during the summer of
1928.

On August 1, 1924, when I was
less than ten months of age, my par
ents moved to the Vinson home place
which was the SE~ Section 22, R 22
South, T 18 west of 6 P.M. The Dry
Route of the SFT went from the NE
corner to the SW corner of this quar
ter. All during my childhood the ruts
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T. Lindsay Baker, The Texas Red
River Country: The Official Surveys
ofthe Headwaters, 1876. College Sta
tion: Texas A & M Press, 1998. Pp.
xxii + 234. Maps, illustrations, notes,
tables, index. Cloth, $29.95.

Baker has gathered and published
together for the first time Ernest H.
Ruffner's Official Report, Adolph
Hunnius's diary, sketches, and maps
(17 previously unpublished sheets),
and Charles McCauley's ornithologi-

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES
Patricia A. Etter, To California on
the Southern Route, 1849: A History
and Annotated Bibliography. Spo
kane: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1998. Pp.
178. Maps, illustrations, appendix,
glossary, index. Cloth $37.50. Lim
ited to 750 copies.

This is an important reference vol
ume for those interested in Santa Fe
Trail studies. It lists and evaluates
all known sources on the southern
trails used by goldseekers in the sin
gle year of 1849. There are 23 travel
ers' accounts for the Fort Smith
Santa Fe Trail and 20 more for the
Santa Fe Trail proper. A number of
these are still in manuscript and are
scattered around the country in vari
ous archives.

The introductory material as well
as the lengthy annotations furnish
some vivid firsthand quotations. For
example, overlander David Jordan,
after attending a fandango at San
Miguel on the Pecos River, quipped
in his diary: "The way the native
population waltzes is a caution to
cripples." .

Of the book's 22 illustrations,
some are published for the first time.
Several relate directly to the Santa
Fe Trail. Note especially the pencil
drawing of a Comanche man with his
braid reaching to the ground, from
the Yale library. Spaniards some
time mentioned that hair style, but
this may be the only image actually
showing it. All libraries on the SFT
should have this book.

-Marc Simmons

were very visible. During the Dust
Bowl years the individual tracks
were partially filled with dirt.

I have an aerial photograph taken
by the Department of Agriculture af
ter 1970 in which the Trail is still
visible. I lived on this place until
1947 when I left to finish college.
This quarter section was a timber
claim of Lieutenant John Adams
Payne who was in charge of caring
for abandoned Fort Larned until it
was sold, but that is another inter
esting story.

In my fantasies I have been every
thing from a raiding Indian to a U.S.
cavalry officer or a bullwhacker or a
wagonmaster. We were limited only
by our imagination. What a great
and wonderful place to be as a child
growing up.

As a chapter member ofthe SFTA,
the fantasies linger on. On my next
trip over the Trail, I have hired on as
a blacksmith for the caravan's larg
est shipper. Today I'm double check
ing all my equipment and supplies
since we are leaving early morning
the day after tomorrow.

Harry W. Vinson
2845 S University Blvd

Denver CO 80210
Editor:

I really enjoy Wagon Tracks. The
articles and information continue to
enhance our appreciation ofthe SFT.
Thanks for the great job you do as
editor.

Richard W. Poole
Oklahoma State University

815 S Shummard Dr
Stillwater OK 74074

Your check is in the mail. Thank
you.

Editor

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-

"Once the wholesale wiring of
America is complete, once the world
goes fully on-line, there will be no
more history of the old kind. History
as we all studied it in school, with its
slow conventions ofnarrative, will be
overwhelmed." - Sven Birkerts

Marc Simmons
POBox 51

Cerrillos NM 87010
• • • •

I note you are selling Fort Union
Superintendent Harry Myer's coin.

The true history is that I suggested
to Harry that a reproduction of an
eight real piece might sell well, and
gave him a real one. He had sent it to
Southwest Parks and Monuments
when he found one at the site of the
first Fort Union-something I con
sider a bit of a miracle considering
how many times not only he but a
zillion other folks had walked over
that ground. He called me, some
what embarrassed, to ask if I would
mind if he reproduced the one he
found, and I, ofcourse, said I thought
it was a wonderful idea.

You may wish to consider chang
ing the listing to "Mexican eight
real," "eight reales," or "8 reales" in
stead of "Mexican Reale," which is
just plain wrong.

In English, I use the term eight
real piece because it is one piece, al
beit worth eight reals. The people
who deal in Mexican coins do not
agree with me and the more authori
tative ones use the term "8 reales."
They don't spell out the eight, they
use the numeral. Whether this is
habit, or custom, or because they are
really thinking "ocho reales," I don't
know. One of them calls the coin
"real de a ocho" or "piece of eight"
(singular, like I like), but he was
writing in 1939.

As an aside, I'm sure you know
that the coin used to be cut up into
eight "bits" when small coins were
scarce, and two of them made a
"quarter" of an eight real piece,
which is the origin ofour term "quar
ter," for 25 cents, and of our term
"two-bits." The whole coin was in
this country often referred to as a
"Spanish milled dollar" or Mexican
dollar, and was legal tender in the
U.S. until 1857.

One thing is sure, you are not go
ing to get advice from many other
people on this matter!

E. Donald Kaye
Sky House

1021 Stagecoach Road
Santa Fe NM 87501

You are the only one so far! Your
recommendation is well taken; see
new listing in Last Chance Store fly
er. Thank you.

Original Mexican silver eight real
pieces are available for purchase
from a firm called Secret Deals for
$39.95 each, (800) 638-8869.

Editor

• • • •
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TOLL BRIDGES ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by David K. Clapsaddle

cal notes, ably annotated by Kenneth
Seyffert, past-president of the Texas
Audubon Society, which document
the topographic and scientific survey
of this region of the southern plains.
This is volume thirteen of the Envi
ronmental History series.

The expedition began at Fort Elli
ott, TX, where a military escort com
manded by Lieutenant Frank Bald
win and a civilian scout and former
commercial buffalo hunter, William
Dixon, joined the expedition. The
six-week survey ran westward to
Palo Duro Canyon and looped south,
east, and north to reconnect with the
route already surveyed. Hunnius
provided extensive details, often
spiced with a fine sense of humor.

The book does not deal directly
with the Santa Fe Trail, but there
are connections (the Fort Smith
route crossed the region). This
buffalo-rich area of the Texas Pan
handle, the Staked Plains or Llano
Estacado, had been the home of the
Comanches, the destination of many
Mexican traders or Comancheros.
Hunnius noted the diminished buf
falo herds, buffalo hunters' camps,
and the stench ofbuffalo slaughtered
merely for their hides.

Hunnius had traveled over the
Santa Fe Trail in 1867, when he kept
an unpublished diary and sketched a
number ofsites, including Forts Har
ker, Zarah, and Larned. He knew of
the German family massacre in 1874
(Lieutenant Baldwin had rescued
two of the German sisters).

McCauley had recently traveled
the length of New Mexico and
included some of his observations of
bird life there, for example in his
description of the Western Meadow
lark he noted, reflecting Anglo pre
judices toward the "lazy" New Mex
icans, that "In New Mexico, they
[Meadowlarks] prefer the low adobe
wall surrounding every house . . .
and perch there to send forth those
peculiarly exuberant songs, which
are for the benefit of early risers
alone, and with which, we may
readily believe, the natives are
unacquainted"(p.I77). These engag
ing documents allow readers to "join"
a nineteenth-century scientific sur
vey and see what this area was like
before the introduction of domestic
cattle and cultivars.

-Bonita M. Oliva
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(SFTA Ambassador David Clapsad
dle, Larned, KS, is a frequent con
tributor to WT. He is program direc
tor of the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter
and has provided leadership in the
extensive Trail marking done by that
chapter. This article considers toll
bridges. Bridges erected by the army
are 1Wt considered here.)
DEPARTING Franklin, Missouri,
on September 1, 1821, William Beck
nell set out for the Southwest with
four companions, a string of pack
horses, and $300 worth of trade
goods. He had made public his osten
sible purposes: trade with Indians,
trap furs, and capture wild horses.
Despite those public statements, it is
now clear that Becknell headed di
rectly to Hispanic settlements in
New Mexico. Arriving there in No
vember 1821, Becknell's party dis
posed of their trade goods in Santa
Fe at a significant profit. Such gain
compelled Becknell to organize a sec
ond trip to Santa Fe in the following
year, with 21 men, three wagons,
and $3,000 worth of merchandise.
The prospects for vast profits also
prompted the Coopers, McKnights,
Marmadukes, and hundreds of oth
ers who followed in his wake. They
were all in search of the proverbial
pot of gold, not at the end of the rain
bow but at the end of a nine
hundred-mile march to Santa Fe.

Make no mistake about it. The
mission was money, and those who
got there the quickest with the most
were bound for the lion's share. Effi
ciency became the name of the game.
Early in the trade with Santa Fe,
pack trains with their limited cargo
were superseded by wagons, ordi
nary farm wagons at first but later
with the huge Pitt wagons which car
ried 4,000 to 5,000 pounds of mer
chandise. Likewise, the horse was
replaced by the sturdy mule which
subsequently was supplemented by
the ox as the primary draft animal.
Oxen could be purchased for one
third the price and outfitted at one
fourth the cost of mules. Moreover,
the ox's highly-tuned digestive sys
tem could convey the sparse forage of
the plains to protein-laden nutrients
without the benefit of grain required
by mules.

Wagon Tracks

The road to Santa Fe had been ex
peditiously charted to avoid all but
some thirty miles of mountainous
travel, much of the distance being
over even prairie and plains. One
major obstacle was the streams,
many of them insignificant little
tributaries; but others were raging
rivers during flood stage. And in the
drier times, their channel floors,
filled with silt and shifting sand, pro
vided less than desirable fords. One
of the most costly factors was time.
Then as now, time was money; and
an inordinate amount of time could
be consumed at a crossing for several
reasons.

First, a crossing could be a bottle
neck where wagons would be backed
up for days waiting for an opportu
nity to cross. On June 11, 1859, the
Leavenworth Herald reported: "Cow
Creek [present Rice County, Kansas]
is a very bad stream to ford. So great
is the travel on this road that wagons
are often detained from one to two
days [waiting] on others who were in
advance of them."

Second, floodwaters could remain
at such depths that streams could be
impassable for weeks. Such was the
case in 1844 when William Bent's
caravan was stranded at Pawnee
Fork for a full month. After finally
fording that river on May 21, Bent
pushed eastward to Walnut Creek
where he waited another month for
the water to subside.'

Third, the time spent in crossing a
swollen stream was ofno little conse
quence.JamesJosiah Webb reported
in 1844: "The crossing of the Arkan
sas was looked forward to with much
solicitude, as at best it was attended
with a good deal of risk and labor.
The stream is about a third to half a
mile wide, with a rapid current and
quicksand bottom - the channel
shifting from day to day, forming
holes and bars, making necessary
much crooking and turning in the
stream to avoid miring down so the
water would not reach the bottoms of
the wagons and wet the goods. I have
two or three times had to raise the
load by placing timbers on the bol
sters as high as we dare and avoid
the risk of the shaking off or turning
over the loads. Uncle Nick, who had
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made many trips before this, said
that on one or two occasions he found
the water so high that they could
find no place to ford, and had se
lected a wagon body best fitted for
the purpose, caulked it as well as
they could, and (stretching raw buf
falo skins on the outside) made a
boat or scow to ferry over. This is no
small job to ferry across such a
stream seventy-five to one hundred
tons of freight, delaying a train
sometimes a week or ten days, and
under an expense ofeighty dollars to
one hundred dollars a day."2

Fourth, following a difficult cross
ing, the oxen were so exhausted that
on the following day the animals
would have to be rested before the
expedition could continue. Addi
tional time was also required to lu
bricate the axles and repair damage
done to the wagons. Such was the ob
servation of Webb subsequent to the
1844 crossing of the Arkansas. He
recalled, "The next day was spent in
greasing up, making refairs, cook
ing, and resting teams."

Fifth, where a quagmire was the
culprit, not high water, a huge
amount of effort was expended in
preparing the stream bed for cross
ing. The banks were cut away to al
low the wagons a safer entrance to
and egress from the stream bed.
Brush and grass were hauled in vo
luminous amounts to pack the mud
and sand-filled river channels, and
men would enter the water to lend
their muscle to that of the animals.
Josiah Gregg described such cross
ings at the Little Arkansas in 1831.

"Early the next day we reached
the Little Arkansas, which, although
endowed with an imposing name, is
only a small creek with a current but
five or six yards wide. But, though
small, it steep banks and miry bed
annoyed us exceedingly in crossing.
It is the practice upon the prairies on
all such occasions for several men to
go in advance with axes, spades, and
mattocks and by digging the banks
and erecting temporary bridges to
have all in readiness by the time the
wagons arrive. A bridge over a quag
mire is made in a few minutes by
cross-laying it with brush (willows
are best, but even long grass is often
employed as a substitute) and cover
ing it with earth-across which a
hundred wagons will often pass in
safety.,,4
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Travelers on the Santa Fe Trail
had little difficulty in fording most
streams which bisected the road in
Missouri. There was a ferry across
Tabo Creek a few miles east of Lex
ington. The Big Blue River was
sometimes difficult, and the famous
Red Bridge was erected there in
1859. Most streams southwest of the
Arkansas River all the way to Santa
Fe presented few problems, except
during a brief flood. The streams
which presented the most problems
were located in that portion ofIndian
Territory which is now Kansas
where white settlement was prohib
ited by the Indian Intercourse and
Trade Act of 1834. Consequently,
only one toll bridge was in operation
on the Santa Fe Trail prior to the
Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 which
opened the territory to white settle
ment.

That bridge was situated near
present Burlingame on a stream
originally named Bridge Creek. As
early as the 1825-1827 survey of the
Santa Fe Trail, Joseph Brown ad
vised, "The bed of the creek is muddy
and must ofnecessity be bridged." By
1846 the stream was known as
Switzler's Creek, so called for John
Switzler who built a bridge at that
point.5 Switzler was able to circum
vent the prohibition of white settle
ment by marrying an Indian woman
and thus becoming a member of her
tribe, not an uncommon practice in
those days. The toll bridge was later
operated by 1. B. Titus. According to
James Mead, who visited Burlin
game in 1859, Titus took in a toll of
$20·$30 a day.6

With the 1854 opening of Kansas
Territory for settlement, six other
toll bridges were established in Kan
sas along the Santa Fe Trail. Geo
graphically, east to west, the first of
these bridges was built in 1854 at
110 Mile Creek, a few miles west of
present Overbrook, by Fry P. McGee.
McGee, one of the original members
of the Town of Kanzas (later Kansas
City) Town Company, arrived at 110
Mile Creek in August 1854. While
the Kansas-Nebraska Act was sign
ed into law on May 30 of that year,
the territory was not opened for set
tlement until months later. Regard
less, McGee promptly opened a store
and began to sell provisions to trav
elers on the Santa Fe Trail and to
other emigrants who, like McGee,
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were squatting on Kansas land.
Other ventures included a saloon
and a toll bridge. Marc Simmons re
ported that the toll was 25 cents per
wagon.7

Approximately 28 miles to the
southwest, near the present town of
Allen, Charles Withington arrived
with his family at 142 Mile Creek in
June of 1854. Like McGee, Withing
ton illegally settled in the territory
before it was opened to white habita
tion. He had been long associated
with the Sac & Fox tribes in Iowa as
a government blacksmith before
coming west with the tribe to present
Franklin County, Kansas, in 1846,
where he continued to serve the
tribes as blacksmith, gunsmith, and
interpreter. In 1851 Withington
moved to Council Grove where he
gained employment with the Waldo
Hall Mail Company.

When he moved to 142 Mile Creek
in 1854 he operated a store, saloon,
mail station, blacksmith shop, and
toll bridge. Traffic on the bridge was
immense. Withington reported for
the period ofMay 21 to November 25,
1865: 4,472 wagons, 5,197 men,
1,267 horses, 6,452 mules, 32,281
oxen, 112 carriages, and 13,056 tons
of freight.8

Twenty miles farther southwest
was Council Grove in present Morris
County, the little town which had its
origins in the single log building con·
structed on the west bank of the
Neosho River by Seth M. Hays in
1847. Quickly, the little community
grew with the addition of a mail sta
tion, the Kaw Mission, and numer
ous other businesses. By the time of
the Kansas-Nebraska Act, Council
Grove had illegally developed into a
fair sized community within the
boundaries of the Kaw Reserve. The
crossing of the Neosho had a firm
rock bottom; but by 1860, a toll
bridge was erected of sturdy oak tim
bers cut from the groves ofhardwood
which populated the Neosho River
valley. S. M. Hays and Company re
ported westward traffic on the bridge
for the period of April 24 to October
1, 1860, as follows: men, 3,519; wag
ons 2,667; horses, 478; mules, 5,819;
working cattle, 22,738; carriages
550; tons of freight, 13,422.9

Southwest of Council Grove no
stream was bridged until the Trail
reached the Little Arkansas River,
91 miles distant in present Rice
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County. In February 1858 the Kan
sas Territorial Legislature granted
E. F. Gregory and Associates a char
ter to build a bridge across "the Little
Arkansas River where the Santa Fe
Road crosses the same."

Evidently Gregory abandoned the
project as the legislature, in Febru
ary of the following year, passed an
act authorizing William T. William
son and others to build a bridge at
the same location. The legislature
set the toll rates as follows: wagon or
vehicle, 50 cents; each large animal,
10 cents; each small animal and per
son, 5 cents; man and horse, 10
cents. Apparently Williamson and
Company also gave up the project. 10

Gold-seeker Charles Post confided
to his diary on May 20, 1859, "The
bridge built last season by Gains and
Wheeler, owners of it and the ranch,
twenty-five cents toll and ten gallons
of water or 25 cents for the gallons of
water and use of the ferry.,,11 The
further identity of Gains remains
moot; but Wheeler was William
Wheeler who, in 1861, advertised his
enterprise in the Council Grove
Press.

LmLE ARKANSAS RANCHE
The Traveling Public are respectfully

informed. that the undersigned is lo
cated on the Little Arkansas, where the
great Santa Fe Road crosses the same.
I keep always on hand.
PROVISIONS, GROCERIES A ND LIQUOR

AIso are prepared to accommo
date travelers. Ihave several large cor
rals for penning stock. AIso, have built a
strong and substantial bridge across
the Little Arkansas for the accommo
dation of the traveling public.

W. D. Wheeler.12

Twenty-one miles southwest was
Cow Creek Crossing, four miles west
of present Lyons. There, in 1858, Dr.
Ashael Beach established a trading
ranch following a brief association
with the Gregory venture at the Lit
tle Arkansas. Soon after, Beach's son
Abijah, recently graduated from an
Ohio medical college, joined his fa
ther. The Beaches received a charter
to build a bridge at the difficult
crossing, but before they could com
plete construction, another bridge
was built nearby by William Ed
wards and Associates in the autumn
of 1859.

The Beach bridge was not finished
within the time allowed, but the
1860 legislature granted a one-year
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extension, and the work was com
pleted by March 1860. The toll was
set as follows: wagons, 30 cents;
every animal attached thereto, 10
cents; pleasure carriages, 15 cents;
every animal attached thereto, 10
cents; loose stock, hogs-sheep-goats,
1 cent; every person on foot, 5 cents.
The elder Dr. Beach never lived to
collect a toll. He died in February
1860.

Perplexed by Edwards's intru
sion, the younger Dr. Beach wrote
Council Grove attorneys seeking to
sue for an injunction on the Ed
wards's bridge which was built
within the geographical limits of the
charter issued to the Beaches. Evi
dently Beach's threat was success
ful. In short order, he bought Ed
wards bridge for $50. However, Ed
wards returned to build another
bridge in the spring of 1861, charg
ing only 10 cents per wagon. In June
Beach took matters into his own
hands. Leading a group ofemployees
to the Edwards's enterprise, he or
dered the bridge dismantled and re
moved. Thus ended the problems
with Edwards which had persisted
over a two-year period.'3 Beach's
bridge and trading ranch were later
owned and operated by William
"Buffalo Bill" Mathewson.

Twenty-three miles beyond Cow
Creek was Walnut Creek, located
two miles east of Great Bend in pres
ent Barton County. Long a well used
campsite on the Santa Fe Trail, this
crossing was the site of a trading
ranch established in 1855 by Wil
liam Allison and Francis Boothe.
Following the death of Allison by
heart failure and the murder of
Francis Boothe, the ranch was oper
ated by George Peacock, who was
killed by Kiowa ChiefSatank in Sep
tember 1860. Peacock's successor
was Charles Rath, a former associate
of William Bent, married to Making
Out Road, reportedly the most hand
some woman of all the Southern
Cheyennes and former wife of Kit
Carson.

In January 1863 Rath and a num
ber of partners formed the Walnut
Creek Bridge Company for "the pur
pose of building a toll bridge over
Walnut Creek, in Peketon County,
State of Kansas where the Great
Santa Fe Road crosses said stream."
This company was granted the first
papers of incorporation in the State
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of Kansas. 14 The creek, typical of
tributaries to the Arkansas, was
about forty feet wide at the point
where the bridge was built. But due
to the rampaging floods that charac
terized each spring, the bridge
spanned a distance of some 300
feet. 15

In 1867 Rath was ordered off the
Fort Zarah military reservation
which by that time had encompassed
his holdings. The army charged that
he was responsible for providing the
Indians with both weapons and
whiskey. The charges were without
substance, but the matter was aca
demic so far as the bridge was con
cerned.

By 1866 the Union Pacific Rail
way, Eastern Division, arrived at
Junction City, 120 miles to the
northeast. Immediately, the little
city near Fort Riley became the rail
head for the Union Pacific, the offi
cial depot of the U.S. Postal Service,
and the eastern terminus of the
Santa Fe Road. Freight, passengers,
and mail, which previously had been
dispatched from the Kansas City
area through Council Grove were
shipped by rail to Junction City and
thence over the Fort Riley-Fort
Larned Road to strike the estab
lished route of the Santa Fe Trail at
Walnut Creek, the site of Rath's
bridge. Thus, overland traffic on the
Santa Fe Trail east of Walnut Creek
ceased and the bridges at 110 Mile
Creek, 142 Mile Creek, Switzler's
Creek, Council Grove, Little Arkan
sas River, and Cow Creek lost the
majority of their revenues. Reduced
to serving local traffic, they fell into
disuse and were soon abandoned. 16

In 1867 the railroad built farther
west, to Ellsworth and then Hays
City, which became the terminus of
Trail traffic. This made the Walnut
Creek bridge obsolete too.

In 1868 another toll bridge was
constructed on the Trail, at the Dry
Route crossing of Pawnee Fork just
east of the Fort Larned military res
ervation, by A. H. Boyd. By that
time, however, the westward expan
sion of the railroad had eliminated
overland traffic on the Santa Fe
Trail in the Fort Larned area. Boyd's
bridge was destroyed by a flood in
1869.17

Between 1854 and 1866 freight
wagons by the thousands, to say
nothing of the military movements
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RAILROADS AND THE SANTA FE TRAIL:
A TRANSITION IN TECHNOLOGY

by Frederick S. Friedman

and stagecoaches, made great use of
these toll bridges. No physical evi
dence of the structures remains, but
their legacy is lasting. Perhaps no
other technology contributed so
much to the efficiency of the Santa
Fe trade in such a brieftenure as did
these seven bridges.
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(Friedman is Chief, Railroad Bu
reau, New Mexico Transportation
Department, Santa Fe. He presented
a program on this topic to the Cora
zon de los Caminos Chapter on No
vember 15,1998. As has been pointed
out in other articles in WT, the rail
roads were part of the evolution of
transportation in the West, replacing
the old overland trails.)

IF, on a sheet of graph paper, one
could plot the course of railroad de
velopment in the West and that of
the Santa Fe Trail's decline in usage,
a case could be made for the inter
secting of those lines atop Raton
Pass on a December evening in 1877
at Dick Wootton's ranch. When that
gentlemen's agreement was made
between Santa Fe Railway represen
tative W. R. (Ray) Morley and "Uncle
Dick" Wootton, for the Santa Fe Rail
road to utilize the toll road align
ment over the pass, not only did one
phase ofhistory yield to another, but
so too did one form of transportation
technology step aside for the steam
locomotive.

Trail·to-railroad transition was
gradual, based on broad support for
the rail industry nationally, as well
as within the growing states and ter
ritories of the West. That support
was contrasted by the technologi
cally stagnant and inefficient wagon
transport. A related factor was en
hanced national interest in trade
west of the Mississippi River. Rail
growth and Trail decline, in a real
sense, culminated on Raton Pass,
with the construction of the railroad
directly over portions of the Santa Fe
Trail. There is curious irony in the
fact that Dick Wootton's major engi
neering improvement to the Santa
Fe Trail became its own catalyst for
demise in New Mexico, as the rail
road quickly replaced the wagon as
the dominant means of freight trans
port.

One highly successful wagon
freighter, Don Miguel Otero, moved
the headquarters of his business
west eleven times in seven years, as
a result of increased railroad con
struction. Otero's last location for
freight operations on the Santa Fe
Trail was at Las Vegas, New Mexico
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Territory, only 65 miles from the
Trail's end in Santa Fe. The end of
the Trail was becoming a reality in
both the physical and the chronologi
cal sense.

Why the railroad flourished and
the Trail declined form the basis of
this article. There are many issues
involved. Two major factors weighed
heavily on the side ofrailroad expan
sion. First, the rail industry was
enormously subsidized by state, ter
ritorial, and federal governments,
and secondly, the rail system was
much more efficient, technically and
economically, than the animal
powered wagon system. The Santa
Fe Trail's days were numbered in the
1870s and railroads were "layin'
track."

From its beginnings in 1821,
when Mexico won its independence
from Spain and William Becknell led
a party of Missouri traders to Santa
Fe, the Trail helped change the con
tinent. Historians report that Beck
nell was able to realize a tremendous
profit from traded materials as a re
sult of his overland journey. Others
followed and the trade enhanced the
economy at each end of the Trail.

Several events helped sustain the
Trail. In 1825 Senator Thomas Hart
Benton secured passage of a bill to
survey a road from Missouri to New
Mexico. Resultant maps and survey
notes were never published by the
government. Federal aid in the form
of military protection for the Trail
was more significant. But at no time
did Congress give the kind ofsupport
to the Trail that it gave to the rail
roads building west. The Trail had
relatively few physical innovations
that might have served to expand its
usefulness, from inception through
out the 60 productive years that fol
lowed. A few bridges were helpful,
and Dick Wootton's toll road over Ra
ton Pass was a significant addition.

As Trail use increased, it became
increasingly expensive to ship mer
chandise over the route. Freight
rates rose to .321lb in the 1870s, and
large items were difficult to trans
port and took up valuable wagon
space. Prior to the U.S. acquisition of
New Mexico during the Mexican
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War, there were tariff duties too. As
early as 1839 the Mexican import
duty was raised to $500 per wagon.
Accordingly, shrewd fteighters be
gan using larger wagons, often re
packing them before reaching Mexi
can territory at San Miguel del Vado,
in order to reduce the total number
of wagons coming into the region as
well as the inescapable import tax.

There were a series of attempts to
increase the efficiency of wagon
freight transport among western
trail routes, principally by increas
ing the size of the vehicles. Larger
wagons were heavier but required
more mule or ox power. Notable is
the following information provided
by Harry C. Myers, Superintendent
of Fort Union National Monument:

WAGON VOLUMES
Wagon Type: Capacity:
Army Freight Wagon:

10x3.6x2= 113CuFt
Studebaker Wagon:

13 x 4 x 3.6 = 190 Cu Ft
Murphy Wagon:

16 x 6 x 3.6 = 345 Cu Ft
While wagon size was an impor

tant factor associated with economic
freight haulage, the railroad indus
try offered considerable advantage.
For example, an average 1880 rail
way box car, measuring 40 x 6 x 7, to
taled 1,680 cubic feet, resulting in
more carrying capacity than four
wagons. Railroad trains of that peri
od were commonly at least eight cars
in length. As locomotive technology
grew, so did the size, length, and
weight of railroad trains.

In addition to wagon size, there
were some efforts at technological
improvements associated with the
Trail. For example, in 1847 the
"wind wagon" was developed and
promoted, but did not become suc
cessful. It actually had a sail, but
was difficult to manage on any but
level and firm terrain and, when the
wind stopped, the "vessel" required
mule power. That being the case,
many skeptics wondered, why bother
with the sail in the first place.

Mule and ox breeders flourished,
as did wagon manufacturing and
makers of nearly everything else
teamsters needed. One of the largest
freighting companies utilizing the
Trail was Russell, Majors and Wad
dell, which held contracts to supply
forts along the route. At its peak bef-
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ore the Civil War that outfit em
ployed over 5,000 men, owned ap
proximately 3,500 wagons, had
40,000 oxen and 1,000 mules. The
company moved 16,000,000 pounds
of freight in one year.

The Santa Fe Trail was not wholly
without some engineering improve
ments. For example, there is evi
dence that the Army Engineers
shored up Trail locations near Santa
Fe at Apache Canyon. Too, some set
tlements along the route flourished
as a result of wagons passing
through them. Las Vegas, San
Miguel del Vado, Watrous, and
Bent's Fort were among them. By
and large, however, technological
improvements to the Santa Fe Trail
could not compete with the indus
trial giant of the railroad and its fi
nancial, political, and governmental
backing.

Both the Trail and railroading in
this country got their start in the
1820s, but railroading was different
from wagon freighting from the be
ginning. The first true railroad in the
U.S. opened in 1826 and was named
the Delaware and Hudson Canal
Company, later to become the Dela
ware and Hudson Railroad, most re
cently a victim of corporate railroad
mergers.

After the war with Mexico, the
federal government sought to lay
claim to the western part of the con
tinent by populating it, eradicating
whatever and whomever stood in the
way of accomplishing that objective.
Governmental and the railroad in
terests were reciprocal and, with the
proper arrangements, each could
prosper. Whether the problem was of
great distances needing to be cov
ered, American Indians who con
tested white encroachment, or the
vastness ofspace needing to be filled,
the railroad provided a remedy.
What was required was a massive
construction operation. Financial
and political support for such effort
was growing in Washington as well
as in the western territories by 1830.

States supported railroads for
their own reasons, which included
growth, population increases, busi
ness requirements, and taxation.
Land speculators helped promote
railroads too by selling property
along the proposed right-of-way, or
at least where speculators thought
the right-of-way was planned. Even
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European investors were attracted
to the American frontier and were
eagerly recruited to the railroad
market.

There were both physical and po
litical obstacles in the way of the
Santa Fe's entry into New Mexico.
The company's ultimate objectives
were EI Paso and, via Albuquerque,
California and the Pacific coast. In
addition to engineering difficulties
posed by the 8,000-foot Raton Pass,
the New Mexico territorial legisla
ture also posed problems. For one
thing, the territory required a finan
cial construction guarantee, which in
the 1870s was beyond the financial
reach of the young Santa Fe Rail
road. That impediment was over,
come by skillful lobbying efforts
which located an earlier territorial
railroad bill which enabled the rail
road to enter New Mexico under the
name of an existing corporation.
Consequently, when the train actu
ally crossed the Pass in 1878, under
Santa Fe operation, it was called the
New Mexico &Southern Pacific Rail
road Company.

Other businesses soon also incor
porated and the railroad map of the
Southwest expanded rapidly. In
1880 the Southern Pacific built east
from California, reaching Lordsburg
in October of that year, and arriving
in Deming two months later. The
Denver and Rio Grande entered New
Mexico by two separate alignments;
one, the Chili Line, from Alamosa to
Espanola and thence to Santa Fe,
and secondly, entering from Anto
nito and into Chama. Additional rail
road development followed as cop
per, coal, potash, and lumber became
increasingly important to the terri
tory and to the cpuntry.

Because of the growing power of
railroad barons throughout the West
during the first half of the nine
teenth century, the appellation of
"robber barons" stuck in many areas
of the country and one well-known
cartoon appeared in a San Francisco
newspaper. It depicts state and terri
torial impressions of railroad devel
opment excesses, with corporate ex
ecutives riding on the back of the
overburdened mule, illustrated as
various states.

The year 1880 also saw rail com
pany agreement for construction of
standard gauge rail, or the element
of a common and precise distance be-
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tween the two running rails. While
mountainous railroads continued to
use "narrow," or three-foot gauge,
other mainlines agreed on 57Y2-inch,
or "standard" gauge, now common
throughout the United States and
most of the world.

In order to help finance rail con
struction, transportation companies
in the New Mexico Territory and in
other locations were permitted to sell
stock, as did the old canal companies
before them. States bought stock in
railroad corporations and, in addi
tion, made loans to them.

Like many other western states,
New Mexico still retains elements of
its experience with railroad "robber
barons." Article IX, Section 14 of the
New Mexico State Constitution still
states today: "Neither the State, nor
any County, School District, or Mu
nicipality, except as otherwise pro
vided in this Constitution, shall di
rectly or indirectly lend, or pledge its
credit or make any donation to or in
aid of any person, association, public
or private corporation, or in aid of
any private enterprise for the con
struction ofany railroad. "

As tracks moved westward, own
ers ofthe Santa Fe Railroad realized
that Kansas and territories to the
west were not sufficiently populated
to generate profitable business. If
people were not farming, there was
no need for towns nor freight to be
provided to them. Accordingly, the
railroad opened a land department
which published brochures and pam
phlets to attract new settlers and
land along the rail alignment. Land
development and promotion was ac
tive not only in the United States,
but in Europe as well. Land buyers
got half or better off on railroad tick
ets and that price difference could of
ten be applied to the price of pur
chased land. The Santa Fe Railroad
even chartered ocean vessels to suc
cessfully bring in settlers and cheap
labor from Europe and Asia.

Before the Mexican War, rail
roads were heavily promoted in con
gress, in the press, and by the rail
roads themselves. Good fortune
would have occurred sooner for the
railroads, except for the Civil War,
but thereafter, things began to move
more quickly for the railroad indus
try.

There were several congressional
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and territorial legislative acts that
helped promote railroading in this
country. It is important to remember
that the great trails did not have
that same level of support, which is
partially why the railroad was able
to become successful in so short a
time span. A few of those bills which
became law included the Kansas
Nebraska Act, the Pacific Railway
Acts of 1862 and 1864, the Interstate
Commerce Act, and others.

The Pacific Railway Acts, among
other things, provided funds for con
struction of the first transcontinen
tal railroad. There had been no such
similar legislation for the Santa Fe
or any other national trail. The gov
ernment granted a right of way for
the public domain and as soon as
each section of 40 miles of track was
completed and the work federally in
spected, the railroad was compen
sated.

Specifically, the law provided that
a railroad company was issued U.S.
bonds in the amount of $16,000 for
each mile of track constructed in
level country, twice that, or $32,000
per mile for hilly country construc
tion, and thrice that, or $48,000 per
mile for mountainous country rail
building. Contrary to popular belief
held even today, those bonds were
not an outright gift. After completion
of the line, 5% of the railroad's an
nual earnings went to payoff the
bonds. Over many decades, the en
tire debt to the federal government
was fully repaid.

When one considers how the rail
road quickly replaced the Santa Fe
Trail, it's important to consider sev
eral factors. Ifnot familiar with rail
road construction, it is meaningful to
know that some very significant
forces and laws of physics are at
work when a length of rail line is con
structed. That is why rail, from a me
chanical standpoint, can effectively
serve as the great national transpor
tation conveyor belt that it has be
come.

Elements of modern railway con
struction, are not far different from
that of rail construction of a hundred
years ago. For example, within a spe
cific length of railroad track, the fol
lowing elements prevail:
• A 3,000 horsepower locomotive,

weighing about 300 tons, is guided
by:
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• 200 feet ofsteel track, consisting of
• 11.5 tons of steel rail; held in place

by
• 600 pounds of spikes; resting on:
• 3 tons ofsteel tie plates; resting on
• 16.7 tons of oak cross ties, resting

on
• 130 tons of ballast, subgrade, and

right of way.

Net weight of the system within
the 200-foot line segment described
above totals about 460 tons. The rail
system consumed resources as it
grew; including lumber for ties, en
tire mountains ofrock for ballast, ore
for steel, lumber and coal for firing of
steam boilers, man and mule power
to construct it.

Compare the data above to a
wagon train's general carrying ca
pacity, consisting of a 4 x 8 wagon
bed on a wooden frame, with wooden
wheels & spokes, protected by a can
vas cloth cover, pulled by mules or
oxen, over unimproved terrain,
through rivers, mud and sand, up
mountains and down steep valleys,
and reasons why the railroad re
placed the wagon become increas
ingly clear.

During the second halfof the nine
teenth century railroad building
grew steadily as the West was
"opened." The following is notewor
thy:

Date U. S. Mainline Trackage
1860 30,000 miles
1890 93,000 miles
1920 234,000 miles

Significantly, between 1850 and
1900, the U.S. population tripled in
number, while the nation's rail sys
tem grew seven-fold.

Two miles on the north side of the
Colorado/New Mexico state line,
there is an interstate exit marked
'Wootton." Modern travelers exiting
there, fmd a locked gate leading
southward, toward New Mexico and
up the pass. That exit, is among the
last tangible reminders of one of the
most significant railroad activities in
the American West.

For years Raton Pass was sought
by two rival railroads as an entry
point into New Mexico. Those com
panies were the Denver and Rio
Grande and the Santa Fe Railway
companies. The Santa Fe's board of
directors were also eyeing an alter-
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native route into New Mexico follow
ing the Cimarron Route from Dodge
City. What helped convince railroad
management that Raton Pass should
be secured by the Santa Fe was the
fact that there were huge coal fields
near Trinidad and Raton, needed for
locomotive steam engines, con
trasted by the existence of few towns
in the area. There was little poten
tial for traffic growth along the Ci
marron Route.

In 1877 Ray Morley, a former
Denver & Rio Grande engineer, was
hired by the Santa Fe for a clandes
tine assignment. Whichever com
pany first turned soil and had sur
veyed a proper alignment could le
gitimately claim rights to and over
Raton Pass. The problem was in
knowing the proper alignment in
terms of gradient, expedient places
to ford streams, soil stability, and
other matters critical to railroad con
struction and the massive weights
involved.

Morley was sent to discretely as
certain the route. At the same time,
General William Jackson Palmer of
the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad,
was looking at a narrow gauge route
over Raton Mountain for his compa
ny's entry into the Land of Enchant
ment.

For weeks, disguised as a sheep
herder, Morley was all over the
mountain, stopping at Dick Woot
ton's house on the 27-mile wagon toll
road for groceries and supplies
whenever he needed them, as he sur
veyed an alignment for the Santa Fe.
Fortunately for the rail company, the
two men got along well and their re
lationship grew.

It is believed that Wootton had re
ceived charters from both the Colo
rado and New Mexico territorial leg
islatures to build and operate the toll
road over Raton Pass, improving
greatly that section of the Santa Fe
Trail. That work was done by hand,
clearing trees, building bridges, im
proving the grade for wagons, and
even designating periodic rest stops
for wagon freighters and stagecoach
operations.

During that period when Morley
was on the mountain, he and Woot
ton became friends. Morley informed
his bosses at the Santa Fe that Woot
ton was willing to sell the entire road
if the offer was attractive to him.
More than a mere route over a moun-
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tain, once into New Mexico, the rail
road could build both south to EI
Paso and west to California. Raton
Pass and the Santa Fe Trail was the
railroad's key to an empire.

Born in 1816, Wootton was 62 by
that time, and ready to sell out. At
first the Santa Fe offered him
$50,000 for rights to the toll road.
Wootton held out for a lifetime pass
on the railroad, so he could travel to
places he had not seen, and for an ad
ditional $75 a month for the rest of
his life, for groceries and whatever
other supplies he needed. Both
Wootton and the Santa Fe Railroad
were happy with the deal and Morley
was the one who arranged it.

Morley's Santa Fe work crew ar
rived at the Colorado side of the pass
shortly before midnight, on March 1,
1878, and recruited party-goers to
help in turning soil on the pass. A
couple of hours later, the Denver &
Rio Grande work crew found revel
ers, men and women in party clothes,
swinging picks and shovels. The
Pass belonged to the Santa Fe and
the first train in New Mexico rolled
into Willow Springs (Raton) on De
cember 7, 1878. A tunnel was con
structed in 1879 to help eliminate
the numerous railroad switchbacks
located on the pass, which when
completed, reduced the grade from
316 feet per mile to 185. Later, a sec
ond tunnel was constructed.

In reaching Las Vegas, the mayor,
on July 4, 1879, called the railroad
"the Great Civilizer" and it reached
Santa Fe on February 16, 1880, but
only after the city passed a bond for
the construction of an 18-mile
branch line for that purpose. Trials
and tribulations of rail freight and
passenger service to the capitol city
go on even today under the successor
road of the ATSF, the Santa Fe
Southern Railway Company, Incor
porated.

What the railroad got from that
colossal effort was the key to an em
pire that lasted over 110 years, until
a larger corporate giant, the Burling
ton Northern, finally absorbed the
once proud Atchison, Topeka and
Santa Fe Railway system in 1995.

The next few decades saw an ex
plosion of railroad construction in
New Mexico. Between 1880 and
1940, over seventy-five different rail
road companies were chartered, rose
and fell, were bought and sold. Many
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merged with others in order to sur
vive.. In many cases, natural-re
source-based roads literally drove
themselves out of business by clear
cutting timber and engaging in asso
ciated unsophisticated harvesting
practices.

Now items that used to take up
space on an entire wagon could be
hauled by the boxcar load. It also
meant that minerals and resources
could be easily "developed" and
transported. In the 1880s the rail
road was in its fundamental phase
but, nonetheless, was in reality, a
conveyor belt stretching across the
country from the Mississippi River
Valley to New Mexico and on to the
Pacific.

Logging roads, like the Zuni
Mountain Railroad and the Jemez
logging railroads at first prospered
but soon closed down when timber in
the area became depleted. Railroads
were chartered for coal-hauling,
there were copper railroads like the
Southwestern Railroad Company
near Silver City, and later, the
Phelps Dodge Industrial Railroad
was incorporated. The Santa Fe
Northwestern Railway, New Mexico
Lumber & Timber Company, the
Alamogordo & Sacramento Moun
tain Railway, El Paso & Northeast
ern Railway, El Paso and Southwest
ern Railway, Elkhart & Santa Fe
Railway, and the Navajo Mine Rail
road near Fruitland also came into
being. The list goes on, each having
its own unique tale, all worthwhile
and interesting.

Railroads brought more than
freight service to the territory. The
Santa Fe was particularly adept at
promoting itself. Two people who
were instrumental in railroad devel
opment and improved customer
service were Fred Harvey and Mary
Colter. Those two individuals,
though closely associated with rail
roading in the West, became institu
tions themselves, Harvey's name is
forever associated with luxury travel
accommodations and Colter's with
stunningly beautiful depot and asso
ciated building designs.

Harvey, an Englishman, recog
nized the need for decent passenger
accommodations along rail routes.
Besides establishing clean, efficient,
and fair-priced restaurants with
good food at a large number of loca
tions, he promoted a philosophy that
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The Santa Fe Trail Center plans
to replace the sod house that was de
stroyed by a storm last year. Anyone
wanting to help with this project
should contact the Trail Center,
(316) 285-2054.

The Raytown Historical Society
Museum, Raytown, MO, will feature
an exhibit this year on historic trails
-Santa Fe, Oregon, and California.
For details call (816) 353-5033.

• • • •
The ll1-year-old Kit Carson mon

ument erected in front of the federal

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

..

•

•

•

Cecelia Blackwell has retired
from the gift shop at the Santa Fe
Trail Center at Larned after 22
years of service. We wish her well.

• • • •
Dr. O. R. Cram, former president

of Fort Larned Historical Society
and long-time member of the Santa
Fe Trail Center museum board, re
cently died. Sympathy is extended to
his family and friends.

• • • •

The Friends of Arrow Rock will
make improvements on the Sapping
ton Museum during the coming year.
Contributions may be sent to the
Friends at Box 124, Arrow Rock MO
65320. Dr. John Sappington's anti
fever pills to fight malaria were used
by Trail travelers. Annual member
ship in the Friends is only $15 per
year.

Creek Living History Museum in
Kansas City.

• • • •
Bentrup News Service (BNS) re

ports that Tom Zoellner, who hiked
the SFT in the summer of 1993, is
now living and writing in San Fran
cisco. He fondly remembers the as
sistance ofBentrup, Dave Webb, and
others while he was on the Trail.

• • • •
A new National Trails System

Map and Guide has been issued by
the National Park Service, Bureau of
Land Management, and Forest Serv
ice. Copies are being sent to each re
newing SFTA member in 1999.

• • • •
David Clapsaddle's article, "The

Dry Route Revisited," will appear in
the Spring 1999 issue of OCTA's
Overland Journal. The article de
tails the original path of the Dry
Route to the Caches and the later
course to the point one mile east of
Fort Dodge.

Marc Simmons reports some good
news in his legal struggle with the
developer on adjoining property. The
County Development Review Com
mittee has voted to have the devel
oper relocate a proposed road. Marc's
lawsuit against the developer for
damages to his property remains to
be settled. The deverloper's counter
suit, charging Simmons with libel,
has been dismissed by the court. We
wish justice for Marc in the courts of
New Mexico, a victory in his suit.

• • • •
David Aamodt is the new curator

at the National Frontier Trails Cen
ter in Independence, MO. He was for
merly assistant curator at Shoal
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Arizona and New Mexico. A few of
the notable structures designed by
Colter in New Mexico are:
Date Building Location
1902 Alvarado Albuquerque
1910 EI Ortiz Lamy
1923 EI Navajo Hotel Gallup
1925 La Fonda Santa Fe

She also designed famous build
ings throughout the Southwest, most
notably at the Grand Canyon, includ
ing the Hopi House, EI Tovar, Her
mit's Rest, Phantom Ranch, and
Bright Angel Lodge. Additionally,
she designed an exclusive line of
china for the 1930's deluxe passenger
train called the Super Chief, with 37
different Mimbres designs from vari
ous Mimbres sites. Pieces from those
sets are today highly prized collector
and museum pieces.

Standing atop Raton Pass today,
one can actually see the historic evo
lution of transportation corridors
within the Land of Enchantment in
the sprawling vista to the south.
Trail remnants are still visible. So
too, are the gleaming steel rail lines,
little altered from their 1870s loca
tions, as well as the more recent
Interstate-25, now running from the
Canadian to the Mexican borders.
The wonder and attraction of New
Mexico remains. What has changed
are the methods of accessing them.

HOOF PRINTS

-TRAIL TIDBITS-

was replicated in railroad develop
ment in the West from the 1870s
through the 1940s and beyond. The
joint philosophy of Harvey and cor
porate Santa Fe was to offer the pub
lic something they only get with
quality rail service. If that is in
place, the strategy followed, every
one will profit. The philosophy
worked.

Where once travelers along the
Santa Fe Trail ate what was on hand
or whatever hunters could provide,
eateries began to appear in places
like La Junta and Trinidad, Colo
rado and in Raton, Las Vegas, Hot
Springs, Santa Fe, and Lamy, New
Mexico. Harvey began his career bef
ore the first railroad entered the ter
ritory. In 1876, he had purchased a
run-down ten-seat lunch counter in
Topeka at the depot there. By the
time he had completed his renova
tions, for 50 cents travelers got all
they could eat, including a breakfast
of steak, eggs, potatoes, pancakes,
apple pie (if you still had room) and
coffee. By 1880, Harvey had an
agreement with the Santa Fe Rail
road to open restaurants all along
the corridor from Chicago to Galve
ston and west to San Francisco.

Harvey Houses flourished as the
standard of first-class dining
throughout the Southwest. Harvey
girls became an American institu
tion and their service, cleanliness,
and dedication are now legendary. In
addition to the Harvey Houses fol
lowing the Santa Fe Trail, they could
be found throughout New Mexico at
Clovis, Gallup, Albuquerque, Belen,
Vaughn, Deming, and Rincon.

Later, in the 1930s and 1940s, the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe com
missioned artists and painters to
promote the Grand Canyon and as
sociated southwestern landscapes,
with the same profitable effect of
bringing more passengers to the
rails.

Mary Jane Colter was an excep
tional and special lady. An architect
and interior designer, she worked ex
clusively for Fred Harvey and the
company he established, from 1902
until 1948. Colter utilized Indian
and Spanish elements in the design
of her buildings, using ancient craft
elements such as sand painting,
weaving, and pottery images in her
themes. She designed buildings,
wonderful buildings, throughout
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courthouse in Santa Fe will be refur
bished this year. The 20-foot oblesk
was originally financed by Senator
Stephen W. Dorsey of Dorsey Man
sion fame. The sandstone blocks for
the monument were quarried on the
Dorsey ranch.

• • • •
A nice article by SFTA member

Dot Morgan, Lakin, KS, extolling the
virtues of Paul F. Bentrup and ex
plaining that the SFTA Ambassador
Award will henceforth be called the
Paul Bentrup Ambassador Award,
appeared in the December 24, 1998,
issue of The Lakin Independent. Paul
was reluctant to accept this honor,
conferred by the SFTA board last
September, until persuaded to do so
by Mrs. Morgan, who reports that,
when Paul yielded, he took out his
white handerchief and waved it
slowly in a gesture of surrender.

• • • •
Last year Congress directed that

the National Park Service locate the
site of the Sand Creek Massacre, pre
serve and protect it, interpret it, and
open it to public access. This work
began with a public meeting in La
mar, CO, in December 1998. Paul
Bentrup attended and represented
SFTA.

• • • •
Recent acquisitions at the New

Mexico State Records Center andAr
chives, Santa Fe, include "The Santa
Fe Trail" musical scores, 1957-1958.
"The Santa Fe Trail," a symphonic
ballad created by John Latham and
Lawrence Powell in 1957, was per
formed during the 1958 season by
the Rio Grande Orchestra.

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS
RATTLESNAKE BITE CURE

Marc Simmons quotes from the di
ary of Philip Gooch Ferguson about
John Goose's death near Middle
Spring in August 1847 (see article in
this issue). Another story recorded
by Ferguson the following day tells of
a soldier's experience with the bite of
a rattlesnake (from Ralph P. Bieber,
ed., Marching with the Army of the
West, 1846-1848 [Glendale: Arthur
H. Clark Co., 1936], 311).

Stopped at night a few miles past
Middle spring. Whilst hobbling his horse,
[David] Russell was bitten by a rattle
snake and became very much alarm
ed. One of the Mexicans cured him in
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the following manner. Made him swal
low half a pint of whiskey, then tied a
cord around his forefinger (the end of
his finger being the place bitten) and
cut it to the bone with a sharp knife,
and then seared or bumt the wound.
His hand was held down all night, and
in the moming all danger was past.
Some of [the] boys, seeing that whiskey
was important in the cure of a snake
bite, complained to the Mexican that
they were bitten and wished to be
cured as he had cured Russell. The
Mexican, discovering the ruse, wished
to cut the flesh first and administer the
whiskey afterwardsI

COUNCIL GROVE, 1851
On July 6, 1851, Katie Bowen, tra

veling the Trail with her husband,
Isaac Bowen, and a large military
supply train, arrived at Council
Grove. In a letter to her parents on
July 7, she left a brief description of
the site of the 1999 symposium as it
appeared to her at that time. This
letter is located in the Bowen Family
Papers, U. S. Army Military History
Institute, Carlisle Barracks, Penn
sylvania.

My dear Father and Mother. I prom
ised to write from this point and will
copy some of the notes Ihave taken by
the way. Although they are not very in
teresting, they will show how we pass
our times. Yesterday we came to this
place about fourteen miles from our
last camp and will start again at noon
today. This is a small settlement of
whites, french half breeds and Indians.
The houses are entirely of log and bark
and altogether the most desolate look
ing spot we have seen on the road. We
have encamped about a mile from the
town in a beautiful little semicircle, a
spring, brook and large trees on three
sides of us. The water fresh from the
spring is as cool as ice water and the
grass for our animals three feet high as
delicate and tender as lettuce. It is a
spot just big enough for our waggons
and three tents in the center with a
space all around next the woods for
our mules to feed.

COUNCIL GROVE, 1852
Another view of Council Grove

was provided in 1852 by Julius Froe
bel from Germany, who traveled the
Trail with a merchant caravan. He
described Council Grove in his book,
Seven Years' Travel in Central Amer
ica, Northern Mexico, and the Far
West of the United States (London:
Richard Bentley, 1859),251-252.

Council Grove, where we arrived
August 27th, will unquestionably be
come one day an important place.
The situation is beautiful. and possesses
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many advantages. At the time we vis
ited it, this place consisted of about ten
houses, inhabited by white men and In
dian women. A little higher up the
brook stood, detached, the Mission
house, a somewhat large stone build
ing, surrounded by hedged-in fields.
This Mission, which was established by
the Methodists among the Caw
Indians, has been, I believe, disturbed
by the newer lawless state of the terri
tory of late years. About a mile distant
down the stream was a camp, com
posed of twelve to fifteen leather tents,
belonging to the Caws. The country
around is rich in natural beauty on a
small scale. The rivulets, bordered by
trees and bushes, wind along through
beautiful flowery valleys, between hills
covered with grass. These form the
sources of the Neosho, which flows into
the Arkansas.

TABLE OF DISTANCES, 1864
The following "Schedule of Dis

tances" on the Santa Fe Trail from
Kansas City, MO, to Santa Fe, NM,
was published as a circular, printed
at the depot quartermaster's print
ing office, Fort Union, NM, in 1867.
The distances were measured by Dr.
John Locke and W. Wrightson in
1864.

Miles Miles
Kansas City to
Westport 4.37
Olathe, (Station) 16.87 21.24
Olathe, (P.O.) 1.24 22.48
Black Jack 18.76 41.23
Station 110 34.49 75.72
Burlingame 7.88 83.60
Wilmington 7.92 91.52
Wacherrie 5.82 97.34
Allen 4.79 102.13
Rock Creek 12.35 114.48
Council Grove 8.44 122.92
Six Mile Creek 21.50 144.42
Cottonwood Creek 24.52 168.94
Running Turkey Creek 18.86 187.80
Big Turkey Creek 7.63 195.43
Beech Valley 17.49 212.92
Cow Creek 18.70 231.62
Plum Buttes 10.61 242.23
Walnut Creek 13.43 255.66
Fort Lamed 31.30 286.96
Rock Hollow 8.85 295.81
Big Coon Creek 15.06 310.87
Dinner Station 8.39 319.26
Arroyo Blanco 8.04 327.30
Little Coon Creek 3.60 330.90
Arkansas River 9.77 340.67
Adkin's Ranch 1.32 341.99
Old Fort Mackey 8.58 350.57
Bluff 1.52 352.09
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The Ladies of Hodgeman Commu
nity have been working on the proposi
tion for some time and hope to have
the monument erected and dedi
cated sometime this fall. However they
have not yet secured all funds neces
sary. as their plans call for an expendi
ture of $250 or more. The monument
will be built of stone and hold a bronze
tablet with the necessary data and in
formation. There have been many de
nations made by those living in the
community. friends and relatives of Mr.
Duncan and Mr. O'Laughlin, and oth
ers interested in the erection of the
monument. There are probably others
in the county and elsewhere who
would like to donate to the fund, and
thus help preserve the memory of
Hodgeman county's most historic spot.
Any who wish to assist in this manner
should send their checks at once to
one of the committee in charge: Mrs.
O. W. Lyman of Burdett. Mrs. E. E. Brady.
Burdett or Mrs. Leigh Newport of Han
ston. They would also appreciate hear
ing from any who remember the old
trail, and stories of the early days.

CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The chapter met October 24, 1998,
at the Morton County Historical Mu
seum, Elkhart, KS, for dinner served
by the Morton County Historical So
ciety and a performance by actress
Kay Kuhlman as Bess Truman.
During a short business meeting,
President Helen Brown reported on
the Larned Rendezvous and the
SFTA board meeting. Dave Hutch
ison announced that the Ambass
ador award would henceforth be
known as the Paul F. Bentrup
Ambassador Award. Everyone was
urged to attend the mapping work
shop on November 14 conducted by
Phil Peterson and sponsored by the
chapter.

Helen encouraged everyone to put
articles in their local papers about
any Santa Fe Trail events, and to
send copies of the printed articles to
her or Mike Pitel in the New Mexico
Department of Tourism. (Editor's
Note: These should also be sent to
Wagon Tracks.)

The regular January meeting was
scheduled at the Cimarron Heritage
Center, Boise City, OK.

Jetmore. Sept. 21. - On the early
maps of Hodgeman county there is
marked in dotted lines a swerving. an
gling road with the significant lettering:
"Fort Hays-Fort Dodge TraiL" Before the
days of automobiles. and before the
railroads crossed our state even. there
was need for transportation highways
out here on the plains. The old Santa Fe
Trail was established to fill a distinct
need. and so this smaller. less widely
known trail was made to meet a trans
portation problem. At that time. in
1867. Fort Hays was located at the end
of the railroad and all supplies to Fort
Dodge and Fort Supply had to be
hauled overland. across the wild and
Indian infested plains. Thus it came
about that the govemment estab
lished the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Trail.

It is to commemorate the memory of
this old trail. and the pioneers who trav
eled over it that the Ladies Aid Society
of Hodgeman Community have under
taken the task of placing a suitable
monument-marker at "Duncan's
Crossing." where the historic trail
crossed the Pawnee river. This crossing
was probably the most important point
on the old trail. half way between the
two forts. It is located in the northeast
part of the county. two miles south of
the Ness county line and five west of
the Pawnee county line. John
O'Laughlin. civil war veteran. estab
lished a toll bridge there. built a stock
ade and trading post out of logs. and
was the first white settler in the county.
He was a real pioneer. who moved
even farther west and became the first
settler near the present town of Lakin.
George Duncan then became owner
of the toll bridge. and maintained the
"Half-Way House" as it was sometimes
called. He was made a postmaster
and incidentally was the first in the
county.

There are many interesting facts in
connection with this old crossing. and
although there is very little written
about it available for reference. yet the
remaining early settlers can tell us
much that happened there and along
the old trail. George Duncan is still liv
ing. in the Soldiers Home at Fort Leav
enworth. and the widow of John
O'Laughlin lives at Lakin. both have fur
nished interesting information. The rec
ords of Generals Sheridan, Custer and
Miles show that they were over the trail,
and also President Hayes. Even the ne
torious Jesse James stopped at the
trading post once. The committee in
charge of the project are trying to ob
tain all the information possible and it
will be compiled into a short history and
preserved. They expect to place a
copy of it. and other interesting data
and material in a box to be sealed
within the monument.

361.78
367.56
376.83
388.53
397.40
407.48
427.67
439.09
453.07
464.05

482.77
492.89
511.27
525.29
534.27
539.36
544.90
566.07
574.62
584.51
598.63
613.50
632.00
636.15
650.78
664.76
684.66
687.77
700.17
719.18
726.73
732.73
750.14
756.60
764.41
776.42
787.95
803.25
818.10
822.30
827.44
830.72
833.29
835.64
846.40

9.69
5.78
9.27

11.70
8.87

10.08
20.19
11.42
13.98
10.98

Lone Elm
Cimarron Crossing
Across Nine Mile Ridge
Pawnee Forts
LoneTree
Bluffs
Choteaux Island
Aubrey Crossing
Fairview Station
Pretty encampment
Bluffs at head of Salt

Bottom 18.72
Sand Creek 10.12
Fort Lyon 18.38
Camp Refreshment 14.02
Twelve Mile Point 8.98
Little Sand Creek 5.09
Bents Old Fort 5.54
Big Arroyo 21.1 7
The Mounds 8.55
Iron Springs 9.89
Hole in Rocks 14.12
Hole in Prairie 14.87
Gray's Ranch 18.50
Trinidad 4.15
Summit of Raton Pass 14.63
Red River 13.98
Hill East of Creek 19.90
Vermejo Creek 3.11
Maxwell's Ranch 12.40
Murray's Ranch 19.01
Apache Hill 7.55
Ocate Creek 6.00
Fort Union 17.41
Mora River 6.46
Forks of Road 7.81
Las Vegas 12.01
Tecalote 11.53
San Jose 15.30
Parajito Springs 14.85
Koslosky's 4.20
Pigeon's Ranch 5.14
Valley Gorge 3.28
Johnson's Ranch 2.67
Rock Corral 2.35

SANTA FE 10.76

TRAIL MARKING, 1929
The following article from the

Dodge City Daily Globe, September
21, 1929, tells of plans to place a
marker at Duncan's Crossing on the
Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Trail. The
marker was erected and dedicated in
1929. It was rededicated a few years
ago in 1989 (see WT, III [Aug. 1989],
1,3). The time capsule mentioned in
this article was removed, examined
by the Hodgeman County Historical
Society, and replaced within the re
stored monument.
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Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
1227 S Bryan
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309

Over thirty people attended the
joint meeting with the Corazon de los
Caminos chapter in Tucumcari,
October 3, to hear Len Slesick and
Alvin Lynn talk about Fort Bascom
and the trails in the Canadian River
area. The local museum was open for
visitation after the meeting, and we
got to meet several people who have
a life-long dedication to the history of
the area. Our fall meeting was an
educational event and an enjoyable
social gathering.

The November meeting was at the
Texas Tech University Southwest
Collection, a new facility, modern
and spacious. The curator, Tai Krie
der, talked about the documents, art,
and donors, and then guided us
through the building. To see Charles
Goodnight's documents was a brief
venture into history. The group ad
journed to the home ofClint and Siva
Chamber for coffee, and was shown
their room with Jack Stillwell's
memorabilia and Siva's art studio.

The winter meeting is planned for
February 7, 1999, at the Amarillo
Central Library, to discuss the by
laws and adopt new ones to replace
the missing documents. SFTA Pub
licity Chairman Mike Pitel's slides of
the Trail's 175th Anniversary will be
shown. We need volunteers to con
tinue the brochure work. This has
been a chapter effort to create a
means of informing the public about
the Trail in this area. Is there any
interest in reinstituting the Gregg
prize/scholarship to a student at
Palo Duro High School?
Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(316) 356-1854

Thirteen chapter members met at
the Peddlers Inn on January 14 for
the quarterly meeting. A total of 442
visitors signed the registration book
at Wagonbed Springs site in 1998. A
breakdown of registrants was 118
from within Grant county, 162 from
out of county, 158 from out of state,
and 4 were international visitors.
Reports were given on the mapping
workshop hosted by the Cimarron
Cutoff Chapter in Elkhart on No-
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vember 14.
The Erosion Project at the Wagon

bed Springs site has made it to the
Advisory Council on Historic Preser
vationin Washington D.C. for, hope
fully, final approval for the diversion
channel work to begin, so that there
will be no more damage done to the
Trail ruts that leave the Lower Ci
marron (Wagonbed) Springs camp
site area. Involved in the project are
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service, National Park Service, Kan
sas State Historical Society, Steve
Joyce, Jim Allen of PAl{ Farms, and
Wagonbed Springs Chapter.

An interesting article entitled
"Cultural Resource Investigations at
the Lower Cimarron (Wagonbed)
Spring Camp Site (14GTI0l), Grant
County, Kansas" appeared in the
Kansas Anthropological Association
publication The Kansas Anthropolo
gist, Volume 19, 1998. Authors are
Christine Whitacre, NPS historian,
and Steven L. De Vore, NPS arche
ologist, from the Intermountain Sup
port Office, Denver, CO. The article
contains a detailed description of the
most probable location of the Lower
Springs, the camp site, as well as a
list of artifacts from the Ed Dowell
collection, which were found in the
area of the site.

All officers were elected to serve
another year: President Jeff Trot
man, Vice-President Bill Leonard,
Secretary Marjorie Persinger, and
Treasurer Lois Hileman.

SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup
spoke for a few minutes about the
Paul Bentrup Ambassador Award,
and handed out brochures on differ
ent Trail sites. A video, titled The
Santa Fe Trail, was shown for the
program.

The next meeting will be April 18
at the Daylight Doughnut Shop in
Hugoton.

Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

The January 28 meeting was held
at the courthouse in Council Grove
at 7:30 p.m. Reports were given by
Deanne Wright and Doris Cress on
the progress of the symposium-it is
going well. A schedule and regis
tration will appear in the next issue
of Wagon Tracks.
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Al Bunting reported that work is
started on the restoration of the wall
at the Wilmington Schoolhouse. Le
land Zerbe reported that the 1999
Trail ride will start from Burlingame
on June 8 and arrive in Council
Grove on June 11, traveling about 68
miles through bluestem pastures.
There will be clover leaf rides from
the Burlingame Rodeo Grounds on
June 6 and 7.

A decision was made to apply for
grants to establish interpretive signs
at Camp Fremont and Agnes City.

All 1998 officers were reelected to
serve in 1999. The next meeting will
be April 22, location to be announced
later.

End of the Trail
President George Donoho Bayless
PO Box 156
Chama NM 87520
(888) 368-4868

At the November 21, 1998, meet
ing, Louann Jordan, Curator of the
Exhibit Hall at Las Golindrinas liv
ing Museum, gave an informative
lecture on Moorish influence in New
Mexico. The Spanish who colonized
New Mexico brought with them Is
lamic traditions that are visible to
day. Louann showed slides of de
pictions of saints found in New
Mexico that are associated with the
Moorish occupation in Spain. More
slides showed the influence on
Navajo jewelry, adobe architecture,
especially the roof lines and adobe
brick. Even the horno, a beehive
shaped oven, came with the Spanish.
We were impressed and will look at
our surroundings with new eyes.

Here is the latest about markers
indicating Trail crossings in Santa
Fe. Installation should occur early in
1999. On October 23, 1998, several
chapter members toured the areas
where Trail ruts cross thoroughfares
in Santa Fe and located the sites for
the City of Santa Fe Traffic Divi
sion's Director and Engineer, Craig
Watts and John Nitzell. EoT mem
bers on the tour were SFTA Presi
dent Margaret Sears, Chapter Presi
dent George Bayless, Joanne Bar
nes, Alex Greene, and Joan Sudbor
ough. When the project is completed
the chapter is planning a celebration
that will include members, city offi
cials, and residents whose property
the ruts cross.

The next meeting will be January
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23,1999, when Jo Martin, a student
of Southwest history, will speak on
"Murder and Mayhem on the Santa
Fe Trail." The March meeting will be
a joint meeting with the Old Spanish
Trail Association.
Corazon de los Camlnos
President Steve Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Rt
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683

The board met January 14 and
agreed to nominate Faye Gaines for
a second term on the SFTA board.
The board also agreed to sponsor an
application for a federal grant to im
prove the Point of Rocks site. The
marking committee is petitioning
the New Mexico Highway Depart
ment for permission to place mark
ers denoting Trail crossings over
state highways.

Elsie LeDoux submitted her re
signation as historian due to an
increased work load. Bev and Hal
Jackson agreed to become program
chairs and prepare the 1999 ac
tivities. Work on the web site is in
progress. The mapping committee
spent several days in December
locating remains of the Trail
between Bernal and Tecolote, and
from Puerto del Norte north into Las
Vegas. The Las Vegas Museum has
an exhibit of Trail art by students in
Patti Olsen's class.
Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Lamed KS 67550

The chapter winter meeting was
in Kinsley, KS, January 3. Reports
were given by the mapping/marking,
chuck wagon, T-shirt, and seminar
committees. Officers for 1999 were
elected: President Rusti Gardner,
Vice-President Howard Losey, Sec
retarylTreasurer Ida Yeager, and
Program Chairman David Clap
saddle. Appointed to the Faye An
derson committee were Alice Clap
saddle, LaVeda Cross, Ann Warner,
Joyce Losey, and Virginia Walters.
Howard Losey was appointed to the
mapping/marking committee, and
Janice Klein was appointed to serve
as the 1999 judge for the chapter's
Kansas History Day Award.

In other business, the chapter
voted to (1) expend $500 for five in
terpretive markers, (2) prepare and
serve the lunch for the Fort Larned
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Old Guard meeting on April 24, (3)
sponsor Shirley Stein for the SFTA
Educator's Award and Sibley's Camp
for the Historic Preservation Award
and (4) begin mailing 200 copies of
Traces at bulk rate.

A special award was presented to
Max Zimmerman of St. John for his
assistance with the chapter's inter
net efforts. Clara Goodrich was hon
ored with the Faye Anderson Award.
Following the business session, a
well-received program was present
ed by Jerry Thomas, Manhattan
artist. The chapter's spring meeting
is April 11 in Garfield.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge
David Kloppenborg
PO Box 441
Bucklin KS 67834
(316) 826-3537

The annual meeting was held
January 15 at noon for luncheon at
the Gunsmoke Restaurant. Officers
for 1999 were elected: President!
Program Chair David Kloppenborg,
Vice-President Fred Casterline, Sec
retary Kathie Bell, and Treasurer/
ReporterlHistorian Richard Dryden.
1998 committee reports were re
ceived. An informative program was
presented by Keith Chadd and the
mapping committee on mapping the
SFT in Edwards, Ford, and Gray
counties.
Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1412 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

The mapping committee will meet
at the Schumacher home on Feb
ruary 13 to share findings and
submit reports.

The next chapter meeting will be
February 28 at 2:00 p.m. at the home
of Ruth Ayres (617 North Walker,
Olathe, KS). Nancy Lewis, Glenda
Sours, and Anne Mallinson will pres
ent a program on Dutch oven cooking
and Trail food. Samples will be pro
vided. Ruth will also share her life
time collection of Trail memorabilia.
A nominating committee will be
elected to prepare this year's slate of
officers.

The April 25 meeting will be at the
National Frontier Trails Center in
Independence, Missouri, at 2:00 p.m.
Julie Daicoff will give her program
on Historic Gardening. Julie over
sees the award-winning garden at
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Mahaffie Farmstead and is an avid
gardener. She can help us get started
with ideas for our spring planting.
Join us for an exciting look into a
19th-century garden. Officers will be
elected at this meeting. For further
information, contact Anne Mallinson
at 816-230-7228.

Qulvlra
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

The next meeting will be on June
4, 1999, and will feature a program
on Don Antonio Chavez.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 671 14
(316) 284-2095

The next chapter meeting will be
February 18, 1999, at Butch's Diner
in Tampa at 6:00 p.m. What once
was the Santa Fe Trail runs through
the town ofTampa. The program will
be the 30-minutes video "Forts Along
the Santa Fe Trail."

The chapter has purchased six
stone posts, which have been marked
to indicate a Santa Fe Trail crossing.
These will be set at sites from U.S.
Highway 77 crossing just north of
Lost Springs west to the crossing a
mile and a half east of Canton on
U.s. 56.

The chapter will have several
tours ofthat Trail on April 17 and 24.
On both Saturdays participants are
to meet at the Adobe House Museum
in Hillsboro at 1:00 p.m. For more de
tails call Vernon Lohrentz at 316
284-0909.

Another project for this spring is
to complete a map of all chapter
marker posts and signs (plus the
DAR markers) from U.S. 56 to U.S.
77. This will be made available to
tourists and visitors.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DD
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

The annual meeting was at Bent's
Fort Inn, Las Animas, CO, January
16. The business meeting followed a
social time and a Trader's Mart. The
following officers were elected:
President Lolly Ming, Vice-Pres
ident Mark Mitchell, Secretary La
Donna Hutton, and Treasurer Betty
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Choat. Following a luncheon, awards
were presented to Dottie Lou Riggs,
Bent's Fort Chapter Ambassador
Award (outstanding member); An·
gelo Passini, Trail Heritage Preser
vation Award; Lamar Parkview Ele
mentary 5th grade and instructors
Joy Blanton, Robert Seals, and Jean
aunt, Heritage Educator Award;
and David Hallock, Bureau of Land
Management, Trail Heritage Pres
ervation Partnership Award.

An extremely interesting presen
tation was given by David Halaas of
the Colorado Historical Society. His
presentation and slide show depicted
the history of the Cheyenne Dog Sol
diers. Halaas is author of several
books and co-author of Cheyenne Dog
Soldiers, A Ledger Book History of
Coups and Combat. He is currently
writing a biography of George Bent.

Local members receiving Certifi
cates of Appreciation for hosting and
organizing tours were Northern Gra
nada-Fort Union Trail tour: Angelo
Passini, Jack Bamber, Frank Du
vall, Pickney & Margi Pearson, Ben
Augustine, Dan Fowler, Emmick
Ranch; Southern Granada-Fort
Union Trail tour: Lolly Ming, Sam
Arnold, Mark Wilson, James "Red"
Heath, McEndree Ranch; Wootton
Ranch tour: Gale & Joan Casebolt,
Katherine Berg, Richard Louden,
Willard Louden; Picture Canyon
tour: Jaime Kingsbury; Holly Train
Station & S-S Ranch tour: Will
Leiker, Marvin Wilhite, Bill & Mar
ilyn Wilson, Pat & West Campbell.

Membership in the chapter is
open to the public. For membership
and tour information, contact Betty
Choat at 719-336-2425.

HELP WANTED

I need help identifying an engrav
ing on a powder horn, an ox horn
mounted on a wood base. There is no
provenance. The following words are
engraved on it:

Virginians
C. L. Cooper
Bent's Fort
Indian Territory 1831
On to Santa Fe July 4 1831
T. Littlepage, R. C. Coker & Co.
Near the base in a banner are

these words:
Sic Semper Tyrannis
There are images of a 5-pointed
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star with "U.S." inside; the star is
rising through a lightning bolt or
clouds; an Indian village with tipis,
labeled "Cheyenne Camp;" an Indian
shield with a figure on it and four
feathers dangling below it, crossed
tomahawks, crossed arrows, a wood
en stockade flying an American flag;
and an American flag with 23 stars
and fringe around it. On the wooden
base is inscribed:

C.L.C.
Richmond
All engraving is crudely done. Can

anyone help with identification?
David Frailey

<AmazonDave@aol.com>
• • • •

I need two copies of Marc Sim-
mons's book, Murder on the Santa Fe
Trail. If available, contact me with
condition and price. Thank you.

Dick Wellman
935 Ave X

Alden KS 67512
• • • •

James H. Bullard was my great-
grandfather, who worked for Wil·
liam H. Russell on the Santa Fe
Trail. I have information about him
to 1850 and after 1880. Ifanyone has
information about him during the in
terim, I would appreciate hearing
from you. Many thanks.

Beatrice Bowers
3015 McGarvey Ave

Redwood City CA 94061
• • • •

The supply of the special edition
newspaper, The Wagon Master, pub
lished to commemorate the 175th
anniversary of the Trail, is exhaust
ed. More copies are needed for
schools. Ifanyone has or knows ofex
tra copies, please contact me. Thank
you.

Luella Marlman
28978 Rd 10

Las Animas CO 81054
(719) 456-2336

NEW SFTA MEMBERS ~

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Colorado Historical Society, Colorado

State Museum, 1300 Broadway,
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Denver CO 80203
Foreign Language Academy, 3450

Warwick, Kansas City MO 641 II
The Rice-Tremonti Home Assoc Inc, c/o

John Martin, 9410 Eastem, Kansas
City MO 64138

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Jim & Rosewood Allison, PO Box 4920,

Quartzsite AZ85359
Joe & Irene Almanza, 32819 Longview

Rd, Pearblossom CA 93553
Gary & Lois Bartley, 17035 Say Road,

Wamego KS 66547
Edie & Grant Bayless, 360 Moming Star

Lane, Lafayette CO 80026
Roland & Jerry Brees, E 13B Lake Road,

Council Grove KS 66846
Jo & Dorothy Brinkman, 1707 Ham

mond Dr, Emporia KS 6680 I
Bill & Dee Couch, 510 N 44th West Ave,

Tulsa OK 74127
Carl & Julia Frailey, 1834 E 152nd Ct,

Olathe KS 66062
Tom & Cindy Germscheid, PO Box 743,

Angel Fire NM 87710
Esperanza & Nelson Gonzales, PO Box

788, EI Rito NM 87530
James & Velma Hanagan, 102 Village

Green Ln, Lamar CO 81212
Joe & Jenny Kelley, 5835 Harrison, Kan

sas City MO 64110
Jean & David Kelsay, RR 3 Box 725,

Meeker OK 74855
Robert & Rosemary LaRue, PO Box 192,

Lincoln NM 88338
Gerald & Janise Manchester, 821

Crestmere Ct, Jefferson City MO
65109

Dana & Ryan McCammon, 2309 5th

Ave, Dodge City KS 67801
Mary Lou Nohr/Jon Bokelman, HC 81

Box 367, Las Vegas NM 87701
Mitou & Billy Joe Oglesby, 2768 FM 876,

Waxahachie TX 75167
Charles & Della Pfenninger, 912 W 5th,

Lamed KS 67550
Carol & Stan Titsworth, 280 Bagley Dr,

Suwanee GA 30024
J. W. & Frances Van Blaricum, 211
• McCoy St, Dodge City KS 67801

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Marillyn Albert, PO Box 52, Stratford TX

79084
John G. Atherton, 904 Sherwood Way,

Emporia KS 6680I
Keith E. Baird, 2331 W. 11 th St, Hastings,

NE 68901
Stephanie Ann Bayless, 1851 N !var Ave

Apt 106, Los Angeles CA 90028
Jimmie G. Benbrook, 1509 W Islandia

Dr, Gilbert AZ 85233
James W. Bucherie, 1525 Woodridge

Dr, Abilene TX 79605
John M. Bullock, Ryland Lakes 14 Crys

tal Dr, COVington KY 41015
Sandra Coyer, 11254 E Harvard Dr,
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Aurora CO 80014
LeRoy Hammeke. 303 W 18h• Lamed KS

675fIJ
Karon K. Hanrahan. 1807 Puye Rd.

Santa Fe NM 87f1J5
Roger Hedgeroth. 1103 Wright Ave Bx

844. Dodge City KS 6780I
Bev Howell. 916 W 5th• Lamed KS 675fIJ
Michael C. Karas. 5514 David's Bend

Dr. Sugar Land TX 77479
Mary Lou Kyle. 845 S Fremont, Spring

field MO 65804
Bill Marcussen. 6flJ5 W 132"'1 Terrace.

Overland Park: KS 66209
Katie Northrup. 9328 Westview Suite

100. Houston TX 77055
Jeffry Watson Pope. 802 E Cache la

Poudre. Colorado Springs CO 80903
Tim Renick. 941 B Cheyenne Curve.

Leavenworth KS 66048
Donna C. Roper, 1924 Bluehills Rd.

Manhattan KS 66502
Craig Silvey. 11211 S Military Tr #521.

Boynton Beach FL 33436
Kevin Stirling. 160 Juniper Road. Haver

town PA 19083
Robert Weaver. 1412 Truman St, Great

Bend KS 67530

YOUTH
Sterting Dietz. 11333 Bolas St. Los An

geles CA 90049

IL.._-..;T;.;,;;R;.;;A,;,;;;IL..;;;C;,;"A_L,;;,;EN;.;,;;D;.;,A;.;,;;R,;.-.__~
Everyone is invited to send no

tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in May, so send information
for June and later to arrive by April
20, 1999. Thank you.
Mar. 20,1999: Kansas Corral of the
Westerners, Inman KS. Contact
SheriffAnn Birney (316) 528-3580.
April 17, 1999: SFTA governing
board meeting, Santa Fe Trail Cen-

Santa Fe Trail Association
PO Box 31
VVoodston,1GS 67675

Change Service Requested
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ter, Larned.
April 24, 1999: Fort Larned Old
Guard annual meeting, program
about Cheyenne and Sioux village on
Pawnee Fork. Joint meeting with
Kansas Corral of the Westerners.
May 1-2, 1999: Santa Fe Trail Heri
tage Days, Las Vegas, NM. Call (800)
832-5947.
May 15, 1999: Kansas Corral of the
Westerners, Lecompton, KS. Con
tact Sheriff Ann Birney (316) 528
3580.
May 15, 1999: Reenactment of bat
tles of Apache Canyon and Glorieta
Pass, EI Rancho de las Golondrinas.
Call (505) 471-2261.
May 29-31, 1999: Santa Fe Trail
Days at Larned, Santa Fe Trail Cen
ter, and Fort Larned NHS.
June 4-5, 1999: WetlDry Routes
Chapter Seminar, "Trading Ranches
on the Santa Fe Trail," at Fort Dodge
KS.
June 5, 1999: National Trails Day.
For planning materials contact
American Hiking Society, 1422 Fen
wick Ln, Silver Spring MD 20910.
June 19, 1999: Kid's Quarters,
Bent's Old Fort. Call (719) 383-5010.
June 19, 1999: Tour First Fort Un
ion. Call (505) 425·8025.
July 4, 1999: Old Time Independ
ence Day, Fort Larned NHS.
July 4, 1999: Hispanic Fiesta, Las
Vegas NM, (800) 832-5947.
July 10-18, 1999: Santa Fe Trail
Rendezvous, NRA Whittington Cen
ter, Raton NM, (800) 638-6161.
July 17, 1999: Cultural Encounters
on the Santa Fe Trail, Fort Union
National Monument, 505·425·8025.
July 30-Aug. 1, 1999: Santa Fe
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Trail Encampment, Bent's Old Fort.
Call (719) 383-5010.
Sept. ll-Oct. 1, 1999: 10th Annual
SFT bicycle trek. Contact Willard
Chilcott (505) 982-1282 or <Chilcott
1@aol.com>.
Sept. 23-26, 1999: SFTA Sympo
sium, Council Grove KS. Contact
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.

FROM THE EDITOR
If the mailing label below shows

your membership expiration as Dec
1998, this will be your last issue of
WT. Your membership is essential to
the continued workofSFTA, and the
historic Trail deserves your support.
Please take care of it today. Sympo
sium registration will be sent to all
SFTA members in the May issue.
You will not want to miss that.

It is time to submit nominations
for officers and awards. See direc
tions and deadlines in this issue.

Those submitting items to WT are
reminded that good, relevant photo
graphs add much. We can not pub
lish all that are sent, but we need a
supply from which to select. No pho
tographs were available for this is
sue. Please identify all people in a
photo. Pictures will be returned on
request.

There are many fine events sched
uled along the Trail this year. Attend
all you can. We hope to meet you at
some of these activities. As chairman
ofthe Fort Larned Old Guard, I espe
cially invite you to attend the annual
meeting on April 24.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva

NONPROFIT ORGANIZAnON
u.s. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 2

WOODSTON KS 67675
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WILLIAM ANDERSON THORNTON

DIARY Of WILLIAM
ANDERSON THORNTON:

MILITARY SERVICE ON THE
TRAIL AND IN NEW MEX
ICO, 1855-1856, PART I

Transcribed by Stephen Clyde Blair
and Bonita M. Oliva

WILLIAM A. Thornton was born in
Albany, NY, in 1802. He graduated
from the U. S. Military Academy at
West Point, NY, in 1825, and was ap
pointed second lieutenant in the
Fourth Artillery. Following artillery
training at Fort Monroe, VA, he
helped survey the Dismal Swamp
Canal in 1826. He was an instructor
at West Point, 1826-1829. He was on
ordnance duty at Watertown Arse
nal, MA, 1829-1831, and instructed
at the Artillery School for Practice at
Fort Monroe, 1831-1832. He accom
panied the Black Hawk Expedition
in 1832. He was stationed at Char
leston Harbor, SC, 1832-1833, dur
ing South Carolina's threatened nul
lification, and was on duty at Wa
tervliet Arsenal, NY, 1833-1836.

Promoted to first lieutenant in
1835, Thornton performed quarter
master duty during the Florida War,
1836-1837, after which he was sta
tioned at various arsenals. He was
promoted to captain of ordnance in
1838 and commanded several arse
nals. He was also Inspector of Con
tract Arms, 1840-1854. He received
the rank of brevet major in 1848.
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SfTA ELECTION BALLOTS
DUE JULY 15

THE nominating committee (Anne
Mallinson, chair, Morris Alexander,
and Lolly Ming) submits the follow
ing slate for officers and directors.
Information about each candidate
and the mail-in ballot are inserted in
this issue. Please take the time to
vote, and return the ballot to Secre
tary Ruth Olson Peters no later than
July 15, 1999.
President (2-year term): Margaret

Sears, Santa Fe
Vice-President (2-year term): Sam'l

Arnold, Denver
At-Large Director (4-year term, vote

for one): Anna Belle Cartwright,
Kansas City MO; Jack William
Nelson, Grand Junction CO

Colorado Director (4-year term): Phil
Petersen, La Junta

Kansas Director (4-year term, vote
for one): Helen Brown, Elkhart;
Glenda Sours, Olathe

Missouri Director (4-year term, vote
for one): John Atkinson, St. Jo
seph; Nancy Lewis, Blue Springs

New Mexico Director (4-year term):
Faye Gaines, Point of Rocks
Ranch

Oklahoma Director (4-year term,): E.
A. "Mike" Slater, Alva

SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM
by Jan White

(Jan White, Council Grove, member
of SFTA and Heart of the Flint Hills
Chapter, is in charge of publicity for
the 1999 symposium.)

ONCE again American Indians and
Santa Fe Trail travelers will meet in
'The Grove" during the SFTA Sym
posium at Council Grove: "Treaties,
Trails, and Traders," September 23
26, 1999. Presenters include retired
United States Senator Nancy Kasse
baum Baker, the Chairperson of the
Kaw Nation Wanda Stone, and many
noted historians and authors.

On Saturday evening a cast and
crew of over 100 people will present
''Voices of the Wind People," an out
door pageant celebrating the histori
cal significance of Council Grove.
The pageant, set in the Old Riverbed
Amphitheater near the Neosho River
Crossing of the Santa Fe Trail, fea
tures the history of the Trail, early
day Council Grove, and the Kaw (or
Kansa) people for whom the state is
named. It is preceded by a trail feed
in the grove where the treaty with
the Osage Nation, arranged by the
Sibley survey party, was signed in
1825, granting safe passage for Trail
travelers through their land.

Ron Parks, former curator of the
Kaw Mission State Historical Site,
created the pageant to bring alive
the past from a cultural perspective.
It is a multi-media presentation,
combining living-history scenes, a
slide show, and singing and dancing
performances by the cast. The pag
eant also features the 1821 Becknell
pack train, a wagon caravan, the
signing of the 1825 treaty, trading at
the old Seth Hays store, an ice cream
social set in old Council Grove, a

(continued on page 4)
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

AMONG the special perks attached
to SFTA board membership are the
frequent opportunities to head to
Larned. Such was the case when
Faye Gaines, Stephen Whitmore,
and I drove to the midyear board
meeting last month. These drives
usually involve stops at Trail sites.
This time we selected Morton
County Museum at Elkhart, KS,
once again to view the splendid Trail
exhibit. Farther up the road we
drove through Fort Dodge, and a few
miles beyond viewed the Coronado
Cross and gazed across the Kansas
bottomlands toward the lower cross
ing ofthe Arkansas River. At Offerle
we checked out the fine mural on the
side of the local cafe. Both going and
coming, we looked for the WetlDry
markers along the highway. En
route home we took time to swing by
the contemporary sculpture, "The
Plainswoman," on the Dodge City
Community College campus. Fi
nally, we stopped at Wolf Mountain
in Oklahoma where we saw fine ruts.

Each ofthese stops, as on past ex
cursions, produced its own special
experience. Such experiences are be
ing repeated continuously this year
as SFTA members and others race
up and down the Trail searching for
locations where their Traveler's Cre
dential can be stamped. This project
is rapidly gaining momentum, and
while getting another stamp which
brings one closer to a sumptuous din
ner at Sam Arnold's Fort Restaurant
is on all travelers' minds, it is the
wonder of standing in a rut or roam
ing about ruins that compels us to
make the journey. If you have not
been out on the Trail yet this year,
get going before Y2K hits us!

Elsewhere in Wagon Tracks you
can read more about that April board
meeting, but several items are worth
noting here. Jane Elder, SFTA's
webmaster, gave us a preview of
what has been done, what is coming,
and the help that will be needed to
produce a superior SFTA web page.

SFTA achieved a significant mile
stone by jointly arranging college
credit with Emporia State Univer
sity at Symposium '99. This puts us
in the league with professional or
ganizations that regularly offer con
tinuing education courses at their
conferences for their members' pro-
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fessional advancement. Many of us
in SFTA no longer need to worry
about that, but think what we are
providing to those who must. This is
a major accomplishment, and we
thank Joanne VanCoevern for the
inspiration behind it and SFTA
member Joyce Thierer of Emporia
State University who will be the in
structor.

David Gaines, superintendent of
the National Park Service Long Dis
tance Trails Group Office, an
nounced that the FY99 Challenge
Cost-Share Program applications is
now open. There is not much time
before the June deadline, so if you
have a project that needs funding,
contact John Conoboy at 505-988
6733 immediately. Undoubtedly,
there are numerous improvements
needed along the Trail: interpretive
markers and wayside exhibits, ar
chaeological surveys, and, high on
the list, school curriculum packages.
Chapter presidents have copies of
the CCSP Guidelines. Peruse them
carefully to see how your plans to im
prove the Trail in your area can take
a huge leap forward with CCSP
funding. Then, call John.

Member Marie Belt from Califor
nia offered an intriguing idea. She
suggested that SFTA provide a
cemetery for those who wish their fi
nal resting place to be beside the
Trail. Someone else suggested that
SFTA could offer a place for cre
mated remains or provide a service
to scatter ashes over the Trail. This
sounded good to the board, and Anne
Mallinson and Joanne VanCoevern
quickly volunteered to explore the
idea. Ifanyone else wishes to join the
team, let me hear from you.

Project Compadres, with Anna
Belle Cartwright at the helm, is mov
ing along at a good clip. She is col
lecting a treasure-trove of informa
tion about the 49 museums along the
Trail, which will permanently bene
fit the Trail and SFTA. For example,
only four of these museum buildings
were built for this purpose. It was
hoped that a progress report would
appear in this issue, but she is on the
road again, visiting museums in
west Kansas, Oklahoma, and Clay
ton, NM. We will expect to hear from
her in the August issue.

Your nominating committee has
completed a slate, and it is now the
duty of all members to vote. See the
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information about the nominees ac
companying this issue and return
the ballot by July 15.

It pains me once again to report
the death of a "family" member. Pete
Gaines, owner with wife, Faye, of
New Mexico's Santa Fe Trail jewel in
the crown-Point of Rocks-died
March 26. Pete and Faye have been
model Trail landowners. Their exem
plary support of SFTA and unwaver
ing stewardship of the Point and all
about it, have kept us mindful of
what it is that draws us to the Trail.
That was ever-present during the
services for Pete, which were held at
the base of the Point. Who could not
help but be moved while gazing at
that jumbled mass of rocks as we
said good-bye to a dear friend. I am
sure Pete's spirit is hovering about
the ranch, and when we stop to say
hello to Faye and visit the Point,
Pete will be our companion and
guide.

-Margaret Sears

PETE GAINES

Garrett Edward Gaines, known to
his friends as "Pete," was born Octo
ber 2, 1924, in Lamesa, Texas. He
died March 26, 1999. He lived most
of his life on his beloved ranch at the
Point of Rocks, New Mexico. Pete at
tended school at Wheatland and
graduated from the Farley School.
He proudly served his country in the
U. S. Army in World War II as a
tanker. He married Olive Faye Grif
feth of Springer, NM, on December
23, 1944, and as a partner with her
operated the Point of Rocks Ranch
until his death.

Pete served as a Colfax County
Commissioner for 8 years. During
his term the Colfax County Hospital
was built. He was instrumental in
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obtaining telephone, television, and
a rural fire department in the Farley
area. He served as Colfax County
Farm Bureau President, was a mem
ber of the VFW, American Legion,
and the Santa Fe Trail Association.

As the Santa Fe Trail ran through
his land, so too did it run through his
blood. His mother was from the Wa
trous area along the Trail and before
Pete was born moved to Colfax Coun
try. The Point ofRocks Ranch was an
important Santa Fe Trail site with
an ever-present spring and good
campgrounds. Pete opened his ranch
and heart to people from around the
world who were interested in the site
and shared his knowledge and love of
New Mexico history, geology, and
stories of his life.

Pete was a kind and gentle man
who dearly loved his family, friends,
and fellowship with God every day as
he worked on his ranch. Pete is now
part of the land he loved. As people
visit the Point of Rocks they will still
be welcomed by Pete Gaines, whose
spirit now forever resides there. Me
morialservices were held at Point of
Rock Ranch Wednesday, March 31.

He is missed by the family and un
counted friends. Sympathy is ex
tended to his family. Should friends
desire, memorial contributions may
be made to the charity of their
choice.

Faye thanks everyone who sent
cards, extending love and sympathy
to her and the family. She says, "It
means so much and is greatly appre
ciated."

SFTA BOARD MEETING
by Ruth Olson Peters, Secretary

THE SFTA board met at the Santa
Fe Trail Center, Larned, KS, on
Apri117, 1999. All members were
present, except Sam Arnold, Morris
Alexander, David Hutchison, and
Mary Gamble, and there were se
veral guests. A summary of the
meeting follows.

Officer and committee reports
were received and accepted. A com
mittee was authorized to recommend
a policy for exhibitors at sympo
siums. Another committee will study
a proposal to sell the SFTA member
ship list. The proposal to establish a
cemetery on the Trail and/or provide
a service of dispersing cremated re
mains at Trail sites was assigned to
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a special committee.
The marker committee was di

rected to approve requests for new
markers only after the mapping is
completed for that location. Member
ship is down because of nonrenew
als, but there have been 90 new
members this year. New efforts are
needed to keep old members and to
develop business memberships. The
policy of an additional registration
fee for nonmembers was waived for
the Council Grove symposium.

The Organization Task Force
(Jane Mallinson, chair, Virginia
Fisher, Leo Oliva, Mike Olsen, Ra
mon Powers, and Marc Simmons)
completed its assignment with the
following recommendations for
board consideration: (1) establish
chapter boundaries solely for pur
poses of mapping and marking, (2)
re-evaluate the life membership cat
egory, (3) establish an endowment
fund, (4) remove ambassador section
from bylaws and assign it to awards
committee, (5) see that national
press releases are sent to all chap
ters, (6) combine Trail states ofOkla
homa and Texas and have one repre
sentative on the board from each
state, (7) employee a webmaster for
the SFTA web page, and (8) consider
possibility of an internet chapter.
The task force was thanked and dis
charged.

Jane Elder, current webmaster,
explained the SFTA web page and
asked for policy recommendations.
The SFTA address is <www.santafe
trail.org>. Jane may be reached at
<jelder@mail.smu.edu>.

David Gaines reported on the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail,
noting that cost-share applications
are due in June. Anna Belle Cart
wright explained the Compadres
Project, a survey of museums along
the Trail. Ross Marshall reported on
the Partnership meeting.

More work will be put into estate
planning. SFTA member Mike Pat
terson, director of planned giving at
Trinity University in San Antoinio,
TX, has offered to assist with this ef
fort.

The SymposiumlRendezvous Re
view Task Force (Steve Linderer,
chair, Helen Brown, Nancy Lewis,
and Ruth Olson Peters) completed
its assignment and recommended
that the dates for both events be in
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late September. The board accepted
this recommendation, and the com
mittee was discharged.

The board approved purchase of
general liability insurance for SFTA
and all chapters and special liability
insurance for directors and officers.
A revised budget was adopted. The
board adopted a policy that any reve
nue surplus from a symposium will
be divided equally between the spon
soring chapter and SFTA, and in
case of a revenue shortfall SFTA will
stand the full loss.

The speakers' bureau is being re
vitalized, and more information will
be available soon. Following com
ments from the audience, the meet
ing adjourned.

SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM
(continued from page I)

Kaw Indian village, and the final re
moval of the Kaws from Kansas.

The narration shifts back and
forth between the principal chief of
the Kaw from 1867 to 1883, ChiefAI
le-ga-wa-ho, and the Indian-trader
founding father of Council Grove,
Seth Hays. Wife of the missionary
teacher at the Kaw Mission, Eliza
Huffaker, narrates the ice cream so
cial scene, describing life in the bus
tling Trail town.

The Kaw Nation of Oklahoma has
officially endorsed the program and
provides tribal members as actors
and dancers. Luther Pepper, vice
chairman of the Kaw Nation, nar
rates the story of his great-grandfa
ther Chief AI-le-ga-wa-ho.

Other SFTA members are Direc
tor Joe Glotzbach, drama coach at
Council Grove High School, and
Wagonmaster Don Cress, well
known local Trail historian.

The pageant will be a highlight,
but participants will be busy every
day. On Thursday evening they will
dine on the banks of the Neosho
River overlooking the SFT crossing.
After dinner they will move to the
StellalRitz Theater for the evening
SFTA meeting, awards presentation,
introductory talk on treaties, and the
Trail-side Jamboree featuring Les
Gilliam, the Oklahoma Balladeer.
Gilliam backed up by the BJ 4 Band
will sing songs of the American Cow
boy.

A dinner at the nationally ac
claimed Hays House precedes the
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Friday evening entertainment for
participants. The Hays House
stands on the original site of the log
cabin built by licensed Indian trader
Seth Hays in 1847. In 1857, Hays
moved the cabin to his ranch and
built the Hays House. Currently
owned by Rick and Aliaa Paul, it was
restored in 1974 by SFTA members
Charlie and Helen Judd. There will
be two seatings for dinner, featuring
their famous brisket, before the pro·
gram. Local merchants will remain
open for browsing and shopping un
til show time.

The Friday night entertainment
features Jim Hoy, noted Kansas folk
10rist from Emporia State Univer
sity, who will illustrate the story of
the Kansas cowboy through folk
songs and tales, and Don Coldsmith,
nationally known author of histori
cal fiction set in the Flint Hills, who
will present an overview of the Trail
as it relates to regional history.

Sunday morning circuit rider
Rosey Clymer, Methodist lay minis
ter, will conduct an ecumenical
church service at the Old Stone Barn
one mile east of Council Grove, fol
lowing an optional Trail breakfast.

Senator Nancy Kassebaum Baker
will review the working of the public
/private partnership that made the
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve
possible. After a presentation on the
plans for the park by park rangers,
participants are urged to tour the
park on their own at the conclusion
of the symposium. The park is 16
miles south of Council Grove on
State Highway 177.

The registration fee covers even
ing meals, entertainment, and his
torical and informative presenta
tions. Tours, noon meals, and Sun
day breakfast are optional at an ad
ditional charge. Partial funding for
the symposium is provided through a
grant from the Kansas Humanities
CounciL An article describing the op
tional tours in detail is in this issue.

The Symposium Book Store, open
during Friday and Saturday, fea
tures publications about the Trail,
books by presenters, and works of
art. The paintings of noted artist
Charles Goslin will be displayed.
Many of his paintings have been in·
corporated in the wayside exhibit
signage at the 10 National Park
Service sites in Council Grove.
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A demonstration of the Santa Fe
Trail school computer project will be
held Thursday at the Stella Theater,
and a demonstration setup will be on
display at the Book Store. Persons
interested in having their work for
sale or on display in the Book Store
should contact Betty Barker, D 27
Lake Rd, Council Grove 66846, or by
phone at 316-767-6683.

Additional presenters are William
McKale, curatorlhistorian of the U.S.
Cavalry Museum at Fort Riley; Dr.
James O. Selby, retired school su
perintendent; Katie Davis Gardner,
curator/assistant director of the
Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum;
Kansas State Historical Society ar
cheologist Randall M. Thies; Thomas
A. Witty, retired Kansas State ar
cheologist; Dr. Donna Roper, adjunct
associate professor of anthropology
at Kansas State University; Dr.
Homer Socolofsky, professor emeri
tus of history at Kansas State Uni
versity; Dr. Ron McCoy, professor
and director of the Center for Great
Plains Studies at Emporia State
University; Robert K. Blasing, area
archeologist for Texas-Oklahoma Of·
fice of the U.s. Bureau of Reclama
tion; Dr. Sara Tucker, professor of
history at Washburn University;
Kenneth W. McClintock, Council
Grove attorney and local historian;
and Kelley Kindscher, ethnobotanist
of the Kansas Biological Survey.

College credit is available in con
junction with the symposium
through Emporia State University.
The admission office is at 12th and
Commercial Street, Emporia KS
66801. The phone number for addi
tional information is 877-444-8777.

Registration forms will be mailed
in early June to all SFTA members.
For additional forms and informa
tion, contact Shirley Rees, 427 W.
Main St, Council Grove, KS 66846 or
316-767-6293. For lodging informa
tion, contact the Council GrovelMor
ris County Convention and Visitors
Bureau 212 W Main St, e-mail at
www.visitorS®councilgrove.com. fax
316-767-5553, or phone 800-732
9211. Camping information at the
Council Grove Reservoir is found in a
separate article in this issue.

Everyone is urged to bring their
lawn chairs because most evening
activities take place at Trail sites.
Hay bales will be available for seat
ing.

May 1999



SYMPOSIUM TOURS
by Doris Cress

(SFTA member Doris Cress, Council
Grove, is a member of the Heart ofthe
Flint Hills Chapter and serves on the
symposium committee.)

TOURS will be a major part of the
1999 SFTA Symposium at Council
Grove, September 23-26, 1999. All
will be by bus, with a tour guide. The
noon lunch is provided for those go
ing on the out-of-town tours. Cost of
the tours, including lunch, is $15.

The Thursday morning tour of
Fort Riley will leave at 10:35 from
the Congregational Church. Fort
Riley is a military post that was es
tablished in 1853 to provide protec
tion for both the Santa Fe Trail and
the Oregon Trail. The fort is an ac
tive major military installation.
Lunch will be at 11:30 at Riley's res
taurant. A speaker will tell you
about the connection between Fort
Riley and the Santa Fe Trail. Follow
ing the talk, there will be a bus tour
of the historic area of the post and a
tour of the U.S. Cavalry museum.
The round trip is about 80 miles. You
will be back in Council Grove about
4:00p.m.

Friday and Saturday morning
tours of sites on the Trail, east and
west of Council Grove, will leave at
10:45 a.m. from the high school bus
yard. The west tour will go directly to
the town ofLost Springs where lunch
will be provided at a Mexican cafe.
The group will visit Trail sites and
ruts starting two miles west of town
at the Lost Spring. Six Mile Stage
Station and crossing will be the next
stop. A DAR marker and remains of
the building are still there. Next stop
will be the famous Diamond Spring
where there is a DAR marker and
the spring from which water still
flows at the rate of 400 to 500 gallons
per minute. The tour guide will pro
vide interesting information about
the spring and surrounding area.
This site is on the Diamond Spring
Ranch and accessible only by permis
sion. The next sites visited will be
the stone corral and Trail ruts.

Near Council Grove is the newly
reset DAR marker. Those who go on
the Saturday tour will take part in
the rededication of the marker. The
round trip will be about 80 miles.
You will be back in Council Grove
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about 5:00 p.m.
The east tour bus will go directly

to Burlingame, KS, where lunch will
be served at the Federated Church.
Steve Dobson will tell about the
Harris-McGee Stage Station which
was several miles east of Burling
ame. Following his talk the buses
will follow the Trail back to Council
Grove, with a view of the Havana
Stage Station, Private Samuel
Hunt's grave, the remains of the
town ofWilmington, many trail ruts,
the remains of a dugout, and 142
Mile Creek where Charles Withing
ton had a store, stage stop, and
blacksmith shop. Information will be
given about Arthur Baker and
Bloody Bill Anderson and Big John
and the Fremont Spring area. The
round trip will be about 90 miles.
You will be back in Council Grove
about 5:00 p.m.

Bus tours of Council Grove sites
and museums will leave from the
high school bus lot at 1:30 p.m.
Thursday through Saturday. Each
bus will have a tour guide. The cost is
$6.00. The time will be about two
hours.

Sign-up for all tours will be on the
registration forms sent out in June.
For those not going on a tour, there
will be lectures to attend, the book
and art room to visit, and a special
exhibit at the Kaw Mission Museum
at 500 N. Mission.

CAMPING OPPORTUNITIES AT
COUNCIL GROVE RESERVOIR
COUNCIL Grove Reservoir has one
of the most beautifully landscaped
facilities in the Tulsa District Corps
of Engineers lake system. Situated
only one-half mile north of town, this
3,200-acre lake is known for its out
standing facilities and friendly man
agement.

A total of 46 camping sites have
been set aside for the SFTA Sympo
sium in three different areas. Each
camp area has a central group shel
ter surrounded by campsites.

Canning Creek Group Shelter #1
has 50-amp service with water and
sewer hookups. The other two shel
ters, Santa Fe Trail and Canning
Creek #2, have 30-amp service and
water hookups.

Reservations may be made for the
group campsites by calling the Coun
cil Grove Corps Lake Office at 316-
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767-5195. Individual campsite reser
vations can be made through the Na
tional Recreation Reservation Sys
tem, toll free, 1-877-444-6777.

Rick Sellers, lake manager, notes
that the lake office has brochures
available describing the sites and
can answer questions concerning
campsites and facilities.

CHAPTER BOUNDARIES
by Carlton R. Damonte

(SFTA member Damonte is former
president of the End of the Trail
Chapter and is chair of the ad hoc
committee on boundaries.)

SFTA does not have a chapter
boundary policy. Initially, as new
chapters were formed, boundaries
were not a matter ofconcern. As a re
sult, some confusion now exists over
the boundaries between most chap
ters. In many cases they are vague,
overlapping, or nonexistent. Several
chapters share portions of the Trail
and cooperate in watching over it.

This was not an important issue
until Phil Petersen's mapping com
mittee attempted to determine who
should be mapping what sections of
the Trail network. To resolve this
situation, SFTA President Margaret
Sears has asked Jeff Trotman,
Wagonbed Springs Chapter, and
Carl Damonte, End of the Trail
Chapter, to serve as the chapter
boundaries ad hoc committee and
work with chapters to clearly define
their boundaries for mapping pur
poses only.

For mapping purposes, the intent
is to encourage each chapter to re
view its traditional boundaries and
establish precise boundaries in coop
eration with neighboring chapters
for mapping purposes, in order to in
sure that no overlap or open seg
ments of the Trail remain in the
mapping project.

The ultimate goal is to have every
county through which the Trail
passes to be mapped by a chapter. A
letter addressing this matter was
sent to each chapter president on
March 7, 1999. A timely response to
the ad hoc committee will be greatly
appreciated so that a final report
may be presented to the September
board meeting. This will facilitate
the work of the mapping committee
and assure that no portion of the
Trail is omitted.
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NPS CHALLENGE COST·
SHARE PROGRAM·1999

CONGRESS has provided funding
to the National Park Service for
Challenge Cost-Share projects.
Through the efforts of the Partner
ship for the National Trails System,
the national historic trails and na
tional scenic trails receive about
$600,000 under this program. Over
the past several years a number of
projects along the Santa Fe Trail
have benefited from the program, in
cluding the murals at the National
Frontier Trails Center; a wayside ex
hibit at Fort Osage; remote sensing
archeology at Boggsville, CO; paint
ing of the Alexander Majors house;
and about 20 other projects. The
most recent project to receive fund
ing is Anna Belle Cartwright's mu
seum survey for the Santa Fe Trail
Association (project Compadres).

Challenge Cost-Share funds are
not a grant but are funds for mutu
ally agreed upon national historic
trail projects, which require a 50-50
match of federal and nonfederal
funding. The nonfederal match can
include the value of volunteer time
and other in-kind services, such as
donated equipment and supplies.
Projects should support the pro
grams and goals of the Santa Fe Na
tional Historic Trail as set forth in
the Comprehensive Management
and Use Plan. Site specific projects
can, generally, only be funded for
certified sites. Projects can be re
lated to resource protection and
management, visitor use facilities,
interpretation, education, or re
search. Ifyou have a possible project,
even if you are not sure your project
will qualify, initial contact must be
made with John Conoboy at the Long
Distance Trails Group Office in
Santa Fe by June 1. John will assist
you in completing the application in
time to meet the June 30 deadline.

The is a short deadline, but it is
highly likely that funding for this
program will continue in the future.
Now is a good time to think about fu
ture year projects.

You can reach the National Park
Service Long Distance Trails Group
Office at PO Box 728, Santa Fe, New
Mexico 87504-0728, by phone at 505
988-6888, by fax at 505-986-5214, or
bye-mail at lodi_administration@
nps.gov.
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Troll marker on Camino Pinones. with
George Myers and grandsons. I to r.
Eric. Blake. and Reese.

TRAIL CROSSING MARKERS
GO UP IN SANTA FE

ON February 26, 1999, four years
minus two days from the day the
project began, 18 Santa Fe Trail
crossing markers were erected along
southeast Santa Fe streets by the
Santa Fe Public Works Department.
Initially, the End of the Trail Chap
ter Marker Committee, which man
aged the project, set completion date
during the 175th anniversary of the
Trail. However, the complexity of the
job precluded such an ambitious
goal.

The marker design, which incor
porates the National Park Service
Santa Fe National Historic Trail
logo, was adopted by the SFTA
Board of Directors on May 30, 1996,
as the standard for urban and rural
rights-of-way signage.

Funding for the project was ob
tained through the Federal Highway
Administration's scenic byways pro
gram. FHWA underwrote 80 percent
ofthe cost, with the balance matched
by the chapter. The City of Santa Fe
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will assume ongoing maintenance of
the signs. A dedication ceremony is
scheduled on July 11, 1999, during
which the markers will be formally
presented to the city.

FORT LEARNED
-TEACHERS' TRADING POST

Karla French. Editor
Chris Day and Marcia Fox of

Wamego, KS, have brought life on
the Santa Fe Trail alive for nearly
500 students and are preparing to do
so for another 86 students and 18
sponsors for 11 days this summer.
The highlight of the project is the
semiannual trek down the Trail to
visit the sites that they learned
about in the classroom. So far these
intrepid educators have completed
eight trips to Santa Fe (and one trip
on part of the Oregon Trail.)

SFTA members Day and Fox set
up a program that allows any fifth
or sixth-grade student in the Wame
go school system to go on the 10-12
day trip, following the path of the
traders. Every other summer the
group follows the Cimarron and
Mountain routes to and from Santa
Fe. During the preceding two school
years, the students have the oppor
tunity to raise money for their trip.

All of the fund raising, organiza
tion, itinerary, travel arrangements,
programs, and sponsors are handled
by these two teachers and the able
helpers they have gathered together
over the years. Their biggest fund
raiser is Tupperware sales. They
hold the record for the most sales in
the Kansas and Oklahoma division.

Chris Day teaches music at West
Elementary School in Wamego. She
teaches third through fifth-grade
students Trail and Civil War songs,
games, and dances which follow
their history of western expansion
curriculum as well as the other re
quired curriculum. Music ofthe Trail
is practiced in the evening classes
just before the students leave on
their trip.

Marcia Fox is a sixth-grade
teacher at Wamego Middle School
and teaches the historical aspect of
the western expansion and history of
the Santa Fe Trail in evening classes
shortly before the trip begins. Dur
ing the year she teaches world his
tory.

Students research Trail person-
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alities and those who participate in
the trip reenact their character when
they reach the area of their historical
counterpart. Chris Day usually "ap
pears" as Marion Russell to tell
about her life on the Trail.

These teachers have made ar
rangements with private landown
ers and Trail enthusiasts in Kansas,
Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Colo
rado to share their love of the Trail
with the students. They also use vid
eos and games to enhance the educa
tional experience. In addition to
Trail sites, students visit Bandelier
National Monument, Bradbury Sci
ence Museum at Los Alamos, and
Capulin Volcano. Their studies en
compass prehistoric times to the
atomic bomb.

Taking a large group of adole
scents and sponsors on a trip of this
magnitude requires much advance
planning. Teachers wanting to take
students on such a trip would do well
to obtain adult support early in the
project. There are many opportun
ities for students to raise money for
such a trip.

The students camp in regular
campgrounds and prepare their own
meals. This requires considerable
equipment, which these Wamego
teachers have accumulated over the
years from donations and purchases
so that subsequent trips are easier to
arrange. Younger elementary stu
dents look forward to the time when
they will be old enough to participate
in the Santa Fe Trail "Trip" of a
lifetime.

POST OFFICE OAK

-lETTERS-

Editor:
Since the February Wagon Tracks

was mailed to me, I have decided to
renew my membership for 1999.

My great-grandfather, James Mc
Ilvain, served as a ferrier in the Un
ion Army from Kentucky. For his
service he received land just outside
Council Grove. He moved his family
there and worked as a ferrier toward
the end ofthe active use of the Trail.

I had many relatives in Council
Grove and we visited them often.
Then the elders died and the younger
ones moved away.

This year the Symposium is there.
It is unlikely that I can attend. My
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husband and traveling companion
died two years ago. My only other liv
ing relative is my son in Indianapo
lis. This is probably my last year of
membership.

I wish the Santa Fe Trail Associa
tion continued growth and success.

Lillian Sloan
1615 Bryan PI No 5
Amarillo TX 79102

Thank you. I hope an Amarillo
member will bring you to the sympo
s£um.

Editor
Editor:

I have read the February issue of
Wagon Tracks with interest. My wife
and I were particularly impressed
with the Teachers' Trading Post arti
cle. We think that Janice Klein's
work with her classes, including
such a wide range of ages, is nothing
less than wonderful. As long as we
have skilled, imaginative, and ener
getic teachers like Ms. Klein in our
public schools, we can have hope that
our children will receive the excel
lent education that they deserve.

E. Donald Kaye
Sky House

1021 Stagecoach Road
Santa Fe NM 87501

Janice Klein received the SFTA
Educator's Award at the 1997sympo
sium, a small honor for the great job
she is doing.

Editor

THE WAGON TONGUE

-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-

In reference to the article "Rail
roads and the Santa Fe Trail: A
Transition in Technology" by Freder
ick Friedman which appeared in the
February 1999 issue of Wagon
Tracks, Friedman is in error about
the size of the 1880 boxcar, which
was typically 30 to 36 feet in length
instead of 40 feet. I found a couple of
other errors. Standard gauge track is
56.5, not 57.5 inches as stated on
page 20.

Also on page 20, the U.S. mainline
trackage figures are in error for
1890, which was 163,605 instead of
93,000 miles (1887 was the year of
greatest construction) and 1920 was
252,865 instead of 234,000 miles.

Also, on that page the weight of a
3000 h.p. diesel locomotive is about
195 tons maximum for a six-axle SD-
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40 and 140 tons for a four-axle GP40.
If it is a comparison with a steam lo
comotive, a 2-8-2 similar to the
AT&SF 3160/4000 classes which de
veloped about 3000 h.p. weighed 168
tons without tender. A loaded
tender's weight varied, obviously,
depending on its size. A 12,000
gallon water/4000-gallon fuel oil
tender weighed about 120 tons
loaded, but locomotive weights were
never based on a fully loaded tender.
Anyway, if he is talking about a
medium-size steam locomotive, with
a loaded tender, the weight of 300
tons is almost right. Since the state
ment is "Is guided by," one would
think the comparison was with a
present-day diesel, and the weight is
way off.

The statement about an eight-car
freight train is subject to so many
variables-such an arbitrary figure
should not have been made. The old
est Santa Fe tonnage ratings I have
are for 1927, at which time all of the
old 4-4-0s of the 1870s had been su
perseded. Some figures for the 221
class 4-6-0s built in 1891, with
18,900 pounds tractive force, show
ratings of 590 tons on one-percent
grade. Between Dodge City and La
Junta, ratings were 650 tons west
and 850 tons east.The 4-4-0s of the
1870s had from 10,800 to 14,200
tractive force so they would have
handled about 370 to 480 tons west
between Dodge City and La Junta,
and 480 to 640 tons east. With the
small cars of that time, a 4-4-0 could
bring 30 cars of livestock into Dodge
City, and probably take 30 empty
stock cars west. On the 3.6% grade of
Raton Pass, after the switch back
was eliminated, a 900/1600 class 2
10-2 with 74,800 pounds tractive
force could handle only 650 tons, but
of course helper engines were used
and probably were also used in the
1870s. Maybe a 4-4-0 could have
handled 8 empties up the Pass sin
gle, but hardly more. So, to make a
statement that railroad trains of
that era were commonly at least 8
cars in length is a rather nebulous
statement with little meaning.

Otherwise, I enjoyed reading the
story and if I can help any more than
what I have written, please let me
know.

Lloyd Stagner
1402 West 5th

Newton KS 67114
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Richard Poole at the restored marker near the site of old Franklin, MO, commemo
rating the first newspaper, The Missouri 'ntelligencer and Boon's Uck Advertiser.

WE DID ITI
by Richard Poole

(SFTA members Richard and Lynn
P06le, Stillwater, OK, recently trav
eled the Trail, filled their Traveler's
Credential, and qualified for the
SFTA Traveler's Certificate and the
gift certificate for The Fort Restau
rant. Richard's enthusiastic report
should encourage others to get out on
the Trail.)

WITH the surname Poole, we are
delighted to qualify for the SFTA
Traveler's Certificate since the chair
of the Traveler's Passport Commit
tee is Joy Poole (official "Mother of
the Santa Fe Trail Association"). Un
fortunately, however, we have been
unable to identify any family ties to
this well-known leader. Since SFTA
has been a stimulus for our interest
in the Trail, do you think Joy, as the
Association's mother, would consider
adoption of a 71-year-old son?

My wife Lynn and I had a great
time following the Trail from New
Franklin to Santa Fe. The first half
of the Trail was traveled in February
and the second half in March. With
the exception of two intense but
short-lived snows the weather was
beautiful. The absence of foliage at
this time ofyear enabled us to clearly
identify ruts, ruins, river crossings,
etc. that are often obscured.

We followed the route outlined by
Greg Franzwa in his Maps of the
Santa Fe Trail and The Santa Fe
Trail Revisited (including all back
roads and two-tracks as well as the
maze of streets in metropolitan Kan
sas City). The foregoing guidance
was supplemented by detail on
routes and sites presented in such
helpful publications as: (1) Following
the Santa Fe Trail by Marc Sim
mons, (2) A Self Guided Auto Tour of
the Santa Fe Trail In Pawnee, Ed
wards and Ford Counties, Kansas as
marked by the WetlDry Routes
Chapter SFTA (script by David Clap
saddle), (3) "Trace of the Blues: The
Santa Fe Trail, the Blue River, and
the True Nature of the Old Trace in
Metropolitan Kansas City," by Craig
Crease, WT(Aug 1997): 8-15, and (4)
numerous other articles from Wagon
Tracks.

During our SFT exploration we
met many hospitable landowners
who gave us personal tours or per-
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mission to view swales and historic
sites on their property. Bill Seitz of
Allen, KS, and Greg Brown who lives
on the site of the Allison-Peacock
Trading Post epitomize the friendli
ness of SFT landowners we met. All
were happy to share their knowledge
of the Trail with us. We are in their
debt. As a result of our journey over
the SFT we now truly understand
Marc Simmons's renowned state
ment: "For those who follow the fad
ing wheel ruts now, the spirit of ad
venture survives and the old Santa
Fe Trail lives on."

In addition to the landowners, we
met many other friendly, helpful,
and interesting people on the Trail.
Following are a few examples. The
gentleman at the New Franklin Post
Office was pleased that we asked for
his credential stamp (he said we
were the first to request their
stamp). The Arrow Rock State His
toric Park Visitor Center was closed
for repairs so we went to the Post Of
fice in search of a stamp for our Trav
eler's Credential. A most helpful
lady at the Post Office called the
Visitor Center and they opened the
museum's back door. Mter stamping
our credential they invited us to tour
their excellent displays, which we
did even though we had been
through their center on two previous
occasions. When we stopped at the
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Cave Spring Visitor Center in Klein
Park to get a credential stamp, I was
invited to go to their conference room
to meet and visit with another Trail
traveler, Anna Belle Cartwright who
is visiting museums along the trail
for the SFTA.

The staff at the Shawnee Indian
Mission State Historic Site was most
helpful. I inquired about the Baptist
Mission that later became a stage
stop and is mentioned several times
by Charles W. Fribley in his diary of
mail trips on the SFT (starting on
page 1, WT, Aug 1998). The staff
showed us a recent picture of the
DAR marker at that site and gave us
directions. The staff said they had
just received information on the
SFTA Traveler's Credential program
and I encouraged them to partici
pate. I did use their address stamp
for our credential.

Finally, I tip my hat to the ladies
at the Cimarron Heritage Center in
Boise City, OK, who braved the re
mains of an overnight 12" snow to
give us a tour of their outstanding
displays and show us a new video
about the SFT in Cimarron County.
The foregoing are a few examples of
the many positive contacts we made
on the Trail-eontacts that made our
trip a memorable experience.

By the way, this was our third trip
over the SFT. As a result of many in-
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BENT'S FORT CHAPTER PRE
SENTS BOOKS TO SCHOOLS

THE education committee of the
Bent's Fort Chapter recently com
pleted 28 notebooks entitled The
Santa Fe Trail in Southeast Colo
rado and presented them to grade
schools in the five-county area that
the Santa Fe Trail passed through.
The notebooks contain an introduc
tion to the history and importance of
the Santa Fe Trail, a short history of
each of the four routes of the Trail
that passed through Southeast Colo
rado (Mountain Route, Cimarron
Route, Aubry Route, and the
Granada-Fort Union Military Trail),
and educational material and leaf
lets gathered from the Comanche
National Grasslands, local chambers
of commerce, Fort Lyon VA Medical
Center, and other sources.

Luella Marlman and Lolly Ming
gathered the information and leaf
lets and wrote the introduction and
histories. Luella, Lolly, Bill Marl
man, and Emery Murray put the
notebooks together and chapter
members distributed them to the
schools. The notebooks were well re
ceived by the teachers. The chapter
got many favorable comments and
thank yous for this project.

Richard Poole in Santo Fe with his stomped Traveler's Credential, beside the DAR
bronze Troll plaque on the side of a building on Santo Fe Trail street opposite La
Fonda and a few steps from the Plaza.

formative articles in WT (thank you,
Editor Oliva), and books by Sim
mons. Franzwa, William Brown, and
David Lavender (to mention a few)
and the SFT classics by Josiah
Gregg, Susan Magoffin, Marion Rus
sell, Matt Field, and James J. Webb,
we have become SFT addicts. Am
bassador Paul Bentrup must also
take partial blame for our addiction.
We were privileged to meet him on
our first trip over the Trail at Char
lie's Ruts in 1996. He took us to the
Kearny County Museum where we
met Pat Heath, and he gave us direc
tions to Indian Mound.

Based on our trip I have one sug
gestion. The people manning the in
formation desk at the Palace of the
Governors in Santa Fe were not well
acquainted with the credential pro
gram. We did however succeed in
getting them to stamp our Traveler's
Credential. Perhaps President Mar
garet Sears could touch base with
them.

Well, enough rambling. We look
forward to receiving our Traveler's
Certificate as well as the gift certifi
cate from the Fort Restaurant.

Please accept the appreciation of
two SFT addicts. We look forward to
meeting fellow Trail junkies at the
1999 Symposium in Council Grove.

NEW SAND CREEK SITE?

A bill to fund a National Park Serv
ice (NPS) study of and search for the
Sand Creek Massacre site was
pushed through Congress last fall by
Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell,
who is part Cheyenne. The search
committee, comprised of Robert Ta
bor, vice chairman of the Cheyenne
Arapaho in Oklahoma, Laird Comet
sevah of the Southern Cheyenne,
NPS coordinator Rick Frost, and rep
resentatives of the Northern Chey
enne, Northern Arapaho, land
owners, and the Colorado Historical
Society, must report their findings to
Congress by August 2000.

The search for the actual site was
stalled recently by the renewed de
bate over the disposition of artifacts
and human remains that may be at
the site. According to Colorado law,
items found at a historic site belong
to the landowner if they are not fu
nerary objects associated with the
burial of a human being.

Three potential sites ofthe massa
cre, located in Kiowa County, north
of the town of Chivington, have been
identified for further exploration by
the National Park Service, with the
cooperation of the tribes and the
Colorado Historical Society. Those
sites include the Dawson site, con
sidered historically to be where the
massacre occurred. Work at this site
during the past year did not reveal
anything conclusively. The Chey
enne consider this to be the site of
the massacre. A second site along
Sand Creek south of the Dawson site
is thought by the Arapaho to be the
massacre site.

A new site is now being consid
ered. Approximately one and one
halfmiles north ofthe Dawson site is
land owned by the Bowen family that
has never been examined by profes
sional archeologists. Over the past
year owners Chuck and Sheri Bowen
of Lamar have spent many hours re
searching books, maps, and other
historical information relating to the
incident. They have explored the lo
cation they believe to be the site with
metal detectors and uncovered sig
nificant artifacts. During the last
week in April, the Bowens shared
their information with representa
tives of the NPS and the tribes dur
ing meetings held in Lamar, CO. For
the first time, park service personnel
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RARE JACKSON COUNTY TRAIL SWALES DISCOVEREDand tribal representatives have been
granted permission to investigate
the Bowen property. Aerial photog
raphy of all the sites and core sam
pling on the Bowen site will be con
ducted.

In May the NPS plans to complete
a draft report on the extent and
location of the massacre site, based
on historical records and archives.
The next step will be archeological
work and excavation at the three
potential sites. A final report on the
location that incorporates the his
torical and archeological informa
tion collected should be completed by
August 1999, according to the NPS.

BURYING PRIVATE EASLEY
by David K. Clapsaddle

(SFTA Ambassador David Clapsad
dle, Larned KS, is program director
of the Wet!Dry Routes Chapter and
overseer of the chapter's extensive
marking program. He is a frequent
contributor to WT.)

ARRIVING at the Santa Fe Trail
crossing of Pawnee Fork on August
5. 1847, several companies of the
First Illinois Infantry, marching to
New Mexico, went into camp. Within
hours, Private Robert Easley of Com
pany C died and was buried near the
crossing, a victim ofwhat was simply
described as a "fever." The course of
the Pawnee has long since changed,
obliterating any trace of the grave.

Private Easley, however, will not
be forgotten, thanks to the Wet/Dry
Routes Chapter SFTA. A military
style tombstone, with an appropriate
inscription about· Easley's service
record, was recently placed some 500
yards northeast of the probable
grave site. The stone is located on the
east side of the U.S. 56 bridge over
the Pawnee River at the south edge
of Larned, KS.

Also at this location are two other
markers placed by the Wet/Dry
Routes Chapter: a bronze plaque
mounted on a limestone post, identi
fying Pawnee Fork Crossing, and an
interpretive marker which describes
the crossing and tells of the death
and burial of Private Easley. This is
the first of five such markers which
the chapter is installing to help the
public better understand the Wet
and Dry Routes of the Trail which
traversed the area between present
Larned and Dodge City, KS.
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JOHN Mark Lambertson, director
of the National Frontier Trails Cen
ter, Independence, MO, could
scarcely believe what he saw in
January while walking in an unfre
quented area of the historic
Bingham-Waggoner Estate located
just south of the Trails Center. He
was staring at an undulating series
of subtle parallel depressions in the
earth, with a generally north to
southwest orientation, which to
Lambertson, experienced in viewing
Trail remnants, looked like ten short
swales grown over with grass. "Trail
swales still appear from time to time
on the prairie, but to have some ap
pear so close to the heart of Inde
pendence was astounding," said
Lambertson.

The Bingham-Waggoner Estate is
directly south of Independence
Square, which placed it in the path of
freighters and other Trail travelers
who, unimpeded by fences, usually
took the most direct route possible.
By researching road records and the
recollections of the late landowner,
Harry Waggoner, Lambertson found
evidence that efforts were made to
detour Trail traffic around the estate
in 1846, nearly two decades after
Trail traffic began leaving from In
dependence. These swales are west
of Osage Street and slightly north of
Linden Street. The intersection of
these two streets forms the south
east corner of the estate property,
where there is a pronounced curved
berm of earth which resulted from
wagon use after the 1846 realign
ment of"the Santafe Road," designed
to make a detour around the eastern
and southern borders of the Bing
ham-Waggoner Estate.

Lambertson is of the opinion that
the swales, although never part ofan
official Santa Fe Road alignment,
probably reflect early local and
Santa Fe Trail traffic leaving the
crowded Independence staging area
in what was the most direct and ex
pedient route possible. Most likely
the swales developed before there
was a farm stead on the property,
and they may have been used until
the mid-1840s, depending on the ab
sence or erection of fences. It is also
probable that the 1846 Santa Fe
Road realignment and the 1848
Pleasant Street extension (along the
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west side of the Bingham-Waggoner
property), may have been attempts
to divert wagons from cutting across
the farm.

Lambertson suggests several rea
sons why these swales have re
mained undiscovered. First, it is pos
sible that members of the Waggoner
family who owned the property for
nearly a century knew the ruts ex
isted but did not consider them wor
thy of mention. Also the grounds
were preserved as a private estate,
with limited public access, for gen
erations. The activities of the Wag
goner family were focused on the
area around the house, separated
from the swales by a ravine. Second,
the swales lie on a hillside in such a
way as to be hidden from view from
all surrounding streets. The fringe of
trees to the north also blocks them
from view from the Bingham-Wag
goner residence.

Third, and perhaps most surpris
ing, Lambertson found no Trail
scholar or local historian who claims
to have walked over that hillside,
save one. Patrick O'Brien, former
Historic Preservation Officer for the
City of Independence, said he had
only visited the area in summer
when it was covered with waist-high
grass.

Finally, Trail swales have taken
on a much greater significance in re
cent years, especially in Jackson
County where they are rare. Per
haps, in the late nineteenth century,
there were several other Trail
related swales still visible in the
county, so these were not considered
particularly significant. Their quiet,
gradual demise to urban sprawl,
seen then as civic progress, would
have also coincided with the passing
of the last generation who knew of
their location.

Lambertson considers these ruts
to be significant, historically, for sev
eral reasons. First, they are located
in the very heart of Independence, a
major "jumping off' point for the
Santa Fe, Oregon, and California
trails. They are so close to the core of
Independence that, from the swales,
one can see buildings on the original
1827 town square, the very hub of
the Trail outfitting and staging area.

Second, although the swales are
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TRAIL TROUBADOUR
-TRAFFIC IN VERSE-

Sandra M. Doe, Editor

THIS column seeks quality poetry
that demonstrates authentic emo
tion, original images, and shill in
craftsmanship. Poetry, in open or
closed form. which addresses the his
tory. reali~m, romance, and diversity
of the Trail should be sent to Sandra
~L Doe. Dept. Of English, Campus
Box 32. Metropolitan State College
of Denver. PO Box 173362. Denver
CO 80217-3362.

fairly shallow in depth, they are un
usual by their sheer number-ten
providing an interesting corduroy ef
fect to the hillside.

Finally. the swales are rare. Trail
ruts are considered "sacred ground"
by those captivated by the fascin
ating history of the American West.
Only a handful of tiny swale frag
ments lie scattered across the Kan
;;as City metropolitan area, some not
easily viewed. These particular ruts
are now among the most visually
interesting ones in the region. That
they survived undetected, for per
haps a centlli"y, is not only aston
ishing but richly contributes to the
mystique of their story.

SENTIMENTAL: FORT UNION, NEW
MEXICO. IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

I crouch in the half light
before a monitor-digitizing
slides; they take me to the plains
outside Fort Union: this is how far
the Santa Fe Trail comes-
32 bits of communication, 24 bits of

color
3 mega bytes per second.

In my ears sound Los Lobos:
La Pistola y E/ Corazon,
the thrum on the bass,
the rumba of the maracas.
My heart sings eii-Ia-Ia
as I switch from PREVIEW to SCAN-AN-

IMAGE
where the sky and plains meet.
I STRETCH the slide to the mountain
undulation, the sway of thunderhead.

Blue meltaway on the plains-SA VE.
Rust roadside shrub-SA VE.
Cloudsink below hilltop-SAVE.
Straight gray stretch of highway-SA VE.
Only a few vertical fencepasts-SA VE.
Fort Union itself, adobe stonehenge-

SAVE.
Blue mountains in the distance-SA VE.

tion about gift-planning techniques
and the options which may be best
suited to the individual situation.
Upon request, he will also run illus
trations showing the specific bene
fits of various gift arrangements to
both the member and SFTA. Con
tinuing, Mike presents some estate
planning options to explore:
"Bequests: You can make provi·
Slons for a gift in your will. You can
choose to leave the Association a spe
cific amount, a special item, ... or a
specific percentage of your estate.
"Charitable Remainder Trust:
With a charitable remainder trust,
you andlor your loved ones can re
ceive an income for life, avoid capital
gains taxes, and qualify for an in
come tax deduction the year you es
tablish the trust. This type trust
pays a fixed dollar amount." You
may wish to learn about a charitable
remainder unitrust and possibilities
for increasing your annual income by
donating low-yielding stocks and se
curities.
"Charitable Lead Trust: This en
ables you to transfel' income from
your property to SFTA for a specific
period of time. The property then re
verts to you or YOUl' beneficiaries. A
lead trust provides immediate sup
port for SFT1\, while transferring as
sets to your heirs at greatly reduced
transfer tax cost.
"Qualified Retirement Plans: You
can designate SFTA to receive all or
a portion of your qualified retire
ment plan after you and your surviv
ing spouse have passed away.
"Life Insurance: You can name
SFTA as the beneficiary or contin
gent beneficiary of your life insur
ance policy." There are other strate
gies in this option, as well as possible
attractive tax benefits.

If you wish to explore further
these and other ways to help SFTA
through estate planning, contact
Mike at Trinity University. 715
Stadium Dr #49, San Antonio, TX
78212, or call 210-999-7697. All cor·
respondence will be held in confi
dence for this free service. Although
Mike will help persons understand
the issues of estate planning, SFTA
reminds members to consult with
their own legal and/ol' financial
advisor when considering such gifts.
Special thanks to Mike for offering
this service to SFTA members.

-Sandra Maresh Doe

Voluminous thunderheads-SA VE.

ACQUIRE ANOTHER IMAGE fram vast
plains.

Call for PREVIEW and SCAN. ROTATE
the weedtuffs.

Dance sound of windbeat,
yip and eii-Ia-Ia of coyote and singers.

Cloud strafe like water colors-SAVE.
Green weed patch-SAVE.
Bent sunflower and purple roadside

flower-SA VE.
Trail ruts of old traders-SA VE.
ZOOM IN to wheel rut erosion-SA VE.
Little mound of earth-SA VE.
Aquf-here-SA VE.

Sentimental esperanza de mi corazon
Sentimental hope of my heart
Eii-la-Ia-Ia!

ESTATE PLANNING HELP
Mum Patterson, SFTA member
from San Antonio, Texas, saw the
estate-planning insert in the Novem
ber issue of WT and wrote to Presi
dent Margaret Sears offering to help
members interested in learning
more about making charitable gifts
to SFTA. He is director of planned
giving at Trinity University in San
Antonio. Located too far from the
Trail to participate in many activi
ties, he wrote. "I see gift planning as
a way I can offer my assistance with
out the restrictions of geography."
Mike stated: "Planned gifts are ad
vantageous regardless of age or eco
nomic circumstances. They can
provide financial resources for the
Association as well as enormous
benefits for you, the member, and
your loved ones.

"Planned gifts are donations
which you plan now to benefit the
Association at a future date. Careful
planning enables you to take imme
diate advantage of the tax laws es
tablished by the Internal Revenue
Service to encourage individuals to
make contributions to their favorite
charities and nonprofit organiza
tions, such as the SFTA.

"Planning can often result in tax
savings. thus saving you money that
you can enjoy now."

SFTA will not be directly involved
in administering estate planning-
many banking. brokerage, and fi
nancial service institutions are now
providing these services. Mike will
serve as a volunteer l'esource center
for SFTA members seeking informa-

••••
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ated on a sub-literary level by the
historical experience of a people and
thus constitute part of that inner re
ality which the work of the artist
draws on, illuminates, and ex
plains." For him "[p]rinted literature
has been from the first the most im
portant vehicle of myth in America,
which sets it apart from the mytholo
gies of the past," that is, mythologies
of prior ages which were based on
oral traditions.3

For students of American litera
ture there is a direct line from Daniel
Boone to James Fenimore Cooper's
Leatherstocking, from Kit Carson to
the dime novel and then beyond to
movies, the Lone Ranger on the ra
dio, Hopalong Cassidy on television,
and so forth. In recent years frontier
mythology, particularly that of the
trans-Mississippi West, and the lit
erature which expands it, has come
to be seen as embodying and per
petuating various contemporary
American traits from violence and
racism to anti-feminism and the
rape of the environment.4

Where do novels of the Santa Fe
Trail and the Cimarron Route fit in
here? How accurately or inaccu
rately has the history of the Trail
been reflected in a century's worth of
Santa Fe Trail novels? Have these
novels fixed certain myths, notions,
and interpretations of Trail history
in the national consciousness? Has
the actual history of the Trail itself,
as understood and written by histori
ans, journalists, and others who
should strive for the truth as it can
best be ascertained, been influenced
and reworked by the fictional ac
counts?

It is easy to overanalyze both writ
ten history and literature, twisting it
fIrst to fit this new theory and then
that. But there are deeper considera
tions. For over a hundred years, ever
since the railroad ended the Santa
Fe Trail as a commercial link be
tween New Mexico and Missouri, the
history of the Trail has been shaped
so as to reinforce a variety of myths.
These myths are readily identified.
As far as the general public has been
concerned, for example, (1) the Santa
Fe Trail ran in one direction-travel
ers went "down the Santa Fe Trail
and into Mexico;" (2) the Santa Fe

THE CIMARRON ROUTE IN FACT AND FICTION
by Michael L. Olsen

dents of Trail history serve as plot
elements. About one-third of these
novels can be classified as "ro
mances," another third as "west
erns," and the rest as general "his
torical fiction." The Cimarron Route
is the road of preference in nine of
these novels. That does not necessar
ily mean the travelers in the others
all use the Mountain Route, since
some novelists hurry the story along
and get their characters to exotic
Santa Fe in a chapter or two and so
skip whole segments of the Trail,
while in others the geography is so
confused that even an attentive
reader cannot figure out where on
the Trail events occurred.

This geographical confusion is one
element of a larger question concern
ing the relationship between fiction
and history. Obviously, a novel is a
novel, and the author is going to al
ter space and time as suits the plot.
Readers expect that. But in the mind
of many readers, some of whom do
not know the actual history upon
which a story is based, fiction be
comes reality. While this is unfortu
nate as far as historians are con
cerned, it is not of particular interest
unless the fictional past enters into a
wider public consciousness and peo
ple begin to base ethnic stereotypes,
regional characteristics, or public
policy on the fictional rather than
the historical record.

This topic has been debated for
years, especially with reference to
the American frontier. The analysis
goes far beyond the assertion of the
historian Frederick Jackson Turner
that the frontier experience was the
defming activity in the creation of
the United States, its peoples, and
their perception of their national
past. The frontier experience, it has
been argued, only created certain
myths which are somewhat tenu
ously identified in the national con
sciousness. It is the literature of the
nation that fixed these myths,
shaped them, built on them, and re
worked them for a national audi
ence.

The literary critic Richard Slot
kin, in his Regeneration Through
Violence, The Mythology of the
American Frontier, 1600-1800, as
serts that, "[t]rue myths are gener-

(Mike Olsen is professor of history at
New Mexico Highlands University,
Las Vegas, and former vice-president
of SFTA. He has compiled lists of
published fiction about the Trail
which have appeared in WT. The fol
lowing was his presentation at the
1997 symposium.)

THE situation looks grave for Mar
tin Collins and Dona Mercedes de
Luna, hero and heroine of Robert
Duffus's novel Jornada. They have
just crossed the Arkansas River
ahead of the wagons of John Peyton,
Mercedes's husband, when Coman
ches attack the train as it begins to
ford the river. Figuring themselves
to be the sole survivors of the cara
van, they head out over the jornada
(stretch of the Cimarron Route be
tween the Arkansas and Cimarron
rivers) and experience the sun, heat,
and water scrapes for which it was
renowned. Only a chance meeting
with a Mexican military patrol saves
them. l

This story contains most of the ba
sic elements of travel on the jornada,
both as actual travelers related them
and as novelists for more than eighty
years have portrayed them. Since
1822, when William Becknell first
traversed portions of what would be
come the Cimarron Route of the
Santa Fe Trail, this portion of the
journey had a reputation for danger
and death. In the minds of seasoned
traders and in the legends that grew
up along the Trail, this route was
linked with that other jornada, the
Jornada del Muerto, or "Journey of
Death" along the lower Rio Grande
in New Mexico, first endured by the
Spanish colonizer Juan de Onate
and his party in 1598. What novelist,
using the Santa Fe Trail as the back
drop for a tale of deceit, intrigue,
coming of age, or romance, could re
sist the excitement of a jaunt along
the Cimarron Route?

Since the publication of John
Dunloe Carteret's A Fortune Hunter
or, The Old Stone Corral, a Tale of
the Santa Fe Trail, in 1888, more
than 75 novels set on the Santa Fe .
Trail have appeared.2 In some the
journey along the Trail encompasses
the entire book, providing plot and
characters. In others the characters
travel a portion of the Trail or inci-

12 Wagon Tracks May 1999



trade was dominated by entrepre
neurs from Missouri, beginning with
William Becknell; (3) perversely, the
Trail has also been seen as a pioneer
Trail, with a full complement of
women and children in every wagon;
(4) as one of many Western Trails,
the Santa Fe Trail has been re
garded as one of several highways by
which American democracy and val
ues were carried into the "Wilder
ness" to the edification of peoples al
ready there; and (5) from a different
geographical and ethnic perspective,
the Trail has been blamed for bring
ing to the Southwest a lot of nasty
folk who looted, pillaged, and under
mined traditional cultures and who
continue to do so today. Has Santa
Fe Trail fiction played a role in the
perpetuation of these myths and
stereotypes?

Santa Fe Trail novels which deal
with the Cimarron Route offer a con
venient and manageable means by
which to attempt an answer to this
question. These novels appeared
over an eighty-year span. The first
was Kate Aplington's Pilgrims of the
Plains, A Romance of the Santa Fe
Trail, which appeared in 1913. Set in
1844, it is the story ofDelia and John
Randall, sister and brother. He is
"poorly" and goes on the Trail to re
gain his health; she is his nurse but
finds romance and marriage with a
German artist on his way to Mexico
to sketch Aztec ruins. Interestingly,
Delia and John each read novels by
James Fenimore Cooper as they are
steaming up the Missouri River from
St. Louis.5

In 1926 Zane Grey wrote Fighting
Caravans, the first of two of his nov
els set on the Trail. The hero, Clint
Belmont, takes to the Trail at age
twelve, sees his mother killed by Co
manches. and eventually has his
own freighting company. The plot is
sustained by his attempts, over the
years, to find the heroine, May Bell,
whom he mistakenly supposes has
been kidnapped by Comanches. He
meets Kit Carson, who tells him,
"Don't ever take to drink an' cards.
An' learn that the only good Injun is
a dead one."6

Three authors published Cimar
ron Route stories in the 1930s. Zane
Grey's second Trail novel was The
Lost Wagon Train. This time the
hero is a degenerate Confederate
Civil War veteran who, with his
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gang, plans to rob Santa Fe-bound
wagon trains, taking them to his
hideout on the front range of the
Colorado Rockies where they will, in
effect, disappear. But the first time
he attacks a train he discovers it is
carrying his long-lost love from back
East, by whom he proceeds to have a
child. The love of the child reforms
him and he spends the rest of the
novel trying to thwart the activities
of the gang he created? Robert Duf
fus's Jornada, referred to above, was
published in 1935, just a few years
after he had completed his a non
fictional account ofTrail history, The
Santa Fe Trail. It is set in 1846 and,
apart from the love element, con
cerns the secret shipment of arms to
Mexico just before the Mexican
American War. Duffus draws on the
story of Albert Speyer here. In 1936
Armstrong Sperry wrote Wagons
Westward, the Old Trail to Santa Fe.
It is about a runaway teenage ap
prentice from Independence, a tale
based on the early years of Kit Car
son's life.8

Only one book set on the Cimar
ron Route was published in the
1940s, Marion McDonough's Cara
vans to Santa Fe. It too takes a page
from the life of Kit Carson. The hero,
John Wynsett, is apprenticed to a
wagon maker in St. Louis, from
whom he escapes. He and his sister
take to the Trail in search of their fa
ther, a tl'ader who disappeared on a
trip to Santa Fe ten years previously.
The plot is set in 1846-1847, and the
Wynsetts get caught up in the terror
of the Taos Rebellion.9

One of the leading writers of west
ern fiction, Clay Fisher, produced
one Cimarron Route novel, Santa Fe
Passage, in 1952. This story, too, has
a secret shipment of arms as an ele
ment of the plot, though it is set in
1839 and the reason the guns and
ammunition are being sent to Santa
Fe is not clear. It has something to do
with Governor Manuel Armijo and
his support of "a certain cultural
movement in Mexico." 10 Kit Carson
shows up and Kirby Randolph, the
hero, likens meeting him to "sort of
shaking hands with Jesus, or Jed
Smith:>ll Fisher's novels have been
much analyzed by literary and cul
tural critics, along the lines of those
of Zane Grey and Louis L'Amour.

Other 1950s novels set on the jor·
nada include Gwen Bristow's Jubilee
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Trail, and Cliff Farrell's Santa Fe
Wagon Boss. Bristow has a heroine,
Garnet Cameron, who impulsively
marries a buckskin-clad trader from
California as he visits Boston to raise
capital for buying goods. They travel
to New Orleans, then up the Missis
sippi and Missouri by steamboat,
and overland to Santa Fe and Cali
fornia by carriage and wagon. In
Santa Fe Garnet meets Manuel Ar·
mijo and describes him as "a great
big globe of sin.',12 When they reach
California Garnet's new husband is
shot by a rich Mexicano rancher
whose daughter has been made preg
nant by the husband. But, conven
iently, Garnet has fallen in love with
the now-dead husband's business
partner, so all is well. Farrell's Santa
Fe Wagon Boss takes place in 1869
and revolves around rivalry among
freighting companies at Hays City,
Kansas, the railhead. Buried treas
ure, Indian atrocities, and a cameo
appearance by Wild Bill Hickok liven
things up.13

Finally, Ralph Compton's The
Santa Fe Trail, published in 1997,
also uses the Cimarron Route as its
setting. 14 A bit more detailed look at
the plot of this novel can stand in for
all those mentioned here and serves
to introduce various elements in the
interplay between fiction and his
tory, elements which will be exam
ined below. The time is after the
Civil War, though exactly when is
not specified. Five Texans, all Con
federate veterans, are driving a herd
of 3,500 longhorns to Sedalia, Mis
souri. But the market is glutted.

Their leader, Woody Miles, sug
gests taking them to Independence
on the chance there may be someone
headed to New Mexico along the
Santa Fe Trail who wants to stock a
ranch there. Lo and behold, there is.
His name is Gladstone Pitkin. He is
a wealthy Englishman with two
fetching daughters. Pitkin not only
buys the herd, for $100,000 dollars,
but signs up the five cowboys to drive
it to New Mexico and stay on at the
ranch for five years.

Woody outfits the party. Since no
one seems to know the route of the
Santa Fe Trail or where New Mexico
is, they buy maps:

"Pit." Woody said, "why don't you
return to town with Gavin and Nip?
There should be plenty of maps of the
Santa Fe. Have you looked at any of
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them?
"Yes," said Pitkin, "and they're

somewhaf confusing. It seems there
are two different trails. One-the
mountain trail-goes through Colo
rado. The other-the desert trail is a
more direct route, by way of Fort
Dodge, and across Indian Territory's
panhandle. "

"Then ~et one of each," Woody
said.....1

At Dodge City, they decide on the
Cimarron Route. There they encoun
ter hail storms, a couple of stam
pedes, and several Indian attacks.
They do not have any water prob
lems because of "recent rains." Along
the way they meet up with the
Stubbs family, a father who was a
raider with 'Quantrill, two doltish
sons, and three lively daughters. The
romance quota is thus filled-five
cowboys and five women. In one of
the Indian attacks, two ofthe women
are kidnapped, but they are so feisty
that the Indian men who intended
raping them turn them over to In
dian women for torture and death.
Needless to say, they are rescued.

Meanwhile. Tobe Hankins, a San
ta Fe schemer and land mogul, sends
out a band ofdesperadoes to wipe out
the party and run off the cattle. It
seems Gladstone Pitkin has bought a
ranch that is plumb in the path of the
planned railroad to New Mexico, and
Hankins wants the land. All ends
happily, though. Leaving the women
and the cattle on an "upper fork of
the Pecos River" outside Santa Fe,
Pitkin and the boys ride in to town.
Hankins is holed up in his saloon off
the plaza. Woody blows it up with dy
namite, but Hankins and his gang
escape through a tunnel dug just for
this eventuality. They emerge in an
alley behind Pitkin's outfit. In the
ensuing shoot out, Hankins and all
his boys die. Romance has been in
the air ever since Pitkin's daughters
went swimming in the Neosho at
Council Grove, and every cowboy
gets a girl.

Hail storms, blizzards, buffalo
stampedes, encounters with Indians,
and water scrapes were encountered
on the Cimarron Route, not only in
fiction but in fact. The history of the
Cimarron Route as a part of the com
mercial route between Missouri and
New Mexico that is the Santa Fe
Trail began in 1822 and in some
ways continues to the present day, as
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tourists and truckers travel the high
plains of southwestern Kansas, the
Oklahoma Panhandle, and north
eastern New Mexico.

William Becknell may have
blazed portions of the Cimarron
Route on his trip to Santa Fe in 1822.
He had twenty-one men and three
wagons. His party crossed the Ar
kansas, perhaps as far east as Wal
nut Creek east of present Great
Bend or as far west as what became
known as the Lower Crossing near
present Ford, Kansas, and reached
San Miguel, New Mexico, twenty
two days later. On the return to Mis
souri, his party may have followed
more closely the route of what be
came known later as the Cimarron
Route.

The next year Stephen Cooper
and Joel P. Walker and their men,
dying of thirst on their trek across
the jornada, stumbled across a stray
buffalo and saved themselves by
drinking its blood. Despite such
hardships the route continued to
grow in popularity. Later in the
1820s such famous Trail personali
ties as Meredith M. Marmaduke,
Augustus Storrs, Robert McKnight,
and Alphonso Wetmore went to
Santa Fe via the Cimarron Route or
some portion of it. At the end of the
decade, in 1829, the famous meeting
between Mexican Colonel Jose Anto
nio Viscarra and U. S. Army Major
Bennet Riley occurred near the Up
per Crossing ofthe Arkansas (west of
present Lakin, Kansas), one of sev
eral Arkansas crossings on the Ci
marron Route. Colonel Viscarra and
200 Mexican soldiers had escorted a
train from New Mexico to the United
States border, where, after some con
fusion, Major Riley with a battalion
of Sixth Infantry met them. 16

Wagon trains regularly used the
Cimarron Route in the 1830s. Much
of the historical record for these
years comes from Josiah Gregg's
Commerce of the Prairies. For exam
ple, he notes passage of 100 wagons
in 1831 loaded with $200,000 in mer
chandise; 80 wagons in 1834 carry
ing $150,000 worth of goods; and 75
wagons in 1836 with a payload of
$130,000. 17 As Gregg remembered it,
the jornada was "made a permanent
track in the year 1834, owing to con
tinuous rains during the passage of
the caravan that year." It has been
suggested that he got his date wrong
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and that this happened in 1833.
There was another Mexican military
escort along the Cimarron in 1839,
led by Lieutenant Jose Hemandez.
But probably the most famous inci
dent during this decade was the
murder of the mountain man and
trader Jedediah Smith, somewhere
along the Cimarron River in south
west Kansas in 1831. 18

The 1840s witnessed continued
commercial use of the Cimarron
Route and the advent of United
States military expeditions once war
erupted with Mexico in 1846. Santa
Fe trader Albert Speyer was perhaps
one of the more noticeable travelers
during these years. In September
1844 his wagon train and that of
Henry Connelly and Edward J. Glas
gow became stranded in an early fall
sleet storm at Willow Bar. The two
outfits lost over 100 mules. Theil'
bones marked the spot fot' years to
come. Speyer and Connelly went to
the nearest New Mexican settle
ments for new animals. In 18.,16
Speyer's caravan carried two wagons
of munitions purchased in England
for the govemor of Chihuahua. He
eluded capture by the pursuing U. S.
army detachments, though he was
eventually arrested in Mexico. The
year1846 also witnessed the crossing
of many army units on their way to
war, including elements of the Mor
mon Battalion and Colonel Sterling
Price and some companies of Mis
souri volunteers. 19

Although General Stephen Watts
Kearny and his Army of the West
chose the Mountain Route of the
Santa Fe Trail via Bent's Fort when
they invaded New Mexico, the Ci
marron Route continued to be heav
ily used into the 1860s. William Carr
Lane, newly appointed territorial
governor of New Mexico, came via
the Cimarron Route in 1852. John M.
Kingsbury's correspondence with
J ames Josiah Webb reveals that fum
as well as others used the Cimarron
Route into the late 1850s, Two fa
mous incidents along the Trail in
these years included the so-called
"White Massacre" in 1849 and the
"Mail Massacre" near Wagon Mound
in 1850.

Days spent on the jornada etched
themselves into the memories of the
many traders and travelers who
crossed it. Some of their descriptions
are lyrical, others are bemused, and
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still mme are recounted in hushed
tones of horror. Among the many de
pictions of the Cimarron Route over
the years are those of Alphonso Wet
mor~ in 1828, F. A. Wislizenus in
1846, John Udell in 1859, and James
F. Meline in 1866. Wetmore's ac
count comes just a few years after
Becknell had opened the route, while
Meline's was written even as the
raili'oad that would eventually end
the days of the Santa Fe Trail began
to move westward.

Wetmore ftrst traveled to Santa
Fe in 1824. In a letter to Secretary of
War Lewis Cass, dated October 11,
1831. he reported on the Santa Fe
trade. He included portions of the di
ary he kept on his journey along the
Trail in 1828, with his impressions of
the Cimarron Route. On July 6 his
party crossed the Arkansas River.
His entries for part of the trip from
there into New Mexico are all fo
cused on the availability of water:

[July] 7th. At 4 P.M. we enteredJor
nada. After passing sand hills, a few
buffalo were discovered, which is an
indication of water, and at 5 and 7
miles. ponds were discovered: at the
last we encamped for the night.

[July] 8th. We have found water at
3, 4. and 12 miles; all apprehensions
are at rest. Wild horses have ap
proached within four miles of our line
of march. Made 22 miles, and en
camped without water.

[July] 9th. Three miles from camp.
on the trace. we observe water; six
teen miles further on several ponds of
water were discovered. which had
been indicated as we approached
by herds of buffalo and swarms of
mosquitoes. Encamped. after a
march of 19 miles.

[July] lOth. Water in abundance
along the trace to-day. At the pool
where we dined, a buffalo ap
proached within gunshot. and was
slain. This day's march is estimated at
22 miles.

[July] 11 tho Our course today was
parallel with the Semiron. Crossed
Sandy creek. and, at 14 miles, halted.
The Semiron here presents a fine view
of water, and eight miles further up. at
our camp. not a drop of water ap
pears in the channel.

[July] 12th. At 12 o'clock reached
water.

[July] 13th. A It?] 8 miles reached
the Semiron, changed our course up
the stream two miles. and dined at a
spring which waters a small piece or
parcel of tierra calicante. In the even
ing. proceeded up the stream 8 miles:
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the earth whitened with salt and salt
petre; thunder and wind; the earth
thirsting, but not a drink obtained
from the clouds. This day's march 18
miles.

[July] 14th. Advanced 11 miles up
the left bank of the Semiron, and
dined. In the evening marched 10
miles, crossing and recrossing the
river. Saw two wild horses. Course
southwest in the forenoon, and south
southwest in the evening. 21 miles, a
stampido at night, with wind and rain.

[July] 15th. At 7 miles, reached the
Willows?

Adolph Wislizenus, a native of
Germany, practiced medicine in St.
Louis beginning in 1840. An inveter
ate traveler, he accompanied Albert
Speyer's controversial caravan to
Santa Fe and on down into Chihua
hua in 1846. Of a scientiftc bent, he
gave much attention to the flora,
fauna, and geology of the Trail. He
too commented on the availability of
water, and on the "false ponds"
which mocked the thirsty:

[June] 11. Traveled about 18 miles
before we halted. without seeing
wood or water. Buffalo have entirely
disappeared; not even buffalo chips,
the usual substitute for fire wood,
were to be seen. The high plain be
tween the Arkansas and Cimarron,
whose elevation above the sea is
about 3.000 feet, is the most desolate
part on the whole Santa Fe road, and
the first adventurers in [the] Santa Fe
trade stood many severe trials here.
Within the distance of 66 miles, from
the Arkansas to the lower springs of
Cimarron, there is not one water
course or water pool to be depended
upon in the dry season. The soil is gen
erally dry and hard; the vegetation
poor; scarcely anything grows there
but short and parched buffalo grass
and some cacti. Though the horizon is
very distant, there is no shrub or tree to
fix your eye upon. and no other game
attracts your attention except once
in a while a wild antelope, which is
apt to allure you to a useless chase.
But, for one quality this desert is distin
guished. When your patience has
been worn out by the long ride, and
by the monotonous sameness of the
scenery; when your lips are parch [ed]
from thirst, and a friend at your side, in
cruel consolation, reminds you of the
luxuries of cultivated life-to all of
which you would nevertheless prefer
a refreshing draught of cold wa
ter-there emerges in the plain before
your astonished eyes a beautiful lake.
Its surface looks like crystal; the wind
moves but slightly the wide sheet of
water; but the faster you hurry for-
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ward, the nearer you approach it, the
sooner you will be disenchanted; the
lake disappears again before your
presence; and when you arrive at the
very spot, you perceive nothing but
the same dry, hard, parched soil over
which you have travelled all dot This
is the celebrated "mirage... .',2

John Udell made foUl' trips across
the plains to California in the 1850s.
On the last of these, in 1858, he took
the Santa Fe Trail and then followed
Edward Beale's new road from Albu
querque to the Colorado River.
Forced back to Albuquerque after an
encounter with Mojave Indians, his
party retraced the route and made it
to the Paciftc coast in early May
1859. Though he commented often
on the water, wood, grass, and fuel to
be found or not found on the Cimar
ron Route, his party had a relatively
painless passage, as selections from
his jOUl'nal indicate:

May 27 [1858]. We came ten miles
to Semarone Creek, which we
reached at 12 0'clock noon, and
camped to rest until morning. The wa
ter brackish, with saltpetre. Grass
plenty, but no wood. We have
brought enough wood from Pawnee
Fork to last us more than one hundred
miles; but we have now to burn buf
falo chips. We are frequently meeting
large trains from New Mexico, going
to the Missouri River for goods. Yester
day we met a train of Government of
ficers, with their families, going from
their stations in New Mexico to visit
their connections in the States. They
travel in fine style, with their servants
to attend them, in this wild, savage
country. Weather pleasant. We saw
many antelope and large white
wolves today. We are now 428 miles
from the Missouri River.

June 2. This day the road was like a
Mcadamised road all the way; grass
plenty; soil sandy; some rocks; we
camped on Cottonwood Creek.
Travel today, 15 miles, and 527 miles
from Missouri river.

June 3. Twelve miles to McKnee's
Creek; water, wood and grass one
mile to the right of the road, from
thence ten miles to Rabbit-Ear Creek,
here we camped. Good water and
grass, wood one-half mile to the left,
road good, rain in the evening, but lit
tle game seen for a few days past.
Our large company continue harmo
nious and healthy, for which I am
thankful to the Lord. Travel today. 22
miles, and 549 from Missouri River.23

Colonel James Meline, unlike the
other three travelers cited here,
crossed the Santa Fe Trail "the other
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way," from Santa Fe to Independ
ence. Ostensibly on duty with the
army, he first went from Fort Leav
enworth up the Platte River to Den
ver, and from there down the east
slope of the Rockies to Santa Fe. It
appears he was out for a good time.
On August 22, 1866, he wrote from
"Camp on Banks of the Cimarron,
Kansas":

"Banks of the Cimarron" is a rather
geographical figure of speech. We
occasionally see a strip of fresh green
in a hollow, somewhere hidden in
which is supposed to be the Cimar
ron. Ican safely say that it is not much
of a river. We meet large trains going
into New Mexico; long ropes on both
sides of the wagons festooned with
strips of meat tell the story of buffalo,
which the teamsters announce as be
ing thick on the Arkansas. The answer
to the question "Shall we see any Indi
ans?" is more explicit than polite:
"Yes, a d-d sight more than you
want to."

On August 24, Meline groused
about the weather and the hunting:

Two days more of the unvarying
horizon line for our only prospect. A
northeaster has set in with rain, mist,
and cold; tents wet, blankets wet,
saddles wet-wet grass if you prefer to
walk. I advised you from the Platte,
that we had seen antelope, bear,
wolf, prairie-dogs, and the usual me
nagerie of the plains. There was posi
tively nothing wanting to complete
our happiness but buffalo. Well, our
happiness is now perfect-we saw buf
falo to-day. And yet, man never is,
but always to be, blest. Having seen
the buffalo, we are now more un
happy then [sic] ever, until we hunt
and kill him. When I say we saw buf
falo, I state it very mildly indeed. We
beheld droves of them-thou
sands-far to the right, but the dis
tance was too great, and rain was fal
Iing.24

Can the fictional accounts of the
Cimarron Route match the drama of
these actual experiences? Do they
draw on the historical record? The
answer in both cases is yes. All the
Cimarron Route novels are replete
with fictionalized accounts of buffalo
hunts, buffalo stampedes, water
scrapes, Indian attacks, Indian
atrocities, Indian kidnappings, and,
going beyond most travelers' jour
nals, diaries, and memoirs, depic
tions of women and Hispanos.

Nearly every author of these nov
els includes some general descrip
tion of the jornada. For example,
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Alex Briscoe, in Cliff Farrell's Santa
Fe Wagon Boss, is beset by enemies
within his camp, Indians without,
and his water kegs are dry. Farrell
then adds,

This was the heart of the Jornada,
so named by the early Spanish traders
who had suffered and died on this
waterless stretch of desolation be
tween the Arkansas River and the
course of the Cimarron. This was
where entire caravans had lost their
way and perished in sandstorms and
northers.

This was the Jornada, across which
the great buffalo herds grazed, and
which the tribes-Cheyenne, Co
manche, Arapahoe, Kiowa, Pawnee,
and even the fierce Apache from the
west and the mounted ute from the
north-regarded as their hunting
ground.

Far behind now was Fort Dodge.25

Garnet Cameron, the pampered
18-year-old girl from the Back Bay of
Boston in Gwen Bristow's Jubilee
Trail, knows she is not in Massachu
setts anymore as she gazes about
her:

The country was silent, empty, mo
tionless. Even on the farthest horizon
Garnet could not see a moving speck
that might be a buffalo, nor a fixed
dot that might be a tree. She could
not see anything but the shimmering
light and the buffalo-grass, and the
white bones of buffaloes, and the dis
tance. The caravan was a mile long,
but when you looked out there it
seemed no bigger than a worm,
creeping through the great loneli
ness.

When you looked out there, you
forgot the creaking and shouting
around you. You seemed to be living
in the midst of a great silence. The si
lence rose over you. It threatened
and scared you. It reminded you that
this was a journey across eight hun
dred empty miles, and you were here
in the midst of it. You could not go
back. No matter what happened,
you had to go on. If you were ill, if you
were dying, the wagons could not
stop to let you die in peace. They had
to go on. Even if you died, they would
pause only a few minutes to bury you,
and then go on. They had to get to
Santa Fe.

Her trader husband, who has
made this trip before, becomes con
cerned. He urges her, "... Garnet,
don't look out there too much." "Why
not," she asked in surprise. "What is
there to look at?" "Nothing. That's
what I mean," Oliver said, "It gets
you.,,26
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There are many specific historical
occurrences which the novelists in
flict on their heroes, heroines, and
villains as they wend their way west
ward. The only catastrophe that does
not strike in these nine novels is a
blizzard. In Clay Fisher's Santa Fe
Passage the hero, Kirby Randolph, is
saved on a water scrape by killing a
lone buffalo and drinking its blood,
much in the manner of J oel Walker
in 1823. Fisher does take a bit of dra
matic license. Dazed and reeling,
Kirby pitches face first into a pile of
fresh buffalo dung, "not ten minutes
old." Straining every fiber, he tracks
the buffalo and kills it with his flint
lock. But the adventure is not over:

In ten minutes of painful crawling,
he was up to the creature, burrowing
under the enormous head. Lying on
his back, he sawed weakly above
him with the skinning knife. When at
last the jugular vein was open, the
thick blood came belching out,
flooding his face and chest with its
sickening sweetness. His mouth
sought for the severed artery as help
lessly as a blind beaver's kit for the
dripping nipple, the searching jaws
continuing to work spasmodically at
the raw pulp of the thing long after it
had ceased to yield its clotting fluid. 27

Marion McDonough startles read
ers of her Caravans to Santa Fe with
a buffalo stampede. It is described
from the point of view of three
women, Sabrina Wynsett, the Anglo
teenager going to Santa Fe with her
brother to locate their missing fa
ther; Lupe Melendez, daughter of
the wealthy and powerful rancher
and trader Don Diego Melendez; and
Maria, her servant. They are all rid
ing in Lupe's lavishly appointed
coach when,

Suddenly a continuous faint rum
bling penetrated Sabrina's thought. A
storm must be coming. She could hear
the roll of thunder swelling louder and
louder from the southwest. Startled, she
looked out of the coach window to
ward the Rabbit's Ears. The next instant
she screamed while her eyes grew
wide and staring.

Lupe clutched her arm. "My heart!
What is it?"

Sabrina pointed. Maria let out shriek
after shriek while Lupe sat terror
stricken. unable to move.

Between the camp and Piolet [sic]
Mountain and the Rabbit's Ears, clouds
of dust rose from a dark moving mass. It
swept like giant black waves from the
sun-painted backdrop of the horizon
straight across the prairie toward them.
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AII at once cries of "Cibolos! Buffa
los!" could be heard on every side.

The ciboleros (buffalo hunters) in
the train spring into action and meet
the oncoming herd with their lances.
They kill enough of the leaders to
form a dike of dead buffalo around
which the rest of the herd splits.28

A water scrape threatens the folks
in Zane Grey's Lost Wagon Train,
just before they are attacked by a
band of renegade Confederate sol
diers and other assorted scoundrels.
John Bowden is the wagon boss, Pike
Anderson the scout.

Anderson failed altogether to find
water at the second camp. Next day
the caravan went on with horses and
cattle wearing to bad shape. The sun
shone hot. There was no breeze, ex
cept down in the bare swales where
whirls of dust rose as if by magic. No
living creature, not even a raven or liz
ard, appeared to Bowden's search
ing gaze. The heat lifted in shining
veils from the gray grass, the pale mi
rages wavered in the distant flat
reaches. Hazy bluffs, sometimes blue,
and again dimly outlined, lifted their
ramparts and seemed to raise a men
acing obstacle to the progress of the
wagon train. Bleached skulls of cattle
and buffalo marked the uncertain
trail, which appeared to spread over
the plain.

Before the sun set, Anderson, riding
ahead to reconnoiter, found a water
hole in a shallow rocl<y gully. At the
head of it a bowl protected by rocks
caught the trickle from the ledge.
Here was drink for beast and man.
Bowden was heard to state that he
had never appreciated water.29

The water scrape in Armstrong
Sperry's Wagons Westward is lifted
from the death of Jedediah Smith,
although this time there is a witness
other than the Comanches. Pierre
Leroux, the Jed Smith counterpart,
and Jonathan Starbuck, the 15-year
old narrator of the story, are scout
ing for water. Jonathan relates,
"There came a few hours of fitful,
choking slumber, a growing agony of
thirst that those last remaining
drops of water had but served to in
tensify. Our animals were bony
scarecrows of their former sleek
selves. I had no sense of the night be
ing long or short. Somehow it passed,
leaving only this one reality: thirst."
As morning comes their horses smell
water and lead them to "Lost Creek."
Jonathan and Pierre dig in the creek
bed, water begins to seep in, but just
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then the Comanche attack. Pierre is
mortally wounded but before he dies,
he gives Jonathan his horse and his
moccasins. The latter are ofgreat im
portance since sewn into the sole of
one of them is a letter Pierre is smug
gling to General Stephen Watts
Kearny giving proof that the wagon
train now crossing the jornada is
carrying weapons to Governor Man
ual Armijo. Jonathan is captured by
the Comanches, escapes, is captured
by the Mexicans and taken to Santa
Fe, escapes again, and rides out to
meet Kearny at Apache Canyon.3O

Seven of the nine Cimarron Route
novels feature Indian attacks. In
some they are central to the plot, in
others they are gratuitously offered.
There are no "good Indians" in any of
these books unless you count the
Sioux mother of the heroine in Clay
Fisher's Santa Fe Passage. The
situation in Cliff Farrell's Santa Fe
Wagon Boss is typical of most of the
action:

The wagons had been interlocked
in the defense phalanx and barri
caded with barrels and cases of
cargo. Men now moved through the
camp awakening the sleepers to the
freezing realization that Zack Dixon's
fears were being fUlfilled, and that
they soon might be fighting for their
lives. The camp was surrounded.

Slowly, inexorably, all the sterile hills
and the swells with their wooly cover
of buffalo grass emerged from night's
shadows as though the land were ris
ing from a black sea.

Then Zack Dixon's voice rose.
"Here they come!"

The gray land, which had lain so
lifeless beneath a sky that was gain
ing the rose-and-pink flush of a new
day, spewed forth a screaming mass
of Indians.

Rifles on both sides began their
roaring. Arrows were hissing and
spears were flashing, and both White
men and red men were screech
ing-and dying.

The Indians in the first wave of the
attack were on foot. Alex identified
them. Cheyennes and Arapahoes.

Now the roar of hooves arose, and
a long line of mounted Indians swept
over the crest of a rise to the west,
and came at the wagons in a thun
derous charge. They carried shields of
buffalo hide and long lances. These
mounted warriors were Comanches,
Alex saw. And Kiowas.

The wagon train was confronted
by a coalition. AII the tribes seem to
have united for this fight. Alex heard
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the shrilling of whistles through the tu
mult. Pawnees.31

Women come in for their share of
stereotyping in the novels. Just the
fact that they are there at all is of
course a distortion. Every author but
Armstrong Sperry, who was mainly
writing for teenage boys, has a hero
ine and uses romance to move the
plot along. Most of the women are
Anglo. If there is an Hispana woman
as a main character she is "high
born" and has "flashing eyes," such
as Dona Mercedes de Luna in Robert
Duffus's Jornada. She is the daugh
ter of Don Benito de Luna, one of the
richest and most powerful men in
New Mexico. She is also a married
woman. Her husband, as related
above, is a counterpart for the arms
smuggler Albert Speyer. He is con
veniently knifed at a fandango in
Santa Fe. She is free to marry the
hero, whose life she has twice saved.
In these books Hispanic women often
marry Anglo men, but not the re
verse. Marian McDonough does
marry off her Anglo brother and sis
ter team to a Hispanic brother and
sister, mainly since she wants to pro
mote the idea that the American oc
cupation of New Mexico was really
something of a love match between
trading partners.

Cliff Farrell in Santa Fe Wagon
Boss plays offhis two women charac
ters against each other. Amelia Ellis
is a calculating but weak woman who
cowers in her wagon when Indians
attack. Charlotte Shannon, daugh
ter of a Santa Fe freighter, has been
born and bred on the frontier. Alex
Briscoe, the hero and love interest,
cautions her, "The trail is no place
for a woman." Charlotte responds
with "a sniffof scorn." adding, "Bosh!
I first traveled down to Santa Fe
with a bull train when I was a child.
I've heard the Cheyenne war whoop.
And I've heard the Pawnee whistle.
I've seen Apaches on the sky line. I
can handle stock-mules, horses, or
oxen. And I know which end of a rifle
the bullets come out of.,,32

Hispanos, whether Mexican or
Spanish, are also stereotyped, as
might be expected. The Hispano
characters are either wealthy and
gracious-with a few scoundrels
thrown in for effect, or stoic peas
ants. Among the latter the men are
stupid but cunning, the women sim
ple and sometimes compliant. The
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wealthy Hispanos usually have
three names; all others have one. As
with their treatment of women, the
novelists here draw more on
twentieth-century stereotypes than
on views expressed in most of the
historical records, though there are
echoes of Josiah Gregg and Susan
Shelby Magoffin. This connection is
most evident in Gwen Bristow's Ju
bilee Trail, but it can be picked up in
the other books too. Of her heroine
Garnet, Bristow remarks:

She was the only American
woman in the train. There were four
Mexican women, wives of bUllwhack
ers, who went back and forth every
year to take care of their husbands.
When Garnet passed their cooking
fire they always smiled politely and
said, "Buenos dlas, senora." But they
made no attempt to be friendly, be
cause their husbands were bullwack
ers and her husband was a trader,
and the lines of caste on the trail were
strict.

Later Bristow brings Garnet's
party into an unnamed village which
is obviously Las Vegas. Garnet's ex
perience there is lifted directly from
Susan Shelby Magoffm's diary.

The trail began to descend, as they
made a detour around the highest
peaks. They went by several squalid
little settlements, mud hovels inhab
ited by people whose main occupa
tion seemed to consist of dozing in the
sun. The people were so dirty that
Garnet demanded of Oliver,

"Why didn't you bring a wagon
load of soap?"

He laughed at her. "My dear, I'm a
merchant, not a missionary."

"Are the people in Santa Fe as dirty
as this?"

"Of course not. Do you think I'd
have brought you if they were?"

Now and then some of the villagers
had an attack of wakefulness and
came out to the camp offering bread
and cheese for sale, and a fiery drink
called aguardiente. Several of the
men got blissful on the aguardiente,
and others welcomed the bread and
cheese as a variation of their meat
diet, but Garnet declined. She was
not as Fastidious as she used to be, but
she could not eat anything that
came out of those pigsties. ,,33 .

The language and the images get
even more racist in Armstrong Sper
ry's Wagons Westward. At the begin
ning of this book the teen-aged hero
in Independence stops in at the cafe
of Mother Applegate, surely a good
woman since her very name em-
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braces the prized American virtues
of motherhood and apple pie. She
has a Mexican employee of whom she
says, "These dratted greasers. . . .
[Y]ou have to put a rattlesnake un
der 'em to get 'em to move. And then
they'd rather get bit than get up.,,34

These crude depictions ultimately
serve a final purpose for some of the
novelists. As is the case with many
Santa Fe Trail novels in general, the
Cimarron Route novels fit the Santa
Fe Trail and those who traveled it
into the great saga of the westward
expansion of the United States. It is
here that history and myth join.
Whether explicitly stated or not, the
assumption is that the hardships,
stampedes, storms, thirst, and death
were all worth it, both for the heroes
and heroines and for the nation. In
this respect these novels not only re
inforce the history of the Trail in
readers' minds, or highlight certain
episodes or legends of the Trail. they
also conflrm for their audience that
America's destiny was manifest.
Rarely in these books is a discourag
ing word ever heard on the fate of
Native Americans or New Mexicans.
The "better sort" of the latter, in fact,
welcome the American invasion. One
example, fittingly taken from a Zane
Grey's Fighting Caravans, will suf
fice. Before Louis L'Amour and John
Wayne it was Grey who voiced for
many Americans their unstated be
liefs about the past and future of the
nation and who defined for them the
role of the American West in Ameri
can history. Grey wrote:

The long wagon-train wound like
an endless white-barred snake across
the undulating plain.

In the slow, patient movement of
this caravan there lay the suggestion
of an irresistible tide of travel west
ward. It held an epic significance.
Nothing could halt it permanently. Be
yond the boundless purple horizon
beckoned an empire in the making.
Behind the practical thought of these
teamsters, behind the courage, the
jocularity, the endurance, and the
reckless disregard of storm, thirst, prai
rie fire, and hostile savages, hid the
dream of the pioneer, the builder.35

Grey's books have sold in the tens
of millions. Clay Fisher sold over fif
teen million books in his lifetime,
and reprints continue to sell. A few
others of these authors had their
novels picked up by various book
clubs. And some of these tales sank
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without much of a ripple. Ulti
mately, of course, it is hard to gauge
precisely what impact all of them to
gethm' might have had on a the pub
lic's view and understanding of the
Santa Fe Trail or Cimarron Route in
general or speciflc Trail incidents in
particular. Nevertheless, the depic
tions of Indians, women, Hispanos,
and the jornada journey itself in
these novels did not depart from the
standard cultural biases of their day.
There is scarcely a character or scene
in any of the books that does not reo
inforce popular views of the Ameri
can West. And since they perpetuat.e
general ideas of the West, it seems
evident that these novels must also
fix in readers' minds specific lmages
of the Santa Fe Trail and the Cimar
ron Route. Every wagon tram goes
down the Santa Fe Trail and into
New Mexico: a few "aristocratic"
New Mexicans excepted, most people
engaged in Trail business are Anglo:
there are so many women on the trail
it seems like some sort of feminist
frontier; and everyone is bent on
riches or a new future in New Mex
ico, an attitude that stamps them as
land-grabbers and cultural annihila
tors.

Interestingly, three of these Ci
marron Route novels were trans
lated into that other medium which
has done so much to fix myths of the
West in Americans' minds; Fighting
Caravans, Santa Fe Passage, and
Jubilee Trail were made into movies.
So in one form or another, "the Santa
Fe Trail lives on" and on, and on.
NOTES
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THORNTON DIARY
(continued from page 1)

In 1855 Secretary of War Jeffer
son Davis appointed Thornton chief
of ordnance for the Department of
New Mexico, where he served until
1857. The following diary, June
1855-November 1856, covers his trip
from St. Louis to New Mexico via
Fort Leavenworth, Fort Riley, and
the Santa Fe Trail and a portion of
his term of service in that depart
ment. The diary is printed as writ
ten, with corrections and explana
tions in brackets.

Thornton left New Mexico in
1857, returned across the plains, and
contracted a lung condition from
which he never fully recovered. He
served several places with the ord
nance department until the Civil
War, when he was promoted to major
and placed in command of Waterv
lietArsenal, NY, until 1863, when he
was promoted to lieutenant colonel
and, shortly thereafter, colonel of
ordnance. During the remainder of
the war he served as Inspector of
Contract Arms and Ordnance. He re
ceived the rank of brevet brigadier
general in 1865. After the war he
commanded New York Arsenal at
Governor's Island, where he died
April 6, 1866.

Stephen Blair, Silver Spring, MD,
is a great-great-grandson of William
A. Thornton. He currently has pos
session of the original leather-bound
diary. Special thanks to Bla~ !or
making it and his transcnptlOn
available for publication here. It is
one of the better Trail diaries.

Thornton was quite observant, ap
preciated the land through which he
passed, and experienced many of the
hazards of a trip across the plains.
His party lost many to Cholera (his
diary recorded Cholera as the cause
of death of 28 men and two women).
They experienced severe floods, and
one man drowned. The fire that
burned their camp at Cow Creek was
nearly a disaster (one man later died
of a wound received there, but more
lives were probably saved because
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the recruits had not been trained to
load their muskets properly).

Had the Indians known how inept
the commander and new recruits
were, they might have annihilated
the entire party. After a near en
counter with Comanches and Kiowas
on July 28, Thornton wrote, "if a
fight had taken place, it is presumed
by all that our Command would have
been wiped out."

Thornton never named the com
mander of the detachment ofrecruits
he accompanied, although he clearly
considered that officer to be incom
petent. In fact, the detachment was
led by Captain Israel B. Richardson,
Third Infantry. The recruits suffered
much and arrived at Fort Union,
New Mexico, in a weakened condi
tion. They were considerably fewer
than when they started, as more
than 20 had died and at least seven
deserted along the way. The survi
vors were met near Fort Union by
Brigadier General John Garland,
commander of the Department of
New Mexico, who was disappointed
in their state of being. "They were in
a bad plight," he wrote, "having lost
most of their clothing by fire on the
plains." Many of them suffered from
scurvy. The infantry recruits were
described by Garland as "about the
poorest set of recruits I have ever
seen."

Thornton apparently was in
agreement, for he wrote on July 17,
"we are the worst organized and
armed body ofmen ever Sent by Gov
ernment to Santa Fe, and if we get
through Safely it is More than is ex
pected by Many of the officers."
Whether there was a direct connec
tion or not, Richardson resigned
from the service on September 30,
1855. He returned to the army dur
ing the Civil War, became a major
general of volunteers, and died No
vember 3, 1862, from wounds re
ceived at Antietam on September 17,
1862.

There is a family story regarding
Thornton's service in New Mexico.
Thornton was at West Point at the
same time as Jefferson Davis (who
graduated in 1824). According to
family lore, he reported Davis for an
infraction of rules regarding smok
ing. Years later, when Davis was sec
retary of war, it is said he sent
Thornton on assignment to New
Mexico as retribution for the earlier
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incident. Perhaps it was due to Dav
is's resentment that Thornton's di
ary exists.

THORNTON'S DIARY

Friday June 15th 1855, took passage on
the Steamer Edenburg, from St Louis for
Fort Leavenworth: with Major Nickoles
[William A. Nichols, assistant adjutant
general] and family, Lieut. Schrodder
[Henry B. Schroeder, Third Infantry] and
family, Doctor Perian [Glover Perin]
and family, and 137. U.S. troops. AII des
tined for Santa Fe New Mexico.
Weather very warm. Entered the Mis
souri River at 8 P.M. Current Strong,
causing much difficulty in Steaming
against it. and in finding the Channel.
Ran all night. but frequently Struck
Snags and Sand bars. Water quite low
and Muddy.
June 16th 1855

Continued to ascend the river.
Country a perfect wilderness, but in
many places the Scenery very beauti
ful. Struck a bar Snag but received no
material damage, and frequently hard
aground on Sand bars.
June 17th 1855-Sunday

Reached Jifferson City the Capital
of the State of Missouri: 173 miles from St
Louis. The Site is too hilley, and there
fore although the State House and
Prison are pretty buildings of blue lime
Stone; Still the town does not Show thrift
or make a favorable impression as you
approach it. Here the Steamer Cata
ract with U.S troop on board was hard
aground. Passed her but Made but lit
tle progress during the after noon and
night: owing to Snags and Sand bars
and to Shallow water.

Had to discharge part of the cargo
during the night, to lighten the boat,
and leave a guard with the property.
June 18th 1855

The days work commences at
Grovesburough hard aground, where
we remained five hours, until we ob
tained help from the Steamer Cata
ract. Passed Bonsville [Boonville] at
noon. The town Shows very well from
the river and appeared to be prosper
ous. At 4 pm again passed the Cata
ract hard aground. The day closes with
one case of Cholera, a laundress of the
detachment. The night dark with vivid
lightening, continued to run notwith
standing and at II pm. Struck a Snag
with great force, which came near
Sinking us. Passed the Steamer Austra
lia which had been Snagged about
three weeks previous and Sunk in nine
feet water: having a large amount of
Government Stores on board. Tied up
for the Night, it being too dark to run
with Safety.
June 19th 1855
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Morning cool and cloudy. our Chol
era patient Still alive. At 8 A.m. our boat
Sheared and ran into a raft of Snags,
whereby we came near loosing our
guards and horses, that were lodged
on them, as well as Sinking the boat.
The Cataract close behind us at the
time. Sun down five cases of Cholera.
Passed Lexington, 354 Miles from st
Louis at 1 A.m. having been much im
peded by Snags & Sand bars.
June 20th 1855

Landed at Camden 375 miles from
St Louis for wood and bury a man and
woman who had died during the night
of Cholera: the others inking [sinking?],
and Some Sickness among the citizen
passengers. The weather oppressively
warm. Night dark and Stormy and for
the latter cause could not run.
June 21 st 1855

Got under way early and reached
Kansas city about Sun down, where we
landed much freight and left at 9 p.m.
Ran about 10 Miles and Stoped to bury
a woman and two men who had died
of Cholera. Wooded and left. but had
Soon to tie up owing to a Severe thun
der Storm. Started at daylight and
reached Leavenworth city at 11 A.m.
and landed at Fort Leavenworth at I
P.m. with Eight men sick with Cholera.
distance 430 Miles.
June 22nd 1855

Sickness on the increase, buried
three men who had died of Cholera,
employed during the day in getting
ready to march for Santa Fe New Mex
ico.
June 23"1 1855

Buried one man who had died of
Cholera. Doctor Perrin [Perin] Sick, time
employed in Making ready to March.
Weather very warm. Slightly indis
posed; but received much Kindness
from Major M. S. Howe [Marshall Saxe
Howe, Second Dragoons] with whom I
am staying, also from Major Sibley
[Ebenezer Sprote Sibley, quartermaster
department] and Doctor Cuyler [John
Meck Cuyler].
June 24th 1855-Sunday

Buried one man who had died of
Cholera weather warm, but continued
to make arrangements for my tramp

.across the Plains.
June 25th 1855

Buried two men Who died of Chol
'era. Two Companies of Cavalry
reached here. Ready to march but de
tained by the non arrival of funds,
which is to go with us to Santa Fe.
June 26th 1855

Buried one man who died of Chol
era. Ready to march but detained as
before named.
June 27th 1855

Buried three men who had died of
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Cholera. Doctor Cuyler and Major Si
bley quite ill, Lieut. Shepard [Samuel
Turner Shepperd, Second Dragoons]
dangerously So with Cholera. Weather
very warm.
June 28th 1855

Buried Lieut Shepard & two men
who had died of Cholera. Doctor Cuy
ler & Major Sibley better. Col. Sumner
[Edwin Vose Sumner, First Cavalry] and
family with many other officers
reached Fort Leavenworth. Marched
at Noon. Route over a beautiful Prairie
and encamped on Strangers Creek
distance-12 Miles.
June 29th 1855

Marched at 7 A.m. and reached
Hickory Grove at Noon. encamped.
the weather very warm with high wind.
Men Much fatigued. Country a rolling
prairie and beautiful. Wood and water
plenty. Thunderstorms after encamp
ing. Buried one man who died of Chol
era. Two others very Sick-distance-15
miles.
June 30th 1855

Marched at 7 A.m. weather cool.
road very muddy. One man taken Sick
with Cholera. Reached Grass Hopper
creek at 11 A.m. 10 Miles, and Rock
creek at I P.m. encamped. with plenty
of wood & water. Country as before a
rolling prairie and beautiful between
the creeks. Thunderstorm at the close
of the day. The man died of Cholera
distance-IS miles.
July 1st Sunday

Marched at 6 A.m. Crossed the little
and big Muddy Creeks. 3. & 5. Miles.
weather very warm reached Soldiers
Creek at Noon, and encamped about
one Mile beyond it. Saw during the day
on our right the wood land bordering
the Kansas River. Met Col Alexander
[Edmund Brooke Alexander, Tenth In
fantry], Lieut Surges [Samuel Davis Stur
gis, First Dragoons] and familes, 24 days
from Santa Fe-three men taken with
Cholera. distance-IS Miles.
July 2nd 1855

Marched at 6 A.m. morning cloudy
and prospect of rain, route S.W. 10
Miles and West 6 Miles, on the left Side
of the Kansas [also Kaw] River. The prai
rie or valley of the Kaw River about
three Miles Wide. Beautiful locations.
the ridges rise about 50 feet. It is here
that Governor Reeder [Kansas Territo
rial Governor Andrew H. Reeder] is Said
[to] own 1200 acres purchased at 90
cents the acre. encamped at noon at
Cross Creek, left two Men behind when
we Marched very Sick with Cholera,
and had many others Sick in our wag
ons. day very warm without rain. Suf
fered much from burnt lips, general
health good. Afternoon closed by the
death and burial of two men. Thunder
Storm during the night. distance-16
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Miles.
July 3rd 1855

Marched at 6 A.m. and reached a
Potawatime village know[n] as the Mis
sion [Pottawatomie Catholic Mission at
St.Marys] at 8 A.m. the buildings of logs,
whitewashed externally, giving them
an air of neatness, School House and
Chapel. Many children, well clad and
at play. General appearance of the
people very comfortable, distance 6
Miles. reached Lost Creek at 11'12 A.m.,
15'12 [miles] encamped at 1 P.m. on
Vermillion Creek. day oppressively
warm distance 19 Miles.
July 4th 1855

Marched at 5'12 A.m. Morning warm
& cloudy. Rained during the day. Met
many Delaware Indians returning from
a Buffalo hunt, loaded with Skins &
meat. reached the Big Blue River at 1
oclock Cross on a fine bridge and en
camped. Sickness less and Men in bet
ter Spirits, Suffered Much from burned
lips and Nose. A heavy thunderstorm
which lasted five hours. One man died
of Cholera. distance-22 Miles.
July 5th 1856

Marched at 8 A.m and encamped
at 2 p.m. on three Mile Creek, weather
warm and cloudy. Country very beau
tiful. Men Much fatigued by travelling
over a muddy road, & wet grass. One
Man died of Cholera-distance 16
miles.
July 6th 1855

Visited Fort Riley and loaded our
Supply train, and made preparations
for Crossing the Republican fork and
Smokey Creek. Also, Shod our Animals
preparatory for a long march to Fort
Union.
July 7th 1855

Commenced Crossing our Wagons
over the Republican for[k] and Smokey
Creek. the first by a bridge and the 2nd

by a Roap Scow [ferry boat]. At noon
the Supply train Safely over. and at 2
p.m. troops and baggage in Motion to
make the Crossing, and at 9 p.m. all
over, and encamped about three
Miles from the ferry.
July 8th 1855-Sunday

Marched at lOA.m. and in half
[hour] we reached the foot of a high
piece of table land or mesa over which
our route lay. It was not possible for our
teams to ascend by the road, and we
had to wind round in a Spiral route, and
with much trouble and fatigue gradU
ally to reach its Sumit.

By So doing we missed the true road
and found much difficulty in getting
forward. The day was oppressively
warm: the wind high, and as it was
driven in our faces, it felt as if it had
been blown from a furnace, Causing
much pain to our Eyes. No Water Could
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be found and the Men were Mad
dened for a drink. Many Sank under the
heat, and finally we turned aside from
our route and Marched for Some
woodland, about five Miles to our left,
where we found water and en
camped. dispatched horsemen back
with Canteens of water to those who
were left behind exhausted, and wag
ons to bring them in, and it was not, un
til Some time after night fall that our
Command were finally assembled
distance-18-Miles.
July 9th 1856 [1855]

We remained encamped, to en
able the Men to recover from the great
exhaustion Caused by the previous
days heat. Lt Mercer [John Thomas
Mercer, First Dragoons] overtook us
and reported for duty. One man died
of Cholera and another taken Sick.
July 10th 1856 [1855]

up at 3 A.m. expecting to March at
Sun rise, but was prevented by the
death and burial of the Man that was
taken ill the day previous. Marched at 5
A.m, route South of South West. Saw
Some Antelope during [the day?] and
a few deer and Soon expect to See
Buffalo. encamped at Clarks Creek.
Thunder Storm after encamping. Men
in better Spirits. My own health good
distance-18 Miles.
July 11 th 1856 [1855]

Marched at 5 A.m. but road badly
defined. Morning cloudy. Thunder
Storm during the March. Struck the
Santa Fe road about 5 Miles from Dia
mond Spring about 9 A.m. and
reached the lost Spring at mid day.
Troops Come up at 2 p.m. and en
camped. To Council Grove about 35
miles and to Fort Union 550 Miles. Saw
Some game during the day and
Marched about 18 Miles. Saw Some
travellers who reported Indians ahead.
poor place to encamp on account of
wood, water and grass. lost a man who
died of Cholera. distance-18 Miles
July 12th 1856[1855]

Marched 5'12 A.m. Morning Cloudy
and warm. reached Cotton Wood
Creek at '12 past one and encamped.
Found a party of Kaw Indians en
camped at the Creek Curing Buffalo
Meat. Had a visit from a chief and
Squaw, who wanted Money, flour &
Sugar. Made a Small Contribution to
there Wants and told them to go. Gave
them bread and meet, the latter they
threw away, and lef[t] in a thunder
Storm, distance 18 Miles.
July 13th 1856[1855]

Marched a 5'12 A .m. and encamped
at Turkey Creek, bad water, no wood,
fresh indications of Buffalo. Saw Some
Antelope, but So wild Icould not obtain
a Shot at them. weather very warm,
but the men in good Spirits. distance-
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19 Miles.
July 14th 1856 [1855]

Marched at 3 A.m. Crossed the little
Arkansaw at 3 P.m. Water poor & no
grass. A harse would not fill himself by
days grazing over twenty ackres. pros
pects depressing. no Indications of In
dians; but plenty of Buffalo. Men Much
fatigued by days march, road [rode] at
least 38 Miles in aiding to find a good
encamping ground. distance March
led] by the Troops-28 Miles.
July 15lh..Sunday

Remained in Camp until 4 p.m. then
Struck our tents and advanced about 6
Miles, and bivouacked to let our Ani
mals graze. No water but what we had
in our Kegs. distance 6 Miles
July 16th 1856[1855]

Resumed our March at day light
and encamped at 10 A.m. about 22
Miles from the little Arkansaw on Cow
Creek. Many Buffalo and Indians in our
Neighbourhood. At Noon a fire broke
out. Caused by neglect of Some Ser
vants in lighting the dry grass. The wind
was high & a [it] Spread rapidly, and in
a few Moments we lost all of our Com
pany tents and Most of the Men's Knap
Sacks, and baggage. AIso about 60 of
our Muskets were badly burned, and
by the firing of Some of them had four
Men wounded one dangerously So.
Fortunately Many of the Muskets had
been loaded by the introduction of the
ball before the powder, which fortu
nately Saved Many lives. The Mishap
has very Much weakened our Strength.
All the Serviceable Arms, carefully e*
amined and loaded, and the men not
on Guard, Caused to Sleep on their
arms to be ready in Case of a Surprise
by the Indians who it was thought
Might take advantage of fire to ap
proach our Camp at night. distance 16
Miles.
July 17th

Weather hot with high wind. A whirl
wind passed through our camp doing
Some damage among our wagons.

Men employed in repairing and
cleaning our damaged arms. Also two
drills ordered to instruct the Men how to
load. Indians Seen about us. Buffalo
plenty but none yet Killed by any of the
Command. We will be able to use
about 46 of the Muskets burned, but
we are the worst organized and armed
body of men ever Sent by Government
to Santa Fe, and if we get through
Safely it is More than is expected by
Many of the officers.
July 18th 1856 [1855]

Marched at Sunrise. Crossed Cow
creek, a small but beautiful Stream.
Lost 4 Dragoons by desertion, who pre
tended to remain behind to water their
Horses. Weather warm. Saw Many Buf
falo and wounded three but got none
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of them. Encamped at 3 pm. about Six
Miles from Walnut Creek on the great
bend of the Arkansaw. Stream low, no
wood but good feed for our Animals
distance about 18 Miles.
July 19th 1856 (1855J

Marched at 7 A.m. and Crossed
Walnut Creek and encamped on the
Arkansaw about 12 Miles from the
creek. Saw thousands of Buffalo and
Killed three, and a calf. Three Infantry
Soldiers deserted with their Arms. 80
Men in our Sick wagons Caused by eat
ing wild plumbs. No wood but good
grass. Passed a Surveying Party at Wa~
nut Creek, locating a position for the
establishment of a Mail Depot.

A fine Spring at the creek. Prospects
of a thunder Storm. tired from horse rid
ing but quite well-distance about 18
Miles.
July 20th 1856 (1855J

Marched at 6 A.m. reached
Pawney Rock 6 miles at 9 Am. Crossed
ash Creek at Noon 12 Miles and en
camped after Crossing Pawney fork.
Morning Cloudy with rain. day Cool
and the Men travelled with much more
ease. passed a party of Gold finders.
who had had 8 horses stolen by Indians
during the Night. Few Buffalo Seen dur
ing the day. Pawney Rock rises about
100 feet above the Surrounding prairie,
and affords a fine view. No Indians
Seen but they are around us. the night
rainey. our Camp is about two Miles to
the left of the road beside ponds of
bad water, distance 18 miles.
July 21 st 1856 (1855J

Marched at 7 Am. Morning rainey.
Crossed Coon Creek about Noon
turned to the left and advanced to the
river. and encamped at 3 p.m. This
days march was peculiar hard on the
Men, as it rained heavily almost all the
time. 120 Men Sick in the wagons.
Stampede of our train Shortly after
Crossing the Creek. Crossed it at the
upper foard [ford]. Good grass on the
river but no wood. The Country on the
right bank of the river very level, but on
the other bank rising in Sand hills. The
river foardable [fordable] and was
crossed by Men to obtain wood. No
Buffalo Seen during the day. And but
little other game on the prairies. dis
tance about 18 miles.
July 22nd 1856 (1855J Sunday

Marched at 6 A.m. and encamped
at 3 p.m. day warm and foggy until
about 10 A.m. and closed by a heavy
thunderstorm. our Cattle lost during the
Night, but recovered during the day by
a party of 20 Dragoons commanded
by Lieut Mercer. Grass & Water but no
wood to be found near our encamp
ment. Water rising in the Arkansaw,
which may trouble us when we have to
Cross-Distance about-18 miles
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July 23rd 1856 (1855J
Marched at 7 A.m. and encamped

at 2 p.m. route close along the river.
Country rolling with lime Stone hills re
sembling chalk. No game or Indians
Seen. day warm and partly Cloudy
and Closes with a thunderstorm. Buried
a Dragoon who died of Cholera. dis
tance 16 Miles.
July 24th 1856 [1855J

Marched at 61
/. A.m. and passed

Fort Atkenson [Fort Atkinson, just west of
present Dodge City. founded 1850 and
abandoned 1854] at noon, and en
camped about 3 Miles beyond it, day
very warm and cloudy. Country a rol~

ing prairie. the most desolate we have
passed through. No game. Seven Indi
ans Seen watching us from the oppo
site Side of the river. Fort Atkinson is a
Sod Work. put up but a few years Since
and abandoned about a year Since. It
is in the Middle of the Indian Country
and was once in great danger of being
taken by the indians. It is on the left
bank of the Arkansaw and c1ase up to
it. Its position on the road to New
Mex[ico] may have been good, but it is
too remote from its Most Needful Sup
ply, that is wood: which Could not be
obtained Short of 18 miles from the
post. In case of trouble with the indians.
it would require the entire Command
of the Post as an escort. to obtain a few
loads of wood. distance-18 miles.
July 25-1856 [1855]

Marched at 6 A.m. over a lime Stone
ridge and rolling prairie. very barren.
passed a train encamped on the River.
havil1g Annuities for the indians. Come
in Sight of the 7th Infty. Comanded by
Col P. [Pitcairn] Morrison. Found we
could not reach their encampment.
and therefore we turned to the left and
encamped. In looking [ab]out our posi
tion we Came up[on] a large Camp
very lately occupied by the Indians.
Supposed to be in force at least 3000
Strong. Fire and thunder Storm during
the afternoon. At Sun down a large
train of wagons Seen Coming over the
hills. It proved to be contractors train 10
days from Fort Union. and we Sent let
ters by it to the States. Distance about
18 miles.
July 26th 1856 [1855J

Marched at 7 A.m. and encamped
at noon. A few Indians in our neigh
bourhood who moved across the river.
Sent Lieut Carr [Milton T. Carr, First Dra
goons] forward with a party of Dra
goons to examine the water in the Ci
maron River. and if he found a Supply
to report by Sending back Some of his
Men.-Crossed the Arkansaw during the
day and encamped. distance-6 miles.
July 271h 1856 [1855J

Our express has returned, and Lt.
Carr reports that we cannot obtain wa-
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ter on the Cimaron route. Day very hot.
Commenced recrossing the river at 5
p.m. and encamped. A heavy thunder
Storm. at 7 p.m. lightning took effect
near one of our trains, and caused a
Stampeed among our Mules, found
much difficulty in locating our Camp in
the dark which was done at 10 p.m.-di
stance about 11 Miles.
July 28th 1856 (1855)

Marched at Sun rise and reached a
body of Comanche Indians 2500
Strong and of Kiowas 1500 Strong.

As we approached their position
they broke up their camp. Packed their
animals and Sent their families away,
and formed in line Close to the road. All
well mounted & Armed with rifles, bows
& arrows. At this disposition our wagons
were formed in two Columns and
Closed up.

The space between our leading
wagons was about 30 yards. A Strong
rear guard formed close up to the rear
wagons. Our 100 Dragoons each lead
ing a horse Kept the road and
marched directly in front of the leading
wagons. with directions that if the Indi
ans made an attack, to fall back be
tween the wagons to obtain protec
tion for their horses. Our Infantry
Marched by a flank with bayonets
fixed. This arrangement was defective,
as it threw the infantry too far in ad
vance and placed it in the power of
the Indians to have Arrowed our Ani
mals before the infantry Could have
given any protection. Our defense
Should have been wagons in two Col
umns and the Dragoons between
them. The infantry in two lines Marching
as flankers on the right and left Sides of
the wagons. A front and rear guard
close on the end of the Column; and
thus in case of an attack they would
have been met promptly at all points
by the fire of the infantry. our position
was critical but fortunately there was
no overt act on either Side. but the indi
ans for Miles pressed hard on our left
flank and rear. and if a fight had taken
place. it is presumed by all that our
Command would have been wiped
out, but they would have had to work
hard for it. The[y] left us about noon
and we encamped at 3 p.m. Our posi
tion Strong having the River in our rear
and our wagons in a Semicircle from
flank to flank for our front. Our Camp
visited by the Chiefs. of whom Old
Shave[d] head, the King of the Co
manches was one. White Eagle & Buf
falo Hump were the principle after him.
Our talk was through a Mexican boy.
presumed to be a girl. whom they have
in Captivity. Gave them Some hard
bread Some Sugar and they left our
Camp without causing trouble
distance 20 miles.
July 29th 1855 Sunday
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Marched at 5 A.m. and encamped
at 2 p.m. Position a little below Chotoes
[Chouteau's] Island in the Arkansaw.
Not troubled during the day with the In
dians but Crossed many fresh trails. The
day warm but men in good Spirits.
Country more rolling and wood in
creasing in quantity along the River.
Should have remarked, that in addition
to the body of Indians whose encamp
ment we passed on the 28 inst, there
was a large party, Supposed to be at
least a thousand Strong, encamped on
the opposite Side of the river, who did
not break up on our approach, but
tumed out on the Sand hills to See us
pass. If trouble had taken place be
tween us and the party on our Side of
the river. the two bodies could have
united their Strength on us in ten Min
utes. distance 22 Miles.
July 30th 1856 (1855]

Marched at 7 A.m. and encamped
at 11 A.m. a little above Chotoes Is
land, preparatory to Crossing the San?
desert by the Aubry route. Lieut DavIs
[Benjamin Franklin Davis, Rrst Dra
goons] sent out with a party of 20 Dra
goons to examine the Supply of water
at Bear Creek. Indians discovered
watching our movements. Two Signal
fires lighted by them. A party of Dra
goons sent to examine the Condition
of a large prairie fire, which had been
lighted by the Indians, and appeared
to be approaching us. this was about
nine a clock at night. The party re
turned in an hour and reported the fire
on the opposite Side of the river and
from Sixty to Eighty indians at it-
distance 12 Miles.
July 31 s1 1855

Still in Camp but No News from Lieut
Davis. Apprehensions for his Safty. At
Noon Council Called, and resolved to
follow the Lieut. At 4 p.m. Crossed the
Arkansaw and took up our line of
March, following the route Lieut Davis
had taken.

The watch fires lighted by the Indi
ans when we left the river. At Sun down
a violent thunder Storm Set in, which
became So violent that at 11 p.m. we
were forced to hault. Corralled our
wagons as we best could in the dark to
protect our Animals. This was. to [the]
most violent thunder Storm Ithink Iever
witnessed and the nights tramp we
had in it will be long remember[ed] by
all of us. distance 18 miles.
August 1-1855

Marched at day light and reached
Bear Creek at 1p.m. Wood and water
plenty and but little grass. Passed a
dead horse having a Saddle and bridle
and all attached to him. Shortly after
reach a train of wagons from which the
Indians had stampeeded the Animals,
and was presumed by us that the horse
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we passed must have belonged to the
train. distance 22 miles.
August 2nd Marched at 8 A.m and en
camped at 3 pm. Volcanic hill near our
Camp. Copper and Iron indicated.
Water scarce, wood plenty; but grass
very poor. Buried a Man who died of
Cholera. I Should have noted, that we
found Lieut Davis, the day previous, at
bear Spring, awaiting our arrival; the
man he had Sent back had haulted
with the teamsters of the train we
passed distance 18 Miles
August 3rd 1855

In Camp recruiting our Strength for a
forced March of 40 Miles across a
Sandy desert, which must be made
without water.
August 4th 1855

In Camp to let a man recover
Strength for the March, after a Surgical
opperation of Amputation of an arm at
the Shoulder Joint. This poor fellow was
one of the men wounded by the firing
of Muskets, caused by the fire we had
in Camp on the 16th of July.
August 5th 1855-Sunday

The Man Sank under the wound,
and has been buried. Marched at 5
p.m. Weather warm, indication o.f a
Stormy night. The Men Marched rapidly
until Mid Night. and then became dis
orderly by leaving the ranks. Haulted
until morning. distance 26 Miles.
August 6th 1855

Resumed our March at day light,
and we reached the Cimaron Creek at
Noon, and encamped. Men Mutinous.
No grass bad water, plenty of wood.
Country hilly and volchanic. distance
about 14 Miles.
August 7th 1855

Marched at 7 and encamped at 11
A.m. at the upper Spring Cimarron
River. Country hilly and volcanic. Grass
and water very good but no wood. The
Mail from Santa Fe reported to be
about 2 Miles above us at an other
Spring. At 2 p.m. Sent our letters by ex
press to the Mail, and had them
placed in the bags. The Mail passed
our Camp, and the agent Made us a
visit at 5 p.m. He Said he would travel
about ten Miles further. and when it be
came dark, he would tum off from the
road and without lighting fires encamp
for the Night. Distance about 9 Miles.
August 8th 1855

Marched at 6 A.m. and encamped
at noon at the Springs of Cedar Creek.
Had to open the Springs & dig for wa
ter. No wood, but grass pretty good. A
Noted place where train and the Mail
have been attacked by Indians. Made
preparations accordingly. Rabat [Rab
bit] Ear Mountains Seen at a great dis
tance. On our right but very remote,
the Ratoon Mountains Seen rising like
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black Clouds above the prairies. dis
tance about 16 Miles.

August 9'" 1855
Marched at 6 A.m. and Crossed

McNeeces Creek [McNees Crossing]
at 10'/2 A.m. & encamped on the Cot
tonwood Creek at 3 p.m. the Country
more rugged and therefore more inter
esting and beautiful. Volcanic Moun
tains of various form Seen in the dis
tance of at least 50 Miles looming up
higher than the Crows Nest at West
point. But little water at McNeeses
Creek, grass poor and no wood. Grass
good in Camp. Water good, but not
Certain with a Scant supply of wood.
Saw Many Antelopes during the day
and Indian fires in the Mountains. We
are in a hostile Indian Country, viz the
Utaws and Apaches, and at all the wa
tering places from Cedar Creek to
Santa Fe, trains and Mail parties have
been cut off by Said Indians. Day part
Cloudy and warm. Distance 20 Miles

August the 101h 1855
Marched at 7 A.m. and encamped

at Rab[b]it Ear Creek at 2 p.m. day very
warm, grass very good Water and
wood plenty. Met a War party of Che
manchus [Comanches] returning they
Said from a trail after the Utaws. Not
painted but in their War dresses. Coun
try becoming More interesting by lofty
Mountains before us. distance about
16 Miles.

August 11 th 1855
Marched at 6 A.m. and reached

Rock Creek at 1 P.m. and encamped
at White Creek at 5 p.m. Poor water
and grass at both creeks and no wood.
Many Antelopes and Rattle Snakes. Vis
ited Rabit Ear Mountain [either this oc
curred earlier, for they were miles be
yond the Rabbit Ears, or Thornton was
confused about the name of the peak
they tried to climb this day] and at
tempted its ascent. but it was too
abrupt, & about 1000 feet high. Earth
piled in all Shapes and forms by vol
canic action around us; blackened by
fires and gray with age. Distance 25
miles

August 12th 1855 Sunday
Marched at 6 A.m. and reached

Point of Rocks at 11 A.m. No water but
wood and poor grazing. had to return
four Miles to find a Camp, which we es
tablished at 1 p.m. poor grass, but little
wood plenty of fine water. Horses
Stampeaded about 3 p.m. and for a
time it looked as if we would loose
them all; as well as our Mules. Men Sent
out in every direction in persuit of them.
Fires lighted as Signals for the Men to re
turn by. About Mid night Many horses
and Mules brought back, distance 12
Miles

(continued next issue)
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HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITS-

Hollis Heagerty, Aurora MO, who
contributed the diary of his great
grandfather, William Heagerty, for
publication in the August 1994 issue
of WT, died September 14,1998. Leo
and Bonita Oliva visited Heagerty at
his home in Missouri shortly after
the publication of the diary and were
shown the original diary, the revol
ver carried by his great-grandfather
on the Santa Fe Trail, and a razor
found near the Heagerty farm in
1855 shortly after the departure of
federal troops commanded by Robert
E. Lee. These were Hollis's prized
possessions.

• • • •
SFTA Publicity Coordinator Mi-

chael Pitel will retire from the New
Mexico Department of Tourism on
May 31, 1999, having worked in the
state tourism office since 1977. In
recognition ofPitel's 22 years ofserv
ice, he was inducted into the New
Mexico Tourism Hall of Fame on
April 22, 1999. Noting that Pitelleft
a legacy of creativity, enthusiasm,
and hard work, he was recognized for
the development of the first toll-free
fulfillment line for the state, initia
tion of group press tours, develop
ment of a tracking system for
advertising-generated inquiries, and
being the first professional to sys
tematically track and study trends
and attendance at major events,
thus, playing a major role in the
growth and sophistication of New
Mexico's tourism industry. SFTA
owes a debt of gratitude to Mike for
his promotion of the Santa Fe Trail
while at the tourism office, and looks
forward to his continued support.

• • • •
Ambassador Paul Bentrup did it

again! On his way to the SFTA Board
meeting at the Santa Fe Trail Center
in April, Bentrup was stopped by the
Highway Patrol for going 75 mph.
The fast-talking Ambassador got off
with a warning ticket (again). Ear
lier on the way he had a diabetic in
sulin reaction. At Jetmore he gave
himself an insulin injection. He con
tinued on to Larned, maybe too much
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injected, and was caught by the pa
trolman. Because he escaped the fine
(again), Bentrup placed an adver
tisement (again) in the Larned Till
er and Toiler recounting his experi
ence and the hazards of diabetic dri
vers, noting that one was the cause
of Marc Simmons's near fatal crash
in 1986. Thank you, Ambassador, for
this safety tip. Slow down, Bentrup.

• • • •
Marc Simmons is promoting the

50th anniversary of the publication
of Jack Schaefer's Shane. In 1974,
for the 25th anniversary, Simmons
chaired a committee to promote the
occasion through exhibits, press re
leases, and writing articles. Shane
has been printed in 70 or more edi
tions, 30 foreign languages, and has
been adopted in many high school
and college courses as a student text.
Simmons considers it worthwhile to
read or reread this contemporary
classic.

• • • •
Marc Simmons has written the

foreword to Nasano Garcia's new
book, Brujas, Bultos y Brasas: Tales
of Witchcraft and the Supernatural,
to be published in June 1999.

• • • •
Tom Steele ofSanta Fe, End of the

Trail Chapter member and newslet
ter editor, was an extra in The Hi-Lo
Country, a movie shot mostly in the
Santa Fe area. All his close-ups
ended on the cutting-room floor.
Steele saw himself about seven
times in the film, "but too quickly for
anyone else to notice!"

• • • •
The Friends of Arrow Rock are

celebrating their 40th anniversary
(Congratulations!) by refurbishing
the Dr. John Sappington exhibits.
Sappington's Anti-Fever Pills, with
quinine, were used by Trail travel
ers.

• • • •
Plans are underway to renovate

the Kit Carson Cemetery at Taos,
NM. Headstones will be repaired,
sunken graves filled, a flagpole er
ected, and a handicapped-accessible
trail added throughout the two-acre
cemetery.

• • • •
Southwest Museum Services pre-

pared a video for the Cimarron Heri
tage Center, Boise City, OK, of the
story and sites of the Santa Fe Trail
in Cimarron County. This is a fine
asset to the CHC exhibits.
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CAMP TALES

-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Chapter presidents with e-mail,
please provide that address to WT.

WetlDry Routes Chapter Web
master Larry Mix has offered to put
all current chapter newsletters on
the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter web
page. Send him your newsletter by e
mail or on disk (he will not keyboard
from your hard copy) to 202 N Gray
St, St John KS 67576.

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The regular quarterly meeting
was held January 16 at the Cimar
ron Heritage Center in Boise City,
OK. A hearty stew or chili luncheon
and some excellent entertainment by
twelve members of the Felt High
School speech department was en
joyed by 29 members and guests.

President Brown reported that 21
persons, representing four chapters
and nine communities, attended the
mapping seminar held November 14.

Brown handed out a survey ask
ing members opinions on changes in
meeting dates and chapter direction
as well as asking members to serve
on committees. Nomination forms
for the Presidential Awards to be
presented on April 24 were included.
Members indicated that they were
interested in more trips and outings.
The consensus was that chapter
members are really interested in the
history/education of the Santa Fe
Trail on the Cimarron Cutoff.

There was a discussion on
whether "cutoff' should be elimi
nated from the name of the chapter,
since the Cimarron Route was not a
cutoff and the term is not historical,
and members overwhelmingly voted
to keep the name Cimarron Cutoff.

It was reported that Leo Gamble
had major surgery before Christmas
and was recuperating at home and
on dialysis. The April 24 meeting
was held in Clayton, NM.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
1227 S Bryan
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309

No report.
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Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(316) 356-1854

No report.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR I Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

The quarterly meeting was held at
the court house in Council Grove the
evening of April 22. Al Bunting re
ported that the stem for the Wil
mington school house wall was
poured and we are looking for some
one to help re-lay the stone wall that
was pushed out three years ago by
vandals. We have confirmation that
the chapter liability insurance will
cover the activities of the Sympo
sium September 23 through 26,
1999. The Symposium committee
has been meeting every month and
has everything well in hand.

The 1999 trail ride plans are com
plete. It will leave Burlingame June
8 and arrive in Council Grove June
11. Anyone wanting to come sooner
may participate in cloverleaf rides
from the Burlingame Rodeo grounds
June 6 & 7. For registration forms
write 130 W. Main St., Council
Grove or call 316-767-5826 or 785
793-2248. Camp sites: June 8, 4
miles west of Harveyville; June 9,
Chalk Mound; June 10, Ii miles
south of Alta Vista; June 11, Council
Grove. We will be in the Wah-Shun
Ga parade June 12.
End of the Trail
President George Donoho Bayless
PO Box 156
Chama NM 87520
(888) 368-4868

Formal dedication of the Santa Fe
Trail crossing markers will be Sun
day, July 11, 1999. Mayor Larry Del
gado, city works' officials, and resi
dents who allowed installation of the
signs will be our official guests. We
will meet at 4:00 p.m. at the home of
Dr. Willam and Peggy Jones, 825
East Zia Road (2/10 mile from the in
tersection of Old Santa Fe Trail and
E. Zia). Signs will be posted. There is
plenty of parking space.

Santa Fe Public Works Depart
ment installed the 18 Trail crossing
signs on Santa Fe's southeast side
the week of February 22,1999. Craig
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Watts, Traffic Division Director of
Public Works, worked closely with
the chapter on this project that took
nearly four years to complete. See
separate article and photo of sign.

Signs are at the following loca
tions (if you don't have Mike Pitel's
"Historic Santa Fe Map," a city map
will help you): Coronado and Old
Pecos Trail, Camino Cacto, Camino
Rancheros at Garcia and also at Old
Santa Fe Trail, Carmelite Monas
tery lot at Camino del Monte Sol and
Old Santa Fe Trail, Trail Cross
Court, 825 E. Zia Road, 696 E. Zia
Road, Calle Espejo at Calle Cacique,
Calle de Leon at Fort Union Dr., and
Camino Pinones near Old Pecos
Trail. Seven locations boast two
signs, the remaining four have one.

Over 60 people attended a joint
meeting of the Salida del Sol Chap
ter and the End of the Trail Chapter
March 20. Chautauquan Bart Bar
bour, historian for the National Park
Service, portrayed John L. Hatcher,
mountain man, speaking from the
year 1856. He described setting off
on the Santa Fe Trail in 1835 to be
come a trapper and trader for Wil
liam Bent and Ceran St. Vrain and
an adopted member of the Kiowa na
tion. Hatcher was acquainted with
others who left their mark along the
Trail, such as Kit Carson, John Fre
mont, Jim Beckwith, and others.
Hatcher moved on to California in
1856. Historian Barbour discussed
bigotry and racism within the con
text of the period.

A field trip to San Miguel del Vado
(sponsored by EoT and Corazon
chapters) is planned for May 15 as
part of NM Historical Preservation
Week. Frances Levine, ethnohisto
rian and division head of SFCC, will
present a historical summary from
the time of the original land grant
and settlement in the late 1700s to
1848 when the U.S. took possession
of NM. Alice Bustamonte will lead a
tour of the Custom House and area.

Corazon de los Caminos
President Steve Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Rt
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683

The chapter has many plans for a
new season of activities on the Trail.
Bev and Hal Jackson have planned
an exciting schedule of events. The
board has met twice. Trail mappers,

Wagon Tracks

led by Pat and Michael Macklin,
have been busy. Trail crossing mark
ers will be in place this spring,
thanks mainly to Nancy Robertson.

We have our own website at
<www.nmhu.edulresearchlsftraillco
razon.htm>. Alma Gregory, Sara
Hanna, and Mike Olsen worked hard
on this. Jean Hinkle has signed on as
chapter historian, and Wink Winkel
will again author our newsletter.
Planning continues for Symposium
2001 in Las Vegas, led by Steve
Whitmore, Mike Olson, Harry My
ers, Faye Gaines, and Milt Swenson.

The season's first meeting was
well-attended at the Santa Clara
Cafe in Wagon Mound, NM. Dennis
Schneider of Cimarron gave a first
rate presentation on Rayado. For a
time Rayado was the home of Kit
Carson and Lucien Maxwell.

On April 11, 38 chapter members
traveled to scenic Mills Canyon. Jack
Urban gave some background infor
mation on Melvin Mills during the
time Mills was a lawyer in Eliza
bethtown and subsequent Colfax
County seats. Pat Macklin gave a
summary of the prehistory and geol
ogy of the canyon, and Harry Myers
gave a brief sketch on Lt. Abert's ac
count of the canyon.

Santa Fe Trail Heritage Day was
celebrated on the Las Vegas Plaza on
Sunday, May 1. Thanks especially to
Frances Casey and Mary Whitmore
for helping with the chapter's booth
which drew much attention. Presi
dent Stephen Whitmore and VP
Faye Gaines attended the SFTA
board meeting at the Santa Fe Trail
Center, Larned, KS, on April 17.

May 15 a joint meeting with the
End of the Trail chapter to com
memorate New Mexico Heritage
Preservation Week will be held at
San Miguel del Vado. On May 16
Jack Urban will host the chapter
meeting at the Elizabethtown Mu
seum.

Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Larned KS 67550

On January 3 the winter meeting
was held at the Municipal Building
in Kinsley, KS. Reports were given
by the mapping/marking, chuck wa
gon, T-shirt, and seminar commit
tees. Officers for 1999 were elected:
President Rusti Gardner, Vice-Pre-
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sident Howard Losey, Secretary/
Treasurer Ida Yeager, and Program
Director David Clapsaddle. Appoint
ed to the Faye Anderson Committee
were: Alice Clapsaddle, Ann Warner,
LeVeda Cross, Joyce Losey, and Vir
ginia Walters. Howard Losey was
appointed to the MappinglMarking
Committee, and Janice Klein was
appointed to service as the 1999
judge for the chapter's Kansas His
tory Day Award.

In other business, the Chapter
voted (1) to expend $500 for five in
terpretive markers; (2) to prepare
and serve the lunch for the Fort
Larned Old Guard meeting on April
24 (ed. note: they also prepared and
served the dinner), (3) to sponsor
Shirley Stein for the SFTA Teacher
Award and Sibley's Camp for the
Landowner's Award, and (4) to begin
mailing 200 copies of Traces at bulk
rate.

A special award was presented to
Max Zimmerman of St. John for his
assistance with the chapter's inter
net efforts. Clara Goodrich was hon
ored with the Faye Anderson Award.
Following the business session, a
well received program was presented
by Manhattan artist Jerry Thomas.

The chapter's spring meeting was
held April 4 in Garfield. Following a
hearty frontier meal of roast elk, the
chapter considered a number of busi
ness items. Reports were heard re
garding the mapping-marking proj
ect, chuck wagon meals to be served
at the annual FLOG meeting, the
upcoming seminar, Faye Anderson
Award, and Kansas History Day
Award. Discussion was conducted
relative to T-shirt sales, bulk mail
ing permit, and SFTA awards. Also
discussed were liability insurance
for the chapter and the geographical
boundaries of the chapter.

After the conclusion of the busi
ness session, members of the chapter
toured the original Dry Route. Sites
visited included three recently-iden
tified rut locations.

The high intensity aluminum in
terpretive markers voted on at the
January meeting measure 18 by 24
inches and are mounted on 4 X 4 ce
dar posts. Locations to be marked in
clude: (1) the Pawnee Fork Crossing
near Larned, (2) Forks in Santa Fe
Trail, (3) the Junction of the Fort
Larned Military Road and the Wet
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Route at Coon Creek crossing near
Garfield, (4) Roadside park in Of
ferle, (5) the Junction of the Wet and
Dry Route east of Fort Dodge. Plans
call for an additional five such mark
ers to be placed in the year 2000.

Thanks to Larry Mix and the as
sistance of satellite photographs,
three more ruts have been identified
on the original Dry Route which ran
to the Caches two miles west of pres
ent Dodge City. One rut is located
near Bellfont, the other near Spear
ville, and another near Offerle.

David Clapsaddle led a two-day
traveling seminar dedicated to the
1867 Hancock Expedition April 17
18, 1999. From Larned, the group
traveled to Fort Riley to follow the
route taken by Winfield Scott Han
cock, stopping at sites en route to the
Cheyenne/Sioux village site in south
east Ness County. Clapsaddle is pre
paring a series of articles about fre
quently mentioned streams on the
Santa Fe Trail for WetlDry Chapter
newsletter Traces. The first article
on the Pawnee River appeared in
Vol. 6 No.2 (Spring 1999).

Sibley's Camp is selling tickets for
a raffle to raise funds for the opera
tion of the historic site in Larned. To
be raffled is a framed print of Jerry
Thomas's painting "Bold and Fear
less." Tickets are $5.00. The proprie
tors of Sibley's Camp appreciate
SFTA support.
Dodge City!Fort Dodge
David Kloppenborg
PO Box 441
Bucklin KS 67834
(316) 826-3537

On May 7 the chapter met at noon
at the Gunsmoke Restaurant to hear
SFTA President Margaret Sears
present a program.

The chapter is planning another
event in conjunction with the Fort
Dodge third annual July 4th celebra
tion. On Saturday, July 3, at 2:00
p.m. in Eisenhower Hall, we will
sponsor Marla Matkins in a first
person presentation of Elizabeth Ba
con Custer, "Libbie's Story."
Missouri River Ouffltters
President Roger Slusher
1412 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

MRO met on Sunday, April 25, at
2:00 p.m. at the National Frontier
Trails Center in Independence, MO.

Wagon Tracks

Member Julie Daicoff presented her
program on historical gardening. A
Johnson County, Kansas, Extension
Master Gardener, Julie is in charge
of the award-winning garden at the
Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop and
Farmstead in Olathe. She is knowl
edgeable about plants of the time pe
riod and their uses as herbs, dyes,
and food. Julie's presentation surely
motivated gardeners to begin spring
planting.

New officers were elected: Presi
dent Roger Slusher, Vice-President
Nancy Lewis, Secretary Anne Mal
linson, Treasurer Glenda Sours, His
torian John Atkinson, and board
members Anna Belle Cartwright,
Jane Mallinson, Sandy Slusher, Lou
Schumacher. Jr.

Kudos to John Mark Lambertson
for his work uncovering the ruts by
the Bingham-Waggoner House. M
ter the meeting, members hiked to
the site and toured the find. See
separate article in this issue.

Congratulations to member Rob
erta Bonnewitz for her years of work
with the Rice-Tremonti House. It
was recently officially certified by
the NPS in a lovely ceremony at the
house.
Quivira
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

The annual meeting was held
February 28 at the Ellinwood Mu
seum. A short business meeting was
held and officers re-elected: Presi
dent Wayne Smith, Vice-President
Linda Colle, Barton County Director
Robert Button, McPherson County
Director Bruce Palmer, Rice County
Director Pat Hall. A tour of the mu
seum and the tunnels was enjoyed by
participants. The tunnels and build
ings in this area of Ellinwood were
on the Trail as it headed for the Ar
kansas River. Pitts Grove was at the
northernmost point of the Big Bend
before the river makes its drop to the
southeast.

On April 18 the chapter met at
Canton to tour the Maxwell Game
Preserve where buffalo and elk were
seen. Mterward a number of sites in
the Canton area were visited that
need mapping and signage, such as
the Ed Miller grave east of Canton,
Fuller's Ranche south of Galva (this
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is the crossing of Running Turkey
Creek), the crossing of Turkey Creek
on Duane Embers property, and the
Kaw Treaty site on Soya (Dry Tur
key).

On June 4 the chapter will join the
Coronado-Quivira Museum, Lyons,
in presenting a program featuring
Alan Minge who had the Don Anto
nio Chavez provisions box in his col
lection. This is the only known arti
fact from the Chavez murder in
1843.

June 13 will be a tour to Morris
and Lyon counties. Pat Hall has put
together a tour that includes the site
of the A. 1. Baker store and ranche
and the homestead ofBloody Bill An
derson. For this tour we will meet at
the Hays House in Council Grove be
tween 10:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Other tours later in the summer
will include the military roads lead
ing to and connecting with the Santa
Fe Trail.
Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 67114
(316) 284-2095

No report.
Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DD
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

Chapter members enjoyed a so
cial/educational meeting at the
Rocky Ford Museum, March 6. Doug
Thompson, curator, gave a brief tour
of the facilities. A short business
meeting was held and the 1999
budget was approved. Luella Marl
man reported that most of the educa
tional notebooks have been delivered
and that the schools were very happy
to get them (see separate article in
this issue). Dale Kesterson pre
sented the tour schedule for the year.

Dub Couch was the fIrst individ
ual in the nation to submit a com
pleted SFTA Traveler's Credential.
He reported on the interesting expe
riences he had along the Trail as he
collected the required stamps and
applied for the $200 gift certifIcate to
The Fort Restaurant. He plans to
take his brother to The Fort since he
is the one who got Dub interested in
the Trail in the fIrst place.

LaDonna Hutton narrated a slide
presentation prepared by Donna Ab-
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ert on "Early Rocky Ford." After a
brown bag lunch with drinks and
dessert furnished by the Rocky Ford
chapter members, the group was
treated to a trek to the original site of
the "Rocky Ford" crossing of the Ar
kansas River.

Chapter member Frances Keck of
LaJunta, CO, has recently published
a book, Conquistadors to the 21st
Century; A History of Otero and
Crowley Counties, Colorado. The
book traces the history of the area
from the time of the early Spanish
explorers to the present. The Colo
rado Historical Society recently re
leased La Gente, a history of His
panic people in Colorado. Richard
Louden, a member from Branson,
Colorado, authored a section of the
book with a story about ElfIdo Lopez,
an early settler in the Purgatory
Canyon.

The Las Animas High School
sponsors Santa Fe Trail Day each
year. This is the oldest continuously
held school event in Colorado. Don
and Lolly Ming are helping the stu
dent with the square dance part of
the program. This year there is an
increased emphasis on the history of
the Trail. Lolly Ming recently pre
sented the chapter's slide show,
'Wagon Tracks Across Southeast
Colorado," to the entire high school,
and Richard Carrillo gave a talk on
Boggsville.

The next activity will be a tour
May 8 to Point of Rocks Ranch and
the Dorsey Mansion in New Mexico.
Harry Myers will speak at Point of
Rocks. Becky Sauble and Dixie
Odom will host the tour. June 12
Lolly Ming and Richard Louden will
host a tour of the southern part of the
Granada-Fort Union Trail.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS ~
This list includes new member

ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the editor.
We thank you for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Bannister Mall Management Office,

5600 EBannister Rd Suite 150. Kansas
City KS 64137

Ride Into History. Joyce Thierer & Ann
Birney. 2886 N Hwy 99, Admire KS
66830

Wagon Tracks

PATRON MEMBERSHIP
Bradley E. Creed. 840 N Eager Rd, How

ell MI48843

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Jim & Sharon Banister, 4615 N 123 Ter

race, Kansas City KS 66109
Robert & Linda Bumett. 2105 W Beeson,

Dodge City KS 67801
Delbert & Lola Costa. 520 Columbia,

Council Grove KS 66846
Fred & Norma Dorenkamp. PO Box 56.

Granada CO 81041
Bob & Jan Gantz. PO Box 280. Ness City

KS 67560
Franklyn & Esther Heatwole. 318 San

Juan Ave. La Junta CO 81050
Eugene & Jane Jamrozy. 9156 W Wa

terford Sq S, Greenfield WI 53228
Ed & Jo Lindly, 1005 Michael Rd. Man

hattan KS 66502
David & Barbara McDougal, 1033 Fid

dle Creek Rd. Labadie MO 63055
John & Susan Mcintyre, 607 Mills Ave

Box 272. Las Vegas, NM 87701
Christine Smithson & Family, 4550 White

Fence Rd, Canyon TX 79015
Arlan & Sarahmae Swanson, 202 N Ad

ams St, Council Grove KS 66846
Don & Annj Vernon, 6901 Rockhill Rd.

Kansas City MO 64113
Larry & Mary Wilson. 1826 S Honeytree,

Wichita KS 67207
Peggy & Bill Wygle, A-2 Lake Rd. Coun

cil Grove KS 66846

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Judeen Bachura, 1641 S 100 Rd. Coun

cil Grove KS 66846
Harriett Barber, 16497 SW State Rd

#254, Benton KS 67017
Lucille M. Bent, c/o Grace Living Cen

ter. 2400 Modelle, Clinton OK 73601
Barbara Burgess, 6901 Fountaindale,

Topeka KS 66614
Mac Conaway, PO Box 632. Stinnett TX

79083
Gay Lynne Cross, 2700 Ave A Apt 1A.

Dodge City KS 67801
W. R. Davis. PO Box 399. Holly CO 81 047
Katy DeKat. 4215 E 245 st. Lyndon KS

66451
Gerald Gray, 1216N IOApt5.Amarilio

TX 79101
Ron Henzel, 528 NW 25. Oklahoma City

OK 73103
Jean Jordan, 2200 Lester Dr NE Apt 261,

Albuquerque NM 87112
Shelley Kemp. 705 Dover Ave, Lubbock

TX 79416
Frank Kramen, 2201 Forest, Great Bend

KS 67530
Thomas Laidlaw, 1607 Franklin Apt A,

Vancouver WA 98660
Jay Meyer. PO Box 1085. Sublette KS

67877
Carley T. Richardson, 386 Monte Vista
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Rd, Golden CO 80401
Catharine R. Riggs, PO Box J23, Olathe

KS 66061
Gary Bob Sanders, PO Box 1135, Fritch

TX 79036
Rann Schultz, 1318 10th Ave #B, San

Francisco CA 94122
Mae Thomas, RR 1 Box 139A, Council

Grove KS 66846
Ruby Wilde, 15352 Channel Dr, LaCon

nerWA 98257
Deborah Ziegenmeyer, 6799 Arm

strong Rd, Imlay City MI 48444

II-_---.;.T,;,;;RA~I;,;.L ,.;;C,;;.;A;;;;LE;.;,;N;,;;;;D.;.,;A;,;,;;,R__I
Everyone is invited to send no

tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in August, so send informa
tion for September and later to ar
rive by July 20, 1999. Thank you.
June 4, 1999: Quivira Chapter
meeting at Coronado Quivira Mu
seum, Lyons KS.
June 4, 1999: Santa Fe Trail Daze
Tour, Cimarron County OK, (580)
544-3479.
June 4-5, 1999: WetlDry Routes
Chapter Seminar, "Trading Ranches
on the Santa Fe Trail," at Fort Dodge
KS.
June 5, 1999: National Trails Day.
June 5-6, 1999: Springer NM Fi
esta, contact Maria Ortiz, (505) 483
2998.
June 5-7, 1999: Old Spanish Trail
Association national conference, Las
Vegas NV.
June 6, 1999: WetlDry Chapter
meeting, Larned.
June 8-12, 1999: Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter Annual Trail Ride.
June 12, 1999: Bent's Fort Chapter

Santa Fe Trail Association
POBox 31
VVoodston,1GS 67675

Change Service Requested
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tour of Granada-Fort Union Trail,
(719) 523-6968.
June 13, 1999: Quivira Chapter
tour to Morris and Lyon counties.
June 19, 1999: Kid's Quarters,
Bent's Old Fort. Call (719) 383-5010.
June 19, 1999: Tour First Fort Un
ion. Call (505) 425-8025.
June 19-20, 1999: Corazon Chapter
meeting at Trinidad CO.
June 26-27, 1999: Bullwhacker
Days, Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop &
Farm, Olathe KS, (913) 782-6972.
July 3-4, 1999: Celebration at Fort
Dodge.
July 4, 1999: Old Time Independ
ence Day, Fort Larned NHS.
July 4, 1999: Hispanic Fiesta, Las
Vegas NM, (800) 832-5947.
July 10-18, 1999: Santa Fe Trail
Rendezvous, NRA Whittington Cen
ter, Raton NM, (800) 638-6161.
July 11, 1999: Dedication of Trail
crossing markers, Santa Fe, 4 p.m.
July 17, 1999: Cultural Encounters
on the Santa Fe Trail, Fort Union
National Monument, 505-425-8025.
July 17, 1999: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting at Albuquerque
Museum, 1:30 p.m.
July 18,1999: Corazon Chapter Las
Vegas area field trip.
July SO-Aug. 1, 1999: Santa Fe
Trail Encampment, Bent's Old Fort.
Call (719) 383-5010.
Aug. 11-15, 1999: Oregon-California
Trail Association annual conference,
Chico CA, contact Kathy Conway,
(816) 252-2276.
Aug. 12, 1999: National Park Serv
ice Day, free admission to parks.
Sept. l1-Oct. 1, 1999: 10th Annual

Wagon Tracks

SFT bicycle trek. Contact Willard
Chilcott (505) 982-1282 or <Chilcott
l@aol.com>.
Sept. 2S-26, 1999: SFTA Sympo
sium, Council Grove KS. Contact
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.
Oct. 9, 1999: Candlelight tour, Fort
Larned NHS, required reservations
accepted starting Sept. 20.

FROM THE EDITOR
The Fort Larned Old Guard had

an outstanding meeting on April 24,
with speakers, living-history activi
ties, and 15 tipis at the Indian vil
lage site on Pawnee Fork. Total reg
istration was 177. A highlight was
the unveiling of Jerry Thomas's
painting of the village site, "Bold and
Fearless," showing the Cheyenne
and Sioux charging out of the village
on the morning of April 14, 1867, to
go meet General W. S. Hancock's
military expedition. This was a ma
jor event in Trail history and the
story of Indian-white relations on
the Plains, carefully captured by the
artist..

The Old Guard is selling 1,000
limited-edition prints of this mag
nificent painting (numbered and
signed by the artist) to raise funds to
purchase the Indian village site, pre
serve it, and eventually donate it to
Fort Larned NHS. Ifyou would like a
brochure showing the painting and
including prices and an order form
for the prints, please contact me, PO
Box 31, Woodston KS 67675 or call
toll free (888) 321-7341.

Happy Trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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Dedication ofTroll Crossing Markers In Santa Fe, July 11, 1999 (note marker at upper
right); I to r, back row: Craig Watts, Marc Simmons, and David Gaines; front row:
Joyce Remke, Anita Wallmor, Margaret Sears, Larry Delgado, Angle Delgado,
Peggy Jones, S. A. 8ennett. 8111 Jones, Marjorie Greene. and Alex Greene.

NUMBER 4

TRAIL CROSSING MARKERS
DEDICATED IN SANTA FE

THE formal dedication of the Trail
Crossing Markers in Santa Fe was
conducted during the afternoon of
July 11, 1999, at the location of one
of the markers. SFTA President
Margaret Sears, chair of the End of
the Trail Chapter Marker Commit
tee, presented Santa Fe Mayor Larry
Delgado with a commemorative cer
tificate marking the event. Santa Fe
National Historic Trail Superinten
dent David Gaines, National Park
Service Long Distance Trails Group,
presented commemoratives to Presi
dent Sears and Mayor Delgado.

Both presenters stressed the
importance of cooperation and com
mitment on the parts of the City of
Santa Fe, represented by Mayor Del
gado and Craig Watts of the Public
Works Department, the Marker
Committee of the End of the Trail
Chapter, and the National Park
Service. Peggy and Bill Jones, prop
erty owners, who have a marker in
front of their property and some
Santa Fe Trail ruts crossing it,
hosted the celebration.
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WAGON TRACKS

ON THE ROAD WITH THE
COMPADRES PROJECT

by Anna Belle Cartwright
(Cartwright, who received a 8FTA
Award of Merit for her research and
publication of the Hinchey Diary in
WT, recently retired as museum cu
rator at the National Frontier Trails
Center in Independence, MO. She is
director of the 8FTA Compadres Pro
ject. This is her first report on this
program.)
THE notion of a survey of museums
and interpretive centers on or near
the Santa Fe Trail evolved from a
November 1997 SFTA Board retreat,
where promotion of the Trail in mu
seums was one of the topics. Later,
following up on this idea, President
Margaret Sears asked me to be the

(continued on page 6)

ELECTION RESULTS

MEETING AT THE GROVE
SEPTEMBER 23·26, 1999

EVERYTHING is in place for the
1999 SFTA Symposium in Council
Grove, "Treaties, Trails, and Trad
ers," thanks to the hard work of nu
merous volunteers and Coordinator
Jim Selby. Programs and preregis
tration materials have been sent to
all members, and early registration
is encouraged.

Remember college credit is avail
able through Emporia State Univer
sity (for information, call 877-444
8777). For lodging information, con
tact the Council GrovelMorris Coun
ty Convention and Visitors Bureau
at 800-732-9211. See you at the
Grove.

THE ballots have been counted, and
the following officers and directors
have been elected. Anne Mallinson,
head of the nominationg committee,
extends thanks to those who agreed
to run and to all who took time to
vote. Thanks too to the dedicated di
rectors who will be leaving the board
in September: Dave Webb (At
Large), Deanne Wright (Kansas),
and David Hutchison (Oklahoma).

Incumbents elected to serve an
other term are President Margaret
Sears, Vice-President Sam'l Arnold,
and Directors Phil Petersen (Colo
rado), Nancy Lewis (Missouri), and
Faye Gaines (New Mexico). New di
rectors joining the board are Anna
Belle Cartwright (At-Large), Helen
Brown (Kansas), and E. A. "Mike"
Slater (Oklahoma). Congratulations
everyone.

Other officers and directors whose
terms will expire in 2001 are
Sec/Treas Ruth Olson Peters and Di
rectors Jane Lenz Elder (At-Large),
Mary Gamble (Colorado), Joanne
VanCoevern (Kansas), Anne Mallin
son (Missouri), Stephen Whitmore
(New Mexico), and Morris Alexander
(Oklahoma).
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

PERHAPS, like me, you collect bits
and pieces of "stuff' which are more
valuable than trivia, but for which
you cannot find immediate use. Yet,
if the collection sits too long, its time
liness will pass. My solution-a
"President's Potpourri." Thus, this
issue's column is devoted to all those
tidbits which have been accumulat
ing on my desk.

The fIrst item I pulled from this
grab bag is Confrontation on the Fe
Trail, Leo Oliva editor. This SFTA
publication contains proceedings
from the 1993 and 1995 symposia.
Whether or not you attended those
events, you surely will want to add
this collection of excellent symposia
presentations to your Trail library.
Looking at the table of contents.
authors include Tom Chavez, Mike
Olsen, Harry Myers, Leo Oliva, Ben
jamin Kracht, Bill Chalfant, Jane
Lenz Elder, Ray Schulz, and David
Clapsaddle-a veritable who's who
of Santa Fe Trail scholars. Last
Chance Store has an embarrassingly
large supply on hand. The price is
only $10.

National Trails Day is celebrated
annually on the first Saturday of'
June. Hopefully, this is not news to
you, and that your chapter has been
conducting events over the years. If
not, you may want to plan a Trail
fIeld trip that day on a regular basis.
It can provide a great opportunity to
showcase our Trail to the public. If
other historic, scenic, and recrea
tional trails groups are located in
your area, a joint event may open the
door to long term collaboration. Na
tional Trails day in 2000 will be June
3. Mark your calendar and start
thinking of ways to celebrate our
Trail.

Several committees have com
pleted their assignments, and I wish
to heartily thank those for the work
they have done for all of us. These
are Organization Review Task
Force, Jane Mallinson, chair, Mike
Olsen, Virginia Fisher, Ramon Pow
ers, Leo Oliva, and Marc Simmons,
consultant; Nomination Committee,
Anne Mallinson, chair, Lolly Ming,
Morris Alexander; Symposium/Ren
dezvous Review Committee, Steve
Linderer, chair, Helen Brown,
Nancy Lewis. John Schumacher has
recently come aboard as Marker
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Committee chair. He hit the ground
running with plans to continue the
dedicated work of his predecessors.
Rusti Gardner agreed to administer
the Speakers' Bureau. She wrote the
bureau policy and procedures, which
were sent to the chapters in May.

The SFTA 1998 fInancial state
ments appeared with the May
Wagon Tracks. Should you have any
questions, please direct these to
Ruth Olson Peters at our Larned of
fIce. I wish to call your attention to
the term "profIt" as used in the In
come section. "Profit" is inappropri
ate in both instances and should be
deleted. The income shown in the
Symposium line represents gross in
come before expenditures were de
ducted. As for the printer, "sale of
printer" should suffice.

Perusing the Symposium 1999
preliminary program recently re
ceived, it is obvious that another
memorable experience is in store for
us. Year after year the planners con
sistently find new and intriguing
topics tailored to expand our knowl
edge and pique our curiosity about
the Trail (although I am not sure
how to characterize "Bloody Bill"
alongside all those scholarly lectur
ers.) If the registration fee appears
higher than 1997, you will note that
it includes three continental break
fasts and three dinners. My previous
visits to Council Grove confIrm that
those amiable folks will be friends
for life when we leave on that last
Sunday in September.

One of the privileges appended to
this office is to receive the chapter
newsletters. Now, I am well aware of
the traditionally high caliber of the
chapters' programs, but this appears
to be a banner year. Would that I
could attend each and every one. If
you are not joining in your neighbor
ing chapters' meetings, you are miss
ing Trail experiences which may
never come again.

As reported in the May Wagon
Tracks, the Board of Directors ap
proved purchase ofdirectors and offi
cers liability insurance for the SFTA
Board and general liability for both
national and chapters. We are mov
ing forward but more slowly than ex
pected toward a fmal decision. It was
frrst necessary to locate a qualifIed
person to review the policies. That
was dead in the water when I discov
ered Craig Crease, a SFTA member
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from the greater Kansas City area, is
an insurance broker. He graciously
agreed to provide the necessary ex
pertise. Thus, yet another busy
member stepped forward at a time of
great need. Thanks, Craig. Now we
are waiting to receive modifications
to the policies-nothing stays con
stant for long. Hopefully, by the time
you read this, that will be accom
plished, and we will be able to wind
up this lengthy project.

As impossible as it may seem, this
Board term is about to expire. At
Council Grove we will say a sad fare
well to three valuable directors-<mr
two Daves, Dave Webb, at-large,
David Hutchison, Oklahoma, and
Deanne Wright, Kansas. It is impos
sible to properly articulate the con
tributions they have made and will
continue to make, but we know that
SFTA is stronger because of them.

The last item in this grab bag is a
most important tidbit. Actually, the
only reason it is at the end of the mis
sive is that to its sheer weight has
plummeted it to the bottom. I am re
ferring to our highly competent na
tional headquarters staff-Ruth Ol
son Peters and Linda Revello. With
out a doubt, they keep SFTA afloat,
or metaphorically, sailing down that
sea of grass which is much of the
Trail. They are not only efficient,
but, most importantly, they expres~

genuine concern for our members
needs. It is not possible for us to ade
quately express our appreciation,
but we must never stop trying.

The potpourri basket is empty.
See you at the Grove.

-Margaret Sears

I JEAN TYREE HAMILTON

Jean Tyree Hamilton. 1909-1999,
grew up on the Santa Fe Trail, La
fayette County, Missouri, just east of
Tabo Creek crossing. In the 1950s,
then living in Saline County, she and
her husband Henry platted the route
of the Trail in Saline County. They
talked with descendants of those
who lived along the Trail and identi
fied traces which are now gone.

In the early 1960s Jean wrote
Arrow Rock: Where Wheels Started
West. She served as vice-president of
the Friends of Arrow Rock, 1960
1985. According to Kathy Borgman,
executive director of the Friends of
Arrow Rock, Jean was "simply a
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grand and gracious lady in so many
ways."

She was a charter member of
SFTA. When legislation was pro
posed in Congress to add the Santa
Fe Trail to the National Trails Sys
tem, Jean promoted the Missouri
portion of the Trail. She accompa
nied the NPS survey team and Greg
ory Franzwa's mapping expedition
through Saline County in 1988.

At the 1989 SFTA Symposium in
Santa Fe, Jean received the Award
of Merit for Outstanding Achieve
ment. In 1992 she received the dis
tinguished service award from the
State Historical Society of Missouri
for outstanding contributions to
state and local history.

In addition to Trail work, she and
her husband were active in the Mis
souri Archaeology Society and were
recognized for their studies and pub
lications of the discoveries of Indian
artifacts at Van Meter State Park in
Saline County.

Kathy Borgman declared, "no
other single individual has done as
much for the historical integrity of
the Friends ofArrow Rock than Jean
Tyree Hamilton." Her work for the
Santa Fe Trail was important, too,
and she is fondly remembered.

DEDICATION ADDED TO
SYPMPOSIUM PROGRAM

NATIONAL Park Service officials
will be on hand at the symposium on
Thursday afternoon, September 23,
4:45 p.m. for the dedication of the 10
wayside exhibits in Council Grove
that the NPS has designated on the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
The dedication will take place on the
Neosho Riverwalk near the exhibit
for the Neosho River crossing.

Andrea Sharon, interpretive spe
cialist from NPS, and Kathy Snelling
of the Council Grove Convention and
Visitors Bureau will coordinate the
program. The 10 exhibits are the
most of any site on the Trail. The ex
hibits are four feet tall and have full
color interpretive panels that are
three feet by two feet.

Two paintings by Charles Goslin
are featured on the Council Oak
treaty sign and the Campground
sign. Goslin's works will be on dis
play in the Symposium Book Store.
Everyone attending the symposium
is invited to attend this dedication.
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SIXTH TRAILS CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 12-16

by Ross Marshall

(Former SFTA President Marshall is
SFTA representative to the Partner
ship for the National Trails System.)

THE Sixth Conference on National
Scenic and Historic Trails will be
held at the Zephyr Point Conference
Center on Lake Tahoe, September
12-16, 1999. These semi-annual con
ferences focus on the 20 National
long-distance trails, including the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail,
which comprise the National Trails
System.

This Sixth Conference is co-hosted
by the Pacific Crest Trail Associa
tion, Oregon-California Trail Asso
ciation, and the Tahoe Rim Trail As
sociation, and each of these trails
will be featured in the bus tours of
fered. Sponsored by the Partnership
for the National Trails System and
various other groups, including the
National Park Service, the theme for
the Conference is "Discover the Gold
-Full Funding for America's Na
tional Trails." Several speakers will
address this topic.

Coinciding with the 150th anni
versary of the 1849 Gold Rush, the
various interactive workshops and
plenary sessions will examine how to
secure federal, state, and private
funding to support trail projects,
how to protect trail resources, and
how non-profit organizations (like
SFTA) can develop more effective
strategies in funding.

One or more SFTA members have
attended each of the previous five
conferences and that will be true this
year. Ifyou would like more informa
tion write PCTA, 5325 Elkhorn Blvd,
Suite 256, Sacramento CA (916-349
1268) or call me at 913-262-6445 or
e-mail marshall@gvi.net.

HELP NEEDED TO SAVE
SWALES IN KANSAS CITY

A remnant of Trail swales at 85th
and Manchester in Kansas City, MO,
is being purchased by the Cave
Spring Association in order to pre
serve these ruts. Funds are needed
to match a $10,000 grant to complete
this purchase. Donations may be
sent to Cave Spring Association,
Save the Swales Fund, 8701 E Greg
ory, Kansas City MO 64133.
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WET/DRY CHAPTER WEBSITE
EARNS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD

LARRY Mix's hard work developing
and maintaining the outstanding
Wet/Dry Routes Chapter internet
website was recently rewarded. The
site was selected as a featured page
in StudyWeb, one of the best educa
tional resources on the web. The pro
fessional staff at StudyWeb select
only the finest sites to be included in
StudyWeb's reviews. Each site in
StudyWeb includes a detailed review
describing its merits. The chapter
website can now display the prestig
ious StudyWeb Excellence Award.
Congratulations Larry!

The chapter web page is found at
<http://www.stjohnks.net/papagram
/wdrindexlwdrindex.html>. Study
Web is located at <http://www.study
web.com>. Inclusion on this site will
increase the exposure of the Trail
around the world.

The WetlDry website has aver
aged 13 hits per day since it has been
on the World Wide Web. There have
been visitors from throughout the
United States and more than 20 for
eign countries.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
WET/DRY SEMINAR

THE WetlDry Routes Chapter suc
cessfully completed its third annual
seminar at the Kansas Soldiers
Home in Fort Dodge, June 4-5, 1999.
An art show was featured Friday
evening and remained on display
during the programs on Saturday.
The work of Jerry Thomas was fea
tured, as well as works by artists
Keith Chadd and Bob Button, with
works from the collections of Ray
Schulz and David Clapsaddle.

The theme of the seminar was
"Trading Ranches on the Santa Fe
Trail," and speakers David Clapsad
dle, Michael Olsen, Leo Oliva, and
William Chalfant covered the topic
thoroughly and interestingly. Janice
Klein made local arrangments. Ida
Yeager was in charge of registration.
Chapter President Rusti Gardner
was mistress of ceremonies. The ses
sions were well attended and com
ments were favorable.

The chapter's forthcoming book, A
Directory of Santa Fe Trail Sites,
was unveiled. Orders were taken.
See following article for more infor
mation.

4

WET/DRY ROUTES TRAIL
DIRECTORY AVAILABLE

THE Wet/Dry Routes Chapter is
pleased to announce completion of A
Directory of Santa Fe Trail Sites.
This compilation is the culmination
of a ten-year study of various Trail
routes in the WetlDry area between
Fort Larned and Fort Dodge and
along the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge
Road that served as the eastern end
of Trail traffic during 1867-1868 and
as a route for military supply trains
until 1873.

Each of the 105 sites included is
identified on the original township
survey maps that showed the vari
ous routes as they appeared in the
early 1870s. Each site is also identi
fied by legal description (section,
township, and range) and land
owner, GPS location, topographical
evidence, physical evidence, historic
description, and distance as meas
ured from another site as docu
mented by contemporary accounts.

The format is loose-leaf, allowing
for easy corrections. Each chapter is
paginated by its own numbering sys
tem, which will allow for deletions
and additions expediously.

The Directory is replete with his
toric maps and contemporary and
modern photographs, all ofwhich en
hance the attractive volume. The
price is $35 plus $5 shipping and
handling. Make checks payable to
the WetlDry Routes Chapter and
mail to Ida Yeager, SedTreas, 416
Wichita Ave, Larned KS 67550.

The book may be picked up from
David Clapsaddle, saving the ship
ping charges. Contact him at 215
Mann, Larned KS 67550 or (316)
285-3295.

TRAIL TALES: SEEKING MISS
ING KANSAS DAR MARKERS

by Shirley Coupal

(SFTA member Shirley Coupal is re
cording secretary of the Kansas Soci
ety Daughters of the American
Revolution and chair of the Santa Fe
Trail DAR Marker committee.)

DURING the summer of 1996, we
had our own version of 42 days on
the Trail as we searched for our DAR
Santa Fe Trail Markers in Kansas.
We were elated, and disappointed, to
find all but two. We had set out with
reports of as many as ten miss-
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ing. We knew the Pierceville Marker
was definitely missing. All the pre
vious surveys had stated it was miss
ing prior 1939.

We were not sure where the other
one had been misplaced. A little
more research located it in Hamilton
County. Sure enough, on November
15, 1996, that was where we found
it. The only DAR marker on the Au
bry Route of the Santa Fe Trail, it
was reset and dedicated September
23, 1997. Mary and Leo Gamble
relettered it in May 1998.

Locating the Pierceville Marker
was not so easy. More researching
and searching, media appeals, and
interviewing just about everyone in
Pierceville over age 80 proved fruit
less. Our last hope was the Finney
County newspapers of 1906-1908.
Our 1999 Trail trip found us in the
wonderful Finney County Historical
Society's Research Library. With the
help of Olga Montgomery and her
staff, we read through the old news
papers and other files of the period.

Glowing accounts told about the
markers' arrival, searching for the
old Trail, and selecting the sites.
Four markers arrived on December
29, 1906. "Old Timers" were enlisted
to locate the Trail route. For awhile
many did not believe that the Trail
through Finney County had been the
original route. From the very begin
ning, the markers were to be placed
at Pierceville, on the east county
line, at Sherlock, on the west county
line, and two in or near Garden
City. Right up to the day of the coun
tywide dedications on September 2,
1907, Pierceville was mentioned as
one of the marker sites. Reading on
through the end of the year we found
no reference to the marker being
placed elsewhere.

However, we did notice a ruckus
over in the County Superintendent's
office. Mr. Nichols, who had been in
fluential in procuring the markers
for Finney County and having
George W. Martin speak at the dedi
cation, had been replaced. Now
whether it was because he had been
replaced or because a woman had re
placed him, we could not discern, but
he changed the locks on his office and
locked her out. She went to court and
regained access to her office. Under
these circumstances, it is conceiv
able to presume she had the marker
moved.
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Editor

Regardless, we deduced where it
went. The newspaper accounts never
mention Mansfield School as a possi
ble site, nor anything about a fifth
marker. A photograph of the Har
mony School dedication was in
cluded in the 1907 Kansas Historical
Society minutes. The marker is still
in approximately the same loca
tion. A photograph taken at the
Sherlock School dedication is on file
at the library. This marker, now
called the Holcomb Marker, is still
on the school grounds. According to
local records the marker placed at
South Side School, now Finnup Park
in Garden City, has never been
moved. So it seemed logical that the
site not mentioned in the newspa
pers was where the Pierceville
Marker was set prior to the publica
tion of the December 1907 Kansas
Historical Society minutes. Those
are the minutes which state that
five markers were set in Finney
County.

We may have solved the mystery
of the Pierceville Marker, but we did
not find the missing one. All this re
search has given us some clues; we
have our suspicions but are not
ready to disclose the location yet.
Other Markers On The Move:

#26, Trail Crossing, has been
moved west of Council Grove, back to
its original site. It will be rededi
cated during the Symposium.

#32, Cottonwood Crossing, has
been moved closer to the road with
space to pull off. Thanks go to the
Cottonwood Crossing Chapter SFTA
for overseeing this project. They are
trying to raise money to have the
Marion County and eastern McPher
son County Markers relettered, i.e.,
#31b, School District 90 west of Lost
Springs (this is not a DAR Marker);
#32, Cottonwood Crossing; #33, Wal
deck; #34, Jones Cemetery; #35,
Canton; and another one north of
Durham (also not a DAR Marker).

#64, Fort Dodge, has been reset at
the convergence of the Wet and Dry
routes about a mile east of Fort
Dodge. It was rededicated on Na
tional Trails Day, June 5.
Website:

The Kansas Society DAR now has
a website. It is linked to the Na
tional Society DAR <www.dar. org>
but can be accessed at <http://www.
southwind.netl-caftonl>.
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POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERS-

Editor:
I am a former member (while resi

dent in Colorado) who read stories
out of the publication to my youngest
son, Max, several years ago when he
was little. Now he is 14 years old and
still talks of the Trail and riding it
for a few days on horseback, some
day. He loved listening to me read to
him. I'm sending a check for a mem
bership for him, to keep alive his love
of the Trail.

Charles Cashion
336 Everhard Rd SW

North Canton OH 44709
What a wonderful thing to do. We

hope to see Max riding the Trail
someday.

Editor:
I w~nt yo';! ~ know that, for my

work m reVlsmg Marc Simmons's
Following the Santa Fe Trail: A
Guide for Modern Travelers, Wagon
Tracks is indispensible. So much has
been done on the SFT since Marc
wrote the book, and it's all in WT.
Hats off to you and the contributors.
Gracias.

Hal Jackson
45 Calle del Norte

Placitas NM 87043

IIIIfII.. '.. ~
, ~ -':

CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES

-BOOK NOTICES-

Dave Webb, Santa Fe Trail Adven
tures. Dodge City: Kansas Heritage
Center, 1999. Maps, illustrations
activities, projects. Paper, $7.95. '

The best just got better. This is an
expanded and revised edition of
what was Adventures with the Santa
Fe Trail (1989 & 1993). It remains
the fmest Trail book available for
teachers and kids of all ages. It be
longs in every school library and
middle school classroom. Anyone can
learn a lot about the Trail from this
excellent and delightful book.

• • • •
Hans von Sachsen-AItenburg and
Laura Gabiger, with an introduction
by Stephanie Kearny. Winning the
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West: General Stephen Watts Kear
ny's Letter Book, 1846-1847. Boon
ville, MO: Pekitanoui Publications
1998. Pp. Vi + 321. Illustrations'
~otes, bibliography, participants:
Journals. Cloth, $59.00.

As a serious student and admirer
of Stephen Watts Kearny, I find this
book quite disappointing. I began
historical research on the First Regi
ment of Dragoons while at Fort
Scott, KS. During the period of Fort
Scott, Kearny was the colonel of the
First Dragoons and at times the com
mander of the Third Military De
partment which covered much of the
western frontier. It quickly became
apparent that Kearny was not only
an excellent commander of the
troops in his department but a skill
ful manager of the Indian peoples
and settlers along the contentious
frontier that he was responsible for.

Having clashed with John C. Fre
ID:0n~ in California (Kearny arrested
him m fact), Kearny was in turn re
taliated against by Fremont's power
ful father-in-law, Senator Thomas
Hart Benton of Missouri. Since then
Kearny has been dismissed, ignored
or chastised. Dwight Clarke wro~
Kearn~'s b~ography, published by
the Umverslty of Oklahoma Press in
1961. It is a good but now somewhat
dated biography. It was with pleas
ure then that I recveived an e-mail
requesting permission to use some
letters from Kearny to another dra
goon officer from the U.S. Military
Academy Library that I had tran
scribed and given to Stephanie
Kearny. I was pleased that a new
work on Kearny was in progress.

But it was with disappointment
that I received the final product. The
book is comprised of four parts: (1) a
brief biogra~hy and genealogy of
Kearny by his great (several times)
grand-daughter, Stephanie; (2) a his
to~ of Europe, Mexico, and the
Umted States and their interaction
and motives leading up to the Mexi
can War, with an overview of Kearny
command of the Army of the West in
the i~vasionof New Mexico and Cali
forma; (3) a transcription ofKearny's
Letter Book from May 27, 1846, to
September 21, 1847; and (4) a num
ber of unrelated letters from and to
Kearny and others from a variety of
sources.

David J. Weber, in his books and
the PBS special program on the Mex-
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Harriet Freiberger, Lucien Maxwell:
Villain or Visionary. Santa Fe: Sun
stone Press, 1999. Pp. 160. Maps, il
lustrations, notes, bibliography, in
dex. Paper, $14.95.

Lucien Maxwell and the Maxwell
Land Grant in northeastern New
Mexico were closely associated with
Santa Fe Trail history. Maxwell's
settlements at Rayado and Cimar
ron were on the Mountain Route. His
empire is well known.

Freiberger looks at the man,
whom she obviously admires, and
writes a favorable biography. Where
some saw greed and duplicity, she
sees resourcefulness and generosity.
She builds a case that he was a vi
sionary, not a villain. Maxwell was a
remarkable man, but the bias in his
favor in this book goes beyond the ob
jectivity historians seek in evaluat
ing powerful figures.

The facts and documentation are
sound, but the selection process be
gan with a self-proclaimed desire to
defend Maxwell. Another annoy
ance, besides the adoration, is the
tendency to fill space with extrane-

have and reveal that little or no
original research was done in sup
port of the contents.

Look at this book in a library and
take with a grain of salt, or other
documentation, any fact or point of
interest that might catch your fancy.
The book is too expensive to pur
chase, especially since one cannot
rely absolutely on the information
contained therein.

-Harry C. Myers
• • • •

Kathleen Ann Cordes, America's Na-
tional Historic Trails, photographs
by Jane Lammers. Norman: Univer
sity of Oklahoma Press, 1999. pp. Xii
+ 370. Maps, illustrations, appendix,
bibliography, index. Paper, $19.95.

This attractive and well-written
volume covers the 12 National His
toric Trails, including the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail, pp. 104-129.
The section on the Santa Fe Trail
utilizes recent scholarhip and, de
spite a few errors, provides a good
overview. Information on the Bent
brothers and Kit Carson is weak.

Travelers planning to follow any
of the National Historic Trails will
find this volume a good place to start.
Direction to more detailed sources is
included.

ican War, provides thought-provok
ing analysis ofthe causes and factors
leading to the Mexican War. Instead
of trying to rewite that history, in the
second section, a better service could
have been done by introducing the
reader to Kearny, the Army of the
West, and the Letter Book that
follows. Why was Kearny chosen to
lead this invasion force? Who were
the troops that made up the Army of
the West? The answers to these and
other questions could provide insight
into the invasion and occupation of
Santa Fe.

The Letter Book suffers from lack
ofcontext. There is no explanation in
any of the notes to the Letter Book.
They just deal with the orthography
of the original manuscript. As such,
the Letter Book does not tell the com
plete story ofthe invasion, nor does it
give insight into Kearny and how he
handled the invasion.

The final section of additional let
ters has no context at all, no explana
tory notes, and little relevance that
is explained in the book. One won
ders if all of these letters were in
cluded only because they bore the
name Kearny or, in some mysterious
way, related to Kearny.

Mistakes abound. A few represen
tative examples must suffice. On
page 92 a portion of a voucher is re
produced. The signature of John
Hatcher, famed mountain man (Jno.
L. Hatcher), is transcribed as "Ino. S.
Hatchin." On page 105 and following
there is a discussion of the Battle of
San Pasqual and the Army's can
nons. However, there is no mention
that these were mountain howitzers,
a particular type of cannon. Pages
114 and 115 discuss bounty land and
speculate that a land deed in 1877
from Mary Kearny to her son Clar
ence was military bounty land
awarded to Stephen Watts Kearny.
A simple check with the National Ar
chives would have revealed whether
Kearny received land-bounty war
rant or not and wheter indeed it was
in Kansas or not. Pages 261 and 262
bear the initials ofI.M.N. The correct
initials are J.M.P. for James M. Por
ter, who was then the Secretary of
War. On Page 255 the "National Li
brary" is noted as containing RG (Re
cord Group) 94. There is no "Na
tional Library" and Record Group 94
is in the National Archives. Mistakes
ruin any credibility this book may

• • • •

oUB information about what was
happening in the nation during the
same era that Maxwell was doing his
thing in New Mexico. Such informa
tion does not enhance but detracts
from an understanding of the sub
ject.

Despite these shortcomings, this
volume contains a brief, basic biogra
phy of Maxwell and his times that
general readers may enjoy. It should
stimulate them to want to know
more, always a good thing in the field
of history.

COMPADRES PROJECT
(continued from page 1)

museum liaison, and we discussed
some ideas for opening dialogs with
Trail museums. It seemed to me that
the first goal should be to learn just
what facilities do exist along or near
the Trail. I sent a rough blueprint for
a survey to Margaret and during the
summer we dubbed it "Compadres,"
shaped it with goals, and gave it sub
stance with a questionnaire.

The prime objectives are to make
friends, create an awareness of the
Trail, and exchange materials and
information. Where that awareness
already exists, or the Trail is the rea
son for being, we will attempt to
strengthen the liaison. Reports and a
museum list in a booklet or brochure
form will be final products. Virginia
Fisher, David Clapsaddle, John
Conoboy, David Hutchison, and Sam
Arnold, along with various directors,
lent their expertise in helping to pin
point 47 museums near the Trail.
The game plan was to send the ques
tionnaire first, then follow up with a
phone call and make an appointment
to visit. By mid-August 1998, an op
erational plan with a time line for
visits was developed and in Septem
ber the board ofdirectors, meeting in
Larned, approved the plan.

The landscape of the Santa Fe
Trail creates natural divisions, both
geographic and demographic, useful
for the purposes of this report and
planning the travel itinerary. To the
areas of woodlands and river, plains,
and mountains, I added another
category, the Greater Kansas City
Area. This area offers trail-related
museums that could be surveyed on
rainy or snowy days in between trav
eling. The drives out from K.C.
would be day-trips, but starting from
Larned there would be two separate
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trips of week-long overnights.
WOODLANDS AND RIVER COUNTRY
We had much rain in October and

I prayed for a few sunny days as the
first questionnaires began to come
in. Here are excerpts from a letter
sent to Margaret Sears on November
14, 1998:

Oct. 30th presented itself as a per
fectly gorgeous day, the kind which
would guarantee the success of any
endeavor. It was an ideal time for driv
ing to Arrow Rock, so husband Joseph
and I started out with high hopes.

Kathy Borgman, Executive Director
of the Friends of Arrow Rock Inc.,
turned out to be just the right person for
the first visit. She and the Friends have
done a marvelous job of marshaling
nearly everyone in town, including stu
dents, to serve as guides and volun
teers to accommodate 100,000 visitors
a year. She was very tuned in to our
tour and said that one of her visions is to
create a scenic drive from New Frank
lin to Independence, partly using Hy 24.
Funding is not so much a problem as
some of the small towns along the way
being worried about traffic, but the
greatest need is for a coordinator or
strong backer to see the plan through.

Later in the afternoon I visited with
Supt. Michael Dickey at the State Visi
tor's Center. He is currently seeking a
grant to research black culture in Ar
row Rock, where at one time 50% of the
residents were black. Wouldn't it be
great to locate some black teamsters
or traders? At the Visitor's Center I saw
a small but quality exhibit on the SFT
and a temporary exhibit of black dolls,
some of which have permanent tears.

A few cold , rainy days later, I was
commiserating with a Historical Society
trio in New Franklin, so eager to see me
and so dedicated, but unable to keep
their Information Center open with
consistence. The conversation came
round to quilts and I mentioned just
having seen a beautiful quilt in Boonev
ille at the Historic Cooper County Jail.
Not to be outdone, they referred me to
a Howard County quilt maker extraor
dinaire! Competition seems to be
healthy in that area. Later, Herb Nie
brugge took me to the markers near
the Missouri River and we stood on the
Katy Trail in the rain while he pointed
out the exact location of old Franklin
town square. On Sat., Nov. 7 we went
back to Howard County to find Ruth
Frey in the hills and 'hollers' north of
New Franklin. She showed us her Santa
Fe Trail Anniversary quilt. The pattern
was one she had found in a 1932
magazine, Hard Times. On the counter
pane, the piecework trails, in browns,
reds or greens, crisscrossed each other,
grid fashion, over a cream colored
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field. Ruth has made trunks full of quilts
over the years, selling or raffling them,
and has donated at least $10,000 in
proceeds to the New Franklin Historical
Society.

AIso on Saturday we saw Roger
Slusher at Lexington, Mo. The spire of
the (old) Methodist church marks the
site of the Lexington Museum. Roger
was just beginning a cleaning and res
toration of the church interior His dis
plays, arranged in themes, are neat.
clean and well labeled. A special
panel documented the Santa Fe Trail.
Portraits of home-town-boys, Russell
and Waddell, looked down on us as
Roger gave a great mini-Lafayette Co.
history and told us of a $20,00 grant re
ceived, to mark a city trail auto route.

These first five visits have been good
for learning about pacing myself.
keeping an eye out for unusual mate
rial. developing good repartee and
spotting local political situations to
avoid. So far, all the questionnaires that
I have sent out have been returned. I
decided not to send them all at once,
but closer to the time (within 6 weeks)
of the visit.

THE GREATER KANSAS CITY AREA
Upriver from Lexington, Fort Os

age sits high on a bluff. It is a repro
duction of the early fur-trade factory
and fort, planned by William Clark
and built there in 1809. The factor
was George Sibley, now remembered
as surveyor of the Santa Fe Trail in
1825-1826 and treaty negotiator for
a passage through Indian lands at
Council Grove in 1825. Today, as
America gears up for the bicenten
nial of Lewis and Clark's explora
tions, County Director Gordon J ulich
sets the Fort Osage course to partici
pate in the celebration along with
other groups along the Missouri
River.

Independence is home to the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center, oper
ated by the City and owned by the
State of Missouri. It was founded by
concerned citizens, among them
Jane Mallinson and the late Polly
Fowler, who understood the need for
such a facility in a town that received
hundreds of inquiries about emi
grants and wagon trains. The mu
seum tells the history of the three
trails that at one time left from Inde
pendence and also designates Inde
pendence as an "outfitting town."

Recent exhibit additions include
the Mormon Trail and a good-sized
exhibit on Lewis and Clark and the
fur traders. In addition to a gift shop
and auditorium, the Merrill Mattes
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Library and Research Center serves
many historians and students. Feel
ing "hard times" right now, Director
John Mark Lambertson and Friends
Board President Nancy Lewis have
been working to fulfill the original
plan of installing an elevator so that
the second-story space can be made
available for quality use. Since the
Center's opening in 1990, the staff
has been gradually cut from nine to
three full-time employees who now
wear many hats to deal with 25,000
visitors per year.

The 1859 Jail Museum and Mar
shal's Home in Independence, par
ented by the Jackson County His
torical Society, owns more Trail arti
facts and historical clothing than
anyone around. The museum is di
rected now by Joe Kelley whom I
found working on an unusual "I'll be
home for Christmas" exhibit featur
ing uniforms from three or four wars.
Joe very definitely needs volunteers
and works very hard to stretch him
self over the director's territory.
Lack of space at the museum is bal
anced by a plan for more program
ming of events.

There are a number of smaller
museums in Kansas City which stay
alive through their supporters and
dedicated volunteers. They all have
the Trail in common.

In 1848, when William Ray
bought land seven miles southwest
of Independence, he leased it to
Santa Fe traders for pasturing
horses, mules, and oxen. Being him
self an excellent blacksmith, Ray
plied his trade on the site where the
Trail jogs east-west, now the heart of
Raytown. There is still a blacksmith
shop there, but it is a fine exhibit in
the Raytown Historical Society Mu
seum. The little Museum has some
growing to do, but it has much poten
tial, a few forward-looking members,
and an endowment.

Not far away is Cave Springs.
During its checkered past, it was a
country club and golf course, many
think it was the eight-mile camp site
of the Trail (eight miles out of Inde
pendence). For years this nature cen
ter has displayed Trail-related items
and a big map of the SFT. Cave
Springs, run by Susan Walsh and
her board, has taken on the task of
buying a section of Trail swale about
ten blocks south. A Kansas City
grant for $8,000 has helped to move
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the fund along toward the $15,000
purchase price.

In the south part of the city is the
large, white 1855 Alexander Majors
House. Artifacts inside help to tell
the story of Majors as a freighter on
all the trails. Russell, Majors and
Waddell had their offices in Leaven
worth, KS, since much of their army
freight business came from Fort
Leavenworth.

Most travelers coming out of
Westport as early as 1841 found that
the Santa Fe Trail passed right
through the Shawnee Methodist In
dian Mission grounds. The three
buildings have not changed much
since that time. Supt. Lee Wright
discusses the state financing, "We
are short of help from a budget cut
and I'm doing the maintenance now,"
he says. Despite setbacks, Lee and
his wife Pat manage to produce sev
eral festivals a year on the Mission's
spacious grounds with lecture series
or craft workshops in its well kept
brick buildings.

The Wednesday Magazine is a
publication that serves the south
west parts of Kansas City. Intrigued
by the idea of the "Compadres Pro
ject," writer Ann Vernon interviewed
me and we focused on Santa Fe Trail
Museums that could be used as sum
mer day-trips out of the city. Here
are excerpts from part of the article
covering three museums in the area.

Cartwright's work picks up near
Olathe at Mahaffie House, a Historic
Farmstead and Stage Coach Stop right
on the Santa Fe Trail. In the near future,
the site will add livestock to enhance
the farm and will add a new interpre
tive center on the east side.

"Every other little town has the word
Museum spotted on the map, espe
cially in Kansas." Cartwright said. "I
found places I didn't know about. like
the 'Old Castle' at Baker University in
Baldwin City. Built in 1858. it was the first
college in Kansas. The three-story stone
building. stood alone in the prairies.
you could see it for miles. One diarist
called it a 'Site to behold.' The Old Cas
tle was recently gutted. floors were re
built and walls were replastered in a
$200,000 restoration. When Iwas there.
many of the items were in storage, ex
cept for a few whips and yokes. It was
exciting to discover that 30% of their
holdings relate to the trail. Energetic
Curator Brenda Day whipped off her
work apron and took us to Black Jack
Park to see swales and I stood on the
famous 'Narrows' damp ground and
watched my feet sink slowly down-

8

ward."
One of Cartwright's most exciting

finds on her hunt for museums is the
Lanesfield School and Interpretive
Center just beyond Edgerton, Ks.

"It sits on the grounds the Santa Fe
Trail went through." she said. "As late as
1867 children could look out and see
the wagon trains going by. The Inter
pretive Center is a little gem, just per
fect in every way. The displays are
done well by Johnson County Muse
ums, and stay focused on the one
room school. Exhibit artifacts are
changed regularly. They cover really
fun subjects like gifts the children gave
the teacher or what the well dressed
school marm might wear. Tracy Steits.
who was playing school marm that
day. reminded me to visit the restrooms
for a pleasant surprise (architectural
elevations of a two-holer on the wall)
and pointed out the graded prairie
walk that leads to the Santa Fe ford of
Bull Creek."

WOODLANDS TO HIGH PLAINs-KANSAS
On a cold, windy day at the Kaw

Mission in Council Grove, we sat
hunched over cups of hot tea while
Deanne Wright described her visitor
orientation: "I give them the story of
the Kansa tribe, then a map talk that
describes the tall grass prairie re
gion of the Flint hills, the naming of
Council Grove, a video and an orien
tation to the SFT using the National
Park Service map, which I open out
to show each person. When they
leave, I ask them what direction they
are going, then suggest other sites
that they could visit." With this kind
of personal attention, is it any won
der that visitors to the Kaw Mission
have been increasing by 1,000 per
year, and half of them by word of
mouth!

The Santa Fe Trail Center at
Larned is one of the most important
museums on the Trail because so
much space is devoted to telling the
Santa Fe Trail story. It interprets
the entire geographic region of the
Trail from prehistoric days to the
commercial era, including settle
ment. Ruth Olson Peters wants the
Center to become the best that it can
be and in a "walk through," pointed
out areas that need refurbishing.
Funding is a major need at this time
and Ruth writes grants diligently.

A few miles away, at Fort Larned
National Historic Site, George El
more referred us to a large new ex
hibit, the enlisted men's barracks
and the kitchen. Everything is prop-
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erly worn and aged to look realistic,
even the men who, frozen in time,
are portrayed during their leisure,
writing letters, playing cards, or just
loafing. This kind of exhibit is very
hard to do and they have done it well.
Supt. Steve Linderer talked about
long-range plans for another build
ing containing SFT, Indian, and
military exhibits, with a new foot
bridge across the Pawnee River.

Museums of the1700s and 1800s
were often the private collections of
noblemen and wealthy patrons ofthe
arts and sciences. It was a matter of
prestige to show off curiosities and
unusual collections all at one time, in
what is the equivalent of a huge tro
phy room. Today, the concept of eve
rything shown at once is still seen in
many museums visited. At least five
of them near the Trail in Kansas re
flect the settlement, growth, and
agrarian nature of their communi
ties through objects of everyday or
special-day use: Barton Co. Museum
in Great Bend; Edwards Co. Mu
seum in Kinsley; Stevens Co. Gas
and Historical Museum in Hugoton;
Kearny Co. Museum in Lakin. The
museum in Ingalls, Ks. was closed
the day we were there. Two others
were included in our grasslands
tour, the Cimarron Heritage Center
in Boise City, OK, and the Herstein
Museum in Clayton, NM.

These museums serve a purpose
in the community and often have a
social role too. My main interest was
to see how many of these places re
flected the Trail as part of their heri
tage. At the Barton Co. complex, Di
rector Beverly Komarek pointed out
their SFT literature and handed me
a copy of their new SFT video, Long
Day's Journey, made in cooperation
with the Barton Co. Community Col
lege. She told us of an upcoming 30'
by 60' addition to the museum,
funded locally. I spotted a small dio
rama of the Plum Buttes area by Bob
Button and thought that it would be
even better if done in a larger scale.

At the Kinsley museum there was
a table display of Trail artifacts with
good biographical text by David
Clapsaddle. Kudos to David for shar
ing this material with the public and
doing it so well.

At Lakin, Pat Heath gave us the
grand tour of the Kearny Co. Mu
seum and I was delighted to see aer
ial photos of the SFT as well as a
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Conestoga wagon in very good condi
tion. The makins' are there for an ex
panded SFT exhibit All three of the
above museums have many other
historic buildings on their grounds.

Approximately 70 miles of the
Trail traverse the northern part of
Cimarron Co., OK. The Cimarron
Heritage Center sponsors tours of
this section annually, on the first
Saturday of October. In addition to a
"Life on the Trail" exhibit, there is a
short video showing Trail sites. Di
rector Phyllis Randolph and SFTA
Director Morris Alexander were
hosts during our visit.

Our travel plans included going as
far as Clayton, NM, from Boise City,
then returning to Elkhart, KS. The
Union County Historical Society in
Clayton governs the Herstein Mu
seum. The sturdy gray stone church
bears the name of its donor and ac
commodates the kind of space that
other museums would envy. Curator
Sue Richardson comments, "We have
always wanted a quality Santa Fe
Trail display but don't have funds
available." She goes on to say that
the facility's greatest need is,
"Money and new ideas."

We found a great mix of museum
exhibit concepts, the old and new
and some that are undergoing a
change of face. Three such places in
Kansas are the Coronado Quivira
Museum in Rice Co., the Morton Co.
Museum in Elkhart, and the Grant
Co. Museum in Ulysses. One of the
things that they all have in common
is a backing from their community
and strong leadership, someone in
charge that has a good sense ofdirec
tion for the museum and its story. At
Coronado Quivira, Director Janel
Cook has an advantage by having a
built-in major theme for the mu
seum, with collections to back it up.
Moreover, she has some great help in
the form ofSFTA members and local
volunteers.

A May 3,1999, report to Margaret
Sears discusses the Elkhart, Ulys
ses, and Hugoton museums:

In Elkhart. Helen Brown has a lot of
energy to give. Open to new ideas, she
is quick to spot opportunities for the
museum. They are in the process of
having a buffalo specimen mounted
and are planning to put him in his own
comer with a mural behind him, not far
from the wagon, with its mural. On April
2200 we enjoyed being at a Ham and
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Bean Dinner there. an annual occasion
for a touring RV group. What a clever
way to boost attendance!

Another pleasurable visit was to the
Grant Co. Museum in Ulysses. Board
member,Jeff Trotman and Curator Gin
ger Anthony took us to a Rotary lunch
that was warm and friendly. A woman
seated at an upright piano played, "In
a Country Garden" and a few other se
lections which I haven't heard for
years. The rest of the program was a
video by a preacher turned come
dian. For the Grant Co. Museum ex
pansion, they have found a man who is
a talented carpenter, Phil Hammond,
and another man who is a muralist,
larry Britton. They have been design
ing, building, and painting new exhibits
for the whole museum. larry and Phil
are doing a good job with the interpre
tive exhibits, all relating to each other in
style. The four seem to be working well
together and are getting a lot accom
plished. They would benefit from NPS
certification.

later, on the same day, we re
ceived a rousing send off from the
Hugoton Gas and History Museum
when Curator Gladys Renfro hopped
into a Victorian Parlor exhibit and be
gan to playa tum-of-the-eentury Sears
and Roebuck pump organ. The con
cert began with, "Shall We Meet at the
River" and ended with "Roll Out the
Barrel." There was a lot of music that
day.

From Gladys Renfro and board
member, Ma~orie Persinger we heard
the same complaint that we have
heard from every other county histori
cal museum. 'We are running out of
space and don't know where we'll put
anything more.

A couple of very important expan
sions are noteworthy. Both the
McPherson Museum in McPherson
and the Boot Hill Museum in Dodge
City have plans on the drawing
board for some major building. David
Flask, administrator of the McPher
son Museum writes in his question
naire: 'We are working on plans for a
new facility which would be centrally
located and possibly combine an art
and history museum. Our current lo
cation (the 1920 Vaniman Mansion)
will be retained and developed as a
period house museum/rental facility.
The new museum will allow us to
present the complete story of our
area and would include the Santa Fe
Trail. Staffing would also increase at
that time. Tentative plans call for
breaking ground in 2000." A non
profit foundation has raised a good
part of the three million dollars
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needed.
Boot Hill Curator David Kloppen

borg writes of the future Dodge City
expansion: "Weare planning a major
capital campaign to rejuvenate the
existing facilities and build a new
building which will house ticket
gate, museum store, and first-class
steak house. When we build the new
building, the existing museum store
will be converted into exhibit space.
We plan on moving buggies and wag
ons into this location as well as ex
pand on the Santa Fe Trail exhibit.
The exhibit we have now is very cur
sory."

The museum also owns 143 acres
west of town that contain swale rem
nants from the Santa Fe Trail. With
NPS assistance, signs and walkways
have been added to the site. The well
accredited Boot Hill Museum lists
among its employees 10 full-time
and 250 part-time staff.

Probably the newest Museum
near the Trail is the Stauth in Mon
tezuma, KS, a memorial to world
travelers and collectors, Claude and
Donalda Stauth. The three-year-old
brick building is a refreshing sight
on the prairies, and travel exhibits
inside are professionally designed.
Curator Kim Legleiter is handing
out Santa Fe Trail and National
Trail brochures and writing for
more.

Two other Kansas museums not
too far from the Trail are a "must
see." At Salina, the Smoky Hill Mu
seum, a former U.S. post office with a
$700,000 renovation, presents a
sparkling clean image for visitors. A
talk with Curator Ann Deegan
leaves no doubt that the Museum is
in good hands. At the Kauffman Mu
seum in Newton an exceptionally
good exhibit design team has done
beautiful exhibitions of local history
with some innovative, hands-on as
pects. Seeing this fine work is worth
driving out of the way.
MOUNTAINS AND PLAIN5-COLORADO

It seemed that almost as soon as
we entered the State of Colorado, we
began to see signs with Kit Carson's
name on them and continued to do so
all the way to Santa Fe. We were be
coming more knowledgeable about
him all the while too.

Just outside Las Animas is Boggs
ville, an early community on the
Trail that had served as a trading
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point on the Mountain Route. As we
walked along the reclaimed path
ways on the site, markers gave us an
idea of the layout of the settlement.
Two adobe houses have been re
stored, with furnishings in one.
There we found Resident Archeolo
gist Richard Carrillo, and we sat at a
table in one of the nine rooms and
felt the cool air from a breeze-way of
the L-shaped house. In an old 1870s
lithograph of the site, Richard
pointed out the small house where
Kit Carson had lived just prior to his
death. That day he was preparing for
an archeological field school for col
lege students, arriving soon from
Colorado Springs. He showed inter
est in the Compadres Project, and we
traded brochures. His were stacks of
shiny new ones. "Women of Boggs
ville," was hot off the press. Mine,
collected across Missouri and Kan
sas, were stored in boxes in the trunk
of the car.

The Kit Carson Museum, open
seasonally, is a site in Las Animas
that had been a German Prisoner of
War Camp during WW II. In the
long, low building, the cubicles to the
right and left of a center hall lend a
convenient, thematic order to the
items of yesteryear. Other historic
buildings have been moved to the
same site. Perhaps the most sober
ing thing to be seen was a
reconstructed gallows across from a
small jail. It commemorates the first
hanging in Colorado that happened
in this century.

At Bent's Old Fort we saw a new
aspect of the restored fur-trading
post. In a secured metal building on
the grounds, Curator Nancy Russell
is at war with the insect world.
Miller moths, webbing clothes
moths, domestic and carpet beetles
are among her enemies. Beetles that
live in furs are freeze dried. "I can get
three buffalo robes in that freezer,"
she says, pointing to a unit near the
door. "The moths are especially bad
this year due to the rains and they
have been eating textiles at the
Fort." A new, wool felt 6' X 12' bil
liard table cover had to be ordered
from England (since in the U.S. only
synthetic fiber ones of that size are
available). Generations of carpet
beetles, ensconced between the
blocks of wood that formed the bil
liard table surface, had eaten
through the wool in a perfect grid
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pattern. She has offered to help other
area curators identify their insect
pests since not all pests respond to
freeze drying. Nancy pulled open
drawers containing shards of Eng
lish china, wine bottles from France,
and beads from Italy, all from digs at
the site. "Its an international story,"
she says.

She continues, "here are parts of
the original telescope found at the
base of the tower. Later a local
woman brought in at least a third
more of it!" What's for dinner in
1846? The bones ofbygone meals sal·
vaged from two Bent's Fort garbage
dumps will tell you.

On June 15 we arrived at the
Santa Fe Trail Museum in Trinidad,
behind the Hough-Baca House in a
long, low adobe structure once used
as living quarters for ranch hands
and other Baca workers. Excellent
museum exhibits, beautifully done,
interpret area history from the days
of the Santa Fe Trail to Trinidad's
development as a thriving trade and
cultural center. An opening center
piece features Kit Carson's knee
length deerskin coat. Praise goes to
Director Paula Manini, and some
who were there before her, for curat
ing such a fine exhibition.

While in Colorado I learned of two
museums I had missed, The Big Tim
ber,in Lamar, and the Otero Mu
seum in La Junta. Apologies to all
concerned.

UNA HERENCIA NUEVO MEXICANA
Overlooking a very long stretch of

Trail is the National Park Service
Capulin Volcano. Park Ranger Ali
son Mathis at the interpretive center
showed us references to the Trail in
the park's exhibit texts and in their
bookstore. We drove to the top. The
view to the southwest was spectacu
lar. The landscape of the volcanic
fields, in pale golds and beiges, was
so unreal they looked painted.

At the southern base of Raton
Pass is the City of Raton. It devel
oped in the 1880s as a railroad and
mining town, but the small museum
there did have some SFT related
items: a group of arrowheads found
on the Trail and a heating stove that
belonged to Richens "Uncle Dick"
Wootton, who in 1865 opened a toll
road over the pass.

Moving south along 1-25 we ar
rived in Springer. We had lunch with
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Dr. Michael Taylor of the Santa Fe
Trail Museum. We met at El Taco, a
pleasant restaurant with real flow
ers on the tables, and tried the local
posole. The museum has recently
been awarded a sizable grant to de
velop an interpretive museum. Tay
lor discussed plans for a center that
would truly reflect its title. Springer,
also a town developed after the Trail
era, has very little in the current mu
seum that deals with the Trail. The
plan is to develop a floor of the Colfax
County Courthouse as a SFT Inter
pretive Museum. Landscaping the
courthouse grounds is also included
in the scheme.

Cimarron offers many sites and
such beautiful country in which to
see them. The Philmont Musems as
well as the whole Boy Scout Ranch
with outlying camps is an impressive
system. Since we had accommoda
tions nearby, we enjoyed having oc
casions to drive along the tree-lined
avenue with its shady walking
paths. The adobe Seton Library and
Philmont Museum are just off this
avenue. We were there at the peak of
the season. The gift shop, just inside
the entrance doors, was doing a brisk
business; people waited in line to
buy. Director Steven Zimmer told us
that the gift shop makes enough to
support two of the museums, and
when I asked him about his formula
for success, he said, "Buy value."

Seven miles south of Cimarron is
Rayado, another Philmont Museum.
This one committed to living-history,
was once the wilderness home of
landowner Lucien Maxwell and Kit
Carson. This site, being near the
Trail and also subject to Indian at
tacks, sometimes had military es
corts based there. It was built in
Mexican hacienda style of the 19th

century. We went in through large
double doors and the first thing to
catch the eye (and the ear) were
chirping barn swallows, swooping
and diving in their own orbit around
the center courtyard. We walked
through the contiguous rooms
around the same courtyard, escorted
by Kevin Gulledge, a seasonal stu
dent from Utah

Nothing had prepared us for the
amazing variety or value of artifacts
and curiosities that were inside the
three-story Old Aztec Mill Museum
in Cimarron. The mill had been built
by the prospering Maxwell in 1864 to
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supply flour for Fort Union and Ute
and Apache Indians. It is now owned
by C S Cattle Company and operated
by the Cimarron Historical Society.
In the basement were the giant and
beautiful wooden mill works them
selves, like giant sculptures, a couple
of doors from the town's Catholic
church leaned against the wall
nearby, to form a gothic arch, and
tools for shaping wood and iron were
displayed in the basement. There
was a case of Indian moccasins, one
had been left behind by an Apache
raider, small trade beads from the
mountain man era, firearms, saddles
and whips, a chuck wagon with all
its accouterments, a printing press,
silver service, framed documents,
and a mounted two-headed calf (the
third seen on the tour). Upstairs are
several generations ofchina from the
St. James hotel and a hexagonal
poker table with trays for chips. In a
corner was the two-foot-Iong shoe of
1930s giant Robert Wadlow, and to
keep it company a life-size portrait of
Tom Thumb. We sat on a bench out
side the mill with owner Les Davis of
C. S. Cattle Co. He is the grandson of
Frank Springer, brilliant lawyer and
philanthropist who worked for Lu
cien Maxwell. Les told us stories of
the mill and of the area. He himself
is connected to Cimarron's history
and is an ongoing part of it.

We drove to Mora to the St. Vrain
Roller Mill (also a supplier of Fort
Union) but hadn't counted on the
winding roads and the rain and
missed our appointment there. The
drive was worth the trip.

They were making a movie in Las
Vegas, "All the Pretty Horses," and
were also blocking the way to our
moteL Finally the giant craneslum
bered down the street. The movie
company had swelled the town so it
was difficult to get reservations for
dinner, anywhere! Melanie LaBor
wit, new at the museum, explained
her schedule for upcoming and long
range plans. A carpenter was build
ing an exhibit front at the back of the
long museum hall while Melanie was
trying to talk with a lot of people at
once. A person with tremendous en
ergy, she has a tremendous job
ahead of her. I promised to write a
letter to the mayor and city manager
in support of the museum.

We drove to San Miguel del Vado
to see the church and meet Ray Val-
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dez, a leader of the Citizen's Com
mittee for Historic Preservation in
Las Vegas. His group has just pub
lished an attractive walking-tour
booklet and, moreover, have received
grant money to create an interpre
tive exhibit of the impact of the SFT
on ethnic cultural groups of Las Ve
gas. He was looking for a building in
Las Vegas to house the exhibit. He
invited us for lunch at The Sad Cafe
in San Miguel. We dined on home
made bread with freshly-made goat's
cheese and homemade tomato soup,
exceptional! The chipotle soup with
cheese looked tempting, but too pi
coso for me.

A late afternoon visit with Supt.
Duane Alire at Pecos National His
toric Park again reflected the great
courtesy of NPS employees. He
talked of sending a couple of his vol
unteers to the SFTA Symposium and
told us about a field school the next
day for students of Andover Acad
emy, joined with Indian students of
Jemez Pueblo. The students would
hear and see talks on native plants
on the grounds, in association with
the Native Plant Society in Las Ve
gas. The site is also responsible for
swale interpretation in the area and
for the Glorieta battle area.

Santa Fe was close now, and we
hurried to be there, bone weary.
Since our budget did not allow for
motels for eight nights, we arranged
with various compadres to stay in
homes while in Santa Fe. I stayed
with Margaret Sears and her over
whelmingly friendly dog, Lance; Joe
with old Kansas City friends.

Next morning, bright and early,
Margaret and I went to the crowded
administrative offices of the Palace
of the Governors to see Acting Direc
tor Charles Bennett. We were in
trigued by a white scale-model of the
Palace with extensions. Bennett ex
plained that we were looking at a
plan for a $30 million dollar annex
that will extend the crowded quar
ters of the history museum. The
roofs of the annex which extends
north from the Palace will have a
stair-stepped appearance. One as
pect of the plan includes the display
of 90% ofthe collections in a *"visible
storage" concept (a technique used in
some larger museums to augment
overcrowded storerooms, where col
lections may be shown like books in a
library, without interpretation, on
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glassed-in shelving). The "whenr' as
pect ofthis expansion may hinge on a
bill being introduced in Congress
this fall or early next year. Of our
visit with him he says, "The Trail is
important to us, and we hope to be
doing more with it." He goes on to
say, ''My two favorite history jour
nals are, Southwest Mission Re
search Journal and Wagon Tracks. I
always read them." That same day,
we stopped by the NPS office to talk
with David Gaines about Compa
dres, and then Margaret and I drove
back and forth around the eastern
part of town to see Trail swales.

Harry Myers was having a strenu
ous two days at Fort Union during
our visit there. Hosting an open
house at the fort's earliest site one
day and hosting a tour bus of bota
nists the next day, he sandwiched
our visit in between the two, early on
a Sunday morning. We had spent the
night in empty quarters there. We
had good talk, especially about the
whole Compadres program, and good
coffee too. We went with him to in
spect the fort's artifact collection and
saw that the end of the storage room
was devoted to bottles-bottles for
beer, bitters, brandy and wine, bot
tles for pickles and pepper sauce,
simple, round medicine bottles and
cocaine too. Harry brings the bottles
out of storage on special occasions
and asks bottle experts to come and
interpret them to the public. Also,
there we saw officers' fancy china
and enough square nails to rebuild
some of the old areas. As his bota
nists appeared, we started for our
car and home with Harry's words in
mind, "Lighten up!"

A great many people have helped
in the Compadres Project. For mak
ing it possible to complete the last
two-thirds ofthe tour, a Cost-Share
Program bequest from the National
Park Service has been of great assis
tance. There has been support and
interest from David Gaines, John
Conoboy, and Andrea Sharon of the
Southwestern Trails office. The
SFTA headquarters in Larned has
had the fun of tracking all the debits
and credits. Kudos to Linda and
Ruth. Here's to Margaret Sears, who
has given support and encourage
ment, every step of the way. A big
"Thank you" goes to all the museum
personnel who took time out from
busy days to participate in Compa-
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dres and to those who fed us and
slept us. A special thanks to Joe, my
husband, who as designated assis
tant, moved boxes of brochures and
suitcases twice a day, did more than
his share of driving, and was able to
bring his own expertise into many in
terviews. Thanks to daughter Jessie
for watering the flowers and check
ing the house while we were gone.

I would like to have snapshots,
but I'm leaving these images in
stead: the awed faces of Boy Scouts
crammed into a doorway, looking up
at the bullet holes in the ceiling of
the St. James Hotel; the Elkhart
Ambassadors Club all decked out in
their snappy black and white uni
forms, jackets and hats adorned with
shiny medals and buttons; an exhibit
with a woman mannequin all
dressed up with an outdated expres
sion and attached to an electric chair
while holding the headpiece in her
lap; and iron crosses made of mule
shoes in Cimarron's Mountain View
Cemetery where wild flowers grow in
gaudy profusion and compete with
fading silk bouquets.

TRAIL TROUBADOUR

-TRAffiC IN VERSE

Sandra M. Doe, Editor
This column seeks quality poetry

that demonstrates authentic emo
tion, original images, and skill in
craftsmanship. Poetry, in open or
closed form, which addresses the his
tory, realism, romance, and diversity
of the Trail should be sent to Sandra
M. Doe, Dept. Of English, Campus
Box 32, Metropolitan State College
of Denver, PO Box 173362, Denver
CO 80217-3362.

Mark L. Gardner submitted "The
Trail of Santa Fe," by Harry E.
Reiseberg, which was published in
The Trail Magazine (January 1918,
printed in Denver by the Society of
Sons of Colorado). It is written in
trochaic tetrameter. Its rhythms
echo the famous poem by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow entitled "The
Song ofHiawatha," fIrst published in
October 1855. Given Longfellow's
popularity, some prairie travelers
might have carried a volume of "The
Song of Hiawatha" with them.

Longfellow's influence surely ex
tended to the poetry of Harry E. Re
iseberg, publishing his work thirty-
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eight years after the 1880 close ofthe
Trail. As Marc Simmons has pointed
out, many poets are ordinary people,
caught up in "the spirit of the trail,"
wrapped in its "drama, its color, ro
mance, tragedy, and humor."] So Re
iseberg speaks of the "dreaming
trail" and "echoes" whispering
"Where?' as the poem joggles along
at a leisurely pace as if it were itself
"sweet monotony"2 on the prairie.

However, the poet admits two sig
nifIcant variations: he uses a spon
dee to emphasize the "dim trail" in
line two of stanza eight, and line
three of stanza six might be read as
iambic: ''Lost! Ah, yes, destroyed by
progress."

Because of his distance from the
time of the actual Trail, perhaps, the
poet supposes that the Santa Fe
Trail is a trail of "settlers": "grim
men," and "haggard women," that
the trail is a trail of "pioneers." Yet,
in an ironic reversal, he closes the
poem with the idea that the trail
leads those ofus still caught up in its
spirit "through the frontiers of the
Past." Thus there is much in his
poem that "rings true."

This editor has been unable to
fInd the biography ofthe poet; we can
suppose that "Lives of great men all
remind usl We can make our lives
sublimel And, departing, leave be
hind usl Footprints in the sands of
time."3
NOTES

1. Morc Simmons, "The Poetry of the Santa
Fe TraD." The Santa Fe Trait New Perspec
tives (Denver: The State Historical Soci
ety of Colorado. 19871, 2.

2. Samuel Austin AHibone, ACritical Diction
ary of English uterature and British and
American Authors (PhDadelphia: J. B.
lippincott, 19001. 14.

3. Henry Wadsworth longfellow. "The Psalm
of life." found on a flyleaf to a Who's
Who ;n Colorado while searching for bio
graphical information on Harry E. Reise
berg.

• • • •
THE TRAIL OF SANTA FE

by Harry E. Reiseberg

Stretching onward, toward the sunset,
Over prairie. hill and lee,

Far beyond the Rocky Mountains
Winds the trail of Santa Fe.

Oh, what thoughts and frontier
mem'ries

Does that dreaming trail suggest;
Thoughts of travelers gone forever

To the twilight realms of rest.
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What are now the scouts and soldiers.
And those wagon trains of care?

Those grim men and haggard
women?

And the echoes whisper "Where?"

Oh. what tales of joys and sorrows
Could that silent trail relate

Tales of loss and wrecked ambitions.
Tales of hope and love and hate;

Tales of hunger. thirst and anguiSh,
Tales of skUlking Indian braves.

Tales of fear and death and danger,
Tales of lonely prairies graves.

Where are now that trail's processions
Winding westward sure and slow?

Lostl Ah, yes, destroyed by progress,
Gone to realms of long ago.

Nevermore shall bold frontiersmen
With their brave and dauntless

band,
Guide the restless roving settlers

Through the western prairie land.

Yes. the pioneer's work is over.
And the dim trail rests at last;

But their name and trail still lead us
Through the frontiers of the Past.

THE WAGON TONGUE
-OBSERVATIONS & OPINIONS-

I recently attended the SFTA
board meeting held at Larned. The
notices of board meetings included a
comment such as "all SFTA mem
bers are invited to attend." I have al
ways thought a statement such as
that meant visitors were welcome,
but apparently that is not the case.
Visitors at the Larned meeting were
about as welcome as a thunderstorm
at a summer picnic.

Visitors were not introduced (nor
were the board members present),
and we were not given an agenda for
the meeting. Anyone daring to ask a
question or make a comment was
summarily told to be silent. The
meeting was lacking in what I call
"civility."

It is certainly the prerogative of
the board and president to conduct
meetings in whatever fashion they
choose. My suggestion to you as edi
tor of Wagon Tracks is to make it
clear through WT that, for those
wishing to attend the board meet
ings, it will be a very passive and
frustrating experience. Inviting is
not necessarily welcoming.

Hal Jackson
45 Calle del Norte

Placitas NM 87043
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"These Wanton Cruelties": Indians and the Santa Fe Trail
by Mary Jane Warde

(Dr. Warde is a historian at Okla
homa State University in Stillwater.
Her field is American Indians. This
paper was presented at the 1997sym
posium.)

IN 1824 Senator Thomas Hart Ben
ton of Missouri, attempting to elicit
information about the Santa Fe
Trail, sent a questionnaire to trader
Augustus Storrs. "What tribes of In
dians inhabit or traverse the Coun
try through which the line of
communication lies, between Mis
souri and the internal provinces [of
Mexico]?" Benton asked. "The Os
ages, Kansas, Pawnees, Chiennes,
Arapahoes, Snakes, Kiaways, Ca
manches and Appaches," Storrs re
plied.'

Trader Storrs's list highlights an
important point in considering the
Santa Fe Trail. While it is generally
viewed in terms of commerce and
communication between the far
western reaches of the United States
and the Mexican outpost Santa Fe, it
crossed a country inhabited by abo
riginal Americans, who also had a
vested interest in that trade route.
Three of these tribes, the Osages,
Pawnees, and Comanches, greatly
affected and were greatly affected by
the Santa Fe Trail.

The largest of these tribes was the
Osages, a Siouan people who mi
grated west from the Ohio Valley
before 1700, "chain-pressured," as
John Joseph Mathews aptly de
scribed it, by enemy tribes newly
armed with European weapons. The
Osages settled along the Missouri
River west of St. Louis, centering
along the Osage River and occupying
the future eastern terminus of the
Santa Fe Trail. 2

Warfare was a major focus of Os
age life. At six feet tall or more, their
heads shaved except for a bristling
roach. Osage men painted for war in
spired fear among their neighbors.
Trained to travel sixty miles a day on
foot, they ranged over Missouri and
Kansas, out onto the Great Plains,
and as far west as the Rocky Moun
tains. There they did battle the
Apaches, whom they called the
"Makes Us Stoop People" as they
bent double to ransack the dwellings
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of their small-statured enemies. The
Osages became even more mobile
when they traded or captured horses
from the Missourias and Kansas by
1700.3

At about the same time, they ac
quired European firearms, a by
product of French-Spanish colonial
competition. From their advent into
the Mississippi Valley and the crea
tion of the sprawling colony of Lou
isiana, the French worked to secure
a trade route to Santa Fe, which Noel
M. Loomis and Abraham P. Nasatir
described as a "seven-thousand-foot
high village of adobe huts and bark
ing dogs.,,;r

That village, though isolated at
the end of a long, long road through
Chihuahua and beyond to rich, ex
otic Spanish Mexico, became more
beckoning image than reality to gen
erations of frontier dreamers and ad
venturers. Spanish colonial adminis
trators worked diligently to see that
their colonial rivals failed to use
Santa Fe to make their dreams of
continental commerce come true,
even after 1715, when a dynastic
marriage allied France and Spain.

In the semi-arid midsection of
North America, the most promising
trade routes across the Great Plains
lay along the Missouri, Arkansas,
and Red river valleys. The Spanish
partially blocked the Red River ap
proach by colonizing Texas in the
mid-1700s. The east end of the Mis
souri River approach, however, was
the domain of the Osages. By 1700
the French had opened a lucrative
trade with them, exchanging fire
arms and other European manufac
tured items for their buffalo robes
and furs. These weapons allowed the
aggressive Osages to control the val
leys of the lower Missouri, the mid
dle Arkansas, and the middle Red
rivers. Within this "Osage empire,"
which stretched from the Republican
River in Kansas to north Texas and
from the Mississippi River to the
100th meridian, the "children of the
middle waters" tolerated few inter
lopers. This included the Spanish,
whose colonial policy prohibited
their trading firearms with Indians.5

Upstream from the Osages on the
Missouri and its feeder streams lived
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the Pawnee and Skidi Pawnee Indi
ans, Caddoan tribes with whom the
Osages were constantly at war.
Along the Red River in the far south
ern reaches of the Osage domain,
lived the Wichitas or "Pani Piquet,"
tattooed Caddoan kinsmen of the
Northern Plains Pawnees. Both
were fair game to the Osages, armed
by French traders with French fire
arms. Gradually in the early eight
eenth century, the Osages substi
tuted yellow "bluff' war paint for
black, the color of death, as they
switched from traditional revenge
inspired warfare against the Cad
doan Pawnees and Wichitas. In
stead, the Osages engaged in slaving
raids, taking so many Pawnee and
Wichita captives for the French
trade from St. Louis that the word
"Pani" became synonymous among
traders with the word "slave.,,6

The Pawnees, though, with their
earth-lodge villages built along the
feeder streams of the Missouri, Ar
kansas, and Red rivers, occupied an
other strategic position on the Great
Plains. As the French probed west
ward toward Santa Fe from St. Louis
and along the Red River from Arkan
sas Post in 1719, the New Mexican
Spanish reacted with alarm. The
same year the governor of New Mex
ico initiated explorations eastward
aimed at locating the generic "Pawn
ees"-Red and Arkansas River Wichi
tas-alienating them from France,
and attaching them to Spain. Both
these initial efforts and one the next
year led bi Pedro de Villasur ended
in failure.

George E. Hyde, historian of the
Pawnees, blamed the Villasur fiasco
on Spain's restrictive trade policy
which stifled individual, entrepre
neurial commerce with the Indians
and, consequently, the New Mexi
cans' knowledge of them and their
territory. The inexperienced and
Plains-ignorant Villasur was forced
to rely on Apache guides who led him
not to the Wichita "Pawnees" on the
middle Arkansas but toward the
Pawnees and Skidi Pawnees farther
north. Somewhere in the vicinity of
the Northern Plains Pawnee vil
lages, Villasur and most of his con
tingent were killed. Subsequently,
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the Spanish blamed the French for
the disaster, while the French in St.
Louis relayed inflated tales of the at
tempted Spanish advance to Paris.
To checkmate this Spanish move, in
1724 the French engineered a gen
eral armistice among the Missouri
Valley Kansas and Otoes, the Pawn
ees and Skidi Pawnees, and the
Plains Apaches, aimed at opening
trade with these tribes, drawing
them into the French commercial
sphere, and placing French traders
within commercial striking distance
of Santa Fe.8

But two insurmountable obstacles
still stood in their way: First, the
French needed to maintain their
friendship with the powerful Osages.
Making peace with the Pawnees and
bringing them into the French trade
network would interfere with the
highly lucrative French-Osage trade
in Pawnee slaves. For the time be
ing, the Osages, who controlled the
lower Missouri Valley, were more
important to France. Second, a new
Indian power was taking its place on
the plains along the headwaters of
the Arkansas and Red rivers.9

The new power was the Comanche
tribe, nomadic Uto-Aztecans who
about 1700 abandoned the Rocky
Mountains for the buffalo-rich Great
Plains. By the 1730s they had ac
quired horses and become horsemen
of legendary skill. According to new
research by Thomas Kavanagh, two
divisions existed at that time among
the Comanches: One east of the Pe
cos River in Texas was hostile to the
Rio Grande Valley Pueblos and the
New Mexican Spanish centered at
Santa Fe. But the other Comanche
division, located northeast of Taos,
traded regularly with the New Mexi
cans and by the 1720s had become
important to the colonial economy.
The trade with New Mexico was
equally important to the Coman
ches. It not only enriched the Co
manche people; Comanche chiefs
used the distribution ofpiles of trade
goods received at treaty negotiations
and trade fairs to gain and maintain
personal power. 10

In spite of trade ties with Spanish
New Mexico, by the mid-1700s the
Comanches had also become indirect
trading partners of the French. The
1719 contact of Bernard de la Harpe
with the various Caddoan peoples
along the middle Arkansas and Red
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rivers in Oklahoma resulted in a lu
crative trade between the Wichita
villages and coureurs de bois from
Arkansas Post and St. Louis. By
1740 the French had extended it by
effecting an alliance between the Co
manches and the sedentary, primar
ily agricultural Wichitas. French
trade goods, including firearms, ar
rived in the Wichita villages to be ex
changed for buffalo robes, furs,
horses, and slaves. The last two were
plunder from Comanche raids deep
into the Spanish colonies in Mexico,
plunder which the Comanches trad
ed to the Wichitas for French goods
and the Wichitas' agricultural sur
plus. This "Wichita exchange" work
ed by Wichita middlemen in South
ern Plains commerce infuriated
Spanish officials of the victimized
colonies, but they were generally
helpless to stop it. The paradox of lu
crative Comanche trade with Santa
Fe at the same time Comanche raid
ers scourged Spanish-Mexican colo
nies elsewhere lasted well into the
1870s. 11

Concurrent with the Wichita ex
change of the mid-1740s, the French
built Fort Cavagnolle at the Kansas
village near present Kansas City, a
future terminus of the Santa Fe
Trail. It seemed that, at last, with
the French-Wichita-Comanche trade
network opening up the Arkansas
River route and a French presence
on the lower Missouri, French trade
with Santa Fe might at last be possi
ble. Unfortunately for the French
and the enterprising Wichitas, the
Osages viewed these events as a
threat to their empire. First, the
coming of the Comanches to the
Great Plains introduced another
powerful territorial rival. Then, the
Osages objected to French trade,
which included fIrearms, with the
Northern Plains Pawnees and Skidi
Pawnees, Comanches, and Wichitas.
Better armed enemies meant less
profItable slaving and horse-stealing
ventures for Osage raiders.

The Osages, whose ferocious at
tacks on the Wichita villages flnally
forced Oklahoma's Caddoan peoples
to migrate south from the middle Ar
kansas Valley to the greater safety of
the middle Red River Valley by the
mid-1700s, showed their displeasure
by attacking individual French trad
ers wherever they found them.
Briefly during King George's War be-
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tween France and England (1744
1748), the Osages flirted with the
idea of allying themselves with the
English. All this meant that, even
with one major obstacle to St. Louis
Santa Fe trade-the Comanches
overcome, the other primary obsta
cle-the Osages-remained. 12

The Great Plains dynamics
changed, however, in the last third of
the eighteenth century. The conclu
sion of the Seven Years' War (French
and Indian War) in 1763 saw the
French driven out of North America.
France, wanting to keep the great
trans-Mississippi colony of Louisi
ana out of English hands, trans
ferred possession to Spain, the lesser
of two evils from the French perspec
tive. The new Spanish dominion in
Louisiana, loose as it was, had defI
nite ramillcations for native Great
Plains peoples. The Pawnees and
Skidi Pawnees, who might eventu
ally have gained access to the French
trading sphere, remained isolated.
At the same time, restrictive Span
ish trading policies disrupted and
spoiled the Wichita exchange, even
tually reducing Oklahoma's Cad
doan peoples to poverty. Perpetually
victimized by slaving raids from sev
eral tribes, they retreated to the pro
tection of the Wichita Mountains in
present southwestern Oklahoma. 13

Also affected were the powerful
Osages. The "Osage empire" re
mained intact, but there was endur
ing friction between them and Span
ish authorities in the colonies of New
Mexico, Texas, and Louisiana. The
Osages refused to recognize the
authority of Spanish-licensed trad
ers, preferring their long-time
French trading partners. They par
ticularly objected to the boat loads of
lead, gun powder, flints, firearms,
hatchets, and trade goods shipped
past them up the Missouri and its
tributaries to friends as well as ene
mies-the Pawnees and Skidi Pawn
ees, Kansas, Otoes, and Missourias,
as well as lately-arrived and hostile
Kickapoos and Sacs and Foxes. Puni
tive Osage raids on these peoples
and white traders provoked protests
and petitions to St. Louis.

Spanish authorities reacted to the
complaints by planning ambitious
expeditions to punish the Osages but
never followed through. They real
ized that their fIrst concern was to
keep relations with the Osages at
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least nominally friendly to protect
the Missouri River trade route. Sec
ond, they must prevent an alliance
between the powerful Osages and
the English threatening New Mexico
from Canada. 14

At the same time, the Osages re
sented the increasing numbers of
Euro-Americans, Plains Indians,
and Eastern Indian immigrants,
who filtered into their domain near
the end of the eighteenth century.
They sustained themselves in large
part by commercial hunting and
trading, and they regarded as poach
ers anyone else taking meat, furs, or
hides in the territory they claimed.
The punishment they meted out was
ruthless and instructional: Poachers'
heads were severed from the bodies
and placed in prominent places. A
prime example was the 1833 Cut
Throat Gap Massacre of Kiowas, 15

recent arrivals on Southern Plains.
Given Osage belligerence toward the
Spanish, other Indians, traders, and
travelers during the era of Spanish
held Louisiana, it is remarkable that
Pedro Vial succeeded in traversing
what was to become the Santa Fe
Trail throu~h the Osage domain in
1792-1793.1

Vial's route from Santa Fe, which
ran eastward along the upper Ar
kansas before turning northeast
ward across present Kansas, then
eastward again into St. Louis along
the lower Missouri, demonstrated,
according to Loomis and Nasatir,
that fabled Santa Fe was much
closer to St. Louis in distance and ac
cessibility than colonial administra
tors had imagined. That diminished
distance became even more impor
tant as new players entered the
Great Plains commercial stakes.

Anglo-American trappers, trad
ers, and settlers crossed the Missis
sippi River in ever-greater numbers
after the United States won its inde
pendence, alarming the powerful Os
ages as much as the thinly-stretched
Spanish. Unlike the French and
Spanish, the newcomers put down
deep roots, especially after Louisi
ana passed into the United States's
possession in 1803. It was only a
matter of time until Anglo-Amer
icans pushed on toward Santa Fe. 17

Ambitious fur-trader Manuel Lisa
understood this in 1803 when he at
tempted to effect an alliance between
the Spanish at Santa Fe and the pri-

August 1999

mary Indian tribes along the route of
Vial's Santa Fe Trail. He hoped to
win over the Osages and their neigh
bors-the Kansas, Pawnees, and Co
manches. To forestall this move,
Lieutenant Zebulon Montgomery
Pike set out to ingratiate himself
with the Osages by ransoming and
returning forty-six Osage captives
held by the immigrant Pottawato
mis. 18

At the otherend of the trail, Span
ish representatives met the Anglo
American threat by contacting the
long-ignored Pawnees and initiating
regular trading visits by them to
Santa Fe. Perhaps the indication of
Spanish success was that the Pawn
ees told Vial in 1804 that they in
tended to remain loyal to Spain. In
1806 Lieutenant Don Fecundo Mel
gares set out for the Pawnee and
Skidi Pawnee villages, intending to
open diplomatic relations with them,
the Otoes, Kansas, and Omahas.
Melgares located the Pawnees on the
Republican River, but their recep
tion was cool in spite of his gifts of
flags, metals, and commissions for
their chiefs. Intimidated, Melgares
withdrew south of the Arkansas,
leaving the field open for a similar
visit from Pike shortly afterward.
Pike, like Melgares, found the Pawn
ees not very friendly, and he noted
that their constant warfare with the
Comanches was an obstacle to the
general peace needed to secure regu
lar trade with Santa Fe. 19

The triangular warfare that pit
ted Comanches, Osages, and Pawn
ees against each other remained a
problem as international events once
again reverberated across the Great
Plains. In 1821 Mexico at last won its
independence from Spain, and, even
before confirmation reached Anglo
American territory, prospective mer
chants set out for Santa Fe with
trade goods. Among the first, in addi
tion to William Becknell, was Tho
mas James, who traveled up the
North Fork of the Canadian River
from the Three Forks area near pres
ent Muskogee in 1821. James re
ported encountering Comanches on
the North Fork and being saved from
attack by the elderly Chief Cordero.

The chief, according to James, "ex
pressed his pleasure that we and the
Spaniards were friends, that he
would be pleased to see us living to
gether like brothers and he hoped
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that the American trade would come
to his country as well as to the Span
iards. He complained that we traded
with their enemies, the Osages, and
furnished them with powder, guns,
and lead, but had no intercourse
with the Comanches. He hoped the
government of the United States
would interfere and stop the depre
dations of the Osages upon his na
tion.,,2o

The following year a second Co
manche chief expressed his hope to
James that Anglo-American traders
would bring their goods into Co
manche territory. But he reminded
James that the Comanches resented
Anglo-American trade with the Os
ages which supplied their enemies
with the materiel ofwar.21

While it was clear that the Co
manches hoped Santa Fe Trail com
merce would improve the quality
and quantity of goods available from
trade-starved Mexican Santa Fe,
Anglo~Americans were skeptical
that the early friendly meetings of
Plains Indians and Santa Fe traders
would continue. In 1825, when Sena
tor Thomas Hart Benton of Missouri
requested the information from
Augustus Storrs noted previously, it
reflected wariness in regard to
Indian-white relations. Along with
the names of tribes whose territory
the Trail traversed, Storrs supplied
Benton a list of Indian depredations
attributed to Pawnees and Coman
ches. Hyde in his study of the Pawn
ees noted the name "Pawnee" re
mained rather generic on the Great
Plains and was frequently applied by
the ignorant to Comanches, Kiowas,
and other tribes. Similarly, accord
ing to Thomas Kavanagh's recent
study, while depredations did occur
in the region, none on Storr's list was
actually associated with the Santa
Fe Trail. Still, Senator Benton, on
behalf of the citizens of Missouri,
was able to secure federal funds for
marking the Trail and, citing Storr's
list of depredations, called for mili
tary protection of the trade.22

The first recorded instance of
Anglo-Indian violence on the Trail,
the attack on Robert McNees and
Daniel Monroe (or Munro) at Cor
rumpa Creek, according to Ka
vanagh, also calls for re-exam
ination. Oddly, news of the incident
and the deaths of the two young men
did not make contemporary St. Louis
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newspapers.23 Nevertheless, Santa
Fe commerce-promoter and writer
Josiah Gregg commented on the sub
squent retaliation against curious
but unidentified Indians at Willow
bar Crossing, "These wanton cruel
ties had a most disastrous effect
upon the prospects of the trade; for
the exasperated children of the des
ert became more hostile to the 'pale
faces' against whom they continued
to wage a cruel war for successive
years.,,24

Even though the blame for and
truth of Indian depredations might
be in doubt, the federal government
in 1825 pursued a new policy of se
curing Santa Fe Trail commerce by
diplomacy. They first approached
the Osages, who were witnessing the
crumbling of their old empire to the
unstoppable Anglo-American inva
sion. At Council Grove they agreed
not only to give up claim to lands
north of the Canadian River but also
to a right of way for the Santa Fe
Trail through their remaining terri
tory. At negotiations at Fort Atkin
son, the Pawnees and Skidi Pawnees
also agreed not to molest commerce
along the Trail. Soon they, too, saw
their old domain diminished as more'
Anglo-Americans pressed onto the
Northern Plains. The Comanches
were not asked to yield a right-of
way. They had already retreated far
ther south as the Cheyennes and
Arapahoes arrived to challenge them
for control of their old range north of
the upper Arkansas.25

These treaties, though, along with
so many more, failed to maintain the
security demanded for the Santa Fe
Trail, and Indian attacks were a fact
of life. In sacking the Kiowa village
at Cut-Throat Gap in 1833, the Os
ages found Mexican silver coins the
Kiowas had looted the previous year
and kept even though they had as yet
little use for metal currency. Two
years later the Osages and Kiowas
attended the general council at
Camp Mason but refused to sign a
new treaty guaranteeing safety for
Santa Fe Trail commerce. Their en
mity was simply too deep at that
point for them to cooperate in the
same negotiations.26

Nor were the Comanches blame
less. They regarded loot and live
stock taken from Santa Fe Trail
traders as a source of tribal and per
sonal income. Moreover, attacking
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travelers provided a way to win the
war honors necessary to attaining
social status in the tribe. Comanche
raids were especially prevalent dur
ing the Civil War, but in other years
they stayed away, notably during the
Mexican War and in 1851 when chol
era threatened all people on the
Great Plains..27

From this sketch, it may be seen
that for nearly three hundred years
aboriginal Great Plains peoples were
much involved in developing trade
between the Missouri and Missis
sippi river valleys and Santa Fe.
Given the strategic locations of their
homelands astride the promising
river valley routes, the Osages,
Pawnees, and Comanches in particu
lar had some degree of control of
when and where the Santa Fe Trail
was established. Spanish and
French colonial administrators were
forced to juggle their own and diver
gent tribal interest as they flattered,
wooed, bribed, scolded, threatened,
and manipulated native peoples to
keep their good will and cooperation.
In turn in the eighteenth century,
the tribes, most notably the Osages,
were the manipulators as the Span
ish struggled to close the doors the
French opened.

In the early nineteenth century,
the actors changed but the play re
mained the same. It was not until
Mexico achieved its independence in
1821 that the Santa Fe Trail became
the commercial reality several gen
el;ations of Euro-Americans had en
visioned. The federal government
too, as exemplified by Senator Tho
mas Hart Benton, recognized the im
portance of Indian peoples along its
route and worked to assure safe pas
sage through their domains. Where
the French and Spanish had used
trade for leverage with these tribes,
the United States used treaty nego
·tiations to clear a secure corridor to
Santa Fe.
• A part of the romance of the Santa
Fe Trail has always been the deter
mination of intrepid travelers to
overcome weather, distance, hard
ship, and danger along the way-in
cluding danger from Indian attacks.
Only in the last generation have
Americans begun to look more
closely at this one-dimensional pic
ture that classified Indians with
other natural obstacles to be over
come. New research has allowed us
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to see that the idea of a road to Santa
Fe was old long before Pedro Vial
and William Becknell showed the
way and that Indian peoples had a
vested interest in it in terms of eco
nomics, social structure, politics, di
plomacy, even tribal survival. To
them, it was much more than just
the site of "wanton cruelties."
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DIARY OF WILLIAM ANDERSON THORNTON: MILITARY SERVICE ON THE TRAIL
AND IN NEW MEXICO, 1855·1856, PART II

Transcribed by Stephen Clyde Blair and Bonita M. Oliva

THE introduction to this diary and
biographical information about Wil
liam A. Thornton appeared in the
last issue. The party had encamped
near Point ofRocks, New Mexico, the
previous night when the horses and
mules stampeded. Many had been
recovered (actually all of them, but
all apparently were not counted and
search parties were sent out again,
as explained in the next entries).

THORNTON'S DIARY

August 13th 1855
In Camp and four Armed parties

Sent out to recover the balance of our
animals. March at 6 p.m., None of the
parties having returned

This was an unjust act. after the as
surance that had been given that we
would remain on the ground until the
parties Came in and at Night light Sig
nal fires. Haulted at ) ) p.m. for the bal
ance of the Night but put up no tents.
Distance )2 Miles.
August 14 1855

Morning Cold, the Ratoon Moun
tains looming up beautifully in the dis
tance of at least 60 Miles Capped with
Clouds. Our Armed parties reached us
just after day light having travelled all
day and night for Animals that were
with us when the parties were Sent out,
which Shows the Management of our
Commander.

Marched at 8 A.m. and reached
Red [Canadian] River at 1 p.m.
Haulted an hour and resumed our
March. and encamped at the Ocate
Creel<. at 5 p.m. The Scenery of the
Country resembling that at West Point.
but much more grand. The Ratoon
Mountains although very remote. ap
pear at the grate distance full as high
as as the Crowsnest when near at
hand. Our parties while out after our
Supposed lost Animals Came on Some
Small parties of Indians. good grass and
plenty of wood & water, distance 22
Miles.
August 15-1855

Marched at 7 A.m. and encamped
at 3 p.m.. at Burgwin Springs. a thunder
Storm when we encamped. The Coun
try becoming mountanous and beauti
ful. plenty of grass & water. and wood
obtain[ed] by Sending a wagon about
2 Miles for it at the foot of the Turkey
Mountain. Met a party of Dragoons go
ing out to Point of Rocks to escort the
expected Mail to Fort Union. distance
22 Miles.
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August 16th 1855
Marched at 6 A.m. and encamped

at 11 a.m. at Fort Union. Country beau
tiful in Mountain and prairie Scenery.
Met Several officers from Fort Union
who Come out to Meet us. and escort
us in. Dined at Captain [William RawJe]
Shoemakers the Military Store Keeper
of Ordnance. A heavy thunderstorm at
Sun down Our commander resolved to
resume the March the next Morning
owing to the interference of Col (Tho
mas Turner] Fauntleroy [First Dragoons,
commander of Fort Union] with his
Command. Distance only 10 Miles.
August 17th 1855

Marched at 7 A.m. road very bad.
Causing Much delay to our teams. Met
General Garland on his way to Fort Un
ion. Turned back about 2 Miles and en
camped at 5 p.m. Night Set in Stormy
and it rained heavily the greater part of
the night. Camp ground flooded with
water. Distance from Fort Union about
10 Miles.
August 18th 1855

Prospects bad. Many of our teams
had Sunl< to their hubs in the ground
which had been So badly Soften[ed]
by the great fall of water during the
past night. A 15 Gallon Keg had been
Set by accident the night previous un
der the fly of My tent, and when we got
up in the morning it was found full and
runing over, Showing Conclusively that
not less than 4 inches of water had
fallen during the night, and from the
prospects amoung us it was the gen
eral belief that at least 8 inches of rain
had fallen in about 10 hours. Marched
at lOA .m. and it was after one 0 clock
before our last wagon had been pried
out of the Mud on the road. We found
the Country Covered with water. and
the Streams So much Swollen as to ren
der them unpassable. Our teams of Six
Mules were Constantly Miring down, re
quiring the aid of Many Men to free
them. Reached the Sapio [Sapillo]
Creek at 5 p.m.. and found that we
Could not Cross it. and Consequently
encamped on an adjoining ridge of up
land. Men and Animals Much fatigued
by the days work. Obtained Green
Corn. Chickens and eggs from Some
Mexican families residing on the Creel<.
Prospect of an other Stormy night. Dis
tance about 5 Miles.
August 19th 1855 Sund[a]y

Remained in Camp all day. The
Morning Clear. It had rained heavily
during the Night. Thunderstorm during
the afternoon. The Sapio booming full
of water, which prevents our advance.
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General Garland returning from Fort
Union reach[ed] our camp about 4
p.m. and is very urgent to Cross, but has
to give it up.
August 20l" 1855

More rain during the past night and
therefore Still detained in Camp. TIme
employed in disposing of property and
dividing the Men [recruits) for the
Post[s] to which they are assigned in
the Department [the assignments were
made by General Garland]. A heavy
thunderstorm in the Mountains from
whence the Sapio draws its water. and
the Creel< rising rapidly.
August 21 st 1855

In Carnp Still prevented from Cross
ing the Creel< which is very much Swol
len by the fall of rain during the past
Night.
August 22nd 1855

Made an effort to form a raft of feed
troughs. but the current was So Strong
that it would Sinl< the raft. when it was
attempted to haul it across. Weather
very warm and indications of More
rain.
August 23"1 1855

Received an order to bridge the
Stream if possible. Only two Cotton
wood trees to do it with. Swam Some
men over with axes. and in So doing
lost one by drowning. Cut down the
trees and by much labor formed a foot
bridge. Unloaded our wagons and car
ried our baggage over. then Swam
over our Animals and hauled our wag
ons across. At 10 P.m. the General and
his Staff over. Commenced the bridge
at 8 A.m. and reported it ready at 1
P.m.
August 24, 1855

It was found impracticable to Cross
the heavy wagons and bagage of the
troops over the bridge and Stream and
therefore the Commander was Or
dered to Mal<e the Crossing as Soon as
he Could and follow. Marched at 8
A.m. with General Garland and passed
Las Vagus [Vegas] at 1 p.m. and en
camped at 5 p.m. Tucolota (Tecolote].
Shortly after encamping one of Colo
nel Graysons [John Brecl<inridge Gray
son, commissary department] Servants
Killed his Comrade in a fight. in Self de
fense. From the Sapio to Vagus the
Country is a rolling prairie, which had
be Come So Softened by the heavy
rains that in each Swale our teams
mired down. and Causing us much
hard labor and fatigue to progress.
from Vegus to Tucolota the road better
but our animals So Much fatigued and
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jaded by the Momings wor1< that we
Could not urge them beyond a walle
Country exceedingly pretty as we
have entered Mountain Scenery and
Commenced Crossing a Spur of the
Rocky Mountains. From the Storm we
Could See at various points remote
and near at hand the tops of the
Mountains covered with Snow.

The villages of Vagus and Tucalota
Made from unburnt Clay and in ap
pearance resemble unbumt brick Kills
[kilns) in the States. Pepole [people)
poor and dirty. Flocks of Sheep, Goats
and Cattle very numerous. Wheet &c
raised by irrigation. From Vagus to Tu
colata 10 Miles, had to unload our
wagons at Vagus and Cross our ba
gage on a foot bridge [Gallinas River),
and then as at the Sapio Swim our
Mules and haul our wagons over. As
Soon as we left Vagus we turned Short
to the right and entered the gorge of a
Mountain pass [Kearny Gap), about 50
feet wide; evidently the effect of water
in forming the passage way. The Sides
of the passage rising almost vertical
Many hundred feet above the road.
The Scenery as we advanced toward
Tucolota becoming more grand and
beautiful. Our Camp is located on a
beautiful Spot over looking the Mud Vil
lage through which we had passed.
distance about 22 Miles.
August 251" 1855

Marched at 7 A.m. and Crossed the
lower ford of the Pecos at San Migull
[San Miguel) 15 Miles. to San Jose 3
Miles and to Gosano [Gusano, south
east of present Rowe, exact location
unknown today) 7 Miles. Encamped at
5 p.m. En route we passed about 7
Miles from San Migull the San Barnard
Mountain [Bernal Peak) about 1500
feet high. It rises with a rapid Slope for
about 1400 feet and then terminates
with a perpendicular, in fact an over
hanging top resembling a Stupendous
Castle Set high in the air neetly roofed. I
could not be[but) wish. that the Stars
and Stripes were waving from its top.
General Kamey [Stephen Watts Keamy
who led the Army of the West over the
Santa Fe Trail in 1846 to capture New
Mexico for the U.S. in the war with Mex
ico) Strove to place a flag on it, when
he marched around its foot. during the
War with Mexico but he found it an im
possible job. The villages, grounds, Soil,
productions, heards &c as before
named; but the Scenery even hourly
becoming More grand and beautiful.
The nights Cool. and roads rough. Dis
tance 25 miles
August 26'" 1855

Marched at 7 A.m. To old Pecos 12
Miles, to Pigon Roost [Pigeon's Ranch,
founded by Alexander Valle. a French
man whose sumame means pigeon) 5
Miles to Rock Corrall 9 Miles. en-
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camped at 5 p.m. Passed the Old Pe
cos Church. the age of which is not
Known to the people of the Country.
The builders were fire worshipers and
until but about 7 Years Since, fires were
Constantly Kept buming by the devo
tees expecting that their King whom
the[y) worship, would appear with the
rising Sun, to resume his Earthly duties
under the Name of Montazumie.
Country and Scenery the Same as the
day previous in grandure and beauty.
Distance 25 miles.
August 27'" 1855

Marched at 8 A.m. and reached
Santa Fe at Noon. Roads badly
washed by the heavy rains, which had
detained us on the Sapio. The City of
Santa Fe had Suffered very much by
the heavy rains.

The flood that had been poured
down from the Mountains had Swept
away the Mud houses as if they were
only Cobwebs, and full half of the town
had been More or less thus injured. Our
friends however had Made arrange
ments for us until we could do better
and I was accordingly accomodated
with a Sleeping place by Judge Hou
ton [Joab Houghton) and LawyerSmith
[Hugh N. Smith?). Mjr [Major Albert J.)
Smith [paymaster department) and
brother received like accomodations
and as we had Messed together across
the plains. we determined to remain
together and to find quarters that
would accommodate us accordingly.
Every thing exceedingly filthy and the
people of the town of the vilest class.
Mrs Mjr Fry [Major Cary Harrison Fry), the
Paymaster wife Say[s) that there is but
one hotter place than Santa Fe, and
that Santa Fe is the place of all others
for the old Gentleman. Distance 10
miles.
Distances- Miles
From St. Louis to Fort Leavenworth 430
.. Fort Leavenworth to Riley 133
.. Fort Riley to Union 619
.. Fort Union to Santa Fe --ll

1279
[There were no entries between

August 27 and September 10.]
September 10, 1855

At 8 A.m. Mjor Smith with an Escort of
10 Infantry Men, Started on a tramp. He
to pay the Men at Cantonement [Can
tonment) Burgwin [approximately 10
miles south of Taos. a small military en
campment established in 1852 and
abandoned in 1860) & [Fort) Massa
chusetts [in present Colorado on Ute
Creek in the San Luis Valley, established
in 1852 and closed in 1858 when Fort
Garland was founded six miles to the
south). and I to examine the Condition
of the Ordnance at the Several Posts.
Our route was North from Santa Fe, and
as we progressed we crossed the Tesu-
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que Creek. the Pogouque [Pojoaque]
Creek, and the Cannada[?) Creek. All
Mountain torrents. and we encamped
at Goat Heard Rancho.

The Morning was Stormy. and it con
tinued to rain all day. The Country
Mountaneous and wild, and the road
very rough and bad. The Scenery very
fine as there have been heavy frosts in
the Mountains which varegated the
Coloring of the Sides of the Mountains
which were lofty & grand. The vallies
through which we passed were loaded
with Com. Oats & Some wheet, and
also clad in the beauteous Colours of
the Autom.

No just idea Can be formed of the
beauty of the prospect for and near
around us of the Country, and of the
filthy Squalid Misery in the Ranches.
and Mexican villages through which
we passed. Distance 37 Miles.
September 11"'·1855

We Started at day light and after
passing La Joya village about 6 Miles
from our Camp, we turned abruptly to
the right and ascended a vallie called
a Canon. down which in rain Storms.
the water rushed in torrents. As we
were progressing Slowly up this Canon
over i[t)s bed of Sand, grovel. little and
big bolder, Making the labor So much
for our Animals that the Men Major and
My Self were walking to Spore our
Mules, who had only a light Carriage to
haul. We Met Suddenly a torrent of wa
ter 18 in in depth, white with foam, rush
ing down the Canon over the very and
Only road for us to travel. We had to
take to our teams, and they to Make
the best of it. The Cause of this rush of
water was a Cloud had Cross[ed) the
Canon a few Miles a head of us and
had pourered out its waters. & in less
than an hour it had passed us and we
were again Moving on dry ground. At
the end of five hours. we found our
selves unexpectedly at the top of the
Canon. On the crest of the Mountain.
much like being on the ridge of the roof
of a house. From our position we hod to
descend into to a volley of more than a
1000 feet in depth. as it were going
down the Steep roof of a house. and to
prevent our wagons from injuring our
mules, notwithstanding our wheels
were locked. We had to fasten ropes to
them, and Cause the Men to hold
back the wagons from their rush upon
the mules. The Canon we hod been
climing was Eight miles in length. and
we were five hours in making its ascent.
When we reached its crest. the gran
deur and beauty of the Scenery and
valley before us Surpassed any thing I
have Seen before. The Yellow and Red
colouring of leaves mixed in with the
deep ever green foliage. which
clothed the Mountains amoung us.
caused us to hault for a time before we
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commenced the descent. In our front,
and not more than a mile from where
we Stood, rose an immense Mountain
[Wheeler Peak?], So high that much of
its top was hid by clouds. Passed Los
Franquas [Las Trampas?] Creek, and
encamped at dark. Our route through
out the day has been over the rough
est roads, and the wildest Country I
have ever Seen. The wolves as we
passed along would Stand and bark at
us, and there was not a mile of the
route that was not marked by a pile of
Stones, to Show where Some poor trav
eller had been Murdered by Indians or
worse Mexicans. It is a common prac
tice of the Country, for every passer to
place a Stone on the spot where per
sons have been murdered, and during
the day we passed many places,
where there were five or Six such heeps
distance 38 Miles.
September 12th 1855

Started Early and Shortly after we
crossed the Picorus [Picuris] Creek and
at noon reached Contonement Burg
win. Shortly after leaving camp, we
reached Captain Scummons [Eliakim
Parker Scammon, topographical engi
neers] Camp on the Picorus Creek. The
captain with a Strong part-y is examin
ing the Country for a better route to the
Contonement and beyond; but as he
has been a long time on the examina
tion and has done nothing it is pre
sumed he will expend the appropria
tion for the road and that will be the
end of it [Captain Scammon was dis
missed from the service on June 4,
1856]. This days March was more rough
than the day previous. In many places
the Scenery was very beautiful. but as
we were more Shut in by woods the
views were not So extensive or grand.
The Contonement is in the valley of
Taos, art] the foot a[of] a high ridge of
the Taos Mountains. The post is beauti
fully located and commanded by
Captain McCrae [Nathaniel Chap
man Macrae]. Lieut McCook [Alexan
der McDowell McCook] and Doctor
Bary [E. J. Barry, contract surgeon] are
the officers on duty with him. The Doc
tor is a hired citizen. Distance 12 Miles.
September 14th 1855

Left Burgwin at daylight and
reached Taos about 8 A.m. Here is
where Captain [John Henry K.] Burgwin
fell during the late War with Mexico in
an assault made on an Indian Church
which was defended by Indians and
Mexicans [on February 4, 1847, and
Burgwin died three days later]. Doctor
Decamp [Surgeon Samuel G. I. De
Camp] was present when the Captain
fell. The church is Still Standing but not
used for worship. Still a fire is kept burn
ing in it for the Sun and Montazume
their god and King. The latter is to come
at the rising of the former to give back
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to the Indians the Country occupied by
all other people. We left Taos and for
miles our road wound around its moun
tain, which rose about 3500 feet above
the prairie road over which we trav
elled. We crossed the Aroya [Arroyo]
Hondo and the Rio Colerado. On the
bank of the latter we encamped. Met
Col. [Horace] Brooks on his way to the
States. The country beautiful in places
and Scenery grand. The White Moun
tains, at the foot of which is Fort Massa
chusetts is Seen looming up at 75 miles
ahead topped with Snow. From Burg
win to Taos 12 Miles, from Taos to Aroya
Hondo 12 Miles distance 38 Miles.
September 15-1855

Marched at day light and crossed
during the day the Dollorous [Dolores],
Costillar [Costilla] and Colobra [Cule
bra] Creeks and encamped at dark.
The country Mountaneous and pros
pect very fine. Road in part very good.
Valley loaded with Corn, Oats and
wheet. People half naked, dirty, gath
ering their crops and making molasses
from the juice of the Corn Stalks. The Rio
Grandy on our left with high Rocky
banks, distance 40 Miles.
September 16'" 1855

Started at day light, and during the
day crossed the Tranchero [Trinchera],
the San Christo and Utah Creeks, and
reached Fort Massachusetts at noon.
The post is at the foot of the White
Mountain called So because during
the greater portions of the Year its top is
Covered with Snow, which was the
Case when we reached the Fort. The
Fort is 10,000 feet above the ocean
and the Mountain top 2500 feet above
the Fort, or 12,500 feet. Weather Cold
Causing us to use our over Coats. Griz
zly bears are numerous in this moun
tain, not long since one attacked a Sol
dier close to the Fort; and the hunter
who Supplies the Garrison with game,
had a most desperate fight with one.
He Killed the bear, but was almost
Eaten up by the animal. Elk, Deer and
Small game is found in great numbers
in the gorges of this Mountain, and the
Streams which flow from it are alive
with trout. The officers on duty at the
Fort are Lieuts Beall [Lloyd Beall, 2nd Ar
tillery, commanding the post] and
Smead [John Radcliff Smead, 2nd Artil
lery] & Doctor Peaters [Surgeon DeWitt
Clinton Peters]. Distance 25 miles.
September 17"'1855

Marched at 2 p.m. and encamped
at our former placeses and reached
Santa Fe about 5 p,m. on the 22. Thus
travelling about 400 Miles in 13 days
over the roughest roads and through a
Mountoneous Country; in fact nearly
crossing the famed Rocky Mountains.
One hour after our return to Santa Fe, a
thunderStorm passed over this place
and for violence I think I think I carely
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[rarely?] Saw its equal-The rain fell in
torrents and came rushing down from
the Mountains, doing much damage
to the Mud houses of Santa Fe, of
which many were washed away. Two
persons were Killed by the fall of one of
these houses. It was well for us that we
reached Santa Fe, for if we had not we
would have had to encamp for the
night as it would have been impossible
to have Crossed the foaming Streams
that Supervened on our route.
Distances
From Santa Fe to Burgwin 87 Miles

.. Burgwin to Massachusetts 103 "
[There were no entries between

September 17 and October 24.]
October 24'" 1855

Left Santa Fe at 7 A.m. and reached
Algodones at 4 p.m. Country Barren,
hilly and Mountaneous. Road good
and descending. Distance 43 Miles
October 25-1855

Le[f)t Algodones at 8 A.m, and
reached Albuquerque at 1 P.m. Coun
try much the Same as the day previous.
Pass Indian and Mexican villages. The
former much the best in appearance.
AIbuquerque dirty; people filthy. Public
Depot and QrMaster Stores here. A
Company of Dragoons on duty here
Comd by Bt Mjr [Brevet Major James
Henry] Carleton. distance 24 Miles.
October 26'" 1855

Left Albuquerque at 9 A.m. Crossed
the Rio Grande by fording, and en
camped at 4 p.m. on Rio Percoi [Pu
erco]. Road uphill and Sandy. Water
bad and Scarce. Wood hardly any to
be found. Country very barren with
Sand hills, distance 18 Miles.
October 27-1855

Left at 7 A.m. and reach Sheep
Spring at 10 A.m. distance 10 Miles,
road Sandy and in many places very
heavy. Country barren bluffs of red and
white Sand Stone. Reached Lagoona
[Laguna] at 1 p.m. distance 12 Miles.
Country Volcanic and desolate in ap
pearance. Reached Covaro [Cubero]
at 4 p.m. distance 12 Miles. Country
More Mountoneous. Road good, grass
and ground white with Sooda [soda,
perhaps sodium carbonate or sodium
hydroxide]. distance 34 Miles.
October 28-1855

Marched at 7 A.m. and encamped
at Agua Sue [Agua Azul], or blue wa
ter, at 4 p.m. Passed through Covaro
[Cubero] Village at 7lf2. people and
place exceedingly filthy, took com for
our Animals. Reached a bed of Lava at
9. P.m. Country not describable, being
a bed of a crater. The deep feelings
that the mass is Still burning hot comes
over you and you look around you with
dread. There before you is a Stream of
fresh black lavey [lava] looking as it[if) it
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the valley of the Rio Grande in part
deep Mud or Sand. Country an valley.
not very interesting and towns or
Ranchs through which we passed very
dirty distance 23 Miles
November 11-1855 Sund[a]y

Remained at AIburquerque during
the day and Started at Noon on the
12th and reached Algodones that day
and left Early on the 13th reached
Santa Fe at 4 pm

distances
From Santa Fe to Albuquerque 67 miles
Albuquerque-Fort Defiance 166 ..
Do - Los Lunas ~ ..

256
November 15-1855

Started at 9 A.m. from Santa Fe to
Make an Inspection of Ordnance
property at Fort Union and reach Peats
Rancho [later owned by James Gray
(1856). followed by Martin Kozlowski
(1858)] at the old Pecos Church at 4
p.m. Road bad and weather Cold. Dis
tance 26 Miles
November 16·1855

Left Peats at 7 A.m and reached Tu
colota [Tecolote] at 4 p.m. weather Still
Cold. Roads better distance 37 Miles
November 17-1855

Left Moores [William H. Moore oper
ated a trading post and military forage
station at Tecolote] at 7 A.m. and
reached Fort Union at 8 P.m. Weather
warm at Mid day, which melted the
Snow, and Made the Wheeling very
heavy, and consequently fagged our
mules. distance 34 miles.
November 18th Sund[a]y

Remained at rest. and on the 19th

Commenced My Inspections, and
Closed the Same on Saturday the 1st of
December and made preparations to
return
December 2nd Sund[a]y

Started for Santa Fe to join General
Garland who it was presumed would
leave on the 6th for EI Pasto. To aid us as
the road was heavy obtained the Serv
ice of four Mules to Vagus and
reached Tucolota at night fal1-34
Miles
December 3rd 1855

Le[f]t Tucolota at 8 A.m and
reached San Jose at noon and Peats
at 4 pm, Passed the mail for the States
near San Jose. distance 37 MiI[e]s
December 4-1855

Le[f]t Peats at 8 A.m and reached
Santa Fe at 8. P.m Road better then
when we passed over it for Fort Union.
Weather Cold-26 MiI[e]s

Distances Miles
From Santa Fe to old Pecos Church 26

II .. II San Jose 41
San Migall 48
Tucolote 63

that flow from Sierra De San Juan to the
Pacific Ocean, distance 44 Miles.
October 31 thl855

Mustered the Troops and Inspected
the Ordnance property at the Post.
November 1stl855 at Work at papers
and indications of a Storm. Post Com
dId by [Brevet] Major [Henry Lane]
Kendrick [Captain, Second Artillery].
November 2nd 1855

Rain and Snow in gusts. Closed our
Work and Made preparations to return.
November 3rd 1855 detained by a
heavy Snow Storm.
November 4th 1855 Sund[a]y

Remained at the Fort. Weather Cold
but fine. Road through the Canon Bo
nito or Pretty pass through the Moun
tains. This defile is about a Mile in
length. and at no point over 200 Yards
Wide-In places it is not 100 Yards from
Crest to Crest of the perpendicular
walls that form its Sides about 300 feet
in h[e]ight. The top of the no[r]thern
Wall overhangs the road So that a
Stone Could be dropped on the head
of the traveller below. It is a fearful pass.
for a Stone loosened by an Eagle, or
Crow Might kill the passer through.
November 5-1855

Left at 7 A.m. and encamped at 6
P.m. at our former Stoping place. Road
very heavy caused by the Snow.
November 6th 1855

Le[flt at 6 A.m. and encamped at 4
P.m. at Agua lzul [Azul] or blue water
spring.
November ']th 1855

Marched at 5 A.m. and encamped
at 3 p.m. at Cavaro [CUbero] village.
November 8th 1855

Marched at 6 A.m. reached La
goona at 9 A.m. left the road to Albu
querque at 11 A.m. en route across the
Country for Los Lunas, and encamped
at 4 p.m. on the Perco [Rio Puerco]. The
road good. but no wood and Conse
quently we had to lay in our Supply be
fore we reached our Camp. The Coun
try More volcanic [than] that on the Al
buquerque road. Crossed Many beds
of lava in ridges. anG! Snow capped
Mountains Seen in every direction
around us. Night very Cool. Distance 40
Miles.
November 9th 1855

Marched at 6 A.m. and reached Los
Lunas at 10 A.m. Road good Country
descending to the River, and Volcanic.
Los Lunas is Commanded by Lieut
[Isaiah N.] Moore [First Dragoons], hav
ing with him a Company of Dragoons
distance 20 Mil[e]s.
November 10th 1855

Closed our duties at Los Lunas and
Started at Noon for Albuquerque
Which we reach after dark. Road up

had been just thrown up and So porus
that appears like foam Standing fifteen
or twenty feet in height. Every thing
around you, indicates that there must
have been terrible Commotion there.
Mountains from 500 to 1500 feet in hight
Constitute the wall of the once burning
lake, distance 35 Miles.
October 29th l855

Marched at 5 A.m. and reached Ba
con Spring at I P.m.. distance 26 Miles,
and Bear Spring at 4 P.m, distance 9
Miles. Wood. Water and grass plenty,
Road in places Sandy and heavy. oth
erwise good. North Side of vally. one
continuous Chain of juting Mountains
of Red and White Sand Stone and So
regular in distance and formation that
it looks like an extensive Chain of Fortifi
cation Supported and flanked by huge
forts. many hundred feet in height con
stituting the walls of the vast basin of liq
uid fire. The South Side generally Slop
ing to the Crest of lake walls. but as it
rises the ground is covered with Stunted
Pine. Cedar and Pinion trees. many of
which have been a long time dead but
So Sound that one would thing [think]
their decay had taken place but yes
terday. No indication of young trees
Springing up, and the drying up of the
Streams, Show plainly that the Country
has been better than at present. Lava
at at the beginning of our days March
and our road the entire day has been
over its black Mass distance 35 Miles.
October 30 1855

Marched at 5 A.m. and reached
Fort Defiance [established in 1851 just
west of the present New Mexico
Arizona boundary at the mouth of
Canon Bonita] at 3 P.m. At 9 A.m.
passed out of the Crater. at the head
of Which Stands a lofty Mound or bluff
of Red & White Sand Stone. To the East
of which is a beautiful Mass of Stone.
which at the distance of 8 or 10 Miles
looks like large Fortress having a thous
and chimnies: but as you approach it it
Changes in appearence and when
you get in front of it, it looks [like] a Co
losus Seated on a huge throne with his
Septure over his left Shoulder and a
vast Concorse of people around him,
both Seated and Standing. This is no
flight of fancy, but was So Striking to
both of us that we haulted to admire its
greatness and beauty. The throne is on
a beautiful foot piece. and it is full 200
feet in hight, and the Surrounding Multi
tude looks as if they were in Ampathea
ter in attendance. As we progressed
the Country became More rolling,
formed of Sand hills. and high bluffs of
Rocks. Within two Miles of the Fort is a
black Mass of trap rock, Standing like a
wedge on its back. across the vallie.
The fort is at the gorge of the Bonito
Canon in latitude and longitude and
about 210 Miles of of the head Waters
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.. " Los Vegas 74

.. " Fort Union 97
December 8th 1855

Left Santa Fe for EI Paso at Mid day
and reached Degordoes [Delgado's]
Ranch at 5 p.m. day very Cold and
Snow Squals. Two officers dismounted
distance 16lfJ Miles
December 9-1855 Sund[a]y

Left delardoes [Delgado's] at 7 and
reached AIgadones at at 1 P.:'1 day
Cold and Clear distance 26'12 Miles
December 10th 1855

Left Algadones at 7 A.m. and
reached AIbuquerque at Mid day day
Cold and Winday[windy] Distance 24
Mil[e]s
December 11 th, 1855

Remained at AIbuquerque to pre
pare for our March.
December 12-1855

Marched at 7 A.m. and reached Los
Lunas at 2 P.M. day very winday The
Mountain of Los Ladrones or Robber
Mountain Seen looming up a great dis
tance ahead Covered with Snow. our
route down the Vallie of the Rio
Grande, Country very barren and unin
teresting. General Garland, .Col Gr~y
son, Majors Nichols, Kendnck, Smith
and Thornton Captain [Langdon C.]
Easton [quartermaster department]
Constituting the party-Escort of 25
Dragoons distance 23 Miles
December 13th 1855

Left Los Lunas at 7 A.m and reached
Sabinal at 3 p.m. Weather fine. Country
disolate. Village, dirty. Pass Mount Los
Ladrones on the right. The Succoro [So
corro] Mountains Seen far in advance
of us. distance 23 Miles.
December 14th 1855

Marched from Sabinal at 7 A.m and
reached Limita[r] [now Lemitar] at 1
P.m. Day very pleasant b~t Cold,
Country quite uninteresting. Village at
the foot of the Succoro Mountain. the
place of the late General [Manuel] Ar
mijo residence, at whose house. we
lodged for the night. Mount St. Chnsto
pher Seen rising ahead people and
places no bett~r than named before.
distance 2611. Miles
December 15-1855

Marched from Limita[r] at 7 A.m and
reached old Fort Conrad at 3 p.m. day
very pleasant. Passed clumps of Cot
ton wood trees along our route, called
Boskers [Bosques]. Hills very barren as
scarcely any thing else Could be Seen
than Masses of Stone generally vol
canic or trap rock, with a few Stunte:d
Cedar trees intervening. Mount Ch[r]ls
topher becoming more prominent.
passed Fort Conrad about a m.i~e &
Stopped at Beckwiths Ra~cho (military
forage station] for the night distance
31% Miles
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December 16th 1855
Marched at 7 A.m. and reached

Fort Craig at 10 A.m. [Brevet] Col. [Dan
iel T.] Chandler [Captain, Third Infantry]
Commanding. Country the Same as
the day previous. day very fine dis
tance 10lfJ Miles.
December 17th 1855

Marched at 9 A.m. and encamped
at the foot of Mount Christopher at the
Adoby Wall at 3 p.m. Country More
rough and barrent[?]. The.MountC?in ~n

the opposite Side of the nver. Being In
the vall[e]y the night was very Cold.
Made the inspection of the Ordnance
property at the Fort previous t~ leavir:g
which employed all of My time diS
tance 20 Miles
December 18th 1855

Marched at 7 A.m. and encamped
at Sun down. Wood Scarce and that
obtain was green Cotton Wood, about
as good for fires as ice. Road very bad
during the day being Mostly over rough
lava on pedregal hills, and deep Sand
vallies, high Mountains Seen at great
distances around us.

Passed Mount Christopher on our
left during the day. Detailed as officer
of the Night, and in the inspection of
the guard, a Musket doubly loaded
was accidentily fired, and by its recoil
My hand was injured. Camp at South
End of liE" Company Grove distance
31 11. Miles-
December 19th 1855

Marched at 7 A.m. and reached
Fort Thorn at 3 p.m. Road over pedre
gal hills and very bad. By Some Care it
[could] be much Shortened and im
proved Country rugged and uninter
esting Weather very fine. distance 31 11.
Miles. [Brevet] Mjr [William Nicholson]
Grier [Captain, First Dragoons] Com
manding
December 20th 1855

Served as a Member of a General
Court Martial and Inspected the Ord
nance property at the Post. General
Garland an[d] others officers left at 3
p.m. and encamped about 1m"" Miles
from the Post. Having Closed My duties
I started with a Dragoon as an Escort to
over take the Command. When I left
fort Thorn it was after dark and I Saw a
heavy fire ahead, and Came to the
Conclusion it Must be at the Officers
Camp. As I rode on the fire Could be
Seen extending its Self & I was appre
hensive that it might prevent me from
reaching Camp. Passed many large
Wolves out prowling on the road,
Reach Camp about 10 p.m. and found
as I Supposed that the fire had origi
nated by lighting the Camp fires. Cap
tain was out hunting when it took
place, and he came very near being
bur[n]t by it. distance lQ1,,':! Miles.
December 21"'1855

Wagon Tracks

Marched at 7 A.m. and reached
Don Auna [Dona Ana] at 2 p.m. day
very fine. passed Mount Argons &
Santa Aige[?] Scenery exceedingly
beautiful. Road very heavy being
Sandy in places. Cross the Rio Grande
about 6 Miles from Camp. Struck the
Hornado [Jornada] an[d] desert road
about 2 Miles from the River. This Hor
nado is 90 Miles across and on account
of the Indinas [Indians] who live in the
adjoining Mountains, and the extreme
Cold, and band [sand?] Storms; and
the great want of wood and water, it is
very dangerous to cross. Hence the
Cause why we have Kept down the
river route as we have done. The South
ern Mail takes the hornado road al
ways as it is Much Shorter and better
trav[e]lIing, but it often [has] been ex
posed to great privations and danger
distance 251h Miles-
December 22nd 1855

Marched at 8 A.m. and reached
Fort Fillmore at 11 A.m. Road Sandy
and heavy. wind Strong which drifted
the Sand, and made it very unpleasant
travelling. Organ Mountain Close on
our left, and from its numers [numerous]
points, like organ pipes, it takes its
Name. It is rich with Silver ore. A Man by
the Name is working a Mine which is ex
ceedingly rich. We passed his furnace.
[Lt.] Col [Dixon Stansbury] Miles [Third
Infantry] commanding at Fort Fillmore.
And Captain [John] Pope with a force
of citizens and a Company of Infantry
at Dona Anna Making experiments in
Sinking Artesian Wells. Made the in
spection of the ordnance property at
Fort Fillmore distance 131h Miles
December 23-1855

Marched at 7 A.m. and reached
Fort Bliss three Miles below the falls of EI
Paso at 4 pm. day Cold and high wind.
Making the travelling quite unpleasant
Country rough. Passed the Monument
Set up by the boundary Commissioners
between the U.S. and Mexico. [Brevet
Lt.] Col. Reeves [Isaac Van Duzer
Reeve, Captain Fourth Infantry] Comd
Fort Bliss. distance 401h Mil[e]s
December 24th 1855

Made the Inspection of the Ord
nance property at Fort Bliss.
December 25-1855

Dined at Judge Heart's [Simeon
Hart] who has an extensive F[I]ouring
Mills at the falls of EI Paso, and returned
to the Fort.
December 26th 1855

On duty as a Member of a General
Court Martial. An extensive rob[b]ery
committed by four Soldiers who es
caped with their plunder across the Rio
Grande into Mexico.
December 27-1855

Visited Mr Hearts [Hart's] to hear a
Masonic address by Col. Grayson and
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A brand new 2-vol. book, Cherokee
Trail Diaries, has just been pub
lished by Patricia and Jack Fletcher
and Lee Whiteley. The Cherokee

The Lamar Daily News carried a
feature article about the Trail on
June 11, 1999. The story and photos
by Joy Blanton opened the special
travel ~nd tourism section.

worths," featuring Fort Leaven
worth and the City of Leavenworth,
appeared in the February 1999 issue
of Motorhome Magazine. Both Lea
venworths were closely connected to
the Santa Fe Trail.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Bonita Oliva's fine article, "Rare
Jackson County Trail Swales Discov
ered," that appeared in the last issue
of WTwas reprinted as "Rare Swales
Discovered in Missouri," in the
Spring 1999 issue of Pathways
Across America: A Newsletter for Na
tional Scenic and Historic Trails.

The Missouri River Outfitters
Chapter and the National Frontier
Trails Center have produced an in
formative brochure on "Frontier
Trail Sites of Independence Mis
souri." It includes a map and infor
mation on 17 sites.

Wet/Dry Routes Chapter Vice
President Howard Losey has as
sumed the duties of editor of the
chapter's newsletter, Traces. He pro
duces a handsome and informative
publication.

• • • •
WetlDry Routes Chapter member

Shirley Stein was recently inducted
into the Kansas Teachers' Hall of
Fame. Congratulations Shirley!

• • • •
Charles and Jean Hinkle, Las Ve

gas, NM, recently completed their
trip over the Trail and earned the
dinner certificate for The Fort. They
are the sixth entrant to complete the
Traveler's Credential, and they had
the most stamps so far.

• • • •
The new sod house at the Santa

Fe Trail Center, Larned KS, is now
completed. Visitors are welcome.

• • • •
SFTA members Chris Day and

Marcia Fox conduct a Trail trip for
5th and 6th grade students at Wa
mego, KS, in odd-numbered years.
Their web page is at <http://www.
usd320.kI2.ks.us/sft/sft.htm>.

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITS-

bike, take a wagon ride in some ar
eas such as the Cimarron National
Grassland near Elkhart, camp out,
learn about the clothing of the day,
play period games, go see a buffalo
herd, make and eat jerky, and
whatever else could be thought up.
The list is endless.

Picture a Vacation Santa Fe Trail
School with learning centers, short
lessons and activities put on for a few
hours, a day, or even a few days. We
could promote these activities on the
web site as a family vacation. Per
haps we could have several over the
summer at sites along the Trail so
that families could travel the Trail
and attend more than one.

For special occasions, consider re
enactors who accurately portray life
on the Trail. Each of the sites on the
Trail has a unique point of view, a
particular history of who, when, and
why travelers were there. We could
capitalize on the uniqueness.

Is anyone coordinating with or
supplementing Boy Scout programs
on Trails. Do Girls Scouts or 4-H pro
grams include heritage projects?
How could we encourage this?

I would like to hear from the mem
bership at large. Let me know your
present activities and your ideas for
additional programs to reach youth
and families. Those of you not affili
ated with a chapter, let us hear from
you. We want to promote youth and
families along the Trail during the
year 2000, and we need your input.
Thank you for your help.

Wagon Tracks

Doris Lyons, Santa Fe, member of
the End of the Trail Chapter, died
June 26, 1999. She was 82. She was a
longtime volunteer at the Santa Fe
Public Library, to which memorials
are suggested. Sympathy is ex
tended to her family.

• • • •
A new permanent exhibit, "Blaz-

ing the Way West: From Lewis and
Clark to Fur Traders and Trappers,"
opened at the National Frontier
Trails Center, Independence MO, on
June 19, 1999.

• • • •
An article on "The Two Leaven-

after Some refreshment given by
Judge Heart returned to the Fort.
December 28-1855

Closed our duties as a General
Court Martial, and the Inspection of
Ordnance property
December 29-1855

The General, Major Nichols. Gray
son[.] Smith and Kendrick [Henry Lane
Kendrick?]. went down the River to the
Village of Sucora to a Ball on Bylie[?]
December 30-1855

Partie [Party] returned from the Ball,
Weather very Cold.
December 31 It 1855

Mustered and Inspected and fin
ished our duties.
(concluded next issue)

FORT LEARNED

-TEACHERS' TRADING POST-
Karla French, Editor

(Karla French is chair of the SFTA
Education Committee and may be
reached at PO Box 2, Bairoil WY
82322, email <kfrench@trib.com>.)

The education committee is dis
cussing ways to educate young peo
ple about the Trail and its heritage.
We would like to hear from mem
bers. We know that there are many
activities going on in a number of
communities along the Trail. Please
send information about these so we
can let others know.

We also want to educate teachers
by having workshops whenever pos
sible. This will be done at the 1999
symposium. Although not all of us
are professional teachers, we can be
educators about the Trail.

We encourage members to brain
storm new ideas to reach youth and
families. Some communities already
use their local recreation depart
ment to offer short programs or field
trips for youth during the summer
months. Adult short courses are also
avenues for education.

Perhaps a chapter could sponsor a
"mini" symposium in the summer
months aimed at youth and families,
with hands-on activities related to
the Trail. The Symposium/Rendez
vous Review Task Force suggested
mini symposiums. Some topics for
these could be cooking, crafts, set
ting up camp, loading a wagon with
supplies and trade goods, seeing
wagons and horses (mules and oxen)
as they harness or yoke up and move
out. Students could hike the Trail,
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Trail followed a portion of the
Santa Fe Trail. For more informa
tion and to order, see their website at
<www.Olympus.net/per
sonalljpfletcher/che rokeetraill
homelhtml>.

Several organizations in Las Ve
gas, NM, have joined together to cre
ate a new brochure, "Historic Las Ve
gas New Mexico: Along the Santa Fe
Trail." Copies are available from the
Las Vegas CCHP, PO Box 728, Las
Vegas NM 87701.

• • • •
Robert L. Duffus's classic, The

Santa Fe Trail, is back in print and
available from Last Chance Store.

COUNCIL TROVE

-DOCUMENTS-
INDIAN VILLAGE ON PAWNEE FORK
Dave Webb located the following

material about Gen. W. S. Hancock's
destruction of the Cheyenne and
Sioux village on Pawnee Fork, on
April 19, 1867, in a letter from In
dian Agent E. W. Wynkoop to Tho
mas Murphy, superindendent of the
Central Indian Agency, dated Sep
tember 14, 1867. Only a portion of
the letter is reproduced here:

My attention having just been at
tracted to a communication in the
"Army and Navy Journal" and other
papers from Major General Hancock
to General Grant in reference to his
late opperations in the country of the
Indians included in my Agency, which
is calculated to cast some reflection
upon me In consequence of the repre
sentation that Imade at the time to my
Department in regard to his course;
which representations were simply the
facts in the premises, but which Gen.
Hancock endeavours to prove were
misrepresentations, on my part, I con
sider it a duty lowe to myself to set my
self right before the Dept. and the pub
lic; by replying to the communication
mentioned, and endeavouring to
prove that Gen. Hancock and not my
self was mistaken in some particulars
referred to by him, I shall also endeav
our to prove that Gen. Hancock was
not only mistaken in certain particulars
but that his whole course in reference
to the Indians of my Agency was a mis
take and as long as Gen. Hancock's
communication has had publicity
given to it by being published in numer
ous Journals throughout the United
States, I think it will be no more than an
act of justice to myself, to have the
same publicity given to this, my reply.

• • • •

In the first communication that Gen.
Hancock addressed to myself inform
ing me of his intention of making an ex
pedition to the plains he says, "I request
that you will inform them (the Indians) in
such a manner as you may think
proper, that Iexpect shortly to visit their
neighbourhood and that I will be glad
to have an interview with their chiefs."
[text of Hancock's March 11 letter:]

Ihave the honor to address this letter
to you for the purpose of informing you
that I have about completed my ar
rangements to move a force to the
plains, and only await a proper condi
tion of the roads to march.

My object in making an expedition
at this time is, to show the Indians within
the limits of this Department, that we
are able to chastise any tribes who
may molest people who are traveling
across the plains. It is not our desire to
bring on difficulties with the Indians, but
to treat them with justice and accord
ing to our treaty stipulations, and I de
sire especially in my dealings with
them, to act through their Agents as far
as practicable.

In reference to the Cheyenne of
your Agency in particular, I may say
that we have just grounds of griev
ance. One is that they have not deliv
ered up the murderer [said to have
been Fox Tail, son of Medicine Arrows)
of the New Mexican at Zarah [in No
vember 1866). Ialso believe that Ihave
evidence sufficient to fix upon different
bands of that tribe, whose Chiefs are
known, several of the outrages com
mitted on the Smoky Hill, last summer.

I request that you will inform them in
such a manner as you may think
proper, that Iexpect shortly to visit their
neighborhood, and that I will be glad
to have an interview with their Chiefs;
and tell them also, if you please, that I
will go fully prepared for peace or war,
and that hereafter, Iwill insist upon their
keeping off the main lines of travel,
where their presence is calculated to
bring about collisions with the whites.

If you county prevail upon the Indi
ans of your Agency to abandon their
habit of infesting the country traversed
by our Overland routes, threatening,
robbing and intimidating travellers, we
will defer that matter to you. If not, I
would be pleased by your presence
with me when I visit the locality of your
tribes, to show that the officers of the
Government are acting in harmony.
[Wynkoop's September 14 letter con
tinues:]

In accordance with the request
made by Gen. Hancock I assembled
the principal chiefs of the dog soldiers
of the Cheyennes at Fort Lamed for the
purpose of having an interview with
him (Gen. Hancock). These chiefs

obeyed my summons with alacrity
coming a distance of 35 miles to this
Post through a deep snow though their
ponies who subsist entirely upon grass
were in miserable condition being
scarcely able to travel[.] The chiefs re
ferred to belonged to the village which
was afterwards destroyed by Gen.
Hancock. a council was held with
these chiefs by the General in his camp
at night such a thing being heretofore
unknown as holding a friendly con
verse with an assemblage of Indian
chiefs after sunset it is as they term it
"against their medicine" and that fact
alone was calculated to a certain de
gree to make them feel suspicious.

Gen. Hancock says in his communi
cation from which I have quoted that
he will defer certain matters to me con
nected with the Indians of my Agency
but in the council referred to he took
upon himself the whole conduct of af
fairs, reprimanded the Indians for sup
posed depredations committed by
them and stated that he was about to
march his column of troops up to their
village which village was 35 miles from
any travelled road. "Tall Bull" one of the
principal men of his tribe in reply to
Gen. Hancock stated-that from the
time that he had taken me by the hand
about a year previous he had held
firmly to the peace then made and
that his band had not been engaged
in any acts of hostility towards the
whites subsequent to that date; and
afterwards in a conversation with my
self said that he was fearful of the con
sequences of Gen. Hancock marching
his column up to his village as it was cal
culated to frighten the women and
children who had not yet forgotten the
fearful massacre at Sand Creek; pre
vious to Gen. Hancock's departure
from this Post I expressed to him my
fears of the result of his marching troops
immediately on to the Indian village
but notwithstanding he persisted in do
ing so[.] The village was located 35
miles west of this Post on the Pawnee
Fork and the column started directly
away from the Santa Fe road, the
great highway of this country and
marched up the Pawnee Fork in the di
rection of the Indian village; said col
umn was composed of Cavalry, Infan
try, and Artillery together with a Pon
toon train and had as formidable an
aspect and presented as warlike an
appearance as any that ever
marched to meet an enemy on a
battle-field[.] I accompanied the col
umn for the purpose of subserving the
interests of my Dept. by looking after
the interests of the Indians of my
Agency as far as lay in my power; some
of the chiefs who had been in council
on the first days march rode along side
of me exhibiting in various ways their
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fear of the result of this expedition not
fearful of their own lives or liberty as
they rode boldly in the midst of the col
umn but fearful of the panic which they
expected to becreated among their
women and children; upon the arrival
of the troops; some 22 or 23 miles from
Fort Lamed we went into campI,] the
chiefs still remaining with the troops as
well as another small party of warriors
who had met the column during the
day, upon going into camp it was the
understanding that we were within five
or six miles of the Indian village and
Gen. Hancock despatched some of
the chiefs that night to bring the princi
pal men in at 9 o'clock the next mom
ing for the purpose of having a talk with
them; the Indians had not made their
appearance at the time specified the
Gen. allowed a short time to elapse
and their not still making their appear
ance he expressed himself to the ef
fect that he believed that they felt
guilty and would not come and ac
cordingly struck his camp and started
in the direction of the Indian village the
majority of the chiefs who had been
present at the council still remaining
with the column, after making a march
of about six miles we came in sight of
about three hundred Indians rapidly
marching toward the camp, we had
left, our column was immediately
halted the Infantry and Artillery formed
in line the Cavalry coming up at the
same time with drawn sabres the
whole command presenting such an
appearance as Ihave seen just prior to
the opening of an engagement[.] The
consequence was that the Indians
halted at some distance became un
steady and some of them who were in
the rear on foot precipitately fled, not
knowing what the Indians might do un
der the circumstances I asked permis
sion of Gen. Hancock to ride toward
the Indian lines for the purpose of reas
suring them with my presence, permis
sion being granted I rode into the cen
tre of their line. apparently ove~oyed

when they recognized me the sur
rounded my horse expressing their de
light at seeing me there saying that
now they knew everything was all right
and they would not be harmed. recog
nizing one of their principal war chiefs
Roman Nose I galloped toward him in
structing him to immediately send and
bring those Indians who were in flight
and keep all his people steady as they
would not be harmed. I then learned
that the Indian village instead of being
fIVe or six miles from our camp as we
had supposed, was at least fif
teen-that the Indians had started as
soon as possible after receiving Gen.
Hancock's message for the purpose of
obeying his instructions by coming to
talk with him I conducted the principal
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men and met Gen. Hancock with his
Generals and their staffs nearly mid
way between the two lines. Gen. Han
cock then told the chiefs that it was too
windy to talk then and there, that he
was going to march on to their village
and he would hold a council there that
evening. The chiefs then left and the
balance of the Indians then moved off
rapidly in the direction of their village.
Gen. Hancock's column then took up
the line of march in the same direction
in a short time afterward. during one of
the halts, at the solicitation of Bull Bear
the principal chief of the Dog Soldiers
as interpreted by Edmond Guerrier I
appealed to Gen. Hancock requesting
him not to march his column of troops
up to the village as I feared the result
would be the flight of the women and
children from the same. He said, it was
his intention to camp his troops in the
immediate vicinity of said village; upon
our arrival after having made camp
within a few hundred yards from said
village we learned that the women
and children had fled but that the men
still remained. Gen. Hancock immedi
ately summoned the principal men
before him which summons they
obeyed promptly and presented
themselves before his tent, he asked
them why the women and children
had fled on his approach. Roman Nose
one of the chiefs replied by asking him
the question whether the women and
children of the whites were not as a
general thing more timid than the men
who were supposed to be warriors and
not afraid of anything that he himself
(Roman Nose) who was a warrior and
his comrades who surrounded him
were not afraid of Gen. Hancock and
his troops but their women and chil
dren were and also desired to know
whether Gen. Hancock had ever
heard of the massacre at Sand Creek
where many women and children of
his tribe were murdered by U.S. troops
who came under the same aspect as
that now presented by Gen. Han
cock's column and whether it was not
natural under those circumstances for
their women and children to become
panic stricken; the only reply that I
heard from Gen. Hancock was that he
wanted them (the principal men) to
immediately start out and bring in their
women and children as he considered
it an act of treachery on their part the
fact of their having fled. Three of the
chiefs replied that they were willing to
start immediately and that they would
endeavour to bring back the women
and children but appeared doubtful as
to their meeting with success. They
asked the General to loan them some
horses as their ponies were not in con
dition. The horses were furnished, and
they started. returning at midnight
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sending back the horses borrowed and
stating that it was impossible to return
their women and children who were
then scattered in every direction on
the Prairie. A short time after the chiefs
returned Gen. Hancock surrounded
the village with his Cavalry and found it
evacuated by all except an idiot girl
and an old broken legged Sioux Indian.
That night in my presence, expressed
his determination of burning the village
the next day; in his letter he says-"My
official report of the opperations of the
Expedition last Spring shows conclu
sively that I did not determine to de
stroy the Indian villages until I had
learned officially of the outrage com
mitted on the Smoky Hill by the Indians
(Sioux and Cheyennes) who had
treacherously left their camps on
Pawnee Fork on the 14th of April or dur
ing the previous night.["]

Although Gen. Hancock states that
no offensive opperations were carried
on against the lndians of my Agency
prior to the burning of the Station on
the Smoky Hill I have to refer to his own
report with reference to the killing of
the six Cheyenne Indians who were at
tempting to cross the Arkansas River
near the Cimerone Crossing. Those In
dians were killed before any word had
been received from Gen. Custer and in
accordance with an order from Gen.
Hancock despatched on the night of
the Indians flight to stop all Indians from
crossing the Arkansas River. Prior to the
burning of the village I sent to Gen.
Hancock the following letter of protest
to which I never received any written
reply:
Camp on Pawnee Fork
April 13th [18th] 1867
General:

For a long time I have made the In
dian character my chief study. Iregard
the late movement for the Cheyennes
of my Agency as caused by fear alone.
so far as Iam able to judge. They met us
at first with a determination to have a
peaceful talk. at such a distance from
their village as would make their
women and children satisfied that no
danger need by apprehended by
them. Your movement toward the vil
lage terrified the squaws and children,
who left with such movable property as
they could gather.

I learn that you propose destroying
the lodges and other property now re
maining in the village. Iwould most re
spectfully request you not to do so.

I am fully convinced that the result
would be an Indian outbreak of the
most serious nature, while at the same
time there is no evidence, in my judge
ment. that this band of Cheyennes are
deserving this severe punishment. I am
influenced alone in this communicat-
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ing with you by what I consider a strict
sense of duty.
[Wynkoop's September 14 letter con·
tinues:]

Gen. Hancock states that the dep
redation[s] committed on the Smoky
Hill immediately after the evacuation
of the village were committed by a
portion of the same body of Indians
about eight hundred strong who
crossed the Smoky Hill road on the 16th
of April and reported themselves to be
"Sioux" "Cheyennes" & "Pawnees"; I
would beg leave to draw your atten
tion to the fact that is well known by
every man who has the least knowl
edge of Indian Affairs in this country;
that the Pawnees are the hereditary
enemies of the Cheyennes and Sioux
and war has always existed between
them. I also reiterate what I have
stated in former communications that
he first courier who arrived from Gen.
Custer after leaving in pursuit of the In
dians brought the news that the Chey
ennes had turned south while Gen.
Custer has following the Sioux trail.

Gen. Hancock also says:-
"In reference to the statement of

Colonel Wynkoop that the village of
the Cheyennes was distinct from that
of the Sioux I can only say that the vil
lages stood upon the same ground,
and I was unable after an inspection
which I made in person to distinguish
with any certainty the lodges of the
Cheyennes from those of the Sioux; nor
could any of the officers who were with
me say positively where the line of
separation between the villages com
menced."-

And yet Gen. Hancock ardered his
Inspector General to furnish me with an
inventory of the property contained in
the Cheyenne village as well as the
Sioux which inventory was made out
under the head of "Cheyenne village"
and "Sioux village" and forwarded by
me to your Dep't.

Gen. Hancock again says "that it is
not seen upon what grounds the Indi
ans became fully impressed with the
belief that he had come for the pur
pose of murdering their women and
children as had previously been done
at Sand Creek." In reply to that Iwould
state that the only way the Indians had
of jUdging what his intentions might be
were from appearances and appear
ances were much the same as those
prior to the massacre at Sand Creek.

The nation knows, and I know who
Gen. Hancock is-know him for the
good, brave, faithful soldier. who has
won the proud position he now holds
through gallant and meritorious serv
ices but, the Indians were not aware of
Gen.Hancock's antecedents, and had
no means of discriminating between
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him and Colonel Chivington; or distin
guishing the man from the monster.

CAMP TALES
-CHAPTER REPORTS-

Chapter presidents with e-mail,
please provide that address to WT.

Wet/Dry Routes Chapter Web·
master Larry Mix has offered to put
all current chapter newsletters on
the WetlDry Routes Chapter web
page. Send him your newsletter bye·
mail or on disk (he will not keyboard
from your hard copy) to 202 N Gray
St, St John KS 67576.

Cimarron Cutoff
President Helen C. Brown
PO Box 1400
Elkhart KS 67950
(316) 697-4597

The chapter met April 24 in Clay
ton, NM, with 23 persons present.
Following a catered buffet, Wanna
Hall presented a program on Baby
Doe Tabor. President Helen Brown
reported the results of the chapter
survey taken in January.

Brown presented the following
Presidential Awards: Chapter Am
bassador, Phyllis Randolph; Bull
wacker Award, Florence Merritt;
Wagon Master Award, David Hut
chison; and Trail Buff Award, Leo
and Mary Gamble.

Brown reported on the SFTA
Board meeting she attended on April
17. The July 10 chapter meeting was
held in Springfield, CO.

Texas Panhandle
President Kathy Revett
1227 SBryan
Amarillo TX 79102
(806) 371-9309
<krevett@am.net>

The summer meeting will be held
August 8 at the Amarillo Central Li
brary. Revised bylaws for the chap
ter will be presented for adoption.
Vice-president Clint Chambers will
present the program.
Wagonbed Springs
President Jeff Trotman
PO Box 1005
Ulysses KS 67880
(316) 356-1854

The quarterly meeting was held
July 8 in Ulysses, KS.

Wagonbed Springs has become a
popular place for end-of-year school
field trips. On May 12 Shirley Stein's
5th grade class from Sullivan School
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toured the area, some of them wore
pioneer dress. Other groups at the
site included Rolling Hills Christian
School of Lakin, two groups from the
local Grant County Recreation "Kids
Club," and Ulysses 4-H Club Trail
Ride for St. Jude's Hospital.

On May 4 the Cimarron River was
running with great force. Many visi
tors commented about how nice it
was to see water flowing in what
usually is a sandy river bed. The
river is dry again now, but it has a
much cleaner appearance due to the
recent flow of water.

The spring rains in southwest
Grant County over the past five or
six years have had a permanent ef
fect on the Trail ruts at Wagonbed
Springs. They have been eroded
away by the runoff. Gary Begnoche
and James Pena of the Natural Re
source Conservation Service sur
veyed the area and concluded that
the total amount of runoff affecting
the area consists of approximately
638 acres of upland area to the
northwest of the Trail ruts at the
site.

Erin Batman and James Pena of
the Grant County Natural Resource
Conservation Service in Ulysses
have been working with landowner
Jim Allen on a cost-share program to
install a graded diversion, to divert
the runoff from the historic site. In
mid-June the diversion project was
completed.
Heart of the Flint Hills
President Donald B. Cress
RR 1 Box 66
Council Grove KS 66846
(316) 767-5826

Everyone in the chapter is busy
with preparations for the sympo
sium and looks forward to seeing you
in Council Grove in September.
End of the Trail
President George Donoho Bayless
PO Box 156
Chama NM 87520
(888) 368-4868

On May 15 the End of the Trail
and Corazon de los Caminos chap
ters co-sponsored an outing to San
Miguel del Vado during New Mexico
Preservation Week. Elisia Busta
mante, owner of the endangered
"customs house" at San Miguel, wel
comed us to her home and the town.
Frances Levine, ethnohistorian and
head of the Arts and Sciences De-
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Dedication of Trail Crossing Markers in Santa fe, July 11, 1999, I to r, Craig Watts,
George Bayless, Marc Simmons, Margaret Sears, David Gaines, and Larry Delgado.

partment at Santa Fe Community
College, presented a historical sum
mary of San Miguel. Father James
Foley, pastor at San Miguel, dis
cussed a history of the church. About
100 people attended. The pre- sent
ers made an outstanding con- tribu
tion to our knowledge of this histori
cal treasure. Ann Ortiz, who has
been mapping the Trail in the area
for our chapter, pointed out some in
teresting ruts near San Miguel and
at San Jose.

On July 11 the formal dedication
of the Trail crossing markers to the
City of Santa Fe was held (see article
on page 1).

The July 17 meeting was held at
the Albuquerque Museum. David
Kammer, who researches cultural
landscapes with an interest in his
torical preservation, gave a presen
tation, "Route 66 and the Santa Fe
Trail." He discussed the evolution of
"corridors" developed for the move
ment of people, from old trails to
modern highways. Interestingly, old
Highway 1 in New Mexico, before
federal involvement, followed the
Santa Fe Trail from Raton to Santa
Fe and then followed the Camino
Real to El Paso. Kammer concluded
that the stories around trails, rail
roads, highways, and the interstates
make up the history of a state like
New Mexico.

On July 29, at the Eldorado Com
munity Center, the chapter pre
sented "Petticoat Pioneers" by SFTA
board members Anne Mallinson and
Nancy Lewis. Dressed in 19th-ce
ntury attire, they related the story of
western women who helped shape
American social progress.

The next meeting will be Septem
ber 18. Don Alberts will conduct a
tour of Civil War sites around Glori
eta Pass.
Corazon de los Camlnos
President Steve Whitmore
120 Gabaldon Rt
Las Vegas NM 87701
(505) 454-0683

About 30 members made the trip
to Elizabethtown on May 16 for an
excellent program by Jack Urban.
Urban recounted the history of this
gold-mining boom town, once home
to 7,000 fortune hunters, now truly a
ghost town. A few stone walls re
main, plus a cemetery, a private mu
seum (opened this year early for our
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meeting), and lots of hills which are
actually gravel heaps from the
mines. In its heyday E-town was an
important market for Santa Fe Trail
traders, who left the Mountain
Route at Cimarron or brought their
wagons directly up Cimarron Can
yon, using the toll road built by Lu
cien Maxwell.

The preceding day 20 members at
tended the program at San Miguel
del Vado organized by the End of the
Trail Chapter for New Mexico Heri
tage Preservation Week, and co
sponsored by Corazon de los Cami
nos. We met in the San Miguel
church for a talk by Father James
Foley about the church, then heard a
talk by historian Fran Levine of
Santa Fe on the history of San
Miguel del Vado and neighboring
settlements on the Pecos River.
Some restoration is underway on the
church and its artwork; more is
planned. Levine has a book ~ched

uled for publication. this fall on the
history of the Pecos Valley.

Elisia Bustamante, who with her
family owns several buildings in San
Miguel, guided a walking tour of the
village. After lunch in her placita,
participants drove to San Jose del
Vado and saw some classic deep
Trail ruts en route.

The location of the June 19 and 20
meeting was the Stonewall and
Trinidad areas. Twenty-two mem
bers gathered at the grave sites of
Marion and Richard Russell at the
cemetery at Stonewall, CO. Local
historian Richard Louden gave an
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account of the years the Russells
lived in Stonewall that ended with
the tragic death of Richard during a
confrontation between deputies rep
resenting the Maxwell Land Grant
and local residents, whose land hold
ings were being taken over by the
land-grant interests. Louden, Bran
son, CO, is a well-known rancher
and local historian in the Southern
Colorado area and very kindly enter
tained the group with his knowledge
of the Russell family and the area.
The following day, twelve members
visited the Baca and Bloom houses in
Trinidad and the newly organized
SFT and local history museum. The
tour of these three buildings was ar
ranged by Paula Manini, museum
director.

The chapter's efforts in mapping
the SFT from the Pecos River to the
Colorado border was the focus of the
July 18 meeting. Mapping chairman,
Mike Macklin, and Hal Jackson
demonstrated the fundamentals of
mapping including the Global Posi
tioning System (GPS), and led the
group to two sections of the Trail
with impressive ruts near Steve and
Mary Whitmore's home.

Teresa and Walter Pickett have
given the chapter a record which
they have compiled of all the DAR
SFT markers in New Mexico, with
many color photographs of the mark
ers and their surrounding locations.
It is a valuable and handsome doc
ument, not only about the Tl'ail, but
also about efforts to commemorate
and preserve the it.
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Wet/Dry Routes
President Rusti Gardner
801 Vernon Dr
Larned KS 67550
<jaxrus@larned.net>

The June 26 meeting was held at
the "Little Red House" in Larned,
KS. The "Little Red House" is a
replica of Larned's fIrst building,
originally the sutler's mess house at
Fort Larned. Town founder, Henry
Booth, moved the building from the
post down the south bank of the
Pawnee Fork and floated it across
the swollen stream to a site now
occupied by Schnack Lowrey Park. It
served as a post offIce, residence,
saloon, dance hall, and school. The
first school teacher christened it
"The Little Red House" and it has
been called that since. The replica is
now located at 2nd and State streets
and when completely renovated will
serve as a historic landmark.

The featured event at the meeting
was a sumptuous potluck supper
with the mouth-watering entree of
deep-fried turkey furnished by hosts
Alice and David Clapsaddle.

Items discussed during the busi
ness meeting included completion of
the Directory book, report on the
recently-held seminar, preliminary
plans for the 2000 seminar, Faye An
derson Committee member continu
ity, liability insurance for interpre
tive marker sites, chapter bounda
ries for mapping purposes, bylaws,
and speakers' bureau grant for 1999.

Mter the meeting, members were
treated with a tram ride visit to
Larned's historic sites.

Recently three of the chapter's
fIve new interpretive markers were
placed at the Pawnee Fork crossing
on the Wet Route, at the roadside
park in Offerle e.ll."J}laining that the
original Dry Route passed one mile
north of the marker on its course
between Big Coon Creek crossing
and the Caches and that the later
Dry Route passed one mile south of
the marker, and at the junction of
the Wet and Dry routes one mile east
of Fort Dodge.

The two additional markers will
soon be installed at the Forks in
Santa Fe Road and at the junction of
the Fort Larned Military Road and
the Wet Route.

Dodge City/Fort Dodge
David Kloppenborg
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PO Box 441
Bucklin KS 67834
(3 I 6) 826-3537

SFTA President Margaret Sears
was a guest at our noon meeting on
May 7. Her update on SFTA happen
ings was interesting and informa
tive. We also presume she enjoyed
the D.C. steak served at the Cow
town Club Thursday evening in
honor of her visit.

On July 3 the third annual July 4
celebration was held at Fort Dodge.
And for the third year our chapter
sponsored an event for the day-long
celebration. This year the chapter
featured Marla Matkin's fIrst-person
interpretation, "Elizabeth Bacon
Custer, Libbie's Story." Over 200
adults and youngsters crowded Eis
enhower Hall to learn more about
the life of George A. Custer.

On September 17 we will present
another lady of history. Arlene Feld
man Junken. She is the great-grand
daughter of Sophia German and will
be our presenter for a noon meeting
at the Gunsmoke Restaurant.

Missouri River Outfitters
President Roger Slusher
1412 South St
Lexington MO 64067
(660) 259-2900

The chapter met July 25 at the
National Frontier Trails Center in
Independence, MO. John Atkinson
presented a fascinating slide pro
gram on the Bent brothers.

The mapping/marking committee
has been researching archives for
verifIcation of Trail locations. Chair
man John Schumacher has obtained
matching funds to hire a graduate
student to do additional research.

The next chapter meeting will be
held jointly with the Friends of the
NFTC on September 16 at the Na
tional Frontier Trails Center. The
program will be on riverboat travel.
For more information, contact Nancy
Lewis (816) 229-8379.

Quivlra
President Wayne Smith
1635 2nd Rd
Raymond KS 67573-9624
(316) 534-2821

No report.

Cottonwood Crossing
President Vernon Lohrentz
205 Beverly
Newton KS 671 14
(316) 284-2095
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On May 13 the chapter met at the
Maynard Krehbiel farm, two miles
north of Elyria. Krehbiel raises draft
horses, including a Percheron stal
lion which he prizes highly. The
highlight of the evening was a horse
drawn hayrack ride out to the loca
tion of the Trail, 3/4-mile north ofhis
farm.

The chapter is working on a map
ofall the Trail markers, from Empire
to the eastern Marion County line
near Lost Springs. This will include
the six stoneposts the chapter placed
at various Trail sites earlier this
year. These maps should be ready to
use in time for the symposium.

The next chapter meeting on Sep
tember 30 will feature Jack Fletcher
of Sequim, WA (meeting place to be
announced). Fletcher has written a
book about the Cherokee Trail,
which connected with the Santa Fe
Trail near Elyria in McPherson
County. John Dick is searching for a
stone that placed years ago to mark
the juncture of the two trails. Any in
formation on the present location of
that stone would be greatly appreci
ated. The Cherokee Trail angled
across Marion County from near
Burns toward Goessel. It came from
southeastern Kansas to this area. It
fIgures most prominently in Santa
Fe Trail history during the gold rush
of 1849 and 1850. Fletcher plans to
attend the symposium to promote
his new book.

Bent's Fort Chapter
President Lolly Ming
1841 County Rd DD
Pritchett CO 81064
(719) 523-6968

No report.

NEW SFTA MEMBERS

This list includes new member
ships received since the last issue.
Those received after this printing
will appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information, please
send corrections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Shirley E. & Max E. Brown, 500 1 S Beller

St, Greenwood Village CO 801 I I
Jerry & Ruth Eskew. 52679 Road M,

Walsh CO 81090
Frances M. Gordon. 15 Highland St

# 113. West Hartford CT 06119
Cynthia Leespring & Rick Tashi, PO Box

642. Ribera NM 87560
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AI Lowman, 3603 Hunter Rd, San Mar
cos TX 78666

M/M Howard Miller, 702 That Way, Lake
Jackson TX 77566

Phyllis Morgan & H. Thomas Cox, 5801
Eubank Blvd NE Apt 295, Albuquer
que NM87111

Charles & Anita Kay Strom, 407 Main
Parkerville Sf. White City KS 66872

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Linda S. Johnston, 3632 Falkner Dr,

Naperville IL 60564
Richard Klein, 1537 7th St, Bremerton WA

09337
James I. Matsler, PO Box 594, Alto NM

88312
Dana Pabst, 920 South Third, Jackson

ville OR 97530
Helen Parker, HCR 3 Box 6, Boise City OK

73933
Kent Sherman, 911 N Durham, Ulysses

KS 67880
Joseph W. Smith, 235 Lyell Sf. Los Altos

CA 94022

YOUTH MEMBERSHIPS
Max Cashion, 336 Everhard Road SW,

North Canton OH 44709

11- T.;,;RA~I;,,;,l..;C;.;.A_lE_N.;,;D_A.;,;R ....I~
Everyone is invited to send no

tices for this section; provide loca
tion, date, time, and activity. This is
a quarterly. The next issue should
appear in November, so send infor
mation for December and later to ar
rive by October 20, 1999. Thank you.
Sept. 10-11, 1999: Fort Osage Ren
dezvous, Jackson County MO.
Sept. 11, 1999: Boonslick Folk Mu
sic Festival, Arrow Rock MO (660)
882-7821 or (660) 837-3210.
Sept. 11, 1999: Bent's Fort Chapter
tour. Higbee area and Nine Mile Val
ley (719) 523-6968.

Santa Fe Trail Association
POBox 31
Woodston, KS 67675

Change Service Requested
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Sept. l1-Oct. 1, 1999: 10th Annual
SFT bicycle trek. Contact Willard
Chilcott (505) 982-1282 or <Chilcott
1@aol.com>.
Sept. 12,1999: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter meeting, Pecos Na
tional Historical Park.
Sept. 16, 1999: Missouri River Out
fitters Chapter meeting, National
Frontier Trails Center (816) 229
8379.
Sept. 17, 1999: Dodge CitylFort
Dodge Chapter meeting at Gun
smoke Restaurant, Dodge City, 12
noon.
Sept. 18, 1999: End of the Trail
Chapter field trip to Glorieta Battle
sites, conducted by Don Alberts, 10
a.m.
Sept. 18-19: Friends of Arrow Rock
Home Tour (660) 837-3231.
Sept. 21, 1999: Living-History Day,
Cimarron Heritage Center, Boise
City OK (580) 544-3479.
Sept. 23-26, 1999: SFTA Sympo
sium, Council Grove KS. Contact
Jim Selby, 200 N Chautauqua,
Council Grove KS 66846 (316) 767
6994.
Sept. 25-26, 1999: Old Taos Trade
Fair, Taos NM (505) 758-0505.
Oct. 2, 1999: Cimarron County, OK,
Santa Fe Trail Tour (580) 544-3479.
Oct. 7-10, 1999: Bent's Old Fort
NHS Winter Quarters training pro
gram (719) 383-5010.
Oct. 9, 1999: Candlelight tour. Fort
Larned NHS, required reservations
accepted starting Sept. 20 (316) 285
6911.
Oct. 9-10, 1999: Arrow Rock Annual
Heritage Craft Festival (660) 837
3210.
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•
Oct. 9-10, 1999: Wild West Week
end, Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop and
Farm, Olathe KS (913) 782-6972.
Oct. 14, 1999: Wagonbed Springs
Chapter meeting 6:30 p.m.. Day
light Donut, Hugoton KS.
Oct. 17, 1999: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter meeting, Placitas NM,
chili feed and guest speaker.
Nov. 6, 1999: Bent's Fort Chapter
meeting, place and program to be an
nounced.
Nov. 20, 1999: End of the Trail
Chapter meeting at Eldorado Com
munity Center, 1:30 p.m., "Litera
ture on the Santa Fe Trail" by Tom
Merlan.
Nov. 21, 1999: Corazon de los Cami
nos Chapter meeting, Santa Clara
Cafe, Wagon Mound NM.
Dec. 8-4, 1999: Traditional Holiday
Celebration, Bent's Old Fort NHS.
Dec. 4-5, 1999: Christmas at Mahaf
fie Stagecoach Stop and Farm,
Olathe KS (913) 782-6972.
Dec. 11, 1999: Christmas Open
House, Fort Larned NHS.

FROM THE EDITOR
This issue marks the end of 13

years of SFTA and Wagon Tracks
(this is issue number 52). Thanks to
everyone who has contributed to this
publication over the years. Every is
sue depends on your assistance. We
plan to keep working at it until we
get it right. Thanks for the opportu
nity to be of service to a worthy Asso
ciation.

We will see you at the symposium.
Happy Trails!

-Leo E. Oliva
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